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2 COMMON SENSE
A WORKING PROGRAM

The present system of taxation is almost universally con-
demuned. The General Property Tax broke down fifteen vears ago
in Texas, failed to meet the general revenue needs and has been
supplemented since by various and sundry taxes on business. The
excuse for these burdensome occupation and gross receipts taxes is
that we need and must have more money. The effects of these
business taxes are added costs of production, checks on business
and increased cost to the consumer, '

In place of the “uniform rule” of taxing “all preperty” we pro-
pose the adoption of an amendment to the Constitation providing
that “all land” shall be assessed lor taxation. We want to empha-
size the fact that “no tax shail be imposed on personal property or
on pnprovements in or on land.” The proposed amendment will
feave to the Legislature the power to impose an inheritance fax:
income tax on natural persons and corporations other than munic-
ipal; and also very properly leaves to the Legislature the power to
fevy occupation taxes upon persons and corpurations whose business
gomes within police powers. '

QUESTION

Shall we make Common Sense a regular monthly publication?
it can be started and made self-supporting with 2000 paid subscrip-
tions, at $1.00 2 vear each. A circulation of 10000 well scattered
through the State would make it impossible for the 3%th Legislature
to repeat the tax raids on business which have been made by the
28th Legislature.

It will cost you but a few moments thought and a two cent
stamp 1o tell us what vou think of this proposition. Texzas needs
z change in her tax system. What can we do to bring it about at
an early date with the least possible disturbance of orderly business?
ve us your opinion,

THE SINGLETAX LEAGUE OF TEXAS
725 West Poplar Street

Han Antonio, Tezass
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NEWS AND COMMENT

I propose to beg no question, to shrink from no

sonclusion,

but to follow truth wherever it may lead. Upon us is the respon-
sibility of seeking the law, for in the very heart of our civilization

today women faint and little children moan,
may prove to be iz not our affair,

Eut what that law
If the conclusions that we reach

run counter to our prejudices, let us not flinch; if they challenge
institutions that have long been deemed wise and natural, let us

not twrn back.—Henry George,

Ii is wot fair (o censure the Legis-
fature for the many burdensome lax
measures introduced. The State must
have more morey each vear, and it
15 idle to disclaim against that fact
Ve have had fifteen years notice of
the fact that the Gensral Property
Tax had broken down and failed to
meet our needs. Not z single ration-
al step has been taken to remedy
the evil so there is nothing left fo
the Legislature but io reach out for
some kind of business taxes. Cur
troubles can be laid at the doorz of
the peopie at home rather than our
Representatives at Austin.

Western Canada is still a good
field for the tax investigator. A
majority of the cities in Alberta and
British Columbia get practically all
ragvenues from fand values only. And
they hke it! The Canadian Pacific
Railroad in its land advertisements,
features the fact that improvements
and personal property on the farms
are exempt from taxation.

Denmark  recently  adopted  new
faxation proposals submitied by Mr
Heergaard, the Finance hiinister.

The hudget includes 2 general tax
a2t the rate of 13 mills on the dol-
far on the selling price of all land
apart from improvements. This is

: M ) s s A
in addition {o the ing tax of Lt

mills on  the arice of real
estate,  which 5  land  and
buildings.  This doubt Tead

to a still further apnlicotion of the
fanid walues tax, It iz at least far
shead of what we naw have in
Fexas,

There is a base line for interast
rates. This bage line today is Uni-
ted States Liberty bonde 3845, They
sell at par and abowve. The con-
clusion to draw is that money can

be had at 314 per cent where thers
is no risk, uo tax burdens and the
security is convertible at any time.
All interest rates above 334 per cemt
carry some added element of risk
taxes and the lack of ready sale or
conversion. 1The borrower, whether
individual, corporation, musicivality
or State, must pay in additional in-
terest all taxes paid er lable 1o be
paid. No way vet has been found
to tax the fender.

Bo you wani to dodge the Tncome
Fax? If so, 1 can show wvou how.
Just put vyour money into unim-
proved land and hold on to it

Pittsburgh claims to have the most
progressive  systera of taxation in
America, It produces the revenue

and at the same time stimulates
business.  This law, locally referred
to as the Graduated Tax Law, was
enacted n 1913, Tt provides that
the municipal mitlage on  buildings
as compared with that on fand, shall
he reduced 10 per cent for the vears
M4 and 1915, and an additional 19
per cent each three years thereafrer,
imtit the miflage on bufldings shall
be 50 per cent of that charged on
Tand,

The business interests of  Pits-
burg are not satisfied to stop at the
50 per cent line.
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Hesolptions  adopted by the
Executive Organizations of the
Alhed Boards of Trade of Alle-
gheny County, Pennsvivania:

Resolved, that we prepare and
introduce in  the Pennsyivania
Fegislature and urge for speedy
passage the following bills:

First: A bill or amendment
to what is known as the “Pitts-
burgh Graded Tax Law” which
will Iminediately reduce the fax
on all buildings or improvements
on land to 1 per cent of the
amount levied on land.

Second: A bill or amendment
which will give counties zand
school disiricts the right to vote
on the proposition of reducing

their tax on all bulldings or im-
provements an land, Hvestoek or
machinery to 1 per cent on the
amount levied on land.

The Manufacturers’ and Merchants’

F
Taxation League, of New Jersey,
has not been so successful as Pitis-
burg. New Jersey still has the Gen-

eral Property Tax similar to Texas.
Pennsylvania's Constitution and laws
are more hberal. Manufacturing in-
terests in New Jersev are at a die-
advaniage as zg. nst the more liberal
tax laws of Pernsvlvania and New
The State will have to fail
in line or ¢lse lose standing as an
industrial commonwealth.

York.

XUNTER HOTEL

- INTERNATIONALLY KNOWHN -

SAN ANTONID, TEXASR

PERCY TYRRELL, Menager

 NATIONAL BANK

OF SAN ANTONIO

Has the strength to protect you—
Not toe large to know vou—
And at 2ll thmes desiring to ssrve vou—
THEEE ARE FACTORE UPOHN WHICH THIS
INSTITUTION I8

OF COMMERCE

BUILT
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SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

iy is important
Tienty Werg as

facts here in San Antonio
The totals of 1922 as

oy

fet's study some
that vou know them.
follows

Land e 79467 930
Improve: 50776010
Personaliy 49 208 090
Total - LT ARZ 030

City Tax Rate, 2.15%.
Total Clty Revenue, 3,5%58 253
Tf land only were faxed it would h vequired a 4.83% rate on
present assessed values to produce i}n same revenue,

How would the taxes on vour homes? Take for

example a4 mod

Hml 1B ASSERTEM e e
Total

City Tax Rate @
Land Values Tax
Saving

Then take a vacant lot of ke location and valus
.ot ; :
City
Land
Tnereaze .

et

We will now note the assessments of one of our largest industria

CORCLrNng |

[ 3 1 A e B ORLERD
IMProvements . L0890
Personaliy i o 440 580
Total

City Taxes
Land Valunes Taxes
Decrease

¢ does not follow that this concern would retain all or even
any part of this saving. It would retain all that it could but under
the pressure of freer umd tiong a good part might have to be dis-
tributed in better wages o snpiovee*« or lower prices to customers.

San Antonio last vear charged against lmprovements and per
sonal property $2,150800 in faxes. Can vou realize what a reli u
to enterprise 1t would i these two millions and more dollars had
heen taken irom the 1y created land values instead of lubor
values of our people?

s
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THREE RIVAL CITIES

San Antonio, Dallas and Houston, the thres largest cities in the
State, are growing and naturally pressing hard for business, Trade
territory overlaps and success wiil finally rest with the city that hag
the lightest overhead burdens on business,

Taxes are no small factor in this trade game. No one for a
moment would claim that it is the only facter nor the chief one in
trade competition, hut it can prove to be the deciding factor. We
deem this matter mmportant enough to place the 1922 assessments of
these cities before you. We are also noting the pereentage of land
valite assessments of the total.

1922 ASSESSHM ENTS
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Land $ 79447 930
Improvements 50776010
Personalty 48,208 050
total .. FI7U 452 O30
Land 44% of total.
DALLAS, TEXAS

Land .. SR B 153 Y et
Improvements 51219375
Personalty 43,312,750
Total FIRE 193800

FECHISTO N, TEXAS
Land S £100.449 630

Improvements 56,158 260

Personalty 31,774,630
Total e $EE3, 382 520
Land 53% of total.

It will be seen from this that the business men of Houston
have a decided advantage over their chief competitors.  There ig
another striking item in these three city assecsments that deserves
special attention. Fersonal property in Houston totals but 31 mil-
Licns as againgt 49 millions in San Antonio and 65 millions for
Dallas. These tax handicaps are bound to account for muach in the
long run, This comparative statement ig warthy of careful study
by the business men in all of these cities,
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THE SINGLE TAX

WHAT IT I8 AND WHY WE URGE IT

By HENRY GECORGE

T shgll briefiy state the fundamntal principls of what we who advocate
i call the Single Tax,

We propose to abolish all taxes save one single tax levied on the valme
of land, irrespective of the value of the improvements in or om it

What we propose is not a tax on real estate, for real estate includes im-
pravements, Nor is it a tax on Tand, for we would npot tax all land, but only
land having a value irrespective of its improvements, and would tax that is
proportion fo that walwe.

Tur plan invelves the mpositicn of no new fax, since we already fax
fand values in faxing real estate. To carry it out we have only to abolish
all taxes save the tax on real esta¥, and to abolish all of that which now
falizs on bwildings or fmprovements, keaving only that part of it which now
falls on the value of the bare land, increasing that so as to take as neariy as
may be the whele of econcmic rent, or what is sometimes styled the “une
earned increment of fand values”

That the value of the land alone wonld suifice to provide all needed
public revenuves——municipal, county, State, and national—there is no doubt

To show briefly why we urge this change, let me treat (13} of its exped-
tency, and (2) of its Justice.

From the Single Tax we may expect these advantages:

I. It would dispense with a whole ariny of tax gatherers and other
officials which present taxes require, and place in the treasury a much larger
proportion of what is faken from the people, while by making government
simpler and cheaper, it would tend to make it purer. It would get rid of
tzxes which necessarily promote fraud, perjury, hribery, and correption, whick
lead men into temptation, and which tax what the nation can least afford
to spare—honesty and conscience.  Since land lies out=of-doors and canpot
be removed, and is value is the most readily ascertained of all values, the
tax to which we would resort can be collected with the minimum of cost
and ithe least strain on public morals.

2. it would enormously increase the production of wealth--

{a) By the removal of the burdens that now weigh upon industry and
thrift, 1§ we tam houses, there will be fewer and poorer houses; i we faxm
machinery, there wifl be fess machinery; ¥ we tax irade, there will be lese
frade; i we fax capital, there will be less capital; i we tax savings, there
will be less savimgs. All the taxes therefore that we should abelish are these
that repress industry and lessen wealth, But if we tax land values, thers
will be no less iand.

(b} On the contrary, the taxaifon of land values hag the eifect of mak-
ing land more easidly available by industry, sinee it makes 1t move difiiculs
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¥ themselves de not care to use to
Bold #t idie for a large future orice. Wi the abelition of taxes on labor
and the products of labor would free the active element of production, the
saking of land values by taxation wonld iree the passive element by destroy-
Bg speculative Jand values and preventing the holding out of use of land
sweded for use. If any oue will but lock around today and see the unmsed
@5 but balf-used land, the idle labor, the unemployed or poorly employed
sapital, he wilt get some idea of haw enormous would be the production of
wealth were all the forces of prodociion free to engage,

for owners of valuable land whieh they

f¢)  The taxation of the processes and products of Iabor on one hand,
and the insufficient taxation of land values on the other, produce an uitj st
distribution of wealth which is building wp in the hands of a fow, fortunes
Fare monstrous than the world has ever before seen, while the mas:
ur people are steadity hecoming relatively poorer.  These taves

il on the poor more he thy than on the rich; by increasi
ssitate § larger capital n all businesses, and cons ennentiy
Bage io large capitals; and th 3
soecial advantage and monopolties to combinations and irusts,
Band, the insufficient iaxation of Yand values emables men
fortumes by land speculfation and the incremse of ground vajuos
which do not represent any addition by them fo the general
community, bot merely the appropriation by some of what
wthers crestes,

v give, and in some cases are o

This unjust distribution of wealth develops on the one hang a ¢lasy idie
sad wasteful because they are too rich, and on the other band a class idle
and wasteful hecanse they are too peor. It deprives men of capital and
apportunities which would make them more efficient produeers. Tt thus
greatly diminishes production,

tdy  The unjust distribution which is giving us the hundred-foid million-
2ire o the one side and the tramp and pauper on the oiher, generates thieves,
gamblers, and social parasites of all kinds, and reguires large expenditure
of money and energy in watchmen, policemen, eouris, prisons, and other
means of defense and repression. It kindies a greed of gain and a worship
ef wealth, and produces a bitter struggle for existence which fosters drunken-
ueEs, incresses msanity, and canses men whase energies oaght to be devoted
tx honest production to spend their time and strength in cheating and grab-
Bing from each other. Besides the rnoral toss, all this invoives an SNOrInoNs
seonomic loss which the Single Tax would save.

{e} The taxes we wonld abolish fall most heavily on the paorer agri-
galtural districts, and tend to drive population and wealih from them ta the
great cities. The tax we would increase would destroy ihat monopoly of
fand which is the gremi cause of that distribution of populaiion which is
erowding the people too closely together in some places and scattering them
#pr far apart W other places. Families live on top of one another in cities
Because of the enormous speculative prices at which vacant lots are held
Fu the couvntry they are scattered too far apart for social intercourse and
zouvenience, because, instead of each taking what land he can use, every one
wha can grabs all he can g2t in the hope of profiting by its incresse of
wilve, and the next man must pass farther on.  Thus we have scores of
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THE TEST

1 believe, that a tax on land values 15 just and eguitable,
by administered, cannot be shifted and imposes no hardship
ou any one,

I believe, the sooner this is adopied and put into practice
the soomer will we get rid of unemployment, involuniary
poverty, and the crimes and disease that follow in the wake
of these.

I pledge to lend my mfluence and such time as ean be taken
from my daily task to bring about thiz change.

1 Licd e that | will contribute $_ ... a vear, payable
............................................................. This pledge ic stand until the purposc
of the Ieague is accomplished er notice of withdrawal given

Pate e
SEGNED oo e

Street or Rural

Postoffice o

SIMGLETAY LEAGUE OF TEXAS
225 W. Poplar St
San Antonio, Texas

WM. A, BLACEK, Executive Secretary

GEORGE WILLIS
ARCHITECT
Phone Crockett 3866 San Antonio, Texas

TRUE TWENTY YEARS AGO
TRUE TODAY

When Betier Automobiles Are Buile:
BUICK WILL BUILD THEM

BUICK MOTOR COMPANY

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
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W}lat do Ymu Rea&?

Single Tax Review

An International Journal of Singletsy Progress
Edited by Joseph Dana Miller

150 Nassau Street, New Vork Cigy

The Review is supporting a consiructive programime, and
has i1ts own views of the methods of propaganda fo be pursued.
Hut it will give the news of the movement from all parts of
the warld, fally without bias, recognizing that the way that
the individual selects to propagate the doctrine is in all Ikeli-
haod the best way for him.

3%z Pages, Large Form. Published bi-monthly, $1.00 a year.

LAND AND LIBERTY
An English Journal Devoted to SingleTax and
Fundamental Politics
Published by the

nited Committee for the Taxation of Land Values

] 11 Tothiil Street, London S, W. 1
MONTHLY $1.00 & Year

Kirkwood & Wharton

WE ARE WELL EQUIPPED AND UP-TO-DATE
PLUMBING, STEAM AND ELECTRIC CONTRACTORS
231 West Commerce Street Phones: Cr. 641 and Tr. 2585

Eat Lone Star Honey
Texas Honey Producers Ass'n.

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

AR s s e e s r o+
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BINGLETAX LEAGUE OF TEXASB
Oirganized March, 1816

OFFICERS

JOEN W, GAINES, oA TEAGLE,

Chairman Vice-Chairman
City Mational Bank Building Union National Bank Building

San Antonio, Texas Houston, Texas

J. M. PENLANI j. B. LEWRIGHT,

Vice-Chairman Treasurer
Waco Drug: Company 434 Moore Building
Waco, Texas San Antonic, Texas

WM., A BLACK, Executive Secretary
225 West Poplar Street
San Antonio, Texas

Southwestern Jacket Mig. Co.

Manufacturers of

WAITERS JACKETS, APRONS, NAPKINS, TABLE TOPS,
CAPS, DOCTORY AND NURSES GOWNS, ETC.

Phone Crocketr 5895
332 West Commerce Sgreet + Cii s o San Antonio, Texas

RRENNER]
) CLEANING AND DYE WORKS bue
QUALITY — SERVICE

309 East Mueva S_treet Phone Crockett 1372

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

The Largest Kodak Figishers In The World




SAM ANTONIC

A New Fiem but Old af ike Husiness

628 Bntns Vietz Swest

Phone Crockety 2808 San Amtonio, Texas

AMERICAS REAUTIFUL LAUNDEY

Crocketd 3372
FHONER { CUrockett
Crockety 3374

€17 Werth Flores Bireet San Antonio, Teras
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