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fered job of advertsing memeger in z big deperiment store. I be
swe  wminieterts assis T
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sment ch11dren, who p¢ayed on the streets nearby,; end didn't come
“to Sundsy Sechool. And houses of prostitution zeress from our hand-
some church. No churech members secmed surprised, nor were they

concerned in the local mill workers striking for better conditions.
My enthusiasm began to wane for writing the minister's letters,

and reminding the elders to attend Tuesday's meeting., I wanderéd
whether I'd be more effective in a Jjob with children.

In 1928, I became & teacher in = prsgreégive-weekdag
SGehool of Religion in Dayton, Chio. I met bhundreds of public school

children, in classes Tfer seripitural and charscter edwcation. Lere

3

were ehaliemging conesepte of the Bibkle, of echild-development,
meking frienés‘with_negreiehildren, and canfronting” the chaileﬂge
of poverty and broken homes, |
The Great Depression Raises Questions

Without warning, this City Bewmtiful collapsed in 1931.
The banks closed, factories shut down, half the heads of families
were out of work., SHungry children stayed home from sechool. What
had happened? "The Stock Market crashedl"™ But why? What gaused
the ﬁépressiaﬁ? ¥hat could we do about it? |

Ididn't know; my degr®e in eccnomics was no help. My
colliege profs. sent contradictory comments. Ministers and co-
workers were puzzled at my guestion, "Has the church & responsi-
bility for preventing such conditicnsTth

I had to find out. TFour of ouvur staff, for whom thers
was no long siisries, went to Mecca. In New York's Columbis Unie
versity and Union Cfeminary, we repeated those questions. They set

ue reading bocks on focialism; courses in psychiatry and Fthical

Interve : P " . im g .
PBedation of Cuprrent Events. + worked with children in The



Dowery and

best of cack.® We alongf with many who had @reeeeﬁed us, went
to talk with: Borsedi at their Iogweods HOmestead,dn Rockdind County.
The Borsodis had built their large, comfortable home from

aflve rgc% Co np@rwhaodeu iir@place g nandﬁwavewara@e 8r%—
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stic p@tterg. In tﬁe COLY klbcnﬁﬁ, mlli& znd mCtOfH grcuﬁd flour
and cereal; juiced fruits and vegetable. An Ags sitove gave plenty

of heat and hot water on half a bucket of cosl a day. Drisd herbs
in the windows =dded to the produntive atmc phere, Outside were
woods For fuel: gardens, fruit and nut ﬁr&esq A *to;e ghed for
chieken;;gﬁﬁ z pig and two goa®s. Down the slope was s swimming
pool, and a stone cotiage for a married son. Here on 16 acres was
a ppodeutive 1ife, guite different from Hebtraske farming, work and
lesure, producticn and coasump%iong independence snd artistic creas
tivity, all rolled Together, |

We asked Borgedi "Whaet to do to revive Dayton?¥

%@f unemployed families on homesteads like oursi® he

uickly remiem *Hing Bay'ten with small communities where families
can bulld snd garden, produce on thelr own,® &
Tt wasn't long until Borsodi was invited 4o Davion. ¥With

-~ - " g .

social Agencies, they developed Liberty Nomest

]

ad Community,

widely disenssed in Survey bx4@,£u ﬂdg ther jeurnsls of the time.
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In the Spring of 1932,1 had s Masters Degree in Religious
fzcation and no tie to doctrinal formulations. I agreed that ours
was "an ugly civilization® but that Yprogreseive education®” &50F&
was ecual to enything. I would test it out in 14

Littie Hell, a Chicago



stopped to approve, ilre. h;qc%ellisighed, “But whatis the us e’

F

After school, noisgy

poured in fop epafits, glee oliuvby gym,
dramstice. Wan Mrs. #itchell Irom Works Progress Administration

boys paint 4in cens, meent for food-cannisters., Whien I
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painted cannisters used.aa footballe in the alley, gave point

o i ner guectlon.

it the Spring Festival, my doubts inecreased. The sudience

was arriving et the gym, when gkrls excitedly shouted, "Mary cen't
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ecmel MHer father wha't let her. Come, get Mary!™ HMerv wag & coloist

-
b
-
[8%)
o
]
e
ad
b
i
Y
[}

iead in a play, part of twe figure d
.Bﬁ showi?  We ré&@é ﬁoww:t“e gtreet, D tﬁr&'ﬁ&igh%ﬁﬁ"aﬁﬁ into the
‘arelll kifche. HMother wes wiping Mary's tesr-stained facey Father
sat with head on his arme on the bable.

?%%f%@ come to get Mary,® we said. *

Hr, Marelli raised up, shouting, "Bhe no go3 she got no
dress, noe shoes.? |

"yt we have, We'll put shoeg and dresses on hery

"fhe no gol We got ﬁc chairs, no curtains, no food, Mutiingt

Wy case-a~wokk; , she Give me‘ne work for ninbteen monthat® |

"You come to the settlement h@uﬁeﬁamorrcw, and I'11 get you

We ﬁut Warv on Fﬁﬁ the show went on. Back stage I watched

her pirdette in the ballet, heard her sweet ginging. She must go

an angry : ‘ L
home ~- A8k to sf/father frustrated by no work. Fo one in Ohiecago
TS ps - . . . . et h g
could find work for him in Chicago in " Az the e went on
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i knew I could no longer stey there, ps “ﬁg??ﬁ forts—from =

A d o jLaw
ekd=mrdy ivécious economic system.
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WOEY gatisled 1n Bhe

werebuiliding

Children ran in the wouls-and

How ouxr Chicsgo Pnelghbers® would have loved 1%

s

Putd as WL%nter approached, Liberiy homesteadérs were

tn

troubled. Funds wersd exhaustsd, and the only reaaurse§u$%%g a govern-
ment loan, along with government su@érvisieﬁ and control. ”

Ealyh.ﬁersmdi caubioned against it; Plovernment is to pro-
tect our persons andd property; not e dirsed cur business and our
pommunitiss." When he chose to return. to his heome in Suffern,;ﬂ;Yay
2 homesteader remar rked o a saddenad groupr, "A wise man has reiturned
to the Hast,” '-

Under Fedrsral control, the Payton homesteaders thvered in

unfinished houses, After much deddy, changes of supervisors, and

14
%%jggﬁéé%gy, the project was ligulidated; and h@meqtﬂaéargé moaght

:3'\4%’; 3— exﬂw
treditional jobs, or unenployment “ﬁﬁﬁkﬁﬁﬁxﬁxﬁixiﬁf XL taaght public

sehool end enr@}led in adult courses in Consumers Cceperatlon and
Henry George School of Social Belenece. From the later, came the
challenge of recognizing land as a common heritage--never -tc be
treated as o commedity te be Bought and sold for s profit, no
more than a human being should ever be bought anﬁ.ssld.¢e.Ralph
Borsodl Dbegan a Sehool of Living, st Sufferm, H.Y., for remeaxeh
in how o live as a fulfilling humsan being.

The Zchool of Lifing

ey

In 19%G, RBorsosdlts School of Living, an ativactive Iuteh

. o e —

colonial house, %ﬁgxlz Tour acres, was the center of Bayard Lane
smail ‘ -

community of 16 family homesteads. I went to bef part of it--assift-

R

ed whtlh research in home producticn. THeme canning and baklng

Broved wmore matritisns o . R
ed more mitritious and economical than purcnased food of equal
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homestesds god cowmuniities,

invewtigate

 was a challenging new way of life;
certalinli not *capitalistt as T knew i%t, and net the sceielism of my
student dayse £ was aglow with & satisiying, n%n»ex@litié% pattern,
part end parcel of socic-esconomic reforms I balieved wgml& create %he
war~iess world I longed for. &

Changes came to¢ in my personal life-style. It wus possible

te edé warrisge, sharing

Ty

the homestesd life-patiern wiith John Loomis.

sre in

We ehbnged o run=0own Uhio farm $0 Lene's End Homestead, vl
b

creative leisurely fashion, we produced almost EVe?Vthlﬁg we - ued.

4

afde¢ & low-cost conerete building to baocme an eut@aﬂt fof the
Sehool of Living, wzth library end housing of infermal students and
apprentices. For thrity-five yesrs, we shared and enjoyed ‘the ups
end downe of what we decentralistes call the good life.

¥ew VWhat Flace for Froductive Homssoteads @@dayé

Sow iv the 805, more people are alarmed by theﬁmééérn ¢risis
- pellution, energy shortage, inflation, crinme, caﬂcef3 alienation,
materialism. lMore pecple sre assessing and welcoming a p:oductive
home., Newcomers sometimes exclalim, "We caﬂ?* turn the ﬁlOCh aa@k{”

meaning "we can't change techno

ek
ol

m
bte
L]
v}
el
e
@
{1
jl
1
E
a

Mt oxf coufhe we
cand The esgencéd of Christienity 1s "human belngs are crea *u f1

of choice, not sutomatons.? Humans have the power {of God) within,

and most assuredly reap what they sow. 3ince human %elrwﬁ create

achines, facdories, + ] R
na » faccories, tecyrmolofy, they can diveot them. .-



