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The ITnigeity of Jdivilizatlon
et we snhould do unto obhers as we would have them do o us
{530 WS B O
Jo that we should respest the righta of others as we would
heve our own riszhis respected, is not a mers coufgel of per- -

oar.

setion o the individwal, but it is The Taw to which we mus

i
It

Annform our sonisl institubions and nasienal poliay 1 we

would sesure the blessings.%%Eabundance and peace.

wvery intelligent and thougtful person knows that the house-
keening of the ﬁaﬁi@n -- Americads political economy, is
wicked and wasteful. Wever has imerica been so entangled

in the wiles of foes or in such dire need of - friends. She

! might easily excel in achievement bubt America is complacenﬁ -

with its virtueus pretense. There are eight comntries whare

the dsath rate is lower than here and there is no cowntry

¥

where motherhood is such seriecus undertaxing.

Thers are more ofime, nors

muraers and sulecldss in any one of our great clities than in
gome of 1he Eurép@aﬁ countries. Our'jailss prisons and in-
stitublions are like seme frightful oublietis, and our souris
deserve the contempt bestowed upon them. Our newspapers

¥ : maintain a barrage of fictitious news, designed to divert

5 . s
attention frem the truth. In our schools and colleges,
youth is deceived and d€luded and so thoroughly mal-educated

that Tzct material seems too preposterocus thomerit a place

in econarnic discussion.
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on a king in Slam. They oecame guive chummy and the King
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vhere was sege mnentlon M of ite dbeing cold and the trave-

502 MUINSEY BUILDING, WASHINGTON. D. C.

cier told the king that 1t was 8o cold part of the year in
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his country that water became solid and that an alsphant
aould safely walk acrost a river withoul preziing thru its

sn1id surface. Wow ice was something the king had newer

so he concluded, and 10gi3@ily@ that the travelsr had been
naving fun at his expense right along -- and that spelled

o ub le Tor the traveler.

sveryone has, at one time or another, fouﬁd himself in an uneamo.
fortable predicament because he had truth to well, and, 48
everybody knows, therehhave peen times when truth-telling S
was a perilous undertaking. We reitterate at every oppor-
tunity that political economy is the most importeant subject

for studious consideration that confronts the individual,

but Fundamental truth seems to be a liabllity rather then

an asseb in introducing reform suggestions.

Most zood people “know®, just as the King “imew* that what we

rslate sboub existing conditions as a starting poiny for dis-

cussion is the preposterous, wicked, radical effusion of a

rattle-brained mal-content. This is more than a misfortunsa,

it is & tragedy, because zood people who think wrong 10 mors

harm in the housekesoing of the nabion than the kmaves, of
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pechinery, slow and laborlous meitnods
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intarchange of product, B0 th
assume that in this zeneraticn, with

* marvelous inventions, inspired and ztimulated

by eocial contast, directed by the accumulated knowledze

of the mees, all of us ought to have sufficient, most of
us zhundance, the few, phjsically unable to make social
sontribubieon, find themselves well provided for by spon-
taneous, sympathetic and graceful charity, and our prisons
enpty -- a picture existing conditions do not reflech.

1f such & conclusion is reasenable, and it surely is, it
seens wWorth while to discover why mosbt of us are so |
énraasanably poor and a few so unreasenably rich, why in
the midst of plenty, we find the poverty that pinches

and hurts and sll the evils that flow from want and the

Tear of wanb.

A vast majority of us are reasonably honest and unreasonably

gullivle as young people’ #$izt-minded and conservative
by the time we are influential, and it is with such
majority that logical reform must coentend. It is
comparatively easy to assall the knaves of the opposition
and discredit them, bubt it is difficult to enlist good
people in an effort to reform things they have been brousht
up te consider inevitable or right. %e have habits in
wiought, as in other things and it is &ifficult to let
zo of an Old'idea we have flattered with our confidence

7
when conironted with a new one that conflicts with it.
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wan an esononio sonference contemplating slum
elimination, and in ail the falk and discussion and resoiue
there was bub one zlimpse of a radlozal suggestion, --

that is the eliminztion of the causs tqa prodguces the siunm

environment,inte which people are driven by thelr poverty.

s

If we take any one of our social ills and diagnose it aarefully,

thresd our way vaek thru all the intricacies of the social

fanris, we Wlll find that poverty is the largest contributing

&,
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facior, The people that "we® the rich and honorable, “the
snilanthrepic and the sanctimenious are so solicitious
ashoul are the poverty sitricken. That particular *we®
sssumes evil institutions and customs te e a part of
Diving Providencs and cheerfully or tearfully maxég it
’ ' §
, 4
of fuss over ths wregkage. They remind cone of
The nonslderate crockodils ,
That lay on *he bank of the river Nile,
And ne swallowed a fish, with a Tace of woe
dhile his tears flowed Tast as ths river below.

I anm mairn;nw, he said, the unbtimely Tate
Of the dear little flSh T just now ate,

Grfta put it more bluntly and quete Tolstol who said:
~ “The rich and honorable are willing tec do anything

for the poor -- except to get off their backs."

Bational radicals regard injustice everywhere, custom-butiressed
and respected or not, as the work of the devil and have
spunk enough bo assail it. Slum surroundings do not

entice psople. They are driven into slums by monounolistin

prices ¢lsewhere that they are unable to pay and the slum

congestion 1s the result of a co-operative endesvor to exist.




The money we call remt is no% all rent, Part of it Is for
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labor is interest, but that does neot justify cone man in

s e
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te put a house because nature supplied such placeo

Senstor LaFollet recently said that the present depression
with its jobless, homeless peoplée was worse than others
because we no longer haﬁ a franﬁler to absorb surplus

N@g “‘: VM&M Gz

wWw@f coonrred Lo him that

labor.

there was‘land a_plentyﬁand close'bygnat in useithat would

better meet the need.

let any fair-minded persen confroent himself with the preblem

that confrents these slum people. His heme-site is to
be made a park-site. Tax payers money is te bug the

land for ten times‘Wbat it cost the present helder and
next month he must meﬁe, Make this your guestion, Will
y@u-mQVe\int@'a,better heme in a better enviromment?

7ill you meove up a netech or down a notch? HEvery social
distorbance moves the few and the manygrelatively, farther
apart, and with the slum environment gone those who live |

there will, for the most part, find themselves dependent

en charity. “The destruction of the poor is their peverty."
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Februury 15, 1934

My dear ir. Chamberisain:

Irs. Roosevelt asks me to tell you
she is sorry your letter of February 2nd
did not reach her desk until tooc late for
her to listen to your address.

She appfeeiates your thoughtful~
ness in lstting her know sbout it.

Very sineerely yours,
Mt TIakol aors

Secretary to
Mrs. Roosevelt

Mr, J. B. Chamberlain
Post Office Box 4%
Washington, D. C.

giimpse of fundamental truth and radieal suggssiion

The single
in the gathsring a week age yesterday was in the shortest
address of the meeting by Mrs. Roosevelt. She said:

T"?,t

“he aconomic thing which makes low cest housing so diffie
is that nmost pecple wWho owWn property have looked upon land,
not as a regular scurce of inceme, but a8 an investment on
wniah to make a great deal of money. They have exploited
thelir property expecting to get a great deal out of it
more than they put inte it. That situation will have to
change. I feel that it will have %o come about through
publiz eninioen. Heolders of property wheo exploit human
beings must be made to feel that they are bad citizens in

their communities.” _ End of quois

If ghe had sald: "holders of oproperty who &xploeit humsn beinzs
shiould be deprived of thelr legal right to do so*, that
wouia have heen the right answer and the way to seliminate

the slums 18 to make slun holdine wnprofitabie.

nothing finer has been dene thath the President’s birth-day
party contribution te the Warm Springs Foundaition bub
som8thing far better might be dene if the spark of suggestion
in irs. Roosevelt's balk could be fanned inte a flame of

enthusiasm. for economic righieousness.

% is lamentable that we have infantile paralysis te contend
#ithh bub it is more lamentable that we have ten million
hungry, ill-cared for children today and that there will

be hungry children in all the tomorrews until land mononoly

is eliminated -~ and it can be done with 2 stroks of the DET.




ivilized countries, is the only animal in the world

res AnEry and with@ui shelter in the midst of abundsance,

a victim of that inigquity that permits the monopolization
of nig opportunity to builld his own habiltation and support
himgself.

The land of the world helongs to all the people of fThe world
and the land of a state to all the neopls in the gtats., Tt
is common properiy and those permitisd the sxiclusive
Hocupation of any portion of it should pay into s common
fund whatever such pérmpission is reasonabhly worth. That
common Fund should be used to defray the cost of zovermmental
functions and theoretleslly 1t would be exscitly enough to

make btaxation Tor such PUTDoLE Unecessary.

It would insure Lo all men acceess o natural resources and &
tivelihood, conform our oivilization to the inexorabls
cemanis of justise, remove the cause of the wunnatural
ineguality in the disiribution of wealth and power,
aboiish poverty, terminate war -- mors it would do, for
them, with want desiroyed, with gzreed changed fo noeble
passion; with the fraternity that is born of equality
taking the place of the jealousy and fear that now arrays
men against each other; with the mental power loosensd
by conditions that gilve ito the humblest comfort and leisure
who shall measure the heiszht to which our civilization
may s0ar.

surely then, “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard
ghall lie down with the kid, and the cslf, the young lion

and the fatling together -- and a 1ittle child shall lead them.*




