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IF L HAD $21,703,000.00.. ... 0000...
by

WILLIAM W. BIwooMR
Hationel Conference of Georgists, Kendall College, EBvamston, Illincls
July 15-18, 1976

Two years ape at Chatham College in Pirighurgh I deliveréd s paper before this group thar
was highly critical of the morkéting wethods of the Georgist Movement, £t wes 11,000 words
in length, apd it wust biave struck 2 Yesponisive ¢chovd. becauge it was prealpied in #hnost
Beyy Ggﬁrgist trade journal, and 300 coples were prinzed dmongst seversl Georplist orpani-
zations.

There are five mojor funded organizations in the Georgist Movement. The figures I give
Kere are as sccurate as I have bzen able to get from officers of these organdizations; as of
1976.

Lindoln Foundation 315,006,000 {approximate endowment-1976)
Henty Ceorgs School of New York 3,000,000 (headguavters value dot inciuded)
Robert Schalkenbach Foundation 2,850,600

Bazic EBconomic Educatien 800, 000

Bedry George Foundarion 53,000

Combiming these assets gives a total figure of $21,Y03,000.

T can well believe there sre people in this sudiepee whe are dn a position 6 cbailenge
the corporite figures I give of the vavious organizations listed. Ewcept for the last
Corporate stdtement dsdued by the Lincoln Youndation, a1l the other £1gureg weie given By
at least t¥o people kmawlaég?a%l& abowt that individual orgenizaticn. In the cdse of the
Hew York Heary George School. ¥ Bave wnot included the headguarters bulldiag, which was
-appraxsed ten yedrs ago at o half miiixan dollars, and if the School could seil ie t@day
for that, it would ba z sehsible thiﬁg to do, heﬁauaﬁ it is the most wasteful sqiare foot~
age I have ever seen in my 2% yéar career a5 a real estate broker. Whether to buy &
sidaller bullding with more vtilitavian space or to rent, T sffet ns judpment.

I haven't the siightést ideéa what the povtfolios of stocks and bonds the above lostititions
have except the Henry Ceorge Foundation of which 1 am &n officer. One foundation is
developing a real estate porcfelic through a buzlding program, and this its income af this
mowent Is not its future's potential, snd another foundation is still apalyzing the assets
of a foundation which merged with dt.

The portfoliocs way enjoy an ipcows of from 2% vo over 10%. (Most public urilities are
allowgd 11%.} Using income figures that have been steted in published papers and by
offfcers, I figare that V.67 on the entize $21,703,000 is reassonable. This strikes a
total presumed annual vetern of abour §1,649,428.00.

Wew this is a whimsical journey into ddealism so anyons whe wants to challenge sither the
flgures of the corpus or the return, let it vest. My talk is nst about what the securicies
brokare attempt to earn for Geovglist institutions, but how I would gpend, on an apnual
basis, the £1,649,428.00,

The Movement i now 97 vears old and 4 soprier stateé of achievement never afflicted any
other reformist movement in terme of money wig-spent this past A0 vaears. From Henry
George's two wavoralty campaigns vatil sbout 1915 there were all mapner of well financed
political campaigns. Arthur Wichols Young in "The Single Tox Movement in the United
Stares (¢} L9216 and Jackson $. Balston in "Confrounting the Land Question” (e} 1945 let it
be known that Henry Ceorge's statement on page 328, 50ch Ampdversavy editiom, 1937 of
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Comsider the sarly venouned sypporters: Albere ﬁii%%tlﬂ Lge fmi%tbi J@hﬁ Dowey, Helen
Mmiiﬁgg George Berpard Shaw, Albert Jay Hook, #. I
Garrison, Jr., ¥illiswm Jennings Bryvan and Joseph Fesls,

There sre just as meny worthy and well-known people supporting laad value tazation im 1975,
but thedly support is oot covvdipated or publiicized toward a coumon goal. And thst dis the
nub of wmy paper todav.

In the six hours daily that I spend in developing and providing merkering ideas for the
Gaorgist Movement, many are pul into execvilon fmmedistely. Today I want to show 3 seven-
runyg ladder which, I believe, if put into cocrdinested operation, would start a state-by~
state laglslative acceptence of land value taxation.

I am going to neme ¢he seven rungs now, and briefly elaborsie op them in the coursa of this
DUDET

L. Creativiry: Ov the use of the print apd electronic medis.
I1. Developing a Black-Latin Division, with impedizte ewphazsis on Washington, D.C.

LY. Estabiishing Chedrs of Land Value Taxation in Swall lolleges; Bévelmying Seminars
amd Panels with Organizational PFollow-up; Capitalizing on the people ldsted in
WHO' S WHO,

I¥. Boring Withiv: Using the Postway I dislectic trick of the Communists.
¥. Finding Litigation Opportunities,
YL, Usiny the SBocial Service Departsent of the Churches.

ViL. DPeveloping 2 fne-State Bducationsl Crash Program -— for later follow-up In Nowe-
exempt politisal actlom.

The sbove saven rungs ave held together by two upripghts of a.iaddér which we will call:

{1} Covrdinator of the land value tax mevement through smnual income fvom the corpus
of feundations,

and {2} Vational Visible Spokeswman, which Frank Strunk, Commmications Eaperc, fvom the
Washingron, D. C. area, advised wae cur most urgent sesed, when he dccepied oy
iovitation, and spoke st the Chatham Conference two vears age.

8o, to the first vung of the laddey, CREATIVITY: OR USE OF THE PRINT AND ELECTROHIC MEDIA.
Eﬁ%ﬁ winter 1 had or anpouncesent put ip all the Georgist trade joursals that I would send
a fiyer of wwo pages offering congtrvetive advice to any Ceorgist writer vho hoped o get
iﬁtﬁ newspaper syndication as 2 soclo-ecopomic-political columnist on land ecopomics ve
the menetary sconomists. 74 men and one woman asked for the flyer. Two of the men sent
me column effores that they had been working on, and had swmall lecal svedicatisn. Unfor-
runately, neither of the wen tied their theme to events of the current week or month, and
they would never be accepted. 1 checked with the oublisher of the "The Road o Syndica~
tion"™, one of the pubiications I suggested each of the 25 poople buy. Balieve we, 34 of
&hﬁ%“ 25 people would not spend 53 for that book ~- which might have been the start of &

SLO0 gey week caveey. However, sooney ov iater there will be o land econemist sy iting
@yﬁﬁia@t&é oo L.



The wyplesl bigh school stodent doss not Llke sconow ”1 dus raspesct Lo
Haryry Polisrd's wmarvelovs INTERSTUDY Progranm for st m, Ioof - for your enjovment
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2 im gyipped in the world's worse depression.  lnsw-
slovment bas reached cliwbing. The Cross ﬁ&awﬂﬁ&@ f?ﬁﬁﬁci has dropped
3% in the past veay; storss are empty, fectovies sve idle, and the brosdlines
grow looger ssch day.

£3

"To the rascue come Monetary Man and cal Flash doubling the monsy-supply,
cutting taxes and injecting povernwent funds into the paralvied economy. Thos,

poes the story, an atlempt to ku-rassassh chrough stodent borvedem with sconowics.”

Pollert Publishing Qamyavyi 1010 West Washington Boulevard, im Chicago, publishes the
comic book, k&&‘w see one of you inocvative Georgists living in the Chicago ares cysate a
coppetitor o this book’s economics. Uet vourself an artist ot use 3 Follett artist, and
get Into busigesg. I you cams up with the right scvipt snd the right art woerk, I belleve
oue Gf the Georgist foundations would support & stary in publicatdion. My, Bobert Follett,
President, told we thet he would publish 58,000 copiss, 70 pages each, for about 345,000
guarantze. Hls book sells to the public schools For 51.50 each. This is a project that
the Henry George 3chool should consider for junior high schoels. By financiag the project,
and ziding in distribetdion, the Heory George School could easva 530¢ a2 copy. After all, the
public schools bave to buy tertbooks with our taxss,

i bave distribgted 5000 copies of this UPTAXING TAND folder, whick Bobert Schailkenbach
Foupdation published upon ny recomsendation. With each folder goes a 1ittle white slip on
which Is writhen:

TIHIS POLDER GOES WITH EVERY LETTER I WRITE. 1o five years I have Jdisvvibuted
3000 coples of t&&& folder, meoy of them to respondents whoe have heard me on
V. Bo waay bave felt the affact of the folder's message, they have @giatem Ly
the srganizations overliesf for woerve informution, and now

Books are being weitten, foundstions ave censidering grants, cellepes ave
adding covrses in land econcmics o balance their courses ip monetary ecoposics,
snd land sconomists sre submitting sample columns to news gsyndicates., Local LWV
and Common Cause groups ave joining with othey groups in sponsoving property tax
tefore sewipnavs. State/ county governments aund businessmen are saving, "This
might be the anever ve stagfiation, unemploymensz, the blosted statef federal
weifare bureaucrasey, and the high cost of bousing.”

and signed with oy name, and overleaf is the addyess of aily Gecrglst orpunizatioms.
Why don’t esch of wvou get 100 of these Uptawing Land folders, fype and Yeror 100 sheezs in
your own words, and wmall outr with your letters. :

Une pever Enows who will respond o the folder. A famous expose author, David Hapgood,

wam one respondent.  His latesr book, “The & Yﬁwi ng of the hverage HMan™, bas sold & half
wmillion coples, his zequel to that book will have & land value tax chopter in ft; his thivd
book wiill be 211 on lampd walve cauwation.

We hawe a very lmportant message ro deliver to the clty/ county comissioners, tax aAsges
sore and other local government &ffﬂtl%lm; and larger Tunding for che newsletier Lo these
pecple should be granied o THCEVNTIVE TARATION, produced by Professor Steven Cord.

gne plece of landmsrk news dn sliie valiue
are Lhose in that selghborhkood, through

Lo every Georglst trade tour
texsvion. Bui the only peop
thaeir loosl papav.

nael there iz wsuslly
e whe lesrn abous it



Can you believe it? The Geovpist Movemesnt has 1o one issoing press relssses o the 48
columnists dealing fo socio-sconowic=-politicsl commentary.

ALl of vou koow the success of the file, ONE WAY 10 BEYIER CITIES, which cost $54,000 slus
another $30,000 for distribution. Despite its over-orientation to Hew York, it has made a
great impact on miilions of people wia service club addiences and on TV, The Robare
Schalkesbach Foundation should produce wmove films. Rep. Bl Onweiler has adapted the
£ilm to Idsho: and LEAF is spending $1760 curting out some New York scemes, end inserting
San Hego into a revision of ONE WAY 70 BETTER CITIES. :

This fils aed future Films should be prowoted by public service anpouncemenis on TV,
fefore this yvear is owuit, I hope to have some taped public service aonoupcewments mede by
our Community College Audio-Visual Department -« free.

But something the Schalkenbach Fousdatioo vow ls sncoursagipng costs pesnuts compaved with &
fiilm. These sre slide-znd-tape projects orisntated to the commmnity. in which the Georgist
gponsor ldves. Rep. Bill Ouweiler of Idaho wmade hiz 86 siides-and-~tape for less than $100
and will tell you shous 1z toundght. Our out-of-pocket o3t on cthe Flordds slides-and-tape
will ren wndey $200. Cameva work, story and tepe syachvonizatiom are all being donated.
fchalkenbach will finance out-of-pocket costs anywhere fn the United States.

Prom the $1,649 000.00 income, 1 believe CREATIVITY should be aliocated $200,000.

The secomd rong of the ladder I consider of most lewediate fwportance: DEVELOPING A BLACK-
LATIH DIVISTION, WITH DHMMEDIATE EMPBASIS OW WASHIRGTOE. D.C.

The leck of inmovativeness in the Georsist movewent, rhe lack of vouth de the wovesment, the
lack of black asctivists in the movement, asd the entrenchment of old graybeavds on the
foundations apd Henry Geovge Scheol Boavd of Trustees - some of whose ages run in the 80s
apd 96z, has voilnted up something endemic to the Movement: Its leadership is tived. This
is vepeatedly shown by the difficulty of getrieg & quorus to regular and special board
meetings and to annual meetings,

The Movement has too meny people in leadevship roles whoe are so afflivent they don't need
or care about the salutary effects of land value fazation, and won't put a personsl drive
inte building a success in the orvganizarion on which they have besn a board mewber of 50
YEREE OT WOTe. -

What this Movemen? npeeds ave some people in leadership voles who yvepreseat the poor blecks
and other minorities, men high in the echelons of the NAACF, the Urban Lesgue and the
Southers Christdan Leadership Confervence, now that Prentice has made a breskthrough with
his spesch at Southern Christiao Leadership Coonference in July, 1973,

The Harvy Pollards of the educational front szbould be developing the INTERESTUDENRT Program
for pualified black students, with the help and pefdance of public and private adepinistra-
tors.  Colleges that bave g wmaiovicy of bBlacks ov other sdnorisy studente should be funded
in the ecommic courses by Gewrgist foundstions. The shove three black nationzl organiza-
tiome are highly successful, in raising foundation wmoney., Limited Georgist funding plus
the other foundation mondes could start a new wave of the future.

Put wost lmmedistely, the Lesgue for Uvben Land Tonservatdion, umdey the direction of
Walter Bybeck, and ably sesisted by the hardest working Black in the United States, Wilbur
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Jobneson, should have iptewsifie & funding. Weshippton, B, €., iz 707 Black. It probably
s the highest guotfient of aducated blacks in the enpive Unired Sestes. The League for
Urban Land Congservardon should be working closely with the HAACP, Urban Lespgoe sud the
Southern Christise Lesdershiv Conference to get the laod veloe tay referendem passed.

Ihis project should have the second largest funding of the seven vangs of the ladder:
$2530,000. Righi pow I am working om mavrketisp for the oreanization at Rybeck's reguest.

RUMG I11. ESTABLISH CHAIRS OF LAND VALUE TAEATION TN SMALL COLLEGES. Mote T gnaaiflaaii?
said, "smsll colleges.” Heail collesss must watch thelr payrolls wery carsfully. HMany biz
unlvergities have been approsched by the larger fSecrvgist foundations, apd these larger
centers of education want some gravy sloog with the Chaiy o be finasced. But in the small
eollege there is ag sporoach provise we mest dosist on:  Scholarships may be offered to any
student whe weets a special test in taking & cowrse in these classes provided that the
studenat, upon graduating, gives at lesst one year of service to the Georgist Movement.

inds iz comparable to medicsl and dental scholavships vequivieg ao MD or 08 o serve an
area of specisl need., This is similar in context to those whe register for ROTC, and sust
put seme (dme in the wilitery service. :

Pevelop Seminars sa a contisuing hasis. Perry Prencice did s magnificent iob this past

ten years in ovganizing vanels of influentisl men in business, oivie ifs, wiiversities,
govervment, bullders-developers sed other promibent orpanizecions. BATIONS CITYES MAGAZINE
has veprinted the discussions. This showld be continued by yousger men trained by Mo
Premtice. But there must be developed & followeup formuls so prominent sewminsvians create
what I call “An Asscciation te Promote Tand Value Tazstion Related to Dur Professioms.”

This means that a5 these Seminars are held, ianﬁ value taxers oun a foundation pavrell wmaest
seive as follow-throvgh wen.

Az a cvorrellary to the Semipars, thers should be developed a Countyy Retreat Program to
which seiected mep znd vomern from WHO'S WRO ar& invited for a special stwdy into obr socizl
system. Louls Weltzman proposed at last vesr®s Confevence at Barcum College that the
elitists dn WHO'S WHC be cultivated as 2 contrast to the Iitcle old ladies in teanis shoes
who went to the Henry Ceorge Schools all this 40 yesrs.  This proiect could be similar to
that conducted by cthe Foundation for Beonowic Bducation - but with our ecomomics., The
reglstration alone for the FEE retvests ususlly cost over S200, paid for by the elitist
student. Funding for the above thrse relsted proiscts: $3006,000.

Let us go on te RUNG IV: BORING WITHIN. Theve are all kinds of pelitically mctivist
srganizaiions whick we should be 2 pave of: Common Ususe, League of Homen Voters aod
Nader's Tae Reform Regeavch Group, to neme sope.

ia Flowida, both Common Cavse {(with 9000 Flovids wembers) and League of Womewn Vobers (with
4060 Florida sewbers) have Task Force Committees. The former State President of Common
Cause saw ONE WAY 70 BETTER CITIES on June 24, and the State Lobbyist will be seeing it
before swmmer is ever. Ouor Ceorgist friend, Bruse Fichert, living ig Fort Lavderdale, is
working on this project. My good friend, Oynthiz Brubaker, vhe was on the Compiitee of
Bight Ciwvic Uroups to bring Peryy Frentlee o Melbourns, Florida, on Mazeh 20, 1975, and
is also 4 Stave Board wesbsr of the Filovids League of Women Voters, will be helping to
develop land valaue tax projects in Her organization. But what we need to heve ave soms
tap Commen Ceuse membere whe sre Geovedst pun for sleciion to the mational board of Common
Lavse. Thiz can be done best by a Petition that nesds only 20 signazures for runping in
the 12F7 Compon Cauvse Board slection,

At rthe moment | dow’t sse any big cost factor, other than some limited travel expense. It
being strictly poelitical, the Henry Ceovge Foundation sheould handle this. Say, $5,000.



R ¥, FIBD LITIGATION OFPORTUNITING. In every state in the union thers Is undere
sgeessment of resl estate. Tay Asgessor Drene Wickman in Californis was weeble to sussss
aceording to the law. She look the wmatter to the Californis Supreme Opurt. She lost.  Hus
thers ave 49 other staves -- and most of these states have assessors whe faver blg land-
owners such as Delsware’s assessors do with DuPont propertieas.  The Relph ¥ader orpanize-
tion, THE TAX REFORM RESEARCH CROUP, has done veoman vesearch in this fisld, This would be
an opportunity for a Special Geovgist Litigant Tess to work clopely with the Hader people,
who have & good stable of lawyers. Another group we should werk with is édmericans United
for Separstion of Church and State. They have dome the beat resesvch job oft church owner-
ship of bipg covporations. Thelr books detail the loss to the Unlted States of bupe tax
ravenues on the netlonzl scale; znd the lops of propearty tazes to &h& incal tax ﬁ@lieefmx.
Fuading $70. 800.

R Vi, SOCIAL SERVICE DEFARTMENT OF CHURCHES. Relsted to the asbove 48 2 project 1 am
working on: The £ilw ONE WAY T0 BETTER CITIES has been shown in Unitarian churches all
ower Florida. Our Melbourne Unitavian Fellowship is composed of alwost a 1008 adherence to
tand valee tazation, apnd the Southeszst Director of the national office of the Unitarisn
Uondversalist Association (8t Atlanta) is belng primed for pecional espoussl. Why the Uni-
tarianst Becsuse 3¢ iz a zwall cherch body: £ million. 12 Bas = 150-yeexr veputation fox
responsivenass o soclal problems. We assume it has less big land speculaters in its ses-
borshipg. Funding 824, 000. : . :

I come to the seventh and last rung of the laddery DEVELOPLNG & CRASH EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
IN THE STATE MOST READY POR LEGISLATIVE IMPLEMENTATION. There ave people ouw this chres-day
program e Kendall Collepe representing Wisconsin, Sebraska, Wontens, Ohic, Pennsvyivanda,
Michigan, Hew Hampshire, (Iiinols, Florida and Califorvie. Faryy Prentice, with & strong
rapport for all of wvou, feels thac IDANC is clusest to vealizetion of land walse tamstion,
becaure of the exeelilent job done by Rep. 3111 Guweiler, and if thiz is so, mosslve educa-
tiona) funds should be directed vo Idake, followed Bv s nov-exempt campaign conducted by
Cosmmon Cause, League of Women Yoters, Pasple’s Lobby -~ snd newly crested groups. We pust
get one state for setting azu example.

Thus, L propose at lesst 5150,000 for a taz-exempl campaign.

%1

S100,000 {at least) of non-exemppt woney -- that is owtside the Foundation field.

{(Note: Sincs chis paper was read, Prentice has advised that Nebraeks is closar to being
ready. And Bussell Conklin, Iongetime poliiticel scrviviesr, ststed at the confereoce Lthet
33000 pald to 2 lobbyist he koows would get land value taxation passed in the legislasture
of Montena. That {s a pretey low figure compaved to the hnmdreds of thoussuds speat by
Joseph Fels on wmany 8@3t@wwidﬁ poiitical &amp&igﬁsw}

I have listed the gseven rungs of the ladder to %wimg land walue fexabion o aha Uniced
States, with concentyation ou a @iagia state for implementetion.

We vow come to the two ugfightﬁ to which the rungs of the ladder are stiached.

Upright I -~ Hatiomal Coordlaator for the land value tax movement. Swch 3 #an OF WORER
finds the way to get the hent sxpenditure by sach foundation for reaching the fingl goal.

Upright II ~- Hationzl YVisible spokespan for the land value tax sovement. This man or
woman iz the front-person for the Movement. Be koows how to vaisse wobey from Mon-Gegrgist
fovndations, he becomes the Chisf Spohesmawn in press releases, he is wsgally the one to be
intewviewed by the press.
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Between the Uoovdisstor and the Hational Vieible Spokessarn, the land valve ey movemint be-
comes a viable instiretion in the eves of the press. the government, bipg spd amall business.
agod the littie man who is {ryving to mebke onds meet.

150,000 funding i the begimning.
I keep asking myself the followlog questions:

Why 4su’t a2 vast divect snil cagspaigy institated in the land value taz movement? Put a men
1ike Frack Coble, a Geprgist, with swpertise in mansgewent and meotivation, President of
Thomas Jefferson Besearch Center, Pasadena: or Frask Strusk, Comsmenications suypevt, Rock-
vilie, M, outaside of Washington, D¢, onto 4 sales Prowotvion Campsige. Strunk spoke to us
at Chathem two years ape. as I stated above.

I REPEAT, the two sreas in the United States in which we Ceorgists and tens of thousands of
other people should be walking contributions {(uvnder the sales guldsoce of eitber a Goble ov
& Srrusk} are: (1) Lezasue for lrban Lend Conservation, headed by Walter Bybeck, in Wash-
ingeon, DC. {2} Yo ehatevar Jocel Citizen Croup is bscking Rep. Biil Onweller, in his
efforts ro get o local opiion bill paszed in Idabo, or Svevett Gross i Bebrasia.

In che carly pave of tids paper I said 1 waes going to take you on a whimepical jowrney into
idealism. Those who contzol the purse strings of the Geovglst Toupdations and the Hemyy
Gaorge School will tell me that 1 have not allowed fovy penszsl sduwandsivetive cosks, oot
mitgents already plonned for vears to come, the nuts and bolte of building r&mt@$ e e
tennnce and Lazes, : :

Af 7.8%, the income of the gze@mmﬁﬁ total sgsets of the Movemant, zmm&@&é out, isn 51,64Y,000.
fotaling the appropristions & have arbicrarily sssigoed to each of the seven fung@ of ﬁhﬁ
E&éﬁﬁrg we have s 1977 cost of $1,149, 000, :

?h@ half wiliion dollar serpluz you cae ssgigy vherever vou wish.

There are many refors orgenizsticns is the ¥. §. with far less sseets tham the 23,703,000
in the Henty George movemsni. These crganizaticne draw considerable wonies from the
25,000 foupdatioes in the U. 5., chrough veing fund raising skille that are taught io
sewinare for less thao 5500, They are effective in putting theiyr woney and maogpower Lo
work, becavse youthful peopls with vigor and agpressiveness ave ar thelyr belm.  These
paople haow bhow thelr mmaa? is gpent, bscause thelyr orgenizstions srs ﬁe&@&r@ﬁiﬂaliy e
tralled.

Cathi Covell, Executive Bivector of the San Francisco Hemry George School, spoke uowingly
at the 1976 HOS Comference, University of San Pranciscoe, for move openness in financial
matteras. Arve the baquests of the desd angd the donations of the Biving being spent to get
the most for the doliar? With Miss Covell’s strong feslisng for fipancial disclosure makiog
an lmpact o the sudience, s vesolution wae psssed asking for this disclosure.

With 314 willion dollars sresumebly available apnually, why do we have so little wisval
resules?  Say you, the Secrgist resdey of this peper, had this 513 wmillion this yaaf? Hewr
woukd vou spend 427

WOPE: This paper edited ond new material added. 2 povtion of the puper was read (by
requestt b the LEAF Conference, Sao Francisco, July 4, 1975,



