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RALPH BORSODI.

OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES TO SOCIAL CHANGE

by Mildred J. Loonis

Dropping the day’s mail onto his
pack of unanswered letters, home-
steader Raiph Borsodi answered the
phone. He lisiened to an urgent voice . .
. and nodded affirmatively to his wife,
kneading bread nearby.

“Thank you,” he said to his phone
caller. “I'm glad my book has been
helpful. Yes, Myrtle Mae and 1 would
show you our homestead. Could you
come next Saturday morning when
others will be hete? So many have
responded to our story that we've had to
schedule peoples” visits in groups to ac-
commodate them all.”

That was in 1931, during the Great

Depression, which Raiph Borsodi had
predicted, as he reporied his famiiy
adventure in The Uply Civilization.

Thousands of readers had welcomed

Borsodi’'s philosophy and productive
Lifestyvle at Dogwoods, the Borsedi's
modern homestead near Suffern, New
York. Reviewers termed it “America’s
first critique of centralized indus-
trialism.” Harry Elmer Barnes said it
was both “timely and timeless.”

Raiph Borsodi’s values, writings and

actions led to acclaiming him America’s

voice for decentralism. He spoke for the
self-reliant, the quality-minded and -

believers in independence and security.

From bhis birth in 1886 and his youthful -

assistance with his publisher father, o
his death in 1977, Borsodi and his fami-
ly took definite steps toward his increas-
ingly clear vision of 2 good life in a good
society.

Today, in the 1980s, Borsodi is label-
ed “fifty years ahead of his time.” One

whe not only spoke, but acted in the - |

vanguard, Borsodi not only met suc-
cesses, he alse encountered critics and

adversaries. In his predominately up-

ward climb toward seif-conscious goals,
three of his ouistanding projects

brought reverses that would have -

discouraged a less intrepid soul—one in
1933, ancther in 1945, and a third in
the 1960s. My 35 years of study of and
work with Ralph Borsedi allowed my
participation and close observaiion of
them. ' )

A COMRITTED MAN

I knew Ralph Borsodi zs an inner-di-
rected person, z brilliant mind, sensi-
tive and responsive to simple, beautiful
. things, but aiways disciplined and com-
“mitted tu acting on clear, ethical prin-
ciples. I have scen him impatient and
occasionally blunt, but predominantly
quiet, considerste and compassionate.
We who knew him well marvel at his
complexity, his range of knowledge,
and his achievements on so many levels.
A chronological listing of eveats has

" shaped a fortheoming biography.

- Antedating the curreni nufritional-
upbeat, Borsodi discarded packaged
cereals in 1918, His 1921 Dogwoods
Homestead of native rock is still a
meodet for new-age builders; and his

1921 electrified kitchesn flour il a Jead |

in appropriate techuology. His expose
of high distribution cosis in National
Advertising and Prosperity, is the
Waterice of centrafized industry.
. Schumacher’'s Small Iz Beautiful
popularizes seif-reliance, and Borsodi’s
1934 Fiight from ‘the City was

o

republished 40 vears after it appeared.

Borsodi’s Suffern, New York School
of Living (1936-45) opened the door for
widespread exzperimentation in free
universities, home education, etc. His
1942 Inflation Is Coming suggested
both short and long range steps that
show why Keyhes “controlled” inflation
is not the solution. Borsodi’s Education
and Living (1948) suggested “norms of

living.”” Borsodi’s study-writing in India
and the Far East showed The Challenge

_ of Asin (1958} and tied into the Eastern
Buddhist permeaticn of Western con-
cepts. In India too, Borsodi produced A
Decentralist Manifesto, a simple, fas-
reaching “platform” in advance of
Citizens Parties. His stimulating sum-
mary of Seventeen Major Problems of
Individuals and Society {1968) guides
many a searcher for integration in to-
day’s education.

In the late 60s and early 70s co-
~workers joined in Borsodi's most defini-
tive social changes; the International
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Independence Instituie presenting sy
ethical- alternative to-land-speca
in The f‘cmmuni%y Land Trust,
people’s cooperative moncy symem, The
Constani, o replace the exploliative
aspest of the 1.5, Federal Reserve and
its conseguent infiation,

‘in 1977 at Relph Borsodi's death,
friends and studenty published =
memorial Green Revolution, and re-
dedicated themseives to continuing his
work for a truly free society.

A LONE HETSMAN
Borsodi was always ready to move on.
He worked alone; he was not beholdegn
to a corporation, an educational institu-
-tion, or to a government. He was ever

ready to leave behind, if need be, those

who chose not to undersiand or who
preferred a different standard.

One such incident was the Dayton
Liberty Homesiead (i931-34). As a
member of one of those homesiead
households, I reremnber the shock we
feit when B i explained his prin-
ciples—especiafly the commurity tite
{rather than individual title} to land.

“Land, like human beings, should
¢ to buying and sethng

not be sabject
Borsodi said simply. "La $
humaniy produce¢  procuct. Land is
everyone’s common heritage.” To put it
mildly, this startted us would-be home-
steaders.

Long and vtgorous dlacussmns fol-
lowed, with fear and anper freqguently
cropping up. Borsodi remained quiet
and sure. Factions developed for and
against “community land-tenure.”
Delays and no action in the project,
which some reported was filled with
“bickering.” I calied it miscommunica-
tion and inept group-process, stemming
from our woeful miseducation in land
ethics.

Borsodi also steod firm on financing
Liberty Homestead without government
and tax support. Those were the days of
tight money and the Great Depression.
When loca! funds for building home-
steads ran out, homesteaders suggested
borrowing from the U.S. government.

“But that brings us the risk of losing
our conirol,”’ said Borsodi. “Remem-
ber, 'he who pays the piper calls the
tune.” Government action, as you
know, rest on compulsion; government
funds coine out of taxing everyone's
pocket or government issuing-printing
money, which we eventually pay for too.
Either way, deficits raise prices and
bring on inflation.”

wtened, but knew
the-time -came;
e 1O K §§Sidy

“Sorey,” said Rorsodi. “The uje is
cast, Liberty h;mestead Project is now
yours to compicte. 1 do not choose ‘io
work umdsr government supewxsnon.
He returned to his home in Suffern,
Mew York. Biost of 45 agreed we were
plunging into the respossibilities e:f
demoeracy. Oihers called Borsodi
“high-handed.”

SCHOOL OF LIVIRG

That vear, 1933, Borsodi planned
with his family and neighbors: “If
Americarn people develop wisdom about
their fvos—about what government
shouid do and should not do, about
where to live, how to be healthy-a new
education iz peeded. Let us build a
Schosi of Living.”

They responded. By 1933, they had
built Huyard Lane community—they
procured 40 acres: ralsed the money;
enlisted sixteen families to build two-
acre h-:,meﬁe@ i, with & school home-

i ¢ Horsodi im-
fand reform.
Hi tressaved sdrer was in a com-
smunity fand vruss, Fach homesteader
paid & smsli annuel resial {o the group-
trust for use-title to 2 winall acre
paid no high purchase price. As a land-
trust mewmber, each homestead family
built, paid for, owned end had personal
title fo their home. ,

The Suffern School of Living de-
veloped, - and so did its problems.
Students, apprentices, sociclogists
camme to observe and to study, One
Ba}m‘d Land homestcader, Hiram Mer-
riman, was dissatisfied. He was suc-
cessfiul with his dozen chickens, but he
was ambitions. He wanted a thriving

. egg and pouliry business. Why fiddle

with a dozen hens?

When he proposed i, hrs neighbors,
including Borsodi, reminded him that
his contract with the community land
trust Hmited his land-use to home pro-
duction-—not a commercial business,

Replied Hiram, “If it’s the trust land
coniract that prevents it, let’s rescind
‘the community conirol of land use.”

~ Hiram planned a campaign. He had
energy and ke undertook changing the
community's land sysiem. He found no
sirong conviction or support for land
ethics among his fellow homesteaders,
When the vole was taken, Hiram had a
majority. ‘Bo the Merrimans built their -
three story houses for 1,000 layers.



