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Tn the broadeast of July 11 the statemeni was made that
there are five great social problems, the Labor sroblem, the
probiem of Crooked Politics, the problem of Gemmemmhza‘d
Vice, the Race problem, and the problem of War; and that all
five of these can be solved by resort to the naturzl laws of eco-
nornics, just as the problems of transpertation, of ‘;g}xg»d;stgnﬂe
communication, of refrigeration, of lLghting, and the g;:m?.}iem.
of photography are solved by resort to the nataral laws of
nhysics and chemisiry.

Of the five gresi social problems that confront mankind, the
Labor preblem iz the one that affects us all every day.

This is because this problem includes the problem of invol-
untary unemployment; and because involuntary unemployment
may easily become a matter of life and death.

It iz agreed that men will never be conient, nor will they
do their best work until 2ll men may look forward with reason-
able certainty to the day when they can let down, take time off
when they feel like doing so, either fo travel or to hunt and
Fizh : or quit work and do just nothing at all until they feel like
working again—even if that means that they never work again,

But involuntsry idleness is not good for us. That takes the
jov out of life, because it fills the most of us with Tear for the
future. This is the difference between free men and chaliel
slaves. The chatiel slave need not care whether or not he has
employment : he need not care how much he ig idle. This is be-
cause 55 & chatiel slave he has a property value which the
owner may be trusted to protect. But the free man must look
out for himself: and, if he is idle, hig lvelihood is endangered.

OWHN LAND AND YOU OWHN THOSE ON YOUR LAND

That ia & false boast of the Northern siates thai they freed
the glaves of the Old South; for they did not free these slaves.
All they did for the slaves was te turn them out to starve on
their own, like White folks. These ex-slaves are now the viclhms
of o far more cruel bondage than that of chatiel slavery; for
thouzh men are legally free, they are not really free unless
they have free access to the land on which and from which
they must ive, ri those whe must use
that lande—yel the ot have to feed the users of their land.

Man is 2 land animal apd can live only on and from land,
which iz to him what water is to a Tish, Landholders who
hold mare land than they vse help to bring sbout a situation
which compels men who wish to work, or 16 engage in business,
to buy their jobs of job speculators: for the fact is that land
speculators are really dealers in jobs—middlemen who live
on what they make buying and selling jobs. The land spec-
ulztor is, in fact, a speculator in jobs: and the landowners of




a community held, in this way, the keys to the doors of oppor-
tupity in their community, Ware it not for for this control of
eommunily opportunities that goes with land ownership, no one
would hold more land than he could use profitably.

No man can heold a iob, no matter what the job may be,
uniess he can live within reach of that job. And to live within
reach of his job, a man must either buy land within that avea,
or rent land there; and to do either of these things, he must
deal with a landowner who, in proportion to the land he holds,
controls the gates of opportunity in that community. ¥t is the
landowner's business to know what the opportunities of his lo-
cality are and how much workers can afford to pay for jobs.

“SHARE-CROPPERS” NOT ALL GUT IN THE COUNTRY

It is & mistake fo imagine that share-croppers are found enlv
“in the South, or in rural communities; for under landlordism sl
the landless are shave-croppers . Except only these who lve
on rent coined from the sweat of other men’s faces, we are all
share-croppers, living on the little of what we produce that the
landewners permit us lo keep for ourselves—and getiing this
only by the consent of landowners, and on their terma.

The rént crowd is active in behalf of schools, narks, hiph-
ways, and all manner of public improvements and of public
progress of all kinds; but they are not interestad in such thines
for their own sake; but because these things enable them to
raise the price of jobs.

However, the rent crowd cleverly shifts much of the cost of
fhese things to their victims. Offen the land is not taxed at all
to finance them. The highways, for example, are financed by
a gag tax; land is not taxed for highways, in spite of the fact
that these highways enable the rent crowd to demend much
higher rents. In California, we have a three.cent sales tax to
raise funds for the schools. By this trick the rent crowd escapes
the school tax, at least to a great degree. In the most of the
states land is not taxed by the State at all; and the Federal
government does not tax land. This explaing why the rent
crowd is 50 eager to geb the burden of relief shified to the
state and federal funds.

The job market is a peculiar market. As a rale, when the
offerings in the market are many, the priee is low. In the case
of cotton, wheat, clothing, or any other laber product, the larg-
er the supply offered for sale, the lower the price. Not so with
jobs; for the job market iz governed by a different principie,

The mere jobs in 2 community, the higher the price of jobs;
for once the word gets oul that in any community there are
jobs for all, people flock in there and rent goes up. The result
is that, as this rent is the price of admittance to these jobs,
the price of these jobs is higher—and higher because there are
so many of them on the market

The job market differs from other markets in another way.
Usually the greater the buying power of the public ths higher
the prices the sellers can get for thelr wares: and the less buag-
ing power of the public has, the lower the prices. But in the ioh
market this rule is reversed ; for the more the buvers have the -
more Independent they are and the better their chance of get-
ting jobs on thelr own terms. The result of such a eondition is



that the price of jobs is low. On the other hand, the less our
buying power, the more helpless we are and the more we pay.

And always the price of jobs is all the fraffic will bear; for
rent is always all that the landowners ean get, which is an.
other way of saying that it is a1l the tenants can pay—which is
merely another way of saying that the landiord will leave the
tenant only as much of his earnings as iz necessary to keep him
on the job. And when sl of the land is owned, and all of the
landowners are demanding zs the price of the jobs they control
sverything their tenants make, except just enough to keep their
hope alive, the tenant cannot plav one landlord agsinst an-
ther to get befter terms.

The most that he can gel anywhere iz the least vpon which
he can lve and do his work; so that he can do no betler, even
if he moves and if he moves he is oul the expense of moving—
50 he stays where he iz, for whatever share of his product the
tandowner is willing o let him keep.

WHY THIS DEPRESSION DOES NOT ERD

This explains why this depression has lasied so much longer
than our former depressions—and why this one does not end.
We had depressions in 1837, 1857, 1873, and 1893 and they
were severs depressions. But they lasted., g8 5 rule, not over
three years; because then we still had 2 vast open West 1o
which we could reireat and where we could buy iobs at a low
price, and start over and again build ourselves up. But not go
noew! We have now retreated scross the condinent: we can go
no farther. There iz no more easily accessible good land o be
had for the taking.

In the old days, in the early days of the Republic, we had
¢ land question; because thers was ne Hmit to the supply of
free land. When land is free, like that, it has no value; men
use it, but they do not give any thought to # otherwise. If is
only when land is hard to get that men give any thoughi to
the land. Not iil] then do men realize there is such a thing as
# land guestion; and even then but fow men understand it

Vfortunately, even when land is hard to get and people
begin Yo wonder what is happening to them, there is so litile
comprehengion of scomomie principles that men are ofton, in-
daed penerally, burned aside 1o the consideration of other mat.
ters—-to almosi everyihing, except the land guestion.

Mot understanding economics, they do not see that the cause |
of our ilig iz that the price of jobs is too high; that the share-
croppers who “farm” thess jobs are compelied to give up too
much of their produet for the privilege of working.

If wages are too high, they blame the smplovers; if money is
tight, they bl the banirers; if business i3 poor, they blame
tha Yehisellers”. Always they blame the
ikes bad feaiing.

were were any accepted stand-

suld be ludged ) but there is
: e ' 3 $ - blamed for not doing

he right thing, when their scousers cannot agree among them-
selves regarding the thing that 1td be done!

To be correct, the solution to this problem must be one that
will not impair the freedom of the individual and yeb will
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protect the puble. Individuals must he free to hold all the land
needed, and yet it must be impossibie for & man o use his con-
trol of land to exploit those who, because their jobs are in that
area, must have access to land in that area. While the solution
we seek must leave the holder of land free to use that jand as
he may wish to use it, the public must af the same time be pro-
tected apainst the possibility that thooghtless, or anti-social
holders, of land may use their land in ways that are hurtfui
to the public. And the terms upon which men may hold tand
reust be fair both to the user of the land and to the public—
there must be sufficient revenue without injustice to any one,
aither of the isnded class or the landless class. And this must
be true throughout the country, regardless of one’s place of
residence, regardiess of his occupation, and regardless of his
station in life and the state of his finances.

And the enforeement of the system must be certain; it must
not depend upon the whims of men.

It goes without saying that it iz beyond the capacity of the
legisiature, or of Congress, or of the couris, or of any human
agency to meet these requirements. Only in the eternal fitness
of Mature's plan is such perfection discoverable. Unless Na-
ture has provided natural laws which will aceomplish this, it
ig impossible—and a wasle of time o even talk about it

But, fortunately for humanity, Nature has done exactly this.

Her law of rent is the key to the problem. For, by the decree
of nature the rent of a site iz the measure of the advaniages
available at that site and registers automatically the exact sum
which the occupant of that site owes the public for the service
rendered there and the betterments fo which he has access.

THE LAND I8 NOT ALL OUT IN THE COUNTRY

If this rent, all of it, is collected from the occupant of the
site, his debt to society is paid, and paid in full. Ag this rent is
21l thaf can be got for rights of oceupancy, it follows thal no
one can profit financially by holding more land than he uses.
If, then, the rent is collected into the public treasury, no one
will hold more land than he uses, and all unused land becomes
unelaimed land, and is available free of purchase to any one
who wante it. Thus men may have ag much land as they will
use, but are prevenied by their own selfighness from holding
more iand than thev use. This applies to city lols, as well ag
to agricultural land; for the land is not ali cut in the couniry.

Not 21l who use land till the soil; for s dentist in a sky-
seraper must use land; and so must the miller who grinds the
farmer's wheat, Not all men can work directly on the soil;
some must stay in the cities, and others must sail the sea.

Rut, best of sil, when the rent iz ecliected instead of taxes,
the selling price of land is destroyed. This means that the
selling price of jobs is also destroved, and jobs can be had free
of purchase, and workers will cease to be share-croppers and
will have for themselves all they earn. They will, of course,
still pay rent; but that is simply a payment for service.
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