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‘ L SIVT via LITIGATION®, From speech delivered at 1981
Creetings to the Conferees: Henry George Conference, Franklin Fierce College

NEWCOME, PRESIDENT T 305) 733458

After atteading twenty-threé Henry Ceorge Conferences, 1 am sorxy that Helen and I must
miss this one. We had looked forward to the agenda and New Hampshize®s cool weather.

ALl lest week I watched the evening wrap-up at 11:00 of the NAACP's annual Conference
_at Denver broadcast on PBS, the broadcast financed by the tiiller Brewing Company and
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, with Carl Rowan, the well-known black column-

ist for Fleld Syndicate, as anchoxman, :

.1t was. a polished performance, with the cameramen switching to reporters and speakers
in the wrap-up. Playing my usual role as the Devil's Advocate in the Ceorgist Move~
ment, I started to make comparisons of this huge oxganization’s Conference of approxi-
mately 4000 people in attepdance vs ours, which s usually not more than 100,

Qur lovement started with the publication of "Progress and Poverty”, and with the.excepe

tion of theaperiod from 1913 to 1930, we are over LU0 years old,
2 the other 3 are

“The NAACP (1nporp6tated in 1910), is one of several large black organizatioas:/ Natlional
Urban League, Operation Push and the Southemn Christfan Leadership Congress at which

Perry Prentice was the chief speaker several years ago, -
v ! ' =0 .

The NAACP has a membership of 450,000 - with sixteen hundred local chapters.

Our Georgist mailing lists probably total less than 13,000 people ~=- and have no chapters
whatsoever. ' . '

The NAACP has over 165,000,000 dollars in assets, and over 150 paid staff members at

{ts national headquarters, The assets of the other three black organizatlons probably
equals that 165,000,000 dollars in total assets, These huge assets come from government

and corporate and foundation grents. Vernon Jordan, head of the Uirban League, recelves

an annual salary of $70,000, Dr. Benjamin Hooks' salary is probably close to that,

Why do these two men command such good salaries? bBecausc they know how to get money

from the foundations and corporations!

our foundstion total assets are less than ten million. If you add Lincolan Foundation's
assets to thdt, the total is closer to $30,000,000. Co :

The black organirations have made remarkable strides via the Civil Rights Act, the
" Voting Rights Act and the School Desegregation Act via Brown vs Board of Education,

Topeka, Kansas, 1954,
All three of these congresslonal acts came as a result of litigation!

This is the whole point of this shor‘t‘ paper, which I have asked to be delivered at this
' Conference in my absence.

Our Movement has some excellent lawyexrs. I have never been able to understand why these
-lawyers have not prepared a case to try to win land value taxation thzough litigation.

1f you people in this room want to give more study to this, read “THE SUING OF AMERICA'
by Marlene Adler Marks, Seaview Books, Publishers, I got my copy from the librarye.
,FHy cordial wishes to all of you, 'f S - P
WILLIAM NEWCOMB
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Dear Georgist Attotney;

In the some 102 years since “'Progress and Poverty" was ﬁublishedl we Georgists as
individuals or through vast sums of money spent by Georgist foundations, have tried
numerous educational and promotional means te achieve LVT,

We have not tried the litigation route, yet many other soclal reform organizations
have achieved success by that route. It is going to cost money, but I am sure that
dedicated Georgist attorneys would give their time on a voluntary basis, And if
BEE would put up a sum to be matched by other Georgist foundations, the filing and
secretarial and travel costs could be met,

Tom Sherrard offers the following thoughts, Surely, others of you attorneys can
come up with a concensus -= including choosing the state in which success is most

likely:

"From time4t0~time X too thxnk about LVT thru litigation and related action.

ce;tain judges whc themselves specalate in land {and ?here are pleﬁty from

Chief Justice Burger down to the lowliest JP)., It may be an excellent

arena "Court of Justice” to remind the world of basic concepts == Blackstone,

I understand, struggled with whether or not natural resources should be included
s “property". Also, the law of trusts has special interzest to Georgists, It

is established that a Resulting Trust exists when title is taken in one persom

but the thing of value (consideration) . is provided by another. Is not the com-

munity clearly and squarely the resulting beneficiary of every land titleholder?
And since when have trustees not been required to account to their beneficiaries?

In other words, our moralist concepts fit a legal framework like a glove fits a
hand, And too, there are excellent legal opinlfons in courts of record to justify
and uphold special assessments against land., The reasoning could be right out

of "Progress and Poverty", Yes, I do believe LVT thru litigation has possibilities."

The Hon, Thomas B. Curtis Tom Sherrard -
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The Honm. Robert 0. Snyder
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Sincerely,

1346 Nautilus Street
La Jolla, Calif. 92037

Stanley Sapiro ;-
4561 Round Top Drive
Los Angeles, Calif., 90065

‘Floyd Morrow

2200 Morley Street
San Diego, Calif, 92111

. ) '
Jerome Medowar

1808 West Merrick Rd.
Merrick, New York 11566

Sydney Mayers
160 East 72 Street
New York, N. Y. 10021

WILLIAM W, NEWCOMB -~ LO years of voluntary service, including the four
years of running this Foundation,



