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Iz 1873 over 1000 people died in London from air poliution, and thers were similasr epi-
sodes in london in Jan., 1880, Peb, 1882, Dec, 1B%1 and E&sg isgz, In Des, 1952 an esti-
mated 4000 died. Children cannot plav in los Angeles on days of bad pollution. 90 % of
s Cerman industriazl town had to move away [rom their work. Many Tokio workers moved a
two-hour ride from work. Gases and vapors may be disgspersed over continents, We are in
danger of global contamination from iead in owr food, and in our drink, as well as from
the air, partly {rom industrialization, and especially from autes. The annual rainfall
in Talsa rose, over 70 vears, provorticnate to the rise in varticulate pollution. Clos-
ure of industrial complexes in Pittsburgh, lounisvilie and Buffalo resulted in diminutiém
in rainfall, In greater Log Angeles water congumption is 1000 times the rainfall, Pro-
duction regquires enormous amounts of water-one egg 225 gal., one pound of meat 2500 to
6000 gai., & ton of steel 830,000 gals, aluminum 300,000 gal.

Rivers are terribly polluted, mainiy from industrial discharges, domestic sewage and
runoffs From chemical fertilizers. Mercury is excebtionally dangerous te all life, and
the annual world production is believed to be ¢,000 metric tons. One pari per million

of fluoride in water helps protect teeth, but more, coming from many industrial ef{luents,
causes brittleness and decay. 90 million Americans, mostly urban, are believed to drink
water below standard, or of unknown guality, The Potomac, in cherry blossom time, iz said
+p bBe “the best dressed cesspool in Amevica.” The Mississippi is called the "colon® of
America,. ¥ater distilled ten times at S5t Louis kills some fish in one minute. Food grown
near the banks of the river cammot be eaten. Rivers din Californis®s 37, Joaguim Valley
contain nitrates too dangerous for babies, and in Elgin, Mlun. necessiteted a new water
supply. Michigan and Vermont banped all commercial fishing because of mercury pollution-
alsc banned on the mnorth bank of the Holston R, in Virginiaz. The Connecticut H. contains
organisms responsible for typhoid and paratyphoid fevers, cholera, dyvsentery, poliomye
litis and tetanus; also numerocus viruses, and a variety of worms and {lukes. Fighing is
forbidden in the praivie vrovinces of Capsda, because of mercury pollution, ALL western
Burope, the U, 5. Se % and the Third World are cesspools of pollution, &8s are most of
the worid®s waterways. Pesticides and radiation ave very séricus menaces.

¥_..hetween 1030 apd 1060 the U, $. A, zlone accounted for aore mineral products than all
the previous peoples of the world had collectively used since history begane ... by 1980
it may reach 20 % of the total world production of raw materialz.” The U, 5. Bursau of
Mines has projected our annual “needs”™ in the year 2000 fo increase from 4.4 million to
35 million short tons of aluminum; copper 2 to 6.5 million; pig irvon and ferralloys 114
te 171 million; and lead 1.3 fo 1.8 million. "The Newxt Hundred Years,® in 1557, stated
that everv American, every vear, was uging, directliyv or indirectly, 34 tons of stone

and gravel...more than 500 1bs of cement, 400 ibs of clay, 200 1bs of common salf and

100 Ins of phosvhate rock,” Pigures have sosred since then, “OCbviously o country, how-
ever richly endowad, can withstand indefinitely such zn onslaught on its nstural re-
sources.,” If all the peoples of ocur platet were to have the per capita production of the
Ue 5. (for use, waste or destruction), at the present population level, the extraction of
iron would have to increase 75 fold, cooper 100 fold, lead 200 fold, zine75, tin 250 fold.

Inm 1920 couwntrymen culnumbered city dwellers 8.4 to 1. By 2000 4. D. town dwellers will
be in the majority, and by 2044 A. D. it iz estimated that most pecple will be living in
cities of a million or more people. New Jork is claimed to be wirtuwally ungovernable,
with Los Angeles, Chicago amn others not far behind. Tremendous acreages of the most
fertile land are being converted from farming to urbanizaticn all over the werld. This



endangers our capacity fo produce sufficient food, Ric de Jamiero is 30 % slums, with

grest unemplovment, Less than half iis 630,000 domiciles have runmning water; fewer have
sewage connections, large numbers share a2 ditch with excrement, where i1 is not decome
posed hetween dwellings. Gastreenteritis, infective hepatitis, dvsentery, typhoid fever

ang variocus parasitic conditions shound. Most cities in Brazil have similar conditions.
Rural znd urban sguatters in Vemezuels sxceed 65 % of the population, Dwéllings of scrap,
with little or no sanitation, extend up the wountaing, and a cascade of excrement descends
onto the roads in the rainy season, Conditions are similar threoughout the wdeveloped world-
adnkara, ¥arachi, Manila, New Delhi, Johannesburg. Sleeping in crowded Panama wust be done
in relays. The average household in Ghang, in 1960, comprised 19,3 pergons, while 27.5 %

of the houses in Egypt had no roof. In Caloutta, "the world's worst clity,”™ 690,000 sisep

in the streets; three-guarters of the people live in shacks, with no facilities, and during
the monscon much of the population wades through its own excreta. Greater Calcutta may have
66 million people by 2000 A, D., and become the catalvst for a world helocaust, Deforest-
ation, overcultivation and overgrazing are the chief causes of soil erosgion, which contri-
puted to the fall of many civilations. India’s population increase, from 60 o 400 million
in a little over 100 yvears contributes fo its disaster.

45 the popular economie beliefs here vresented solve nothing, the following analysis is
offered: We know that all the U, %, increased production kas not improved our per capita
real income in basic needs, as statistics since 1946, in “The Closing Circle,” indicate,

The reason is that the pressure of fen people competing for pnine full-time jobs (the ratio
given by David Brinkley in 1972) causes the least skilled to work for a subsistence wage,
rather than go on inadeguate relief, or take up thievery or prostitution. Real wages {in
buying power-even ignoring deteriorated and poisoned food and air, dangercus occupations,
crowded living space, noise, a 25 % chance of dying of camcer and a good chence of becoming
mentally disturbed) of the more skilled (unless favored by monopoly) will be proportionately
higher, but tied fc the subsistence wage, and therefore also stationary. Thus, a&s noted by
Ricarde, Henry George, Churebill and many others, genersl imcreases in production must be
refiected in the rental value of land (the basic wonopoly), and accrue to landholders, as
such, (whatever, if anything, they may earn as producers), For the average person to benefit,
indirectly, from general increases in productivity {(or reduced costs of govermment, monop-
oly or crime-if they ever come), it will be necessary to assess the full ground rent-pro-
gressively, within five vears—-to help support government services, and permdt reduced taxes
on production and savings, Higher GNP npow goes to monopoly and conguest, And waste.

The difference between the ground rent (created by nature and community development) and
the fraction of that rental actually assessed i unearned income, When fully assessed,
ilznd will have only a nominal sale price, as the price is the capitalization of the une
earned income, and there will be ne basis for speculation and hoazding. ALl land will
guickly be forced inte its best use, to pay the assessmenit, or released for others to
use. OUpportunity will tend to be equalized, with business and residential sites cbtain-
@ le at their true rental walue, paid as assessments, instesd of at current high specu-
lative rentals or purchase price, paid to nonworking landholders (which now keeps millions
unemplovedds Ample choice from the surplus opportunities opened up would enable everyone,
of any skill, any race, religion, ethnic background, and sither sex to obitain the equi~
valent of his production, in safes, heslthful work-his true economic wage-which can be
determined and obtained in no other way. We should, of course, eliminate every type of
favoritiasm: depletion sllowances {(now enjoved by more than 100 industries). invesiment
tax credits, accelerated depreciation, tax exempt foundaticns, private trusts, farm and
"wild life refuge® subsidies, exemptions on church lands and industries, tariffs and im-
poert oguotas (except to cover subsidized imports), non-competing conglomerstes, trade
union demands obtaired by force, interlocking directorates, bank control over indusiry
(furnishing 60 % of the invesiment, with 14 banks controliing 25 % of all deposits).
Monopoly income must be eliminated, and taxes greatly reduced, as theyprovide an effective
demznd for the superfluous and the dangerous. Only full esployment, ending {ear of disw
miszal, can make free gpeech possible. Independent experts must set guidelines on the
use of materisls, coordination of mest efficient transportation, cleanup of pollution,
gocialized medicine and adecquate charity. To function as human beings, we need selfw
expression within socianlly acceptable guidelines, scientifically determineds



