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~Brederic Bastiat (1850)

If avery pergen has the !égbt,fé defend. his pergen, his liberty,; and hisg preperty, then
it fellews that a greup ef men have the right te ergasize and sunpert a cemmen ferce te

. pretect these rights censtantly. Thus the principle of collective right-its reasen fer
existing, its lawfulness-is based en individual right., And the cemmsn feorce that pretects
this celiective right carmmet legiczlily have any ether purpese or any ather mission than
that fer which it acts as a substitute, Thus, since an individual csnnet lawfully use
ferce against the persen, liberty, er preperty of anether individual, then the cemmen
ferce-fer the same reasén-cannet lawfully be used te destrey the persen, liberty, or
preperty of individusis 8L greuns, :

But, unfertunately, law by ne means cenfines itself t® its preper functiens, The law has
placed the celiective ferce at the dispesal ef the uwnscrupalsus whe wish, witheut risk,
te expleit the persen, liberty, and preperty of ethers. It has cenverted plunder inte a
right, in erder te pretect plunder. And it cenverted lawful defense inte a crime, in erder
te punish lawful defense. The annals ef histsry bear witness te the truth of it: the in-
cessant wars, mass migratiens, religieis persecutiens, universal slavery, dishenesty in
cemmerce, and menspelies. ..generally, the law is made by ene man er ene class of men,
Thies, when plunder is erpanized by law fer the prefit ef these whe wazlke the law, all the
plundered classes try semehew te enter..inte the making of laws, ..But them, participa-
tien in the making ef law becemes universal, And then, men seek te balance their cepw
flicting interests by universal plunder, Instead ef reeting eut the injustices feund in
seciety, they make these injustices general, a0 :

In the first place, it -eraseés frem everyene's conscience the distinctien between justice
and injustice, oThtez, in erder t@fmake-plunder appear just and sacred te many censciences,
it is enly necéssary fer the law te decree ahd sanctien it, "iin gevernment-endewed teach-
ing pesitiens, the prefesser rigereusly refrain frem endangering in the slightest degree
the respect due te the laws new in ferce."s.Under the pretense of erganizatien, régulatien,
pretectien, er enceuragement, the law takes preperty from one persen and gives it te an-
ether; the law takes the wealth ef all and.gives it te a few-whether farmers, manufact-
urers, shipswners, artists, er cemedians. ,.The excluded classes.,will say te veu:,,
“Others use the law te razise the prices of bread, meat, iren, or'cleth. ..we alse weuld
like te use the law fer eur ewn prefit. We demand frem the law the right te relief, which
is the pesr man’s plunder. Te ebtain. the right, we alse should be veters and lepislaters

in erder that we may erganize Beggary sn a grand scale fer eur ewn class, as yeu have er-

ganized Pretectien en a grand scale feor your class. ,,"

But hew is this legal plunder te be identified? ..See if the law benefits ene citizen at
the expense of anether by deing what the citizen himself cannet de witheut cemmitting a
crime, Then abelish this law witheut delay, fer it is net enly an evil itself, but aise it
is a fertile seource fer further evils_because~it invites reprisals. ..The persen whs pre-
fits frem this law will cemplain bitterly, defending his acquired rights, He will claim
that the state is ebligated te pretect and enceurage his particular industry; -that this
precedure enriches the state because the pretected industry is thus able te spend mere

and te pay higher wages te the pser werkingmen., Pe net listen te this sephistry by wested
irterests; The acceptance @f these arguments will build legal plunder inte a whele §Y5~
tem, In fact, this has ailready eccurred, ' ' ' :
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New, lepal plunder can be cemmitted in an infinite number of ways. ..tariffs, pretectien,
benefits, subsidies, enceuragements, pregrassive taxatien, public schesls, guarantesd jebs,
guaranteed prefits, minimum wages, a right te relief, a right te the teosls of laber, free
credit, and se en, and se en, All these plans s a whoelewwith their cemmen aim ef legal
plunder-constitute secialism, ..The Cheice Befere Us:,.l, The few plunder the manv. 2.
tvervbedy plunders evervbedy. 3. Nabedy plunders anybedy, .. Mo lepal nlunder: This iz the
principle of justice, peace, order, stability, harmeny, and lapgic. ..0ut when the law, by
meang of its neg&ssarviagent, ferce, impeses upsn men a regulatien ef laber, a methed L33

a subject ef educatien, a religieus faith er creed-then the law is ne lenger negative; ..
#hen this happens the peeple ne lsnger need te discuss, te cempare, te flan ahead; the law
dees all this fer them, Intelligence becemes a useless prep fsr the peeple: they cease te
be men; they lese their persenality, their libertv, their preperty.

Yeu say: "There are persens whe have ne meney,” and ‘you turn te the lew. But the law is net
2 breast that fills itself with milk. .,Yeu say: "There are persens whe lack educatisn, ™
and ysu turn te the law, But the law is net, in itself, a terch ef learning which shines
its light abread. ..Yeu say: "Here are persens whe are lacking in merality er religien,”
and yeu turn te the law, But law is ferce. And need T peint eut what z vielent and futile
effert it is te use ferce in the matters ef merality and religien? ..The writers assume
that peéple are inert matter, passive particles, metienless atems; at best a kind &f wveg-
etatisn indifferent te its ewn manner ef existence, They assume that peeple are suscep-
tible te being shaped-by the will and hand ef anether persen-inte an infinite variety of
ferms, mere or 1e35-symmetrical,'ar%istic; and perfected. .<sMersever, even whers they have
censented te recegnize a principle of actien in the heart &f mgn-and a principle of dig-
cernment in man's intellectwthey have censidered these gifts of Ged te be fatal gifts,

Accerding te these writers, it is ind@ed”fsrtunath'that'HeaVEn'has“best@wed_Up@n_certain
men-gevernors and legislaters-the exact eppesite inclinatiens, net enly fer their ewn sake
but aise for the sake of ‘the rest ef the werld! While mankind tends teward evil, the legis-
laters yearn fer geed; while mankind advances teward darkness, the legislaters aspire fer
enlightenment; while mankind is drawn teward vice, the legislaters are atiracted teward
virtue. ,,Ch, sublime writers! Please remember semetimes that this ciay, this gand, and.
this manure which veu seo arbitrarily dispese ef, are men! They are yeur equals! They are
intelligent and free human beings like yeurselves! As yeu have, they tee have received
from Ged the faculty te ebserve, te plan ahead, te think, and te judge fer themselves! .,
We understand that liberty means cempetitien, But achrding to Mr. leuis Blanc, cempeti-
tien is a system that ruins. the businessmen and exterminates the peeple, It is fer this
reasen that free peeple are ruined and exterminated in prepertien te their degree ef
freedem, R : : SR . o

It is net true that the legislater has abselute pewer "ever eur persens and preperty, The
existence of persens and preperty preceded the existence of the lcgisiatéf, and his func-—
tien is enly te guarantee their safety, ..And 1 defy anyene te say hsw even the theught eof
revelutien, ef insurrectien, of the slightest uprising ceuld arise against a gevernment
whese erganized feorce was cenfined enly te surpressing injustice. »oMy attitude teward all
other persens is well illustrated by this stery frem a celebrated traveler: He arrived ene
day in the midst of a tribe eof savages, where a child had just been bern. A crewd ef seeth-
sayers, magicians, and quacks-armed with rings, heoks, and cerds-surreunded it, One said:
“This child will nevér smell the perfume of a peace-pipe unless I stretch his nestrils.”
Anether said: "He will never be able te hear unless I draw his ear-lebes dewn te his
shoulders.”™ A third said: "ile will never see the. sunshine unless I slant his eyes," An-
other said: "He will never stand upright unless I bend his legs.™ A fifth said: "He will
never learn te think unless I flatten his skull.™ "Stop," cried the traveler. "What Ged
dees is well dene. Ds net claim te knew more than le., Ged has given orpgans te this frait
creature; let them develop and grow streng by exercise, use, experience, and liberty," ..
And new that the legislaters and de-geaders have se futilely inflicted se many systems upen
seciety, may they finally end where they sheuld have bégun: May they reject all systems,
and try liberty, fer liberty is an acknewledgment ef faith in Ged and His werks.

{Indirect plunder, ef unassessed greund rent, all unearned,,must ge, te end hearding and
speculative pricing of sites, and assure surplus work and heme building eppertunities,)



