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THE BCOLOGY QR CAPITALISM
~Barry Weisberyg

The author has presented a picture of inteérwoven econemic and political monopoly which
is having an appalling effect upon a large part of the pedples of the worlid today, and
forebodes an appalling future of short duration, The following are far too few state-
ments from this comprehensive books:We have become so rootless, so dissociated from
every aspect of nature that we are destrovimg relationships between diff@renﬁ groups

of humans, between the nations, the races, between men and wonen, mind and bady? past,
present and future; and our combined economi¢ and politicszl monopolies are causing s
to destroy the human race, directly, in slaughter, malnutrition and poisoning, and ine
directly, by the destruction of our ecclogy, "™he biosbhere a3 an inhabitable region is
to be measured in a matier of decades...” because of the “systematic imbalance between
the capitalist organization of society and the life-sustaining capacity of this nlanet,"
In a matter of decades we have been unraveling the threads that hold together several
billion years of evolutionary process, "daily decisions are made for us...which affect
the course of mammoth rivers, the pelitical compesitien of entire societies, the nutrie
tional level of continents, and the chemistry ef human metabelism...about eNELEY Prow
duction and consumption, agricultural production, vrbanization, resource production, and
the development of our ¢wn personality," '

Henry Adams, in 1904: "“'Prosperity never before imagined, power never wielded by man,
speed never reached by anything but 2 meteor, had made the world guerulous, unreasonable,
afraid, 'P..he suggests that "law,..would disappear a$ a theory and give way to force,
Morality would become police. Hxplosives would reach cosmié violence, Disintegiation
would overcome integration,'" de Toqueviile, in 1840, "described 'the sort of despotism
that democratic nations have to fear.' He chronicled the already evident separations
among wen, the triumph of the commercial method within the political sphere,..the dread
of fundamental change, and, perhaps most prophetic, the love of power... Demdecratic
nations may amuse themselves for a while with considering ‘the productions of nature, but

- they are excited in reality only by a survey of themselves.'® Emersen, in 1837: "'The
State of society is one in which the membershave suffered amputation frem the trunk, and
strut about so many walking monsters,'" PR -

Conservation groups, from the beginning, shared corporate desires for planned, efficient
. resource development, with stability and security, and worked for national regulation,
which meants the nationdiization of productien and censumpticn. “every regulatory agency
has become the virtual captive of the industry it regulates,” "The intention of Federal
_programs has never been tte elimination of hazardeus emissions, hut to regulate their flow
=es" It is virtually impessible to obtain information on emissions, "Altegether, there are
hundreds of thousands ef chemicals in daily use which find their way inte the land, airt,
water, and our bodies. There simply is no adequate means, -after production, to tcest for
such a number of agents, .. (antitative change must give way to qualitative transformation
before the whole itself is beyond salvage. What is invelved is the very structure of major
public systems (energy, transportation, agriculture, commurications)...the virtual im-
possibility of centraiized..,.control,"™ ' ‘

Twen?y ?ill%on Americans are hungry, and another ten million on the verge of starvation.
$4 billion is annually paid to the big farmers te take 35 millien acres of soil out of



Ccireulation, 350 billdion fias se far fthus been plven gwav. Woreover, _only 1% percent of
the 30 miilion poor receiwe any surplus food or {ood stampeg, and this is often insdeouate
ses’t 35 percent of the poor are black, and 58 percent of these are over 65, ‘*What the
netions of the nonindustrialized world recuire is peliitical autonomy and adequate re-
S0ULCESew.Ni0t Contraceptives zlone,”

“In earlier times the state did not provide massive fiscal servicas to corperate enters
prise, such as regulation, testing, research and development fundse...the state becomes
the vehicle by which to socialize the costs of the private organization ef production.
We must realize that both military and ecomomic activity 0f(Ameri¢a,abraad is metivated
toward a single and all-encompassing objective;contrel,...industry is net required to.
account fer the resources they deéspoil in the process af productlens" Today the owner-
shxp oE preperty and capital is equivalent te the ownership of the environment itself.
In "Menopoly Capital,™ it is estimated that waste, in 1963, was 56,1 perc=nt’ of the GNP,
One has oniy to consider the idea of recanturing the exyzen in the aimosphers or the
clarity in the water, on an individual basis, te gauge the poss:blixty that censuwers
can correct what 1ndustry destroyse :

Reckefelier in the economic werzd and Bxsmarck in the pglitmcal "destrayed ‘the lzberal
dream of haDD$H§$S of 21l inhabitants ef the nlanets,..substituting the menopolistic
erganization and the corberate at&t@@JQQLmr four hundred years the regimen of the mili<
Ctary has dominated the fabric and purpsses of industrizsl seciety, AL aspects of civilian
iife-industrial invention, the standardization ef Proaduction, appﬁaﬁ&acc, behavier, and
tine—are consistent with 2 seciety in which militsacy discipline and autocratic ofder arve
the primary templates....Today aver 100,000 cempanies receive part or whole of their in-
come {rom™ the militarys Wer becomes Yihe ‘health® sf the capitalist state.” ver "War is
the ultimate pollutant, .. The history of warfare fox seventy years is laced in oil. ", ..
There are some 429 major American militery basea around the: worid with arcther 2 272
minor. bases in some 30 ceuntries ¢overing 4,000 square miles,™ Upkeep is over $5 billion
anfuaily. These bases wreck the ecosystems, alter the food patterns, and intreduce unique
diseases and huge pro&tztutsen busiress te their environments., (Men@palies at hmme and
the military abresd have s&a*aliz&d the bedles ef womankind, )

Nucle&x wawer is the Supreéme pollutant, and is respensible for vast, aff1c1ally unadmitted
death and sickress, with much yet to shew wp, and with far more ‘planned. Chemical and
bislegiral. wezpens have. already been empleyed, although 9ff1c1a11y denied, and we Bave
trained 550 officers in 36 countries in this warfare, which has proved extremclv danger-
sus, even in test1ng, and from laberatery failures, There is scarcely any means of sepas
rating of fensive from defensive weapsns, "Themas Whiteside: 'It can be estimated thazt the
American military destreyed the rice crop of a millien people with the aim of denying

food te twenty thousand Vietceng. '™ The author believes that it is useless te try te

alter the government's present use of its power, and that it is necessary to challenge

the power itself. He prepeses the erganizatien of a f{ramework of political and economic
avtonsmy, and the diversion of tax funds from present malltary purpeses te such a
framework,

b1fty-three universities hald almost a b13ixmn dellars werth ef stack in oil and eleciric
and gas utilities, Ne unlversxiy has a course of study absut the pelitical econemy of the
petreleun xndustrv.“ Metheds of ebtaining clean and unlimited enerqy from saurces other
than fessil fuels are discussed. in detail, The cembinatien of the eil and autemotive
industries holds back the develmpment of ether sources of eanergy, as it holds back the
developrment of mass tranqp@rtatzmn, in nlace of. individual cars, and the development of
more self-centained industrial and residential centers, which would greatly redute
travel time, "The variety of comnunes, neighborhosd c@rp@rat1@ns, and régional brepésals
now agbundant within the Uniteéd States are the first primitive attempts at self-determin-
ation,” Man and nature, political and bielegical liberation ef the w@rld 25 2 whele i3
eur only hope for the futureo



