» rank with Plaro,
and Henry George would be among them.” Progress and Poverty has been
sranslared into at least thirteen fanguapes. Ir was estimated that in the
quarter-century before 1903, more than two million copies were sold, a
larger market than the most popular novels of the time,

In 1897, Hensy George was for the second titme labor's candidate for
mavor of New York. Feur days before the election, he died. His funeral in
New York City broughr such an outpouring of mourners that ic is said to
have been: the largest tribute ever paid z private citizen in the Unired
States. The numbers of people, and the entourage, equaled thar of the
frneral for Presidenr ULS, Grane. On his gravesione wers engraved his

“Che can count on the Aneers of two hands those who

WOIGS

Acceptance of the trath [ have taught will not come quickly.
If that were true, it would have been accepred long ago. But
the voice of muth is mighey, and it will come. One day,
justice and peace will flood the world, and people will treat
land as their common herirage.

The iand monopoly is not the only menopoly, but it is the mother of
all monopolies. Where George's propesals have been even partially
sccepred, land sites have become more accessible, business improved, and
marker exchange freer. Dlenmark has changed its tax sysrem in rhis
direction under the leadership of the Justice Party, committed to hand-
value taxarion. With it and shousands of cooperarives, Danish citizens
have rransformed their country into 2 fourishing, beauriful countryside,
supporting a large population in health and comforr. Melboumne,
Australiz, and sections of MNew Zealand have flourished under land-value
taxation.

s
of 2 h;, Lze,r tE-TRIE On Lmd than on improvemensts, and orher ciries are
moving info this pattern. Southfield, Michigan, near Detroir, became o
city of beauwtiful homes because of reduced taxes on buildings when
taxation shifted to site value of fand.

Henry George was preeminently a decentralist, Collecting social values
of Tand reduces and would eventnally eliminare the monopolies that
manipulate proht, wages, and interest. Removing taxes from labor
products would insure workers a larger share of the products and wages
they produce.

s, Penmsylvania, have long shown the ben
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Henry George: Eliminating
Land Monopoly

HENRY GEORGE REFPRESENTS another aspect of the decenuralist
framework. In the last half of the 18003, he worked o define and
eliminate fand moncpoly. He was bom in 1839 in Philadelphia. As 2
child, he nored the squalor and misery of people in his neighborhood,
aloneside grear wealth and riches. When he was fourteen years old, he
iefe school to work in a store, and two years later he sailed to Australia as
a cabin boy. Everywhere the ship docked he saw this contrast between
wealth and poverty—in the Mediterranean ports, in Egypt, India, China,
and the Seurh Seas.

Henry George wondered whether such conditions existed in the
American West, newly opened to white sertlement, where people were
washing gold from running streams. He went to California ro investigate.
There, too, he found destitution among beautiful buildings and spacious
homes. Poverty amid progress was the enigma of modern times. Why was
this? He resolved ro discover rhe reasons, and a solution.

As o printer, reporrer, and finally editor of West Coust newspapers,
Henry George pondered and nyo*:mi on the disparity of wealth among
people, One day, at the edge of Szn Francisco, he locked for a bit of land
on which 1o build a home for his family. In an open area, with no houses
in sight, he asked a man the cost of an acre there. “One thousand
dollars,” the man answered.

“A thousand dollars for mere space——a vacant acre on which no work
had been done,” George rernonstrated. 1 work for a low wage. Why
should I give my earnings and my laber to a holder of land who has done
no work at all?”

George found in this incident a clue @0 poverty in the midse of plenty.
Workers had to pay nonworkers for space to live. He editorialized on this
and waged a vigorous campaign against government grants of land to
railways. The railroad companies bought a controlling interest in his
newspaper and forced him our. The extraordinary rise in Califomia land
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