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What Are Specific Causes of War?

Back of War are basic economic mal-adjustments. Most people know
this, but few clearly understand the real nature of, or can gxplain; the
specific mal-relationships which bring on international conflict. Thousands
of protestors are vaguely aware of “economic causes of war,” yet admmt
thelr confusion. Economists, in and outside of earnest iéfﬁgq-,ggoups,

present varying and opposing economic programs for peace. “Vagueness, - -

perplexity and economic illiteracy predominate.

In this confusion one often hears that the other nations —
particularly “commmnist” nations — are the enemies, the agressors who are
responsibie for war. Persons who suspect mistakes on “our” side shre at
least two unsemantic-habits: they may ifdict’ Sﬁfﬂéfﬁ:fﬁig,ﬁ"%=gﬂéﬁ§tal.' :
abstractions {(“capitalism,” *the Establishinent,®" “exploitation,”
“imperialism™} as war’s chief causes. Or at an opposite extreme, they
condemn a particular person or group of persons — “the President,” “the
Adminpistration,” “the millionaires.” w2y

All these by-pass and fail to uncover the bééic assumptions and ., .

factors in our western, “democratic” econoniic system (or any system)
which make the Vietnam War and similar wars, inevitable, What is i in our
US. economy or any economy, which produces such persistent conflict
within it, that it necessarily spreads beyond its national borders?"
Sometimes persons attémpting to isolate war’s econormic causes name such
activities as “unemployment,” ““foreign investments” or “armamest
production.” But what causes these? Unempioyment, foreign investments

and armament are indeed part of the war-process, but not initial causes. _
Where do they. start? When we find their beginnings, we can more likely -
replace them with bdsic and adequate programs-for economic health and -
world peace. 7 - R

In economics is our swvival. In the area of living which we call
“economics,” persons produce goods from the earth and exchange them
with one another. Essentially economics is production and distribution. j
“The Earth is a well-provisioned ship,” said an  American
cconomic-philosopher, Henry George. If production and exchange are fair
and honest, everyone can survive without conflict. Birt if at the center of
either production or exchange (or both) some persons have privilege, not
shared by, others, the privileged benefit unduly and others may starve.
From this disparity comes conflict. This conflict-process, continued for’
years and multiplied into an industrial complex, expands across the globe.
Could we now restate the problem at the head ofithis article: What.are the
specific causes of war? to ask, “Under what conditions can production and
distribution of material goods be done without privilege and conflict?”

The five graphs below, with brief explaniations, atternpt to get at
economic roots. Basic economic factors are named; their nature examined;
their labels defined. They are essentially obvious and simple. They may
not be familiar in the sense that they are subjects of general conversation,
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but economic factors are not complex and obscure. Any reader can test

the adequacy of these definitions and explanations by his own personal

ghservation, :

A Pesceful Flow of Goods
% — -
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GRAPH 1

This fizst graph shows the simple, peaceful flow of goods in which
there is no conflict, e ’

Three factors exist: Men, Natural Resources {NR)and Products (P}
Each by nature is very different from the others. T

_ Hen. Human beings are the active, creative, energy systems. They,
by nature, must use the materials from the carth to sustain their lives.
They must get to, have access 1o, use natural tesources.

Meturgl Resourees. Land, seas, harbors, minerals, forests, oi. These
are nutwral, uncreated. They are “given” — not produced by men. They are
Hmived, and vet necessary to every person’s survival, ‘

. Products, When human beings use their energy on Naiural

"Resources, they get something entirely. different: houses, cloth, tools,
food. All these include human labor. They are called products, wealth,
capital. Because of his Iabor in it, one who has produced them (or-
exchanged value for them) can call these products his own.. He can
consume, save, sell, let it spoil, destroy it and no one will be harmed but
himself. It is of course of his interest to use it wisely. -

. S0 long as ali men can get to natural resources on an equal footing,
thezg i$ no conflict. {Not every person may choose to produce on ihe land
dizectly. Many may prefer to work in the secondary level of processing or
manufacturing. But access to land is open to him on equality with all-
others) 8o long as each man can own and use the products he produces -
there is no basis for conflict. A system where nothing obstructs access to
resourges nor inferferes with the. flow of their products back to Men, could -
rot produce organized war, R

Who Owns What?

Since Natural Resources are not produced by Men, it can readily be
seen that NR cannot be called “private™ (mine) to be owned and sold ke
the things which one produces (P) from natural‘resources. Ethically one
can “possess,” (have title to) natural résources so long 45 he occupies and
uses.them. Long ago, natural tesources were recognized as free to all. Land
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Flew of Goods Once More Unrestricted
Now Passing Through Mutual Bank As Suggested Exchange System

"+ Must we not conclude that for justice and peace to become realities,
alt produced goods must circulate in the main flow? Are not at least two
changes needed for such a peaceful flow?

(1) Urban and rural land. (all Natural Resources) must be equally
available to all. Title must be based on occupancy and use. Title to land or
natural resources may be validated by coercion or agreement,
Agreement-contracts between participanits can be developed to give users
title during their use of land, with any advantage in land sites shared by
everyone in the community . L '

"2y The medivm by which goods are ‘e¥changed must accurately
measure the value of objects and services exchanged; with such medium
issued on goods going to market. Here too several ways are possible fo
implement such practices. One is through a mutua] bank, owned and
operated by its depositors or members. ' '

An organization tc teach and promote comstructive economic

""ﬁ:"fc:hanggs is the International Independence Institute.* The Independent

Institute existi to shaw thé need for funds to be loaned at cost or at very
low rates to groups 6f people wariing to use land. An Institute plan is to
teach land users to form themselvesinto a fand-holding Association which
holds title to the land but agreeing 1o hold it in Trust, never to put it into
2 private, seiling, speculative markel; Member families of the Association
would be alloted plots on Association land on payment of a smail annual,
long-term fee to their Association, This approximates the village-holding of
land in the Graindan system of fndia, and that of the Jewish National

_-Fund in Israel. '
¢ - Been in this perspective, is the major challenge to peacemakers in

protest marches, political parties, or some far-off land where war is being

fought? Is there not need for energy at our very doorsteps in
reconstruciing the handling of those crucial economic areas, land and
exchange? '

Bibliography for an Economics of Peace

General

Property and Trusterty, Ralph Borsodi, $1.00 — 80 pages clear
mimeographing. A careful examination of the Things in the world from
the angle of what (ethically} should be owned and what held in trust; of
who should own and how. One of a series of Ralph Borsodi’s life time
studies and action on major aspects of living: In this Possessional Problem,
one finds Borsodi’s usual exact distinctions and precise definitions.

- *Internationial Independence Instifute, sponsosed by Ralph Borsodi, founder of The
School of Living; divected by Robert Swann, Rt. 1 Box 1978, Voluntown, Conn.



Challenge 10 Crisis, Melford Pearson, 334 pages, paperback, $3.00 —
A grpahic honest picture of the America of opportunity we think we live
in, and explanation of why we actually live in an America of privilege,
power and poverty. Mi. Pearson, .editor of Fagle’s Eye points to a
Corporate Commonwealth. to finish the task-of an America of freedom and
justice for all, with land and banking in the hands of people who use them.

General Idea of the Revolution, P. 3. Proudhon, 5995 (Recently
published by Haskell; 280 Lafayette, NYC and in many libraries — ask for
it.} A penetrating analysis of basic principles of association, of authority,
- of contract, and how, social organisms develop from ethical-economic
relationships. Includes banking, debt, prices and government: A challenge
to both radicals and conservatives to understand and create an orderly;
contractual society. e
Land _ o
Progress and Poverty, Henry George. Complete and condensed
editions, $2.00. Integrates cthics and economics; separates land from
property; calls for the community use of a cominunity-produced value in
land-sites. So well written that &t is part of a Classics Book Club; so
carefully developed that it has been used as a text in logic at Johns
Hopkins University. Though written in 1879, it speaks to modern
conditions because George said that land values increase, and poverty
intensifies (so long as rent is privately used) in proportion to technical and
industrial development. . .

Land Trust, Increasing Practice for Social Change: reprint — $.25, by
- Mildred Loomis. A summary, in Jan. 1970 Henry George News, of modern
trend to place land in trust for users of it. Includes brief report of Jewish
National Land Fund, Independence land-rust and community-backed
mongy, and other individual and intentional community use of land as a
{rust. -

Money E ] .
. Wealth, Virtual Wealth and Debf, Frederick Soddy, 1561, A
statement of the misconceptions and realities in exchange, money, and
debt. Helps in understanding why the ignorance and confusion in money,
banking and credit is relevant to economic health and world peace,

- Comimunity-Based Money; Brick Hansch, mimeographed 10 pages,
$.25. A clear evaluation of several types of changes in money and
exchange, with a brief explanation of the nature #nd need for issuing
money on local goods going to market. A part of the research study of the
International Foundation for Independence. _

A Community’s Need for An Economy; Griscom Morgan;”
mimeographed, 8§.25. Of especial help for intentional communities to _
develop a sound exchange system. Griscom Morgan is part of Community
Service, Yellow Springs, Ohio, a clearing house for community:; he is also a
founding-member of the Vale Community there.
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Back of War'are basic economic rhal-adjustments. Most people know
this, but few clearly understand the real nature of, or can explain, the
specific malrelationships which bring on jnternational conflict. Thousands
- of protestors are vaguely aware of “economic causes of war,” yet admit
- their confusion. Economisis, in and outside of earnest reform proups,
- present varying and opposing ecdnomic programs for peace. Vagueross,
perplexity and economic Hliteracy predominate, :

In this confusion one often hears that the other nations —
particularly “communist™ nations —are the enermes, the agressors who are
responsible for war. Persons who suspect mistakes on “our™ side share at
least two unsemantic habits: they may indict some big, general
abstractions {“capitalism,” *the Establishment,” “exploitation,”
“imperialism™} as war’s chief causes. Or at an opposite exireme, they
condemn a particular person or group of persons — “the President,” “the
Administration,” “the millionaires.”

All these by-pass and fail to uncover the basic assumptions and
factors in our western, “democratic” economic system (or any system}
which make the Vietnam War and similar wars, inevitable. What is it in our
U.S. economy or any eéconomy, which produces such persistent conflict
within it, that it necessarily spreads beyond ils national borders?
Sometimes persons altempiing to isolate war’s economic caises name such
activities as “unemployment,” “foreign investimenis” or “armement
production.” But what czuses these? Unemployment, foreign investments
and armament are indeed part of the war-process, but not initial causes.
Where do they start? When we find their beginnings, we can more likely
replace them with basic and adequate programs for economic health and
world peace.

In economics is our survival. In the area of living which we call
“econemics,” persons produce goods from the earth and exchange them
with one another. Essentially economics is production and distribution.
“The Earth is a well-provisioned ship,” said an American
econoric-philosopher, Henry George. If production and exchange are fair
and honest, everyone can survive without conflict. But if at the center of
either production or exchange (or both) some persons have privilege, not
shared by others, the privileged benefit unduly and others may starve.
From this disparity comes conflict. This conflict-process, continued for
years and multiplied into an industrial complex, expands across the globe.
Could we now re-state the problem at the head of this article: What are the
specific causes of war? to ask, “Under what conditions ean production and
distribution of material goods be done without privilege and conflici?”

The five graphs below, with brief explanations, attempt to get at
econonic reots. Basic economic factors are named; their nature examined;
théir labels defined. They are essentially obvious and simple. They may
ot be familiar in the sense that they are subjects of general conversation,



but economic factors are not complex and obscure. Any reader can test
the adequacy of these definitions and explanations by his own personal

P
observation.,

A Peaceful Flow of Goods
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This first graph shows the simple, peaceful flow of goods in which
thete is no conflict. 7 '
" Three factors exist: Men, Natural Resources (NR)and Products (P
Each by nature is very different from the others. Codvals
Men. Human beings are the active, creative, energy -systems. They,
by nature, must vse the materials from the earth to sustain their Jives.
They must get to, have access 10, use naturai resources. '
: Nztural Resources. Land, sess, Biarbors, mincrals, forests, oil, These
ik are natural, uncreated. They are “given” — not produced by men. They are
o limited, und yet necossary €0 every person’s survival.
Products. When human. beings use their energy on: Natural
"Resources, they get something entirely different: houses, cloth, tosls,
food. All these include human labor. They are called products, wealth,
capital. Because of his labor in it, one who has produced them {or
exchanged value for them) can call these products his own. He can
consume, save, sell, let it spoil, destroy it and no one will be har’med but
himself. It is of course of his interest to use it wisely. '

So long as all men can get to natural resources on an equal footing,
there is no conflict. (Not every person may choose to produce on the land
directly. Many may prefer to work in the secondary level of processing or
manufacturing. But access to land is open to him on equality with all
others.) So long as each man can own and yse the products he produces
there is no basis for conflict. A system where nothing obstructs access to
resources nor interferes with the flow of their products back to Men, could
not produce organized war, '

Wheo Gwns What?

Since Natural Resources are not produced by Men, it can readily be
seen that NR cagnnot be called “private” {mine) 1o be owned and sold like
the things which one produces (P) from natural resources. Ethically one

can “possess,” (have title to) natural resources so long as he oceupies and
uses themn. Long ago, natural resources were recognized as free to ail. Land



Flow of Goods Once More Unrestricted —
. -Now Passing Through butual Bank As Suggesied Exchenge System

Must we not conchude that for justice and peace to become realitics,
all produced goods must circulate ini the main ﬂow‘? Are not at least two
changes needed for such a peaceful {tow?.

{1) Urban and rural land {ali Natural Resources) must be equally
available to all. Title must be based on occupancy and use. Title to land or
natural resources may be validated by coercion or agreement.
Agreement-contracts between participants can be developed to give users
title during their use of land, with any advantage in 1311d sites shared by
everyone in the community..

(2) The medium by which goods are exchanged must accurately
measure the value of objects and services exchanged; with such medium
issued on goods going to merket. Here too several ways are possible to
implement sich practices: One is through a4 mutual bank, owned and
operated by its depositors or members. - ‘

An organization to teach and ‘promote constructive econosmic
changes'is the International Independence Institute.* The Independent
Institute-exisis to show the need for funds to be loaned at cost or af very
low rates to groups of people wanting to use land. An Instifute pian i to
teach land users to form themseives into a landholding Assuciation which
holds title to the land but agreeing o hold #t in Trust, never to put it inio
a private, selling, speculative market. Member families of the Association
would be alloted plots on Association land on payment of a small annual,
jongterm fee to their Association. This approximates the village-hiolding of
land in the Gramdan system of ind#a, and that of the Iewxsh Mational
Fund in Israel.

Seen in this perspective, is the major chal lenge 10 peacemakers in
protest marches, political parties, or some far-off land where war is being
fought? Is there not need for energy at our very doorsteps in
reconstructing the handling of those cmc:al economic areas, 1and. and
exchange?

Bibliography for an Economics of Peace

General

Property and Trusterty, Raiph Borsodi, $1.00 — 80 pages clear
mimeographing. A careful examination of the Things in the world from
the angle of what (ethically} should be owned and what held in trust; of
who should own and how. One of a series of Ralph Borsodi’s life time
studies and action on major aspects of living. In this Possessional Problem,
one finds Borsodi’s usyal exact distinctions and precise definitions.

*Intemat'ronai Indopendence Institute, sponsored by Ralph Borsodi, founder of The
School of Living; directed by Robert Swann, Rt. 1 Box 1978, Voluntown, Conn,




Challenge to Crisis, Melford Pearson, 334 pages, paperback, $3.00 —
A grpahic honest picture of the Americd of oppertunity we think we bve
in, and explanation of wiry we actually live in an America of privilege,
power and poveily. Mr. Pearson, editor of Eagle’s Eye points to
Corporate Commonwealth to finish the task of an America of freedom and
Justice for all, with land and banking in the hands of people who use thesr,

General Idea. of the Revolution, P. }J. Proudhon, $9.95 {Recently:
published by Haskeli, 280 Lafayette; NYC and in many libraries — ask for
it.) A penetrating analysis of basic principles of association, of authoriiy, .
of contract, and how social organisms develop from ethical economic
relationships. Includes banking, debt, prices and government. A challenge
to both radicals and ‘eonservatives to understand and create an orderly,
contractual societys. . (.. & E

L S

Progress and Poverty, Hemry' George. Complete and - condensed
editions, $2.00. Integrates ethics and economics; separates land from
property; calls-for the community use of a community-produced value in -
fand-sités. So well written that it is part of a Classics Book Club; so
carcfully developed that it has been. used as a text in logic at Johns
Hopikins University. Though written in 1879; it speaks to modern

conditions because George said that ‘Tand values' increaseand poverty .
intensifies (so long as rent is privatély used : in proportion totechnical and
industrial development. I P '

Land Trust, Increasing Practice for Social Change: reprint — $.25, by

Mildred Loomis. A summary, in Jun. 1970 Henry George News, of modem

irend to place fand in trust for uéers of it. includes brisf report of Jewish

Naticnal Land Fund, Independence  land-trust and community-backed

money, and other individual and intentional community use of land as a

irust. : ’ e -
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Money e T e
_ Weaith, Virtual Wealth and ‘Debt, Frederick Soddy, 1961, A
statement of the misconceptions and realities in exchange, money, and
debt. Helps in understanding why the ignorance and confusion jn money,
banking and credit is relevant to economic health and world peace.

Comymunity-Based Money; Erick Hansch, mimeographed 10 pages,
$.25. A clear evaluation of several fypes of changes in money and
exchange, with a brief explanation of the nature and need for issuing
meney on local goods going to market. A part of the research study of the
International Foundation for Independence. _

A Community’s Need for An Economy, Griscom Morgan;
mimeographed, $.25. Of especial help for intentional conununities to
develop a sound exchange system. Griscom Morgan is part of Comnmunity
Service, Yellow Springs, Ohio, a clearing house for community; he is also a
founding-member of the Vale Community there.




Governmant

fastead of ¢ Book, Beunjamio Tucker, {fate 1969 Haskell eprint}
51595, (Abso in many Fbraries) The fzmous compilation of discussions
from Liberty, one of the most cogent fovinals ever published in America
By the leading individualist-iiberiarian of the 19h century, Unsurpassed
for analysis of voluntary association, including the handiing of land, credit,
banking and exchange,

No Treason, Lysander Spooner, $1.50 (100 pages paperback).
Another zarly (1869) work by keading Amerionn individualist. Shows
wesknesses in the American Constitution and refutes the validity and
morality of claims of government. The right of any group to exercise
tegislative power over others & chalienged.

NOTE: Al the above books are available from Heatheote Schaol of Living, R1. 1,
Box 129, Freeland, md. 21053. Information on other probléms of living available on
requesi.






