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T heartily accept the wmotto, ' That
government iz best, which governs least;”
and 1 should like to see it acted up io
more sapidly and systematically, Carried

out, it finally amounts to this, which also

{ believe, "~ That government is best which

governs not at all,” and when men are

prepared for it, that will be the kind of

government  which  they  will have
Henry D. Thoreaw, " On the Duty of Civil
Disobeidence.”

. A PAN:HUMANIST MANIFESTO

* Liberty, Justice, Humanity "’
A new world iz heing born.

‘ If this new world is to be a better worid than the
world which is now dying; if it is to make possible a
fuller fruition of the human spirit, then it will be nothing
iike the Capitalist World of today; nothing like the Com-
munist World which the dictators of Russiz and Chioa
are seeking to force upcu the world; and ncthing like the
Socialist World into which most of the world iz now
drifting,

If concerned and throughtful men and women are (o
heip arrest the present drift and drive into a mechanized
barbarism; if they are to contribute to the birth of 2 world
in which men will be free to realise their potentialities
a5 creative beings. they must not enly have the courage
to assert themselves; they muast also discipline themselves
and think about all the institutions essentizl to such
a world.

The time has come to recognize that good intentions
are not enough; the time has come to part with those
who advocate sentimental Socialist follies; the time has
come te expose the sophisms of politicizans who call ths
demagogery of the Welfare State democracy; above all, the
time has cometo make it crysial clear that there is no one
panacea for the problems of soclety, and that neither
fanatic Communists, fanatic Fascists, nor fanatic Religi-
onists — who would tramsform the werld by hate and
revolution, by fire snd sword — have anvthing but misery
and frustration to offer to mankind.

This manifesto is submitted to the .thoughtfal and
concerned men and womsn of the world —to the real slite
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of each country — who should assert themselves and iake
over the intellectual and moral leadership of mankind from

those who have demonstrated confusion, incompetence,

lack of vision, greed and venality, bigotry and brutality,
I. HUMANIZATION AND SOCIAL RENAISSANCE

Man must be humanized.

A good society cannot be created unless a determin-
ing number of thoughtful and concerned men and women
in each country exercise influence and see that power is
properly utilized. This process of humanizing men and
society calls first not for political or economic action,
but for re-education.

There are no words strong enongh to make it clear
that none of the radical changes in the political and eco-
nomic institutions of the world which are here called for,
will by themselves create 2 good society. No genuinely
good society; no genuinely good life for the individual is
possible without radical changes in the prevailing system
of education throughout the world.

If man’s inner spirit is neglected; if moral values are
neglected in his system of education: if nolove of liberty,
of beauty, of truth, of justice, is instilled in him; if his
goals in life are vulgarized rather than humanized; if his
creative faculties are dulled in the home, in his schooling
in his recreation, in his work and occupation, the notion
that a perfect set of political or economic institutions
will result in the creation of a good society and a good
way of life is fantastic. If this mistake is made, what
will happen is that the best set of such institutions will
be perverted; the letter of the new institutions will be
honourad but the spirit disregarded, and the ultimate end
will prove a repetition of those repeated declines in civili-
zation which dot the tragic pages of history.

1t is for this reason that some such program of
educational reform as is here presented, is absolutely

essential,
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1. Leadership by a Mew Elite: The leadership which
the priests lost to the warriors, the warriors to the kings,
the kings to the businessmen, the businessmen to the
financiers, and which the financiers are now losing to the
politicians, must be assumed by a New Elite which sharply
distinguishes between the exercise of influence and the
exercise of power. The minority of concerned and
thoughtful teachers and writers, of poets and preachers,
of artists and scientists, of physicians and lawyers, who
constitute the real elite of any society, must bhe reborn.
They must consecrate themselves to the search and reali-
sation of what is true, what iz good, what is beautiful.

But even that is not encugh.

They must not only seek and create, they must also
teach: they must equip those whom they influence with
the accumulated knowledge and wisdom of both the East
and the West, and of the ancient and the modern world;
they must furnish inspiration and not only instruction;
they must motivate those whom they influence to live

morally, intellectually and culturally like superior persons.”®

* There is no word in English which both connotes and denotes
precisely what is here referred to by the use of the word **elite.”
The word **intellectual” is manifestly inappropriate; not only intell
igence but concern must be the attribute of this elite. In French, the
word * clerk™ as it was used by Julien Brenda in the oxiginal of his
book translated as * The Treason of the Intellectusls,” is far better.
The word “ vogi” as used in the Bhagavad Gita most precisely desig.
nates the kind of men and wonen who constitute the elite. The yogi,
in the original Sanskrit, was not & mere mystic who had renounced
the world for meditation; he was a seli-dedicated soul who had both
knowledge and wisdom, who had both concern and compassion, above
all, who acted. He was a man of deeds and not of mere sentiment,
who had engaged himself not only to lead a good Jife but to help and
to make possible a good life for all mankind.

It is also worth noting that in the original Sanskrit of the Gita,
the concept of the Brahmins as a class, was in f{act the concept of
such an elite as is here called for. Unfortuntely, the later transfor.
mation of this word o designate a hereditary caste, makes it inadvis.
sble, particularly in the West, to use this term.
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Withont such an elite, no good socisiv and no good
life can be either created of maintained *

%, Academic Autonomy : Universities above all other
institutions in society zhould be staffed by such an elite
of men and women, Bul toenable tham to farnish unbiased
and impartial leadership to man and soclety, the univer-

gities must be avtonomons——ihey must be completely free

and independent; they must cease being dependent upon
government; they must be freed from the necessity of

catering to public officialy; they must be freed from the
dietation of partisan ideclogies: ofl the evangelists of

religions; of the Izaders of the commercial, 1ndustrial and
financial world, Academic autoncomy i3 not real unless
aniversities are completely ifme b ssek the truth, no

matter whom it hurts, Witheut this {resedom, they will

st teaching what s offensive to these who control -

them: they will warp what they teachscas to pleass them;

they will devote themselves to what those upon whom they
syve dependent for existence, demand of them
% Basic Instruction : Every child mwust be lastructed

i all that is essentinl to his hamanization; every boy

muzt be tzught both o useful craft and the cultivation of

the Farth: every girl the practice of domestic arts; and
hoth bovs and girls of course taught o read and write
and use numbers. Al must at the saume time be imbued
with the basic virtues; with the love of nature. of beauty,
and of mankind withont regard to race, religion or na-
é'%:};ﬁ‘ziiz}n Basic instruction should begin in the home bat

antinue in the common school. No really good sociely
can be created withouot this basic iustruction.

mew KhHte here conceived of should be contrasted with
The Mew Class 7 as described in Milovan Djilas’ famous book of
that neme., That Mew Class of pr omx_fa.n!nsta agitators, conspira—
arg, planners, snd buresu-

tors, revolutionists, politicians, ooms
crats was in ils E;‘i.{.pti{)ﬂ a selfloss cla.-s.w* it is troc, but relied -
spon power not inflaence fo reslize Hs alms, and power corruptsf
the scifless as it corrupis the selfish, s

9]

4, Professional fostruction @ Instruction to the limit
of the interest and the capacities of every individual calls
for some Find of professional instruction for the wmore
gifted and dilligent in one of the various fields essential
to the maintenance of a genuinely civilized socisfy. Speci-
alization is essential in professignal instruction, but this
must not ex 1 de the general education essential to the
develapment of whole personalities, This general education

must not aim merely st furnishing informaiicn but al

imbuing thremn with high purposes and values so that those
who are fo practice the professions and manage the enter-
prises of society, do not use their special skilis enly for
their personal aggrandizement,

5. Academic Education : Bducation should be clearly
distinguished from instruction. Higher education in liberal
arts and the humanities is the right of all exceptionally
zifted men and women, and every family and every com-
munity should consider it both 2 privilege and an obligation
to enable their gifted sons and daughters to caltivate
their talents to the ulmosi. Higher edncation however,
mist not only produce scholars and  intellectuals, bur a
class of selfiess, inspired avd creative thinkers and scieniists,
gehers, writers, painters and other artists and profess-
onal men and women completely dedicated not only to the
cubtivation of the goad, the trme, and the beautifal, but

imbued with fortitude and courass and withsuch deeplove of

{e
3
Hy

humanity a2 £6 he willing to live, and if necessary fo
sacrifice their lives for the oreservation of the rights
essential to free men and the valoes essential to 3 good
society. Higher education should equip these exceptionally
endowed men and women to teach, to influence, to furnish
the wisdom and koowledse, the vision and the direction,
for social renaissance and for the progressive humanization
of mankind.

&, Moral Re-education : A moral vevival 18 essential

at this crisizs in history. Edueation at every level must there-
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fore be both axiological and teleological. The fallacies of
moral relativism snd modern amoralism; of the doctrine that
positive law i3 the only binding lew; of the theory that
ali statutory and even coustitutional law must be obeved
gven whes in disregurd of absolute moral law, must be
exposed. The moral law is the natural law; 1t s universal
and perpetual: it is, like ail natursl Iaws, fo be discovered
and constantly more and moere explicitly formulated;
should under no circumstances bs confused with mere
!egisla‘{ive fiat. This moral law is binding, therefore, upon
all faiths. 51} nations, all races, and statutes — oo matfer
how ena{:zed nor nuw*p(}“f)ff?uiiv enforeed —which disregard
it, are in fact nuelt and void.

The teaching of the moralities maust begin in the
home, bot must eontinpe in school. The humanization of
education in school and cpllege is sxsential fur the moral
re-education here called for. For mitleniums moral educa-
tion has been warped by priesthoods. As a result, morul
gducation is today shot through with insppropriate

theological injunctions. Moral re—educaticn calls for a

complete divoree between metaphysical creed and etbical
obligation.

The first commandment s not ¥ Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy heart and all thy mind and
all thy soul.” The trus first commandment is  Harmony,
not Discord . This true first commundinent s binding
upon 2il mankind, and prohibits all dogmatism, all fanati-
cism, all persecution. It enjoins wpon every religion, every
nation, every Tace, and every political, social apd economic
doctrine, tolerance of every person except the intolerant

only,

The commandment, ~ Harmony, not Discord)” calls

for tolerance —the tolerance of dissent and difference which
is esential if the world is to be really free, Discord, with
disregard of the rights of others, is the isevitable result
of intolerance, Discm'a’ is involved when violence is done

[

to individuals by private persons or groups engaged In

imposing their intolerance upon them, and mass ~diseord
is involved when muss-violence nnd mass-killing is indulged
i ird

cal or governs m;%“E pramotion of intolerance.

1
t by polit
Such intolerance shoald not he tolerated; it calis for dis-
cinlining those who practice if, with whatever force is
needed until  commpletely ended. Intolerants should be
ostracised and if their intolerance makes them mad, and
they become dangerous, they should b2 confined or con-
tained like dangerous mad-men™”

7. Humanization of the Family System: The family
svstem must be normalized. Archaic patrivechal family
8Ys t“ma must be modevmized; the disintegrated and atom-

e Discurd however should pot be confused with disturbance, 1f
disturbs misteken people to learn the truth abont their mistaken
heliefs, mistaken values. mistaken activities and institutions.

Bat to learn the trath is essential to the humenisation of every.
body, ipcinding those whom it disturbs. 1t isa form of discipline, and
mav hurt as does most other kinds of discipline, But truth creates a
foundation upon which harmony replaces the static acceptance of
discordant mistakes. As Relphk Waldo Emerson put it: * Choose
between truth snd veposs. You can never bave hoth”

For centuries, Oreek and Rowman civilization, from the masters
at the top to the slaves at the bottom, accepted the legitimacy of
slavery as an institution.

There was complete acceptance in Cetholic Spain during ihe
Middie Ages of the idea that the Inguisition was a proper instrament
tor ensuring Christian saivaiion. '

Fen,

There is todavy almost complsie scceptance of the legitimacy of
the mistaken belief in private appropriation of oil royalties by the
potentates and the pobiicians of the Middle East. This is not ques.
tmneu even by educated people who bave been taught ecosomic and
social sciences of the conventional kind, begause they have been
taught to thiak of the institation of private property in land as &
Jegitimate one.

But the static social acceptance of slavery, of religious persecu.
tion. is nof barmony; it is in fact discord of the worst possible kind,
Troth disturbs; i frue, it ulimstely makes not for discord but for
harmony.
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ized modern family must becoms an organic eniity again.
For it iz the family, not the individual, which is the
primary unit of society, and the family's responsibility for
its members must be recognized if there is to be any
social renaissance. The evidence which establishes the
family as the essentizl nursery of the virtues of good
citizenship, is overwhelming. This all~important educa-
tional function, now usorped by the school and the State,
must once again be re-estabiished as the principal function
of family life.

& Revival of the Small Community : Social and
cultaral revival of the small commuanity is just as essential
as its economic prosperity and political autonowmy. Small
communities are of course necessarily agricultural for the
most part. Bat if life in them is to be bumanized they
must be made centres of trade, craft, manufacture, enter-
tainment, and most important of all, of arts and eduoca-
tion. When they do not provide all the institutions and
include all the enterprises which supply the basic needs
and ihe humane desires of the people who live in them,
they tend to decayw.

Thke gifted young who have been given the privilege
of higher education, perbaps in distant colleges and uni-
versities, should be inspired to bring back to the families
which have nurtured them and to the community in which
they have been reared, the skills and the good taste they
have been priviliged to culiivate, instead of as is the case
today, havinpg their appetites and their ambitions stimu-
Jated for the greater financial rewards which the practice

of their professions and vocation enable them to earn in
metropolitan centres.

9, TRegionalism : Mot the pation, but the region is
the true unit of the world. Cultural nationalism is today
confused with political nationalism., The nation ~ stafe of
today is almost alwavs an artificial aggregation of regional
cultures. Regional arts; regional poetry and literature;
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regional music and duncing; regional festivals; regional
costumes; regional architecture, and the genius of each
region should be developed, and the present insistence
upon the standardization of culture and the creastion of
one, uniform, national culture arrested.

10. Pan-Humanism : All human hbeings are members
of humaniry; their - membership in ezch smaller sccial
unit is concurrent, and real social renaissance for all
mankind will not come until every vestige of unilateral
and exclusive citizenship in nations is abolished and the
people everywhere taught to place their obligations to
humanity zhove those of nation - states.

Above the community and the region, not the nation
-state but the whole of humanity should be the object of
mnan's patriotism, Not the nation, © right or wrong ', but
the world, the region. the commuunity, and the family are
entitled to claim man’s allegiance,

Between the region and the whole world, every other
social cuitural, economic and political entity is an arbitrary
construct which should be utilized only to make possible
the development more freely and more fully of regions on
one hand and the whole world on the other. To whatever
extent intermediate entities { usually national -states) now
usurp the normal functions and prevent norma! develop-
ment of the whole world, they should be zbolished,

II. POLITICAL LIBERTY

The creation of the New Elite, and the re-organiza-

tion of educations! institutions, so that the masses of

mankind may be humanized, though the necessary first
step in making possible the birth of the sort of world for
which mankind is bungering, will not by itself realize
this end. Good intentions and rigorous thinking must be
followed by action; the social, sconomic and political
institutions which inflict economic injustices, interfere
with political liberty. apd prevent the realization of the
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good, the truc and the beautiful must b abolished; those-

which are imperfect must be reformed, and those which
are missing created by the voluntary activities of indivi-
duals and groups, corporations and cooperatives, and where
necessary by political action, statutory changes, and con-
stitutional reform,

Bian is not 2 mere animal. He has, i is troe, tn common
with sll other animals an inherited, instinctual drive for
self-survival {an economic drive), and also in common with
all other animals an instinctual drive for self-production
{a sexual drive.)) But much higher than his hunger for
survival and his hunger for mating, is the last of the ins-
tinctual drives with which evolution has eadowed him —
his drive for self-expression. It is for this reason that no
political institution can be considered human and properiy
adapted to the nature of man, if it in any way infringes
upon his liberty; if it even in the slightest degree inter-
feres with the conditions essential to individual self-expre.
asion and to the fuall and free development of man’s highest
potentialities as & human being.

Six fundamental political reforms are needed if the
new world now being born is to provide better for man-
kind’s liberty than the free world now, even at its best,
is providing:

i. The Righis and Obligations of Man: Every
human heing Thas certain inalienable rights—the right to
life, to liberty and to property; the right to defence
of his person and property; the right to sue others,
including public officials, for compensation for damages
inflicted and for the redress of grievances; the right
to travel anywhere in the world; the right two free
speech and publication; the right to peacefully assemble
and seek correction of injustices; the right to freedom
from search and seizuve of himself, his possessions and
his premises except after a due proceeding at law—a
proceeding in which he is represented by counsel, in which
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the judges are. imovartial. in which the same facilities are
furnished for securing witnesses as those enjoyved by the
State, and in which it is presumed he is innocent until
the charges against him are proved hevond reasonable
doubt. Every regulation, ordinance, statute, or constitutional
provision which violates any of these natural rights—being
morally null and void—must be repealed forthwith. The
violation of any of these rights by any public official
constitutes mal-feasance, and every such public official
should be impeached for uswrpation.

These rights are predicated on the observation of
co-related mnatural obligations——the obligation to respect
the persons, the possessions the premises, and the rights
of others; the obligatica to utter no libels or slanders;
the obligation not to interfere in any way with the peace-
ful religios, political, economic or social activities of others;
the obligation to share the burden of protecting these
rights and enforcing these obligations by the payment of
just taxes and by answering every call of any properly
constituted local, regional, or world suihority to defend -
them even at the cost of life and property.

The multiplicily of encroachments on these rights
by so called democratic governments and Welfare States.
must bhe ended, and every encroachment repealed. All
dictatorial governments, including those ostensibly set up
to promote Socialism and calied Peoples Democracies, are
bv their very nature viclators of these rights.

2. Limited Government : The functions and the autho-
rity of all -government bodies shall be limited to those
which uare necessary to the preservation of these rights
and to enforce the fulfilment of these obligations. The
exercise of power by a government for any other purpose
whatsoever is invalid. Assumption by a govermment of
any function which can be fulfilled by private persons
and private enterprise, shall cons*itute usurpation, and
any regulation, ordinance, statute or constitutinnal provi-
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sion which legulize such usufpations should be treated by
all persons as null and void.

3. Lecal Autonomy: No free society can long
endure—no society in which the people truly participate
and so give continuing consent to what government does-—
anless the primary political unit, (the village; the borougl;
the township; the commune; the canton), is autonomous.
The present system by which o centralized State exer-
cises power over jocal communities or “grants” limited
powers to them, must be ended, Ultimate political power
is in the people; the pecple delegate specific powers to
their local community; the local communities delegate
specific powers to a couniry or disiviet federation; the
counties or districts delegate specific powers toa regional
federation; and so on until regional federations in the

whole world finally grant specific powers to a world fede-

ration. Power properly rises from the people; it is a
usurpation for it to descend from a centralized State to
the people. In the existing nation-states of the world,
agtonomy calls for political and power-decentralization.
4. Federation: The long history of mankind has
demonstrated that democracy—real participation of the
people in government—is possible only in relatively small
loecal communities. In all larger units of goverpment,
participation by the pecple becomes a form only; all such
larger units of government must therefore be represeata-
tive or republican in form. Represeatation calls for
federation, not union, for alli units of government larger
than the local community. Federation must therefore be

cubstituted for the present oligarchical or auntocratic

organization of all larger uanits of government, begioniag
with the country or district, and ending with the world.
Not national union, but regional federation; not world
anion but world federation is called for. The principle
of federation calls for a multiciplity of units of govern-
ment, esch with specific functions delegated to it by the
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© smaller units of goveriment which have constituted it,

until at the base, vitimate and residuary powers are exerci-
sed by the peopls in their own autonomous communitiss.

The strong condemnation of Nationalism here made
is predicated upen two assumptions: (1) that the world is
now in desperate need of a world autherity, federally
organized and stvong enough to meaintain international
peace, and (2} that sach a world avthority is a reality and
is equipped with military, naval and serial froces power-
ful encugh not merely to disarm bellicose small nations
like FEgypt and Pakistan, but beliicose big powers like
Soviet Russia and Communist China.

Until such o world authority isin being, it would be
madness for any nation, and in particular for any free
nation, te surrender its sovereignty, MNationalisrs duving
the Age of Revolution in both America and Burope, when
nation after nation was throwing off the voke of monar-
chism and clericalism, may have heen a historial necessity.
Withoot it, people mav not have been willing to make
the sacrifices called for. But today it is a historieal
anachronism. 1f mankind is io finally throw off the
nightmare of war, of constant preparations for war, and of
constant fear of wars of aggression, world federation must
become a rveslity so that nationalism can be abadoned.

The United Nations 2s now organized viclates basic
principles of federation. In spite of the passionate devo-
tion of those who believe in if, it is a colossal fraud
perpetrated by the great powers upon peace-hungry mankind.
Itisa fravd because of the pretense that as now organized
it is an agency for maintaining peace. The test of the
wisdom and sincerity of those who apologize for it is
this: What are they deing to transform it from a mere
league of nations into a genuine world federation, and
what are they doing to furnish it with the power which
will enable it to disarm all pations and maitain pesce
amgig them ?
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world federation is nowhers greatzr than in providisg an
impartial trustee te set np stable and free governments
for the millions now ensloved or subject to foreipn and
dictatorial rule not of their own choosing,

Ifi. ECONOMIC JUSTICE

If the whole world is to be made free, and the nations
of the so—calied free world made completely free, iustice
and not equality muost be the aim of the ecopomic order.
It iz not true that ecopomic equality must be imposed
apon mankindg in ovder to abolish poverty. History since
the riss of Capitalism, iz 2 demonsivation of the fact
that prosperity is proportionsd fo esconomic  freedom,
Prosperity is highest where political tyranny and economic
inustice i3 lowest, and poverty is continued in proportion
to the extent to which equality is impos=d.

Justice i3 in accord with nature's laws. Equality is
an attempt to abrogate them. Justice wvrovides economic
incentives; equality destroyvs fthem.

It iz not justice for the labourer wheo i3 slack and
shiftiess in his work, fo receive the same wage as the
Tabourer who works dilligently and efficientiv. It is not
justice for the man whe has devoted years of his life i«
training himself, to receive no more than the man who
has cultivated no skill apd has been indiffersnt to his
own training snd education. It is not jJustice to rewsrd
in the same wav the man who has been thrifiv; who i
invested his savings producrively: wio has taken on the

risks and responsibilities of conducting an enterprise ov
purticipating In its estabiishment, as the man who spends
all he earns, saves nothing, invesis nothing, risks nothing,
and takes op no responsibilities of any kind.

4,
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Justice is the expression of the moral iaw; equalily
is u form of compulsory charity. CGharity to the victims
of saavordable misfortone, it i3 trae, 18 8 human obligs-
tinn, bt this is g voluntary individoal, and not a compul-
sory poilitical, obligation.

The vrinciple which should therefore govern in a
just and moral economic order is: to each contributor
anpd to sach factor in production—io labour and to capifal,
to industry and to agricalture-—what each contribates to
the produciion of weslth,

To establish this principle in the pew world which
should come into existence, seven fondamental instituti-
onal reforms of flhie present economie order sre essentiall

1. Free Enteyprise: Mo truly just secial system is
possible if freedom to embark upon enterprise 13 denied
or curtailed, or if special privileges ave granied fo one
enterprizse which handicap oihers, or if freedom to work
for, or to employ, anv individual is infringed by statufory
enaciments of any kind., Polirical freedom is mocked when
ceangmic freedom iz curtailed. To ensure full employment
of capital and labour; to furnish incentive and encourage
initiative for the fuliest use of nataral resources, and io
assure jnstice in the division of wealth between capital
apd Iabour, between industry and agriculture. between zll
the facicrs in produciion and sll divisions of the economy,
equality of opportunity is essential, and sll special privi-
leges, differential (so-called proteciive) tariffs, subsidies,
quotas, Heenses, limited lability  corporations, asd  all
cartels or monopoiies { particulariy in banking ) in the
private sector of the economy must be abolished, There
can be no real free market; ao fraternal competition in
eatabiishing wages and prices; oo just retorn fo sgriculture
and other producers of basic raw materials, until the
predatory  competition permitted and ecouranged by the
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furnished other monopolistic powers, are guch natural
monopolies.

4. Free Trade: All differential and so-called protec-
tive tariffs must be abelished. National boundaries must
he abolished, National boundaries must cease to be eco-
nomic barriers; they must be reduced to mete administra-
tive conveniences, It is a basic human right for indivi-
duals of all nations, all creeds, all races to trade freely
with one another. If free trade is good within a nation,
free trade is good between nations, The c¢old war now
conducted across national boundaries by customs guards
must be ended, and the fact that all mankind belongs to
one human race recognized if a free and just ecomomic
order is to replace the Capitalistic and Socialistic economies
of today.

3. Free Banking: Heonest Currency: Stable Money :
Government control and regulation of hanks — private,
commercial, and mutoal — must be ended. Banks should
be freed to provide credit as nceded by all legitimate
horrowers. The issue of legal tender currrency — which is
a natural monopoly —should be restricted to cooperatively
organized reserve banks. Banking is by its very nature 2
public service; banking ought to be a profession, not 2
husiness. Banks which create credit and participate in the
jssue of mony in any way, opught to be copperative and
not commercial enterprises.

Nothing has done more 1o discredit Capitalism;
nothing has done more to destroy faith in a free economy,
than the use of the banking system for private aggrandi-
sement and the use of the money system for meseting the
deficits of government. The debauching of the currency
by the government and the infiation of money as 2 result,
is a gross immorality which must be ended. The business
cyele, with its alterations of boom and bust, of prosperity
and depression, of ogver-production, unemployment and
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mass-poverty, is 4 monefary  phencimenon, There i3 ao
technical difficulty in creating a stable and honest unit of
currency; ail the essential technicsl problems have beoen
solved. Capitalism as we now have it must go, b?caﬂusev zt
_has ineradieably identified itself with the e%alf}ifation of
the banking sysiem and the debasing of money, -

6. Free Access fo the Possession of Land: A just
system of land tenurs is essential to end the surplus of
labour, with its accompanimeni of wage-slavery, and to
end the exploitation of furmers by Ezlﬂd{m‘ﬁders:éy giving
evervbody equulity of access to land, the bargaining power
of labour im dealing with employers, and of f:—irfﬂe‘rs ‘é:}
de.aiing with landowners, wiil be equalized because %i’;e;
will have been provided with an slternative to the acceg;;-
tange of unjust wages or payment of excessive rent fo
landowners., All the natural resgureces of the earth — the
fand, the forests, the oil, the minerals, and the waters of
the Earth — are the gifts of asture and of nature’s God to
all mankind, No title to absolute ownership of anv part
af the Earth can be iraced back to a deed issued Jbv the
ereator of the Earth. All natural resources are by -theér
nature trusterty, not property. Land should he privately
possessed and privately used in order to furnish incesntive
tq its fullest and most efficient use, but the unearned
ingrement, the ground rent, and the mineral rovalties
instead of being privately appropriated, should ba used ii;
liew of taxes to pay for the necessary services provided
by the goverameut.

‘The insistence of the apologists for Capitalism upon
the defense of the imstitution of private property in lana'
their defence of the abomination represented héf Sﬂeculaj
tion in land, has hopelessly identified Capitalism w;lth the

_injustices of the present system of land tenure in the free

Wotiid.'lf the Socialist and Coromunist @ aiternative of
pationalization and collectivization of all jand is to he
avoided, with the farmer reduced to a pawn to be exploited
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by the Biate, an entirely new system of land tenure, upon

the principles enunciated by Mencius in (China and Henry
George in America, must be instituted,

7. Freedom of Possession: The law of property 1in
the free world must be revised so as (0 distinguish =not
only between what is * mine " and what is “thine,” but
aleo between what is “ours,” between what can be legiti-
mately owned privately and what can only be privately
possessed in trust; between what is properly called property
and between what should be distinguished from it by
calling it trusterty. The basic human right to equality of
opportunity must he provided by a just property systers.
Title to property can originaie legitimately only 1in
one wav: by its production, Once created in this way,
title t0 it can be transferred, devised, or exchanged for
other property the ownership of which has come inte
existence in the same way. In a just system for the
possession of property and trusterty, no appropriation of
the unearned increment in land can be permitied. Collection
of ground rent and rovalties on minerzl and other natural
resources which have been entrusted to private possession

would prevent this injustice.

With limited, in place of unlimited governrent, and
with world federation instead of national efforts to maintain
national defence, the reduction in the cosis of govermsni
would be so great that it would be possible to eliminate
a1l taxes on buildings and other goods produced by labour,
all income and corporate taxes, gl] tariffs, all sales t(axes,
and all the multiplicity of taxes which 'handicap labour
and ecapital in the task of providing for the £CONOMIE
nesds of mankind.

Call to the New Elite: There is an ideplogical vae-
euum in the free world, and a similar vaccuam is deve-
loping in the military and Communist dictatorships of
the world.
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People everywhere are sick to death of & world which
seems to have lost is beariungs, which is drifting here and
Being driven there. They are sick of mass poverty, of un-
emplovment, of dependence for existence upon others, of
exploitation, of rural decey and ourban blight, of imperia-
lism and militarims, of dictatorship and the denial of
liberty. They are sick even of a prosperity in which the
spirit of man is alienated. Suhconsciously, because of the
scientific revolaiion, they are readv to abandan all the
dogmatisms, the bigotries, and the fanaticisms of religion.
They are ready to turn from the hate-mongers, the é;)c;iiu
tical demagognoes, the conspirators, and the reveluticnary
nikilists. They are rveadv to abandon ail the {:lmuviﬁésm;z
now being promoted in the name of nationalism.

Iy . . + .

_ They are locking for something fresh and new; some-
thing which would give this tired old world a purpose
agnd a meaning worthy of the spiric of man

“ MNothing”, said Victor Hugo, “is so powerful as an
idea whose time has come”

Pan-Humanism may be ready to come into its own.

But Margism-—whether in the form of dictatorial
Communism or of democratic Socialism and Wellfars
Statism—iz creeping in or being forced iuto the the world's
ideclogical vaccuum because the leaders of the free world
have failed to offer mankind 2 formulation of their faith
which both convinces and enthuses, and so wins the
puzzled masses and the dizscouraged inteliectuals of the
world., They apologize {for what is, and so 1n effect become
the defenders of all the injustices and all the evils at
which Marxists and ether c¢ritics of the fres world have
properfy pointed the linger of condemnation.

Marxists promise to abolish all existing evils, and to
abolish them with a panacea: ihe panacea that the State—
i_}rgaﬁized force and compilsion—is the only means by which
it is possible to create a good society. Their slegan in
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Lentw’s Russia was © All'Power to the ‘Soviet"s:-“ “What
they mean is “ All Power to the States” T Bt

They promise peace and prosperity o tronbled max}--
kind if only the people, nation by nation, embrace *{hezﬂr
goal und accept their methods. But their pmgram is
agitation, subversion, conspiracy, bloody revolution; the
liguidation of all capitalists, the expropriation of all pro-
perty, including the savings of the middle classes accumu-
lated by thrift and self-denial, including the land and even
the livesiock raised by the hardest kind of work by the.
poorest of farmers; finally, the annihilation of a‘il (?ppone_nts
and opposition parties and ideclogies, and submission ’to the
so-called “ dictatorship of the proletariat ”wwsubmiss%c;n to
dictatorship and centralization of all political, economic, and
educational power in the hands of the New Class of one-
party © commissars,” planners, and bureaucrats for zt)n
indefiiaéte neriod of time. This they claim will wsher in
a classless -society; a society free [rom all inequalitj_l; a
society in which there is universal prosperity; a society
from which all war, imperialism, and exploitation will
forever be banished. Fanaticism and pseado -scisnce are
combined to blind mankind to the fact that force can
never be used to do good; that force itself is an evil, and
that it can be legitimately used only for the purpoese of
preventing evils greeter than that involved in its use.

By ecomparison, what have the leaders of the free
world Jtﬂ offer to the masses dazzled by these golden
nromizes ? What have they to offer to the thianking and
éoncerned minority of mankind which is sick of thingg‘as
they are and which, fired by the conviction with which
this pseudo—humanitarian program is presented, sszes c_niy
the velvet glove of glowing promises and ignores the iron
fist hidden in it?

In sum and subsiance, continuance of what we mow
have in the so—called demgcratic warld. :
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But this js precisely what mankind has already sub-

- comsciously rejected. It is this subconscious rejection

which gives to the Marxists their opportunity. It is the

faiture to offer an adequats response to the challenge of

the times which creates what is here called the ideologi-
cal vaccuum of the world.

Thoughtful and concerned men snd women labour, of
course, under one terrible difficalty. Bat if the difficuliy
i honestly faced — as the political leaders of the free
world with their demagogic preoccupation with personal
and party interests, are afraid to face it— then it wil]
disappear. The difficulty is this: it is impossible to make
a good world quickly. It is impossible to abolish the
evils with which we are confronted with 2 five-vear plan:
impossible even with a two or thrse of them.

But a peasant—even though illiterate-can be made
to realize that he cannot plant a seed today, and reap &
harvest to-morrow; he knows that the ground must be
plowed, that the rain must come, that the plants must be

cultivated, and that months must elapse hefore the harvest
s reaped.

Every labourer can be made to realize that you cannot
lay a brick on the ground today, and tomorrow move into
4 finished house. Fe knows that a foundation miust be
izid, walls erected, a roof built, doors and windows pit in

place, the interior finished. and months must elapge before
the house can be occupied,

it is not impossible to make even the masses of man-
kind realize that a good society cannot be created over
night, and a good life enjoyed merely by wishing for iz,
I existing evils are to be abolished, and a free and just
society created, it will take time; one genmeration,

two
generations, maybe three generations.

But if the program presented is adequate, if it deals
with the rosts of our social and human weakness and does
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not consist of expedients for dealing superficially with
grave problems, then every year thers will be improvement
~——improvement which will increase cumulatively and at 2
geometrical rather than zn arithmetic rate of progression.
To reach down, however, into the hard core of common
sense which even the commonest of men possess; to enlist
the enthusiastic support of intelligent men and women,
the program must be explicit; it must be comprehensive;
it must be persuasively presented, and it must be promoted
by selfless leaders whe do not discredit themselves by
apologizing for the evils of the present order.

Neither Capitalism, as it exists in the co-called free
nations of the world, nor Socialism in the so-called Wel-
fare States, nor Communism in the so-called *‘ people’s
democracies” behind their iron curtains, are just social
orders. Abandonment of Socialism and Communism, and
sransformation of Capitalism into a iree and just economic
order, is what social renaissance calls for.

But no such drastic revelution in the existing politi-
cal and economic institutions of both the democratic and
the dictatorial nations of the world as is here called for,
is possible without re-education and humanization of at
least a determining number of men and women, nation by
nation. These suggestions for institutional reform call for
political action, it is trae. But political reforms of this
kind, important as they are, are not enough to make 2
good life possible for mankind. The best economic sysiem
and the best political constitution is not enough to do this.

In the final analysis, if mankind is to be saved from
the mechanized and materialistic barbarims into which
the free world is drifting, and the rest of world being
driven, if democracy is to be realized and liberty saved,
if men are to be taught to live rationally and humanely,
and the people persuaded to make the far-reaching reform
needed, the educators ot mankind—the New Elite here
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called for—must be challenged to furnish the leadership
the crisis calls for.

There is profound disillusionment with BSocialism in
the Marxist nations of the world, There is an ideclogical
vaccnum in the free world. These two conditions cfeate
the opportunity which must be seized by the thoughtful and
concerned men and women of the whole world. To these men

.and women in every mnation and in every race, this cry

for liberty, justice, and humanity is addressed.

Ralph Borsodi
Ambala Cantt., Punjab,
October 28, 1958

( On September 24th, 1958 I spoke to & meeting of the Demo.
cratic Research BService in Bombay. In the course of my address I
argued that in the present world crisis, a prescription of demoeracy
was not enough—that the hunger of people everywhere in th-e
world for a better social system called for a muech more complete
program of social, econonic, and political reform. 1 tried to mention
some of the items which should be included in & program suffici.
ently complete to satisfy those who were dissatisfied with existing
conditions. I insisted that unless leadership in the free world offere:i
a program that was both adequate and appesling, even the most
intelligent people would continue to drift into the ncceptance of
Secialism and Communism. As a result I was challenged to write
out in detail : what should be included in such s program. This
Manifesto is my response to that chalienge The Mé.nifesto 1,;,’&5
written at the residence of Mr. Nand Kishore in Ambals Cantt
a:nd I must express my appreciation for his hospitality and the fa,c;
lities which he placed at my disposal. —R. B.) )




