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E Proposed Single Tax Amendment
? Be It Bancted by the People of the State of Colorads:
e : Thit Section 3 of Avtisle X of the Consti
e : o state of Colorade be and the same hereby is poe
as follows:
Wection 3 On and after The fist day of Januars, 191
ihere shall be no poll taxes, and al personal property shall he
; exempl from taxation { atter to be levied. On and afier ibe
i fireg of Janvary, 1020, all fmprovements on langd stall he
. exempt from tazation thereatier to be lovied, but ihs site-
1 vl o land and the valve of franchises iy public wa
L hot be so exempl. Al taxes shall i sed, levied ang
‘ fecied each vear under generzl laws or charter provisions,
i . - R . P
: which shall secare the as ment for taxstion of a1 lands and
! all franchises in public et fron
and Improvements, and at foll cash value, Nothing
be construed ag imposing a tax on land now exen
ation, nor shalt anvihing hersin in anyw
; police  pow to grant licenses or fo e
Al provi e pf e {onsiity of the
sondlict herewith ave hereby repealed”
TO THE COLORADO LEGISLATURE.
Gentlemwen: T prepared the above Sin R 1
to the State Congoituiion, and 4 was sol
sideration al the last regular session of the
1 ¥ diied the comunities that had oha
Cexplanation of it The Assembly ordersd
but, as for as 1 know, 1L v & no further att
my Tormer explanation of it ¢ neither full nop
\ to enable you fo ast upon it inteljis nily, om0 din ag
| ting 1t {o yow in a slightly changed . b obave o )
i pains o omake thiz explznation of it falvly comualeis -
have the patience and the Uime io read what | hare gawv
i yow will see that the proposed amendment deals with a
important sabject that fonehes fhe coonamis intere
) . peonle al many points. | have tried ton mal -
! of it as briel ag the complex naiture of the fert will
4 now hoping that It will recsive Four favorab:ie considers- .
tlon, T vemain,
PEATHGRTE Y.
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WHAT THE SITE TAX MEANS,
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PURLIC UTILITY ASSESSMENTS.

A before siated, the Tax Commission disregards Section 2
of our revenus law which required AlLl: land tg be a_,ssessed
apart from ofher property, but i observes Section 61 of the
same Iaw, which provides that: )

“fn arriving at the value of property owned b‘y any cor-
poration—The entire business plant or enterprise of such cor-
poration shall be valued as a unit.” o .

For the year 1916 the Tax Commission found the wunit
values of our public utilifies to be as follows:
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Rajlroads .............coovininivnenn. .. . $3168811,680
TelegraDh .ot ie e 1,607,850
Teiephone ..... e 12741 550
Other public utilities ................. . 59,190,084

Total oo e veeewe... 5242451764

As we have no official estimate of the value of rights of
way, and franchises in public ways, we will for reasons here-
inafter staled, assume that they will constitute one-half the
unit values upon which public utilities are taxed, or $121,225,582.
By adding that.amount to the $496,244,319 in site valuesz found
by the county assessors, it brings all the site values in the
state up to $617,469,901. A levy of 30 mills on that valuation
will yield ¥18,5624,097, which is the approximate amount now
raised by taxation for county, city, town and school purposes,
and an additional levy of 3 mills will yield $1.852,409, which is
aboul the amount now annually raised by the gemeral property
tax for state purposes. It thus appears that site valuer are
nearly one-hall the total values in the state, and that a levy of
33 mills on these values will yield the same amount of revenue
tkat is now raised by the general property tax for all purposes.

NOT FULL VALUE ASSESSMENTS.

In this connection it should be noticed that while the law
requires all property to be assessed at “full cash value” every
one kmows that this law is not observed. That it ig not oh-
served ig proved by the wide difference between the following
estimate of values in Coblorado made by the U. & Cenzus Bu-
reanr and the one made by our tax officials.

7.8, CENSUS REPORT ON VALUES IN COLORADO
FOR 1912: :

Rea! property and improvements .........$1,252,511,598
Live stock ... e it e 88,059,546

Farm implements and machinery ........ 14,400,670
Manufacturing machinery, tools, efec. .... 91,355,941
Gold and silver bullion ...... e 23,696,056
Railroadss and their eguipment .......... 368238738
Street mailroads, water works, ete. ....... 187 238,739

All other property .............ievenia... 379,021,541
TOl «aerrireeiiitiiaaaane ... .$2,386,023 583

We have seen that for the year 1916 the Tax Commission
found the total value of all the public utilities in the State to
be only $243,451.164,  and $1,209,561,143 the total valwe of all
taxable property. ‘ s

One conchision to be drawn from a comparison of these
estimmates is that the franchise values of public utilities are
either not taxed at all or they are*assessed at much less than
their real value.

“What the real values of franchises are, at present, is a
matter of conjecture, but we will here give a few reasons upon
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which to dase our estimate that they. are onehalf the present
“unit” values upon which the corporations pay itaxes, Those
reasons are!  First, according to elaims made by railroad own-
208 It costs about $50.0060 a wmile to build and squip a Colorado
rafiroud, and this i supposed not Lo inelude the value of their
iranchises. Second, we know that all land riges in values as
population incresses and society progres 5, and that land@ and
rights of way in land held by corporations are no eyception to
the rale, the only difference being that when private land rises
i vafue its pwners receive more rent foe it while & rise in the
value of rights of way enables franchize holder i elther pay
themselves larger dividends or water their stock.,  Third, we
Wrow thal when a railroad company is granied the legal right
te buy or tondemn a continoous strip of land betweon two or
more good terminal poinls, that i can often borrow MO Y
enongh on the franchise to build the voad, Faurth, we kKnow ag
a maiter of fact that most railroads are now capitalized and
pay dividends on morve than rwice their assessed value,  Fifth
fn regard to the value of local utilities, we know that, iike
the railrouds, they are capitalized at sums much higher thasn
the vaiue of their tangible property.  Take, for insiance, the
Denver Gag & #isciric Co. Sixtl, we know: that every time
~they win a franchise fight they inerease their capitalization.
Seventl, H Iranchizes in public paces, which are aothing but
rights in land, are assessed apart from other property, as the
present law and this bill provides, the cities of Colorade that
ftave home rule in taxation could and probably would adopt the
Hingle Tax, as that is a system of taxation to which the big
corporations are bitterly opposed, it in all probahility was
through thelr Influence and the fact that Denver assessments
were let alons, that Mayor Speer and the big papers withdrew
from ithe fight fo recall the Tax Commission at the last elec-
tion, and therehy saved them by 3850 woles. Thersfors, ag this
Mmeasure provides that all franchises in public ways shall be
assessed apart from other property, the same as all other
rightz in land are now assessed, it is Nkely that this provisien
of the BN wiil maks it popular with a arge clase of voters,

SITE VALUES VS, LABOR VALUES,

The next thing to be considered iy the difference between
the site values we propose to tax and the labor values we pro-
pose to exempt. One pays rent and the other pays interest, so
they will here be treated separaiely. In considering this point
it. should be easy to see that labhor values are produced by
labor and that site values arise from. the people’s needs. Tabor
products are brought inte existence in response to a demand
tor them and the supply can be increased indefinitely, but the
supply of land cannot be increased so the value of any partie-
ular site is determined, not by the law of- supply and demand,
but by demand alone. This is proved by the fact that in Colo.
‘rado- there are 41.753,352 acres of land for ‘which there is 10 de.
mand, and therefore as it has no value it is not faxed. Far.
ther preof is found in the wide difference hetween the assessed
values of sites that are taxed, For instanece, our grazing lapd
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has an average vahie of only $4.66.an acre, while business sites
in the heart of Denver are selling at three million dollars an
acre. In this connection it should be noticed, -that in the hope
of gettinig this unearned increment, much of our land is held by
speculators,

Aud, now, speaking of land held for speculation we
should - consider what a- title to land really means. In con-
sidering this point we must not forget that in order to remain
sovereign, the State always retains three rights in land, name-.
ly, the right of eminent domain, the right to exercise police
power over it, and the right'to tax it. Subject to these three
rights reserved by the State, the owner of land has poszsession,
the right to possession, and the right of alienation. In other
words, the owner can hold possession, or he can lease the land,
or he can deed or will it away. . These -three rights of the
owner are generally summarized in the saying that the owner
of land simply has a right to exclude others from. it. There.
fore, it s nothing but the right to exclude that ig really rented
or sold, so let us glance at the law of rent to see fhe differ-
ence between the rental and the selling value of land.

THE LAW OF RENT.

The law of rent was discovered by David Ricardg about
one hundred years age and ¢ince that time it has been clearly
expounded by Henry George and othér eminent economiszts.
Henry George states it this way:

“The rent of land is determined by the excess of ite pro-
duce over ihat which the same application can secure from the
least productive land in ase” !

In explanaticn of this law he says:

“Its mere statement has all the force of a self-evident pro-
posgition, for it iz clear that competition enables the owner of
productive land to appropriate in rent all the return above that
required to recompense labor and capital at the ordinary rate.
Tkat is to say, what they can obtain upon the least productive
land in use, where, of course, no rent is paid.”

As this important Iaw ig exemplified by so many facts that
are open to all, we will sa¥y no more about it here but go on
with our inguiry into the nature of selling value, which ig the
thing we should try to tax, as near .as may bhe, out of exist-
ence. -
It is often said that the selling value of land is nothing but
its rental value capithlized, It is said, for-instance, that if the
annual rent of a plece of land is one bundred dollars and the
current rate of interest is five per cent, that the selling value

of the land will be twenty times the rent o¥, two thousand#i-
f gl the.land. will-be.twenty-times-the-rent-—ofmothonsand
% fact-that-it leaves out of account the taxes charged against the

land, for while a tax does  not affect the rental value
of land it has a very decisive effect upon its selling value.
Thus, if & piece of land that rents for cne hundred dollars a
year is subjected to an annual tax: of fifty dollars, its net rent
would be fifty dollars, which, capitalized at five per cent, wonld
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by thne tax.  When tl { Between renlal and ssl
s i omakes wany ihi clear aboul which, ab the
L tim ihers mueh confurion of thought. et w8 ex-

c g tew confused theughis now current on the iand gues-
Lion, .
MISTAKEMN IDEAS.

Some peopls thivk thal i we incroase the taxes on land
the owners will increage the reni, o it they . happen 1o be
e band themsel they will charge more {Or what they
produee on ity in other words, that thev will shift the tax.
The people who hold this vew confusa the lamd ownars desir
with his power. They koow that a tax om labor wroduc
shifted to the consumer, but they do not renlize that thiz is
deme because the tax iz a part of the eost of production, and
they «de not stop to reflect thal it costs nothing to produce
jand. L

“ome people also think that even if the land is vacant, a
1ax will, in some mysterious way, enable the owner to charge
more for its use. This sillly thought is entertained by many
people bhecause they do not fully realize that the value of land
is. due to the demand.for it and mot io the wishes of its
owner, H it were really true that the, value of land could be
determined by its owners' desires there is no telling how high
it would mount. .

Tut, even when the absurdity in this thought is peinted
ont to the pecpie who hold H, they offen centend thai. as the
awner of a piece of land probably paid 2 high price for it, an
inerense in hig taxes would justifty him in charging more for
fte nse or it prodnee; and i he lacks the power 1o ¢harge
mare, it would be doing him a great injustice to increase his
tuxes. In principle, this is the same clahn that was mnade by
SIOVEOWNRTS,

Those whe make thig elaim have never locked ingo the
real mature of the thing the owner buys, We bave seeh that
the owner does not really buy land, in the same seunse that he
buys food to appease his hanger. What he uys is ant the
Jand, bui the legal right to esclude others from it, which
others, perhaps, wers sager 1o use the land w0 raise food to
appease their own hunger but had no money te pay lor oX-
clusive rizhts. . Fesides, when the owner bought the right to
lude oihers he had due.notice of all the chances he was
taking. 1f he did not wish to buy the right to exclude others
from land, he could have bought hay or he could have bought
bricks, and’ in either case his fire risk would be determined
by the nature of hig investment. So, likewis=, when he bought
the legal right to exclude others from a piece of land he knew
that the value of the right depended upon his ability to call

in- the armed force of the State if it ever became necessary
to secure him, his lessees, or assigns, in undisturbed posses-

sion. e also knew that ihe tax conditions upon which the
Jtate would respoand to the call is a matter that depends en-

&

’

tirely upon public opinion, and that public opinion in such mat-
ters is a thing that is constantly changing. He Xnew, in
short, that the State responds to public opinion—which is no
longer the opinion of landlords— and consequently that pro.
gressive States are overy year charging more and more for
exclusive rights in land. ’

It is true, that in some countries it takes opinion a long

{ime to change and the State still longer to respond to the
change. In England, for instance, the Iandlords are paying
taxes on a valuation that was made three hundred years ago,
but in 1910 public opinion compelled the government to order

- a new valuation and now it will not be long belore the taxes

on exclusive rights to land in ®ngland will be high enocugh to
make it accersible to all on equal terms. :

in New Zesland, western Canada, and a few other pro-
gressive countries, opirion has compelled a more rapid change
in tax law, and now in a few places nearly the whole rental
value of land is taken in taxation, and consequently the land In
such places has little or no selling value and everyone can
make a contract for his lahor on fair termsa.

HCW'THE VOTE FOR SINGLE TAX REDUCES THE SELL-
ING PRICE OF LAND,

But we necd not go abroad to find proof of the fact that
the value.of tities to land rests on opiion. We can find proot
of it nearer home For ingtance, two years ago the people in
Denver voted on an amendment to the city charter which, if
adopted, would have shifted all city taxes from industry on to
tand values. “The proposed amendment rececived but twenty-
three per eent of the vote, but that was enough to make the
land spsculaters begin to unload. When they gaw that so
many pecble were getting their eyes open to the real nature
of land values., they knew that it was only a guestion of time
when the Single Tax would get thirty, forty, and eventually
fifty-one per cent of the wvote, when, of course. the selling
value of lapd would be entirely wiped out; so, panic-stricken,
they began to offerr their land at reduced prices. Of course, it
is hard to say exactly how much that vote reduced the selling
price of land in Denver, but & conservative estimate is three
per cent, or six miliion dollars. One quarter acre on the cor-
ner of Sixteenth and Curtis streets was assessed at $575.000
before election, and shortly after the election if sold for §600,.-
009. :

At the city election held last May the same amendment
was again submitted tc a vote, but as only one-third of the
voters went to the peclis, the vote for and against Single Tax
wag materially reduced and time encugh has pot yet elapred
to know exacily how that vote will affect the selling.price of
Denver land.

During botk Denver campalgns a great deal was said about
the imperfect Single Tax amendment that was adopted and
afterwards repealed in Pueblo. The opponenis of Single Tax
claimed that the repeal of that amendment proved Single Tax
to be a failure, but genuine Single Taxers knew all the time’
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that such a bungled-np amenduwent could never be given legal
sitect. Whoever drew i; ruade no provision for an assessment
vpon which a ¢ity fax levy oun site and franchise values alone
could be lesally made, so it was doomed from the start. At
ihe election tc be held in PFneblo next November a properiy
drawn amendment will be submiited to a vote and whether it
iz adoDted or not. it iz safe Lo say that It will receive votes
cnovgh te materially reduce the selling price of Pueblo land
‘ead thereby make thousands of working people in Pueblo fe:

that they are no longer irve rs in the ecity which their
labor is doi s omch o buiid up and beautify,

HOW 4 TAX ON REMNT RAIBES WAGES AND LOWERS
PRICES,

- ARd now, perhapg, enoagh has been said te make it clear
that the selli value of land is nothing but itz untaxed value,
for wo have en ihat if any particular site is taxed up to its
full rental value thal it will have no selling value at all. So,
now, let us see what effect, ¥ any, a tax will have on rental

value. That iz, will a fax on iand weakén or sirengthen. the .

demand for L7  Ag this iz an important point, let us give it
ideration, :

15 no argwment io prove that as long as there are
in ihe State, land will be in demand for residential or
;, and experience everywhere proves. that the de-
E ait wiil e much stronger than it is for
athers. In ; enee proves .that when there is no de-
wand for a site— v, when it is not wanted by at least two
people—that it will vield no rent-—meaning by rent, of course,

peoble
prodnciive
mwand for

fov its wse. irrespeciive of hnprovements, or, in case he is
nsing the land himseld, the amoont he could receive if he
cared lo relinguigh ity use to some one else, So it iz clear
that no site can be taxed unless there iz a demand for it ang
it is alzo clear that as the rental value of land is fixed by com-
a Tax upon any cular site cannot be more than it
rent for. Now lat ee whal would be the result if all
lamd were faxed up fo ity Tull rental value.

It peeds no argument io prove that if the tax were that
Ligh no one wonkd care o own land unless he wanted to use
it, abe therefore that such a tax would destroy a&ll speculation
in land, and ithe vast areas, boih in city and country, now held
by speenlators, would x ithrown open on fair terms to pro-
duciive usc. ln other words, the selling value of land would
disappear entirely, while other {hingy being -equal, itz rental
value would noi be affected by the tax. A high tax on site
values, therefore, would make land accessible to. all mem on
‘sgual terms, bui belfors we ean see how that would affect the
general demand for tand. we must notice how such a tax
would affect prices and wages. Forfunately as to these, all
economists are agreed. ) ’

THE LAW OF PRICE.
All economists agree that prices are coatrolled by nat-

ural law and Prof. Francis A, Walker puts the law of price in
this form:

8

“The price of commodities is determined by the cost of
production of that last considerable portion of the necessary
supply that is produced at the greatest disadvantage.”

Now let ue see what that means.

First of all it means that as a rule there cannol be twe
prices in the same market for the same thing, Thus, accord-
ing to the law, we are considering all wheat of the same grade
will sell in the same market at the same price. even though
different portions of the supply was produced at widely vary-
ing costs. For instance, if it cost one dollar a bushel to pro-
duce a considerable portion of the necessary supply of wheat
and the rest of the supply was produced at a cost of fifty or
seventy-five cents a bushel- nevertheless all the wheat of that
erade would sell at one dollar a bushel, in the rame market,
and this for the very good reasom that no one can long afford
to produce at & logs, and because, as a rule, everyone is willing
to charge all he can get. - - :

Now it showld be easy to see that under the conditions
here pointed out—which are not uncommon—land upon which
wheat can be produced at a high profit will cornmand a high
rent, and if it is lghtly taxed it will also have a high selling.
valie. while land upon whkich wheat, or anything else, must be.
produced at a little or no prefit. will have a low renial
and, therefore, little or no selling value; all of which brings
into view an important point that is generally overlooked,
namely, that the rent of land does not enter into the selling
price of commodities at all. therefore. that a tax on rent can-
not be shifted to consumers. To make this point-as clear as
possible, let us take a few examples. Az one example, let us
take the price of eval. In Denver coal gells for about four dol-
lars a ton. The miners get about 65 cents. a ton for digging
it, and as a considerable portion of the supply is hauled only
twenty miles on a down-hill pull, that looks like a pretty high
price. Now by examining our official records we will find the
real Teason for the high vprice of coal—and for other high
prices—in our present tax laws. Let us look at' the records.

HOW COAL LAND IS TAXED.

According to the T, S. Geological Survey, Colorado has
17,130 square milés of coal land. or 10,963,200 acres, and ac-
carding to the last report of our State Tax Commission, 5%482
acres of this land is listed on the tax roll as produective; 182.-
607 as non-preductive, and 719,801 acres as coal reserves. The
average assessed value of productive codl land iz $117.12 an
acre, non-productive $44.57, and coal regserves $23.28. There-
fore, the total number of acres tazed as coal land is 961,880,
and its assessed value last year was §16,782441. According
to these figures then onmly one-gizteenth of the ccal land that
has been reduced te private ownership is put to produactive
use. to say nothing of the large areas known to contain ceal,
that were taken up as homesteads and desert entries and that
are now taxed as grazing, timber or agricultural land. This
makes it plain that some one is holding all this eocal land out
" of use by paving a light tax on it and as this may be done
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for the purpose of keeping prices up and wages down, the next
guestion ir, Who pays these taxes?

To find this out- it is only necessary to look at

the records, for in this State . corperations .are mquirsa&l
: law to file annual astatements with the Secretary of

and among other things 1o iell how much land
“owy, laase OT operate.”” The C :ii'}fa,d'() F‘uel an.d I_ru_n
apany’s SWOIrn answer . to this qu{»e}twu. is ‘approximately
000 acres.” Otlier coal companies file ..";111111@"[“‘ answers, put-
Wii,ilout taking the time 1o 20 jute th;.:m liere, it I8 p_lain that
the big compaties that in Danver are ?Ql(@!:xg laz‘gu
padics of coal Japd oul o nse, Aand that most of this la.mi‘u;

o mind that miners sonld Hke Looase, if ihey only had v
by the mans on file in the offices ot thae Slate
’ i . (il Mine Inspector, for it there
| by the “Combine” contains the
o eaileoads.  Theretorve, 6 19
compets with the combine iu
pther market with coal, they must
¢ veins that are remote from
ign is noi very profitable is
pall optrators who pergist iz

o

jg shown
cgard and the
5 1hat the corl
best kaown velns thal
clear ihat If anyone W
supplying Denver or Al :
do so by Qigming cosl oui of 1o
railroads, and, that such coml
proved by ithe ence of th ; ) i ‘
trying 15 He r, the competition ;{JI wmadl opel;_atu;s tends
Ty ké('ep the price of enal down, fov 1_E they can 4ig cu:'a,l{ Di_'l:t-
of poor veins, then havl it to the cars in wagons, a].!d deliver it
o copsumers in Denver at four -dollla.rs a tm%, ﬂ.].e iy ‘Operators
will sefi their coal -at the same price, for it is _0bv10us that
although they could well afford -to do so, they will not: charge

less tor it

TAX ON COAL LAND KEEPS PRICES UP

W A LIGHT :
"o - AND WAGES DOWN.

Now it sheuld be poticed that the su all operators Who use
thig podr land ov poorly lecated land. pay no z'fr’nt_ for it, while
the bigz operators get in larze tesials not only for the s;:}.mll
amount of land they use, wui also for the large amonnts ihey
menopolize by pay
not ouly in prices
dueing ecoal from

that are much higher than the cost of pro-
their good ar well lovated veins but alse in
dividends on stoek and inie st on beads. OF couvse, this prac-
tice is not confined to Oplorado, ag is proved by ihe report of
the T, 8. Sepate Committes 1hat investigated the Steel Trust.
At one of the hearings the officers of the Trust appeared.be-
fore the commitiee to prove that the Trust was not over-capital-
izad. As proof of this ihey showed that the trust owned 60,060
acres of Connelsville coal land that was worih $2,060 per acre.
They proved thai the land .was worth that mumch at that tpne
pow it is worlh §3,0d0-—because the taxes were not very high,
and their ownership of the. 3000 acres in use. and all the rest
"of - it prevented thelr compe

titors from using the land to- cut
the price of coking coal Lvidently the U 8. Senate tl.lought
that practice was all right in Pennsylvania. Your action on
thig bill will show whether you think it should be _encpura;_;ea
Rere by a light tax on coal land. Now let us look into wages.
149

oo light tsx and they receive their rent -

g

THE MARG!MN OF CULTIVATION.

‘When the full import of the law of rent and the law of
price is clearly apprehended it will not be hard fo see how a
high tax on land values will raise wages. We have seen that
such g tax will make it unprofitable for speculators to hold
productive land out of use. We must now notice that it will
do this by moving “the margin of cultivation in.” By margin
of cultivation, is here meant, the line bevond which the land
is so far from centers of population, or for any other reason,
o unproductive that it will yield no rent. The man who
works on no rent land, of course, can keep all he produces,
and as the Single Tax will move the margin of cultivation in
closer to the market and therefore to more productive land,
the wages thai can be made on ho rent land will be materially
increased, Tor example, farmers who now go out to the mar-
gin of cultivation to raise crops and then haul them hack to
market twenty or thirty miles, past good land held by specu-
lators, would find their condition much improved under Single
Tax. For as soon as the speculators let go of the land, the
real farmers, .that is, those whe farm the farms, could move
in closer to markets, and thus by using better land or hetter
iocated land they could not only make much better- wages for
themselves, but by competing on fair terms with all other
farmers they very naturally would dring the price of all farm
products down to a fair margin of profit. .

Now let ug soe how the Singzle Tax would affect the wages
of other people who work outside of towns and cities. Take,
for exammle, the wages of 2l miners. We have scen that the
Singia Tax would maks it profitable for the coal -barons to
bold any 1pove land than thsy can put to productive use; and,
theretore, that many good ceal veins that are close to railreads
would be accessible on fair terms to coal miners who are al-
ways on strike or threatening to strike. In other words, in an
sconomic genge, the margin of cultivation would be moved in,
and ag in the case of farmers, competition would then hbe free.
Consequently - the price of eoal would come down, wages would
go up, and we would bave no more Ludlow massacres or ineur-
rection bonds. ’

WHY PECPLE CROWD INTO CITIES.

But, after all is said, the important question is: =~ How
would Single Tax affect wages and prices in towns and cities?
That is the most important question of ali, because il is in
fowns and cities that most people now work and live. In this
connection, allow me to remark that I was an interested 'lis-
tener to vour discussions on the School Code at the last ses-
sion when ithe question came up: “Why are country districts
becoming depopulated and cities everywhere growing?’ 1 re-
member Senatér De Busque gave as one reagson, “that cities
maintain good schools,” although he admitted there must be
other reasons which he did not fully understand. He said that
when he was a boy only ten per cent of the people lived In
towns. and cities, and that now 66 per cent have crowded in,
and he ig still wondering what there is in cities that attracts
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a0 fnary people. 1 would like to fell the Senafor, and others
who may Dbe interested, that a good answer to that guestiocn
a1 be found in a IitEle hook written by Louls F. Post, first
ant o the U. 8. Secretafy of Lalur. In that book it Is
¢ ihat the influx to the cities began with the introductior
;oroved machinery, that. in erder to increase the productive
+ of labor to any great extent, many machines must be
ted nnder one reof and therefore, as pecple must live
to thaip work, cities grow up around the factories. Mr.
. closely inio the nature of machiuery and saw that
~¢an do only tha one thing L was ads to o
ggary that many of them maost be op rated
o oiher and the people who bechiae
pert in o qebines  mast closs to the facto
they can go (o work wien ihe wi 4 He
that those whe contizued (o
tound 1hat they conld pol com
whe used modern  machi s mitliens of men
wWere  uoi bt wirtaally  foreed
fo the factor 5, he clearly

eaely I
TCR L R F:
closs 1oy

Pinshioned methodys so0n
e in the markel with thoss
Ginen and
from  their
putl, resnlited
alis atieniion 0
of production and st
iy the people who work in g
o quust live elose to thel work o
5 i d for oity lamd. Ang beiug a svel-hended

Taxer, MT. Post saw that the evar-dpereasing  dentard
s jmpd mwmst foree its value skyward, so he i3 not =ur-
prised to find that much of it i3 now worth from one to tweive
miliion dollars an acre, to say nothing about the improvements
on ii. 'Thus, instead of raiging wages, these immense values
ave absorbed by city land. and speculators got all the benefits
of improved machinery, and modern methods of production.

CITY LAND MONOQPOLY.

The people who get these land values, are in many ve-
spects not unlike ihe peoble who have to work for what they
got. The chief diitersnce Leing that they are envied by their
neighbors, Those who invest in land for which a stromg de-
mand soon grows up are called lucky, while those who buy
land for which demand is slow in manifesting itself are calied
unlucky, but this difference Is not marked in the few com-
munities where puablic opinion compels taXes on land to keep
pace with the demand for ii. In such places, as we have seen,
land may have a high rental and litile or no selling value.
However, as yet, there are only a few communities where the,
full Tental value—that is, the site value—of land is taken in
taxation, and as a result many land owners have grown to be
millionaires through a rise in the value of land to which they
happened to hold title. Indeed, most of our millionaires were
made in that way: as is shown in the report made by a man .
whom the New York World selected fo investigate the matter.
He says in his report that out of 5,000 miltionaires that he in-
terviewed. 4,500 admitted that their fortunes came to them for
the most part through a rise in land ‘values, and only 560 out
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of the 5,000 claimed. to have made their fortunes in any other
way. Of course, the lucky - speculators had many rivals. As
soon as it appeared that luck and a little money were the only
things reguired to buy land in the righi place, nearly every-
one who bad the money began to buy, especially in and near
towns and cities, for there it seemed the ‘great prizes were to
be found. The resuli was that the land “cloge in” was soon
monopelized and the margin of cultivation was moved so far

out that market gardeners could scarcely make a living. Even

in the hearts of cities many vacant lots were and are “he
for a rise,” and mueh money is wasted grading streete and
laying tracks, and wire and pipe lines past them. For insiance,
Denver contains 38,000 acres, of which only 9,000 -acres are in
use, and a great part of ithat is only bali used. But this is
enough to say about the people who get, or try to get, the rent
they do not earn: mow let us leok at the condition of the pec:
ple who earn the rent they do not get—which, in Denver
alone ameunts to 10 or 12 wmillion dollars a year.

HOW LAND MONOPOLY COMPELS ORGANIZATION.

To see this we should remember thaf It was sixty or sev-
enty years ago when improved machinery  began to revolu-
tionize industry in this copntry, and consegl nily it was about

that time when couniry people began 1o crowd into cities.

Only a few of them knew anvthing about the sclence of eco-
nondes, so when they pealized how srnormously the improved
machines increased their productive power they naturally ex~
pecied that suoner or later they would get a gorresponding in-
crease in wages., Dut when they found that instead of being
raized, their wages were often reduced or they were thrown
out of work aliogether, they grew sullen and resentful. Later,
when they found that the cost of living was goingup without
any increage in wages to speak of, they first pleaded with
their bosses and then finding that the bosses either couidn’t
or wouldn't do anything for them, they eommenced to realize
their economic helplesgmness, and in desperation many of them
joined labor unpions. That is the condition of things we find
here today, now let us see what organization has done for
them. ©Out of 36,000,000 wage earners in this country about

. 2,000,000 are organized, and everyone knows that their organ-

jzation hag been a slow and Jaborious process. The Teason for
this is that the organized, like the unorganized workers, have
no . clear ideas on “what’s eatin’ 'em.’ )

Most of them, before going to work, spent a few months
or years in our public schools, where, if they were taught “eco-
nomics” at all, it was to fix more firmly in their minds the
false helief that “property in 1and is a sacred institution,” so
the rank and file of the labor uniomists never tried to shift
taxes from industry on to land values—the ounly thing that can
open equal opportunities to all Instead of employing that one
simple and sovereign vemedy, which at least to some extent
they cculd have done, they went on the theory that they must
fight the employing capitalist—the man who ig often as much
a viectim of the system as they are— and thus resulted their
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nuiny -strikes and long years of :
some advantage by oruanizing
vantage to them to meat togy

However, they gained.
. it was quite an ad-

her In their own halls and dis-.
% their own problems in their own way Second, they won
quite a few vietories, in th» way of sherter hours and better
pay through their power of coiiective parvgaining; and, third,
Cthey at lengzth came to sce the 1¥ advantages to be gained
sugh political action, andg v thizs. many of them now
iwrld strategic positions in zovetniwent, which, if rightly used,
wiil enable them to advance the inte 5 of iabor in many
ways. Indeed, they have already made considsrable progress
educationally as well as econo amd politically for every
year they are coming out in ian: pronouncsd fashion for the
taxstion of land values. iat thsat ©oare not yek ready to
endorse the whole Single Tax platiorm ig shown by the fact
that some of them are stili suposing the tlanlk that declares
for public ownership of vpublic ithat iz, for the public
cwnership of every buwine that ragui a franchise in pub-
lic ways., Now having sevn what the w s who are organ-
ized have done since improved m iinery revolationized indus-
try, let us notice what the morganised have been doing,

The -reason why 30 mans : 2 oare still enorgan-
ized is, first. hecaunse ms: igent workers are conscious
of the mistake the unionists ave made, and still make, in
dighting capitalism instesd of landlordism, therefore iley mis-
takerily think that it would only be a waste of thair time and
nioney 1o engage in  uninm Second, many low  paid
workers ‘cannot, or think the t. afford to pay union dues.,
i graat many do po
ard therefore (hey
ganized are at a2 &
ihelr labor, andg
live below thoe
We have seen

LR O man

i

making contracts Tor
lLions of them are foreed to
on less than §400 a year.
wages are low Is  be-
derangd more wages
" on ao rent land at or
i f the reagon that
@iir, fixes fhe price of all

othe wg wind in sl markets, It must be
mind too ithat the Iaw of rent. and (b law . price are
always and sverywhere in cperation ahd the fore that they
Aind expression ondy ip the cowniry but alse in. the slums
aitd  sweatshope of our great oifies. Hot oas all this is fully
explained in siandard works on political esonomy, we will not
#o further into it bere. : '

i
thai

.

margin of
he prody

HOW SITE TaX WOULD AFFECT THE WORKERS,

The fact that pric
the way the State’s ta:

28 ure Iargely_ determined by
« used, will become plajner

still if -we notice. how different alazges in society are affected
by it, so let wus first notice Row Bingle Tax will affect the
casual and migratory workers who are’ too independent to he
servile slaves in sweatehops, and who are net econtent to
drudge their lives away for a bare subsistence on poor or poorly
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Iocated land. Such men are inured fo hardships, and being
urafraid of danger and dispored tg roam, they, as the saving
i3, “hit the road.” K iz this clags of men who build the
lailroads and dig irrigdtion ditches. They insist on good

‘wages so they also harvest the:crops and do any other king

of wourk for which thereidis a pressing demand. OFf course, the
demapd for the work they do it very inconstant, so they are
cften unemployed.  When on -the road they travel in boxcars,
sleep around camp fires, and sometimes they beg from door to
door. In the winter.time, when most work is closed to them,
and they are without money to pay for cheap meals and cheap
beds, they often go to jail, or, if they are physically fit, they
enlist in. the army. Two Years ago the police authorities esti-
mated that-there ‘were 6 000,000 of these. destifute and desper-

_ate men looking for work in this country. and - to - avert a
revolution many of them were fed in bread lines and every-

where municipal lodging ‘h ouses were crowded with them, Per
haps some of you gentlemen remember how the problem waz
met in Denver. I was one of a committee that requested the
Governor of the.-State to come down town one cold winter
night to see 800 of these men sleeping on. the floor of two
vacant rocms which was all the city felt it could provide them
ki . After Viewing 1he situation the Governor said it was
righttnl.” bui it seoms that the State was powerless 1o help,
for nothing was done to remedy conditions. Taxes on land
valaes were not increased so cight of the men died of hunger
and cold, and wh spring - tims came the rest. scattered
throughcut the country to o through the same old routine on
a monopolized earth. Iowever, the worke
employed or wnempioyed have now formes themselves into an
orzapization called “Vhe Industrial Workers of the World,” and

. If they get the vight ldes they may do much towards bettering

conditions hy freeing the land—especially if they are forced to
adopt the plan that seems to he making some headway in Mex-
ico and in Rusasia.

HOW IT WOULD AFFECT HOME OWNERS.

Other classes 'of people who do much to increage rents in
towns and cities and who are unjustly treated by our tax laws,
are the mechanics, business and professional men who live and
work -in cities and° who own their own homes. . Let us first
look at the interest.they: will have in this bill as home OWIners,
and then noticer how it will affect their business. They, - of
course, get the rent, as users, of the ground upen which their
homes stand, but their lots are. asgessed in columns separate
and apart from their improvements, and the tax books show
that in nine cases:out-of ten their improvements are worth-
more, and in many- cases a good deal more, than their lots.
Under the present-gystem, lots and ‘improvements are taxed
alike, but under the- Single "Tax all imptrovements would be
exempt, and the tax on lot values would be not more than twice
as much as it is now. : Therefore, it is easy to see that most
home-owners—probably 90 per cent of them
taxes reduced under this bill, Tt is true those who have more
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Ist wval than wuroveiment vaine wonld find their tuxes rai
but the homaoswners in this rluss are not more than one !
of the nwmber who would save money. In other wovds, i{lus
home swners whe own poorly improved lots, or Ipts that ars
not improved st all, are the only enes who wenld bave to pay
more nivder ihe Single Tax, abd they are a small minority,

HOW BUSINESS PROPERTY WIikL BE AFFECTED.

Mow Jet us see how the adoption of ithis amendment will

warellouses, ete. And also on goods, mae

vl Jurpiture. As in the case of the tazes on their

ithey wounld of course pay more on the value of ihe

i they use in their business, but, as everything elss

be exempt their taxes, in most cases, would be very

levs than they pay now. FEut, it may be asked, when all

: :al property and improvements are exempt, how will pub

it expenses be met? That question is often azked and the

best way to answer it is . to cite a few exammnles. Ilere iv gne:

Th are eight lots on the eorner of Sizteenth and Champa

5, in Denver, that are covered with old one-story build-

tirat rent for $46,000 & year. Under this bili these old

buildings and all the goods in them would be exempl and the

ey ob the eight valuable lots would be doubled, This it is

maled, would in¢rease the public income from that property
about 510,000 a year. )

Another example: Just across the street from this prop
erty iz the May Company's big store and in our first Singls
Tax campaign T had an experience which shows how  that

iy would be affected. We wanted to uss that corner for

our streel meetings, but the pelice department ruled that we
eould not use it without first gelting the consent of the abui-
roperty owner. 1 called on the manager of the Mar

B ostore and at first he rvefused his copsgeni. I pleaded

as we did not then bave time to fake the police
department throngh couri—and finally he said that if we could
prove fo hip thai the May Company’s taxes would not be in-
; by 1he Hingle Tax, he would consent to the use of
for cur propogaunda work. As his store way very

of goods | felt coufident thai his taxes would not

the matier up. Upou examining his tax sched-
ale, however, ¥ was sprorised to find that his big store bailding
“and ail the goods in it were asgessed at consideratly less than
£690,000, tie amount at which the five and onehalf lots under
the building was assessed and consequently ihat the adaption
of our amendment would raise his taxes about $2.000 a vear.
This filied me with dismay, but nevertheless I went hack to
argue the matter with him. My argument ran semething like
this: :
“Sir: You are interested in Denver and vou would like to
see the city thrive and grow, but what chance haz it to grow
under our present fax system? Croaning ander a heavy load
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ol taxes many of our industries have already moved out s#nd
are going, Wa taxed the ‘Pullman shops out, we taxed
paper mill ont, and in time we will tax more shops out.
result I8 that thousands of our buildings are vacant and
ands of our work people are standing idle, or working for
v wages. How can you expect to sell goods or do business
iy that is burdened with such a tax system? The adop-
y ihis amendment will tax privilege and exempt ihdustr}';
will inake the people who own our ‘valuable land vay the
tuzex and thereby relieve our industries from all taxation. The
result will be that our shope and factories will again start
ip.  All of our people will agaln go to work, supplying our
1w and- foreign markets and as they will be making good
i they will not be disposed to slight home merchants and
by iheir goods from mail-order houges.”

The manager listened and pondered as T went on with this
rument, and heing a keen far-sesing business man he finally
w thinge in their true light and gave hiz conseunt 10 our use
the eorner. These two examples show how publie revennes
would be increased by doubling taxes on the valuable larnd in
ihe heart of Denver, whether the land iz used by owners or by
nis. There are only nine buildings in fhe business district
ihat wre worth more than the ground upon which. they stand,

Gowditions are about the same in our other towns and . cities.

HOW IT WOULD AFFECT VACANT LOTS.

Now that we have seen how the Single Tax would affect
the rosidence section and the high-priced land in the heart of
tte <ity, let ns see how it weuld affect vacant lots and gthar
tow-priced land in the suburbs. Some 8ay that much of this

d would revert to the government, as its owners wonid
to pay the Single Tax rate. Now let us ses if that iz
The tax levy in Denver for 1916 was 17 mills, and

us say that under this bill it would be 34 mills, which

@ that ary speculator who owns lots that are assessed at

+ would either pay.a tax of $84 on them or turn them
back to the people. As speculators have plenty of nerve it
seeins probable that mogt of them would pay and try to pre-
vent the tax from going higher. But if at length they should
S 1oy are whipped, they, with more or lesg grace, would re-
Ungquisk . their rights to exclude others, and there are plenty of
market gardeners and other peaple now crowded in stims who
would giadly pay the tax for the privilege of putting the 1Gts
Lo prodictive use. Therefore, if vacant lot owners should prove
to be delinguent, it would be s good thing for the eity, for it
speculaiors refuse to pay taxes on Iots the people who want to
ase the land will gladly pay its full rental value into the pub-
Y tressury; and the rental value of all the iand in Denver is
not less than ten million dollars a year, which is twice the
smount raised last year by taxing all property,

HOW SITE TAX WOULD AFFECT PAPER CREDITS.

New I have pointed out how the adoption of this amend-
ment will affect various classes of people who own different
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of tand, and 1 ow nat ireED off your time by
ERF i oaffest fhe owners or rg of i
land, metaldiferous mini land, wharts, teny
o 1! e enger i ATe prineiy
choinvalves 201 ! talke your time o
inio them i . A word should be . i, aboui
. fax Wil Liave On L tite—-that s, on evi

e oof debi in varions forms, of which therve is5 sald 1o be

sut one haydred billion in this ecuntry.  The argument iy

a made that as 95 per esnt of all exchanges are made widl
st bopds, and promigsory notes, Thai ke olher

wedy Ll ahould be taxed—espocially ag many

o live luzury on the interest of them. That

: gl view, however, was proved by an experience

aboui twenly vears ago in @ Paso county, which, with your
permisgion, I will briefly call atfention to:

Af that time mortgage notes were tazable in thiz State and
the (ouniv Commissioners gave me a coutract to look up tsx
dAedzors.  In lesw than two years I found about two million
dollars worth of those notes that had been omitted from the
1ax roil, but when the holders of the notas were summoned {0
pay lages on them, they ail claimed ihat as the land thas
seeured the notes was taxed, a tax on the notes would In
taxing the same property twice. And when the Siate legisis
ture met their view was accepted, for it passed the iaw we
have now, which taxes notes that are unsecured, hut exempts
notes that are secured by mortgage.

HOW SITE TAX WOULD SHAKE THE WATER CYT OF
BTOCHS AND BONDS,

thai law was 3 it must be coneceded that inort
notes are, in part. al . tithes 10 land, and of courso
£ ies o bonds ped by indusir
Ly Ccompat . For sueh bong i
ioin large pavi by Lo on lands ‘whichh oftermr
ling valy such #s tiniber, and mineral
: terminals, eity loig, ele,
ymisgionsr of Oorporations reporis
1 upol which ihe stesl company
are hothing but the wvalue of iz
righis in land 4 dpes it plaia that i these vights i
langd, W
panics, wore taxed, as this bill provides, a lar part of the
gdeolwity upen which thelr bonds rest would dizsappear, for
have ssen that it is not the rental, but the selling value of
iwad that is morizaged to pay the bonds. K t

valae of land ihle big corporations would ha
mortgage but their Iaber products, bulldings, tools,
—uand many of them, like the steel eorporation, w
with but a small part of the values they are most
It will be noticed in this connection that this b
provide for unlimited single fax. It simply provi
labor products shall be exempt, and that enough
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Lo taken from their pregent owners io run the govern-
et i ing all the rest of the ‘site values-——which is more

1 one-hali-—to go inte private pockets as they are going

s, That iz, one-half of these unearned -site values will ba
jeft to privaie owners until the people, through their legislative
su, (ecide, from time to time, to increase the tax rats for
any or ali pnrposes . S _ _

In ihiz conneection it should be noticed too, that the adop-
tion of this amendment will take a goed deal of the security
ecut from under the mortgages and the bonds that are now

bal in the market. About how much it will depreciisc their
valpe it iy hard to say, for ‘many bonds are in large part s~-
sured by labor values as well as by land values. Asg a rule
money lenders do not take a mortgage on more than one half
the wvalue ol a plece of property; that is, the value of the hupiid-
inge and the land combined, or what they call “real esiate”. .
and- bonds as a rule are secured by mortgages that cover aot
only the tangible property of the companies that issue them,
pet they also cover their rights in lands of various kinds, in-
cluding their franchises in public roads, streets, and allers.
Nuw we should not lose sight of the fact that if the full ren-
tal value of all thes¢ land rights. went into the publie troms-
ury, where it should go. that no one would pay. corpor:ticus
or individuals anything for those rights, or lend any money oun
item; that is, the selling value of land—the thing that is really
mertzaged and sold—would be entirely wiped ouwt. But we
have geen that under the provizions of this bill the peopls will,
for a time at lsast, take but one-half of the rental values in
thipg State, se. for a shori time —that is, uniil the people or
their representatives decide to rafse the tax rate—land will
have some selling vaiue, and thersfors zome valus thal can he
pred to secure mortgages and bends, How much the selling
value of the lands in this State will be reduced by the adon-
tion of this amendment is a thing, of course, that we can only
suyeas at, but assuming that jand owners are now receiving in
ground -rents fifty million a year, and that under our present
tax laws this tribute exacting powser is or can be capitalized
#t one billion dollars. it follows. that by taking one-half the
rent for the people the selling value of the land will be re.
dnced at least ome-half, and probably a gooed deal more. There-
fore, (it is clear that the. selling value of a note or a bond
{hut is secured by a mortgage on this tribute exacting power
will ‘be considerably weakened, so we have deemed it no more
than fair that the holders of the mortgage notes and honds
10w outstanding should be given a vear's time in which to
make collections and adjust themselves to the new tax system,
and for that reason this bill dees not exempt improvements on
lapd from taxation until 1920. ’ .

The bill was drawn that way hecause we recognize the pri-
vata gwnership of land values as being: “The gigantie wrong
ot the centuries” and in doing away with the hellish tax
svatem that supports it we feel, as Lincoln did—when he wa
willing to pay for the slaves—that we should ehange the sv
tem as slowly and as mildiy ag possible. Of course -this rea-
sen does noi apply to personal property, so it will be exemnpt
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.. and ihe adoption of this amendmant witl In no we
] the vaiue of chattel moriguges, for they are .
¢d b property that is always worth as jauech as it costs to

orsrd to 1he abolishment of the Doll tax, we believe
a of the emendment wili win for it many support
i - day it i: becoming plainer that the poll tax ‘hz
foy friends, left. Hven the 1. W. W.z who have -but littie
faith in political actiol, say they will try to register and bc-at
the poells whenever there is a chance to Kit the poll tax with
thoit sl

& 6§ cogrse this amendment will not affect goyernment

honds. At least pot in the same way that it wouid aftect the
Lends that are sold by corporations, for the value E)f a govern-
r sond rests not on the government's rights in land, but

op it faxing power. ANVway the government could not tax
its owri Iand and it Is not Tikely that government bonds wi'
over he taxed for everyohe knows that the power to tax 3
the power to destroy, 50 RO government will be foolish enough
te iax itself. or to allew Its suhdivigions to tax each other.
And now, although there 18 still much that could be gaid on
ihe ineldence of a land fax compared with a tax on labor pro-
ducts, T will hurry along to other matters that should be com-
sidered in connection with this bill.

HOW SINGLE TAX iS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD WORLD
PEAGE.

Those who do not understsnd the single tax ne doubt will
wa should net bother with if until the war is over.
who have neve o it mueh thought, the single
; mers i1 measire, avd ot seeing how
: g it ig, They think that we should
ale tiention to ofher maiters now that the war is
T hiz i@ safe to say, is the way ihe matter is regarded
taree classes of people and mo doabt they will be sur-
2 1o hear it said by ihose who have studied the question,
that 2 nent pesce caunal He sstablished or maintained
nutil & wole tag 15 quite genorally adopted. Seeing that the
War W have besn imbossible 10 we bad single tax, they
hejieve it was the want of it that brought the war on. The
students of the question who hold this view believe, of CcOUTSE,
fhat its adoption wilt be guite zeneral as soOon a8 it is given
a fair trial in any one place, for its benefits’ will then be so

_mnunifest to all that no state or couniry can long afford to be

without it. 1n other words, it will spread like wildfire throuzh-
ont the world, ’ :

The dificulty then is to get it fully and fairly establivhed in
some one hlace. That is, in some place where all public rev-
emaes, hational ag well as local, can be paid out of ground
rent. Until this is done, it is the beliet of some, and probah:!v
most single taxers, that in some form or another the war w;ll
eontinue. This belief is based on their knowledge of the \E"ffi'[b‘
of land monopoly that Is everywhere supported by our. N just
tax systems. They know that until recent yeayrs land cwners
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everywhere had a predominating influence in governments, and
that they used their power to appropriate to their own use the
major part of the rent of land, and now that the Iandless are
slowly but surely gaining a share in political power that wars
and rumors of war must continue until a new feudal system

" is established, or until land monopoly 1s destroyed. They know

that one of these two things must happen, for if land moenop-
oly is maintained land values must necegsarily be concentrated
in fiewer and fewer hands. There is no other way out. Let us
briefly notice why that must be so.

As land values accumulate in the hands of the people who
own them, they must either be consumed by their owners or
put to productive use. As there is a limit to the amount the
owners can consume, some of the “unearned increment” must
be used in employing labor to produce poods to be sold in the
open market, and we have seen that the price of the goods thev
produce is fixed by the cost of producing a part of them at
the margin of cultivation. But by far the greater part of the
goods is produced inside the margin af a less cost, so they
have what Karl Marx ecalls a surplus value, which value, Henry
George proves, is ground rent. In the meantime population in.
creases, which moves the margin of cultivation still further
back, and as thie laborerg’ wages are fixed by the amount he.
can produce on no rent lamd, he soon finds the market full of
goods that his wages are too small to buy; and the landlord
must uge his unearned increment in more wastefnl living, in
extending. his markets, or in buying more land. Ag a matter
of Tact, we find that he does all of these things. For in every
country cn the slobe a few rich men now own vast areas of
land, they spend immense sums in building palatial residences,
pleasure yachts, racing stables, etc., and many of them go into
polities and urge their governments to raise armies and build
navies to extend their foreign markets. They have been able
to do all these things because up to the present time they have
by perverting the schools, the newspapers and the churches.
educated the people to believe that property in land is a racred
thing, and that it would be a great’injustice and a blunder
worse than a- crime to take the taxes off labor products and
put them on land values. Thus, while the great masses of the
peonle have been kept in abject and degrading wage slavery, o
landed aristocracy has been built up, headed by kaisers and
kings, and up te this time they have been able to run things
to suii themselves through a eorrespondence called “Secret
Diplomacy.”

Of course, in late years, they have had to use a great deal
of “diplomacy” in maintainihg the sysiem, but they succeeded
in doing it by keeping the science of economics from being
taught in' the public schools where the common people are ed-
ucated, and by maintaining elaborate charity organizations and
standing armies to keep down revolutions and strikes. But
vears ago everyone knew that the system could not be main-
tained much longer, S0 no ohe was surprised when the great
explosion took place in Europe, The magazine was loaded,
and all that was needed was for some one to touch a spark
ip it
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And ‘now that_ this great world war has come OB, & great
many are wondering what it is all about. Hvery nation &s-

gigns a different cause for the war and the public mind i3 8o

eonfused that many think it ig causeless. Hven asiuie thinkers
and writers fail to agree on the canse of the war, but that
I}eed not surprise us, if we remember that the war had an
eco_nomic cause, and that mosi of ouv writers got their “econ-
emics” in the colleges that are maintaihe¢ by land monopo-
lists, The single faxers are aboul the: only people who have
any clear ideas on he subject. They know that the war was
gaused by land monopoly and thai the cuye for it is not to De
found in ihe police pawey of ibe states but in o judicious use
of thoir taxing power. They kuow, | short, that fighting set-
tleg nothin and that the only way to  end ibid ‘war is to
mainiain fresdom of gpeech. apd theredy give the people &
ahan teo think aloag right lines. 1f they are given that
cha _ are sure to read gome of the singls tax pamphlets
wer 0l ! out. And when they are cudgeling their brains
over tiwe intricacies of the single fax, T always know when they
Bozin to seo the light, for the blood rushes to their heads and
the iins of their ears wet red. oo

] And now that we have geen how the war was caused by
Iaud mencpoly and that peace will be impossible until effective
steps are taken to imsure the general adopticn of the single
tax, lei us wee how unlikely it is that we would have any wWars
under that system. To see this it is only mnecessary to notice
that it would open all the resources of pature to all men on
the same terms, and as—all wealth comes from land—every-
one could then make contracts for their labor on terms of
equality; and this in turn would, of course, ingure to eovery
man and to every woman, the full product of their toil. Under
such conditions, how. could there be war? ‘What would there
Be to fight about? .

That these ideal conditions do not exist in Colorado, wWe
Kave ge=n by examining our oWi tax records, but we have seen
if iz an ideal that has been approached and is being approached
in mainy places. Ve all know that such big things, as this
must come step by step. Tharefore, it should be clear that the
one great step that you eail talie toward gaining economie free-
dem for the peopls In this state iz to submit this amendment
to a vole. INay, more, iis alimost certain adoption will set be-
fore the workl an example o genuine democracy that is sure
to be followed by other atates and ultimately by every civi-
lized nation in the worid : '

Of course, it may be said by the opponents of the measure
—and they no doupt will be many and strong—that the gov--
ernor’s call for the extra session is not wide enough in Its
geope to permit the submigsion of this' amendment, but I am
informed that this is a poini upon which there is a wide dif-
‘ference of opiniom. We all know that it requires a two-thirds
*_.rote of both houses te submit a constitutional amendment to
the people, and as the goveInor cannot veto any bill that gets =&
two-thirds vote, it seems to me that the first responsibility rests
on you. We also know that the exira session was cailed to
consider war and revenue mMeAasures and as this is both, we
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see no good reasen why you should not let the pecple vote on
it, without putting us to the trouble and expense of getting out
petitions. However, that is a question that is up to you and
we can only -hope that you will see the matter as we do.

WHO WILL SUPPORT OR OPPOSE THE SITE TAX?

The next thing to be congidered is the progpect of getting
this amendment adopted if you gubmit it to a vote. Of ‘course,
it will be sajd:that as yet the peonle in this State haye made
no orying demand for single tax, and therefore that it would
be useless to submit the proposition to them, But you must
rememnber that the same thing was sald when we were fighting
for womsn suffrage, for prohibitien, and for the todls of de-
mocracy, and BOW that we Dbave thoss od hut comparaiively
ynimportant things why should we ‘ate longer to start the
fight for economic. freedom by submitiing this amsndment to &
vobe, which is the only. effective way it ¢an be «tarted. There

- ig a good chance that-it -will be adopted jn the iirst campalsn,

for already there is quite a strong gingle tax geniiment in tais
State, and every day it is. growing gtronger. | Wyen a3 far back
as 1902, when we voted on “the Tackl il > the showing we
made wag not 80 bad: Tor that was D atly a single tax bitl,
and the vote stood BLEIT for to [HE st and, we must
remember, that sinee we Vv ed on Tl a greal deal of ed-

ncational work has Teet O in this h s in
Pueblo, CGolorado Snrings, and Denver, e it W foot,

EaE] much more

and. every Obe KROWS {nat opinion chang
ane who han d

now thau it did in days gone LY Wve
the histervy of ideas unows how long i uaed i take for oo ¥
jdes to gain acceptance, ,r-&m};)zu’m% ty the time it Talb
1t took cemturies 1o make people believa that the @
round, aund historians tell us that foriy million lives were sacs
rificed in the fires Eindled by witcheraft pefore that suy i
tion wag weeded ‘out of the human mind. but no one bhelia
will take very long for .the superstitious belief in parchinent
deeds to die out. A good many are now loging their reveranee
tor deeds made to land. by msn. who are dead and they are

_ready to believe that while the holder of a title to land shouid

be secured in possession. he ghould pay the full remtal value
of the land to the - community that made the Iand valuable.
Besides this idea is not new. More than one hundred years
ago, Jeffersen iold ns that “the land. belongs in uwsufruct to the
living,' and 38 years ago ITenry George clearly explained what
that means, and now thousands of people are beginning to see
the light. That the light- is -spreading is proved by the fact
that single tax got 263,000 votes in Calitornig last fall. WNorth
Dakota and Oregon have amended their coustitutions so {hat
proyerty can be classified for taxation, and Now in those States
whenever the people. get ready they can tax 1and at a higher
rate than other property. - In Miggouri and in Ohio petitions
are already out to submit single tax to & vote, S0 why should
it not be submitted here? L } _
Some of our single tax friends may tell you that it should
not be submitted -because it is almost sure to be defeated.
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They will say thal althoyed the lawd in 5 :
at only $AIT.00G.008 that iis aectual markei vahie ja
fon, and hersfore s the owners of this land draw
about Bive per cent. or GO,600 & year, {hey v
such o hard fight against this bil} that it will rook the Sinie
viory foundaiions. VO tedl you, tog. that mo
T values are now in.the haud few rich men
ickly organize io protect their interve whlln the ;
Ploited masses are not only unorgan bt th have sneh
3 12 notions about the guesition at jesue that they arg prao
iy uwnorganizable.  Therefore. they will s 7oothe »

ntion will he divided and their votes seaitoed on 'sju{.,

i that are sure to e raised, and fhat it will be mueh bhetter
Tor us L0 go on with our educational work for a fe h
Ionger and wait for a more opportulis lme o sobmit the e,
pesition 1o a vote, These are the atgulnents often sg yaneed
by our timid friends, but while they -contain a grain of troth
they have hitherto been given too much weight. We a1l know
that the privilezed interests will put up the fight of iheir bves
when this quesilon comes up, but as the time i #ETe To come
when the fight must be made anyway, why not make it now?

We all know the kind of a fight the landlords will pui un.
They will maks the same kind of a fight here that they made
in ¥ngland, when Tloyd CGleorge proposed to increase the i

on their land one penny in fhe pomnd. Parliament was then”

dissolved and an election was held in which that was the par-
ameunt issue, and it was the hottest election ever held o
land. According to the papery every billhoard in the Yingdsm
was plastered with flaming posters denouncing Lloyd George
and ,Lis Jand tax billl and svery night during the campai

ES crowds gatherad §n hally and on street eorners 1o b
ihe land x defended or denounced. lp T.ondon alons i
W mors an two theasand meetings held in one night. Un-
thinking people wondeved why {here was such a grest fuss
made over & penny in the pound, but those who understond the
principle at stake were not surprised at the stir 11 made. It
v e the ne thing here whenever single tax i up for a
vobe,  Indeed it will he worp tor the Llovd George bill wasg
a mere compromise measure that was put up for the purposa of
establishing the principle, while this Bl will cnt privilegs to
ithe guniell as soon as i s adopted—yes, sven befors it &
adopted. Therefore the lan wning erowd will leave no sione
uninrned and apare no expenze o confuze the voters, and it
vessible defeat the bill Their paid speakers will be heard on
avery corner and in every hall where they can get anvone to
iisten to them. The State will be covered with Bamphlaiy
filled with their kind of economies and their great dailies and
wreklies will belch forth tirades of abuse on every one who
dares to say that God wade the land for the people.  Aud thov
will not, be without getive supporters and large audiences thaf
¢all be reached in that wav. All the cheap land specitators in
the country districts will join with the big monopolists in the
cifies to make a hot campaign, and we all know that many
honest but guilible farmers are ready to belisve that single
taxers are trying to take their farms away from.them. There
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fore, we know that a majority of the farmer vete is likely to
he against us. "And we know one chief reason for this is, thaz
in every farming district in the State there are many small
fariners who are holding land for a rise, and that their votes
are generally inflrenced by the country storekeepers and bank-
ers to whom they are in debt. And as country storekeepers
apd bankers are often shrewd politicians who are also holding
land for a rise, they will for that and -other reasons line up all
the votes they can against gingle tax. They will be able to do
il, because they ean always get plenty of campaign funds for
such work from big monopolists, who live in cities. However,
they will not find it so easy now to influence the votes of
Tarud hands and tenants for many of these men and their wives
read good papers and they are beginning te realize that they
have everything to gain and nothing to lsse by the adoption
of this amendment. In saying zil this 1 know what I am talk-
ing about, for I organized oune of the bhig farmers’ unions in
this State and for several ycars I ran the union paper.

In regard to the town and city vote, litile more need be

said. ‘We have seen that a great majority of the people who

work in citieg are living in abject poverty and that the strug-
gle for existence is growing keener all- the time., And that
this great majority ‘has no right to the land it uses—except.
to pay remt—ean be seen by glancing through the registration
books, Where every voter is reguired te state whether he or
she is owner, tenant, or lodger. For the last few days I have
been copying the registration books in DDenver, and I think it
is safe to say that not more than one voter out of ten is reg-
istered as “owner.” Therefore, to got the votes of the tenants
and lodgers for this Bill, it is only necessary to hand them a )
writien argument, something like this letter, only not so long; -
and persuade them to vead it. The women, especially, are apt
to read am argument like ihis, for they have votes, and, uniike
some men, they are willing to be shown how their votes can
be used to raise their wages and cut the price of their food
and clothing. Many of them already see that while all wealia
is produced by labor, it is distributed by law, and they are
getting clearer ideas on how that is done by reading reform
papers and the report of the Industrial Relations Commisgsion.
Discussing woman’s wages, that report says:

“From two-thirds to three-fourths of the women workers
in factories, stores and laundries, and in industrial oceupations,
generally work st wages of less than $8 a week. Approxi-
mately onefifth earn less than $4 and nearly one-half éarn less
thn $6 a week” : '

The Commission gives no particular reason for these low
wages, 80 to clear up that point I will relate an experience
I once had, which is this: One night, about twentyfive years
ago, while on my way to the Chicago single tax club, I was
solicited by a girl on the street. I asked her where she
worked In the daytime and she said she worked in Seigei-
Cooper’s -store for $6.00 a week, When I arrived at the club
I related the incident, and a committee was appointed to in-
vestigate,. When the manager of the sgtere was scen, he ox-
plained that he could not afford to raise the wages of his em-
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ployes. First, because ecompetition was keen and the compaiy
had to pay a bigh tax on its stock of goods and on s 12

. store building; and, second, because it had to pay the landlord

$100,000¢ a year for the use of the ground upon which the build-
ing stands. Cases similar to this ate well ¥nown io mast wo-
mien, and now many - of them are beginning tn see that tho

pnly right remedy for this horrible condition of things Is 10 :

vote and get their friepds and their naizhbors to vote for the
exemption of all goods and all buildings from taxation, and

to raise all public revenues by a single tax on the value of |

Tand. .

"Of course, some WONNEN as well as some men who knew
but littie about law, may think that even if thie amendmeit
is adopted the supreme court will find some excuse fo nuliity
it, so to ease their minds oD that score they should read the
eourt’s opinion in the prohibition case which was decided last
year, in which our suprerie court used this language:

“The amendment of a gtate constitution ig an exertion of
the sovereign power of {he people to give to their express
will the force of a law suprerie over every. person and every-
thing in the state, so long as it does wot - conflict with the
federal constitution, and it guppants all other constitutionak
provisions, laws, and rules inconsistent with it, and particularly
ig this true when the amendment declares: All provisions of
the constitution in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.”

You will notice that' the amendment we are asking you
to submit contains the Tepealing clause, so If it ‘is adopted
by even onre majority, it will go into immediate and fuli effect,
for no one will pay iaxes on personal property and improve-
ments if the peopls, who have the lagt word in such matters.
gay they need not do so.




