


CAUTION!
5 Unless you can refute its argument, this
book will change you greatly. You'll
never again be the person you were.

The One Issue
Which They Will Not
Debate*
Discuss
nor even
| Mention**

*The late George F. McNoble of Stockton, then president of the Cali-
fornia State Bar Association, once stopped the author on a Stockton street
and, with that chuckle so familiar to his friends, said:

Mr. Beckwith, you have them licked!
They do not answer you;*

They never will answer you!

Tt can’t be done!

**1f forced to mention the matter, they adopt the alibi, “No savvy,” to
protect themselves against the chance that they may be pressed for an
opinion regarding the fruth of these teachings. A common defense is fo
say the subject is “too deep™ for them, or that they cannot make out what
the auvthor is trying to say.

***See next page.

*Dr. Roy 8. McCall, head of the local forum of the Adult Education Department of
the State Board of Education, apologized to the audience in the Woodrow Wilson
School, Aptil 6, 1943, for his inability to get debaters to oppose the author. He said
he thought he had all arrangements made for a panel of four (three to take the
negative), but the three had withdrawn.




Let's Consult the Record of Recent Years

"My, McNoble did not live to see the mountain of evidence
which has been accumulating to support his statement that
they would not face this issue. The following incidents are il-
ustrative: . ] o

On December 16, 1943, Dr. Tully Knoles, president of Stock-
ton’s College of the Paclflc was the speaker at an open forum
in the Stockton YMCA Bulldlng During the question period,
he was asked a guestion by the author. Turning from the au-
thor to the audience and completely ignoring the question, he
sald:

ji ycu accept M. Beckwu:h‘s premzses you must also accept his
conclusions. He has one of the most logical minds I have ever

known; but in this case he has accepted false premises, arrived at
false cenelusions and is living in a dream world.

On May 3, 1943, Dr. Noel J. Breed, pastor of the First Con-
gregational Chureh of Stockton, one of the debaters at an open
forum in the P. G. & E. Building, refused to answer a question
asked by the author, although the question was allowed by the
moderator, Dr. E. S. Betz. Said Dr. Breed:

f would not attempt to answer any gquestion you might ask, Mr.
Beckwith, for no matter how I might answer you would call the
answer wrong and twit me of my ignorance.

On April 6, 1943, Dr. Roy 8. McCall, of the College of the Pa-

cifie, speaking for the Adult Education Department of the Cal-

ifornia State Board of Education, which was sponsoring these

open forums, said concerning his failure to get any one to de-

batg this issue, said to the audience at an open forum in the
Woodrow Wilson School:

I thought I had all arrangements made for a four-mermiber panel

to debate this issue tonight as I promised you; but the three who

were {o take the negative got scared out, 1 guess—at any rate,
they all withdrew. .

ERRATA:

On page eight, the ranking given the five militia officers from Corporai
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They Disagree Regarding the Author

Because men cannot agree regarding the moral law, they do
not agree as to what is moral and what is not and so disagree
regarding matters concerning which they look to moral law
for guidance. This is amusingly illustrated by the contradic-
tions in the following testimony:

Said Dr. Noel Breed of the First Congregational Church in
refusing at an open forum to answer a guestion because it was
asked by the author:

' I would not attermnpt to answer any guestion you might ask, Mr.
Beckwith, for no matter how I might answer you would call the
answer wrong and f{wit me of my ignorance.

Said President Tully Knoles of the College of the Pacific
to Stockton’s Police Judge Breitenbucher, when he and the po-
lice judge and the author chanced to meet on the street:

Mr. Beckwith, here, is the only man I know who thinks he has

all the answers and does not grow sour as he grows old because
we do not accept his teaching.

Then, turning to the author, he added:

I mean that as a compliment, Beckwith; I was impressed with
this the other day when I was reading one of your articles where
you give us out at the college another going over; for there was
nothing personal or offensive in your comment.

Said Dr. McCall, speaking as a representative of the State
Board of Education and as presiding moderator of the open fo-
rum in the Woodrow Wilson Schcol, in closing the session of
March 31, 1943:

I feel sure that you will all agree that in upholding the affirma-

tive, Mr. Beckwith has proved himself a mild-mannered gentle-
man.*

The story of the author’s invitation to speak is interesting.

At a previous forum session, the author made the statement
that he had been unahle to get the College to interest itself in
this matter. Dr. McCall's reply was:

Will you appear Next Tuesday night at the open forum in the
- Woodrow Wilson School and discuss that topic?

His mv1tat10n was accepted, with results chronicled elsewhere in these
pages. The address delivered there by the author on March 31, 1943 has
since been published in a booklet entitled Why? Copies of Why? may be
had, like his other books, for the asking; for the truth they teach are still
so new they these books will not sell yet.

*Was he surprised? What had Dr. MeCall, then a new man in Stockton,
been told? Dr. McCall, as a thorough-going American knows that men
are presumed to be innocent, until proved guilty; so that, until it is proved
that the author is not a gentleman possessed of proper manners for such
an. occasion, it is to be presumed that he is. What, then, had Dr. McCall
the authors proper conduct? How far has this smearing in an under-
ground attack upon a2 man whos teachings no man dare nol attack?




Subject Ignored in Spite of “Unusual Interest”

On the night of April 6, 1943, after giving two consecutive
nights to this subject, Dr. McCall undoubtedly felt it necessary
to change the subject, at least for a time. He said:

' You have shown unusual interest in the subject of this diseus-
sion, but it iz obviously impossible for the forum to limit ifs dis-
cussions to this one subject; will you suggest some other subject
for the next session?

In view of this testimony given by Dr. McCall affer seeing
two consequent sessions of his open forums devoted to this sub-
jeet, it is interesting to note how perfectly those resgonsable
for Stockton’s publicity co-operate in ignoring this subject and
in preventing it from getting any notice, either printed or vo-
cal, which might encourage people to take enough interest In
this matter to investigate it.

Financial Assistance Is Neceszary

Columbus could not have sold his book, if he had had one.

People would have protested that any fool knows the world
is tflat and it would be foolish to spend money for a book tell-
ing thenz-it is round. '

So it is in this matter! Peaple “just know” that crooked poli-
tics and war are caused by the selfishness of men and that it
is foolish to talk of ending these evils till men first acquire a
higher sense of community loyalty and learn to live together
harmonously. For that reason it is impossible to sell books
like this and others by this author all of which teach that since
men are gregarious, they are instinetively social, cooperative
and loyal to their community; and that crooked politics and
war are social short circuits which can be eagily prevented by
obedience to certain natural laws of economics, just as short
circuits in electricity are prevented by obedience fo certain
natural laws of physics.

For this reason, these books must be given away; and for
the same reason, it is not possible to build up a large circula-
tion for The Forum by selling subscriplions. A chdrge must
be made for The Forum in order to get postoffice delivery, for
the postoffice will not recognize subscriptions unless some one
pays for them. :

The author devotes all his time and his entire affention to
maintenance of a newspaper {(now in its 25th year}, which can-
not be self-supporting and to the further task of printing and
distributing books that will ont sell and to broadcasting, which
he knows will not finance itself.. And he has no income of any
sort, independent of this activity.

The Forum owns its own plant—a complete plant.

It has an Intertype, a 12 x 18 automatic Craftsman, a Baum
folder and a Campbell newspaper press—all paid for.
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There Are Three Way to Help

There are three ways you can help win your economic free-
dom and end crocked politics and war by heilping The Forum:

You can take a subscription for yourself and subscribe for
as many of your friends, employes and business associates and
for as many libraries as you can; or— ' :

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Crittenden & Crittenden
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW
203-204 Pirst Nationa] Bank Building

If you are in one of the pro- CHIROPRACTORS

fcssions, you can carry a card :
: i DR. C. E. BRAMWELL
like this. g~ Palmer School- Graduate

Neurcocalometer Service — Phone 2-4431
601-2-8 California Building

DR. C. A. RAUSCH
Office Phone 2-4516 Res. Phone 2-8605

Hours 9-12, 2-5, 6:30-7:30
425-428 First National Bank Building

If you are in business, you
carry a card like this one at
right. Bas~

This card has been longest in
The Forum and now heads the
line; but others like it are car-
ried by the larger and more
progressive concerns in Stockton. Among those carrying commercial cards
are (in order 'of their priority) Breuner’s, Stockton Savings and Loan
Bank, David Levinson, M. Corren & Sons, The Sterling; DeYoung Memo-
rial Chapel; Donovan’s Smart Shop, Katten & Marengo, Smith & Lang,
Ed Potis, Pacific Gas and Electric Co., Gaia-DeLucchi, Peffer, Burnham
Bros., Kuechler’s, Bravo & McKeegan, The Roxy Theater, Threlfall Bros.

Commercial and Professional spaces are sold; but no prices are quoted
here lest some overly strict bureaucrat in th epostoffice at Washington
rule that this is advertising. It is, instead, an appeal for help in financ-
ing the economic liberation of the worlid and ihe ending of crooked poli-
tics and war, ’

901 North Yosemite Phone 2-5143

Or you can enlist in the Book

JOHN BATTISTINI and Radio Militia in support of

Stockton, California, $5.00 per mnonth

. this campaign to show people

Wm. E. HOEFLI how to solve our pressing so-

St. Louis, Mo.. $6 sermi snmnalt.

- - .cial problems by resort to nat-
J. H. WISE ural law.

Fresno, Californiz, $1 per month N -
- Cards like this signify enlist-
3. Y‘EHE P;EAR?ON. M. D.h ment in the B. R. Militia. The
orfolk, England, 5 per Mon! enrollee sets the price himself,
MARVIN MORRIS These samples show the geo-

Rochester, N. V.. $50 per year | graphical range of the militia.




Financial Assistance Necessary

- What The Forum teaches is that we need not fight human

nature; that we can, instead, use it as it is—just as we nuse
steam and electricity. Think of the chea» power now going to
waste, if it is true as The Forum teazhes that we con enlist
Greed and Ambiticn oand get them (in crder io gralify their
own whims) to police the world and o keep order for us!

" Remember that, when we explain the social ills we suffer (as
we do explain these ills) by blaming them on the misconduct
other men, we waste in fault-finding time which would better
be given to studying our praoblems. The result is we not only
fail to solve our problems, but we grow suspicious and bitter.

The Forum is a peacemﬂker:'because it turns the attention
of its readers away from the faults of men to the task in hand.

Why not investigate this matter? Stockton people should in-
sist that this be done; for Stockton is the world center of this
new teaching, upon which all public attacks have ceased here.
It is impossible, here,-to get any one to oppose it in debate.

The least you can do is to look into this matter and so find
out whether or not there are laws in nature which are to so-
ciety what the laws of physiology are to the body, what the
laws of botany are to a tree and those of physics to an engine.

If The Forum is right, then the City of Stockion can be the
most famous city of all time,

-But if Stockton is to profit from its favorable position in this
matter, The Forum must have more help. Af present, The Fo-
rum is spending $150 per month broadcasting this truth, with-
out any hope that the broadcating will finance itself; for this
idea is still too new to sell.

Do you carry a card in The Forum? Do you even subscribe
to The Forum? Can you give visitors here an intelligent expla-
nation of what it is which will (if it continues to stand up un-
der investigation), make this the most famous city of all time?

~ Why not help spread this message by book and radio and so
find out if any one, anywhere else, con refute this teaching—
why not enlist now in the Book and Radio Militia? Everyone
contributing as much as $5 per year gets The Forum and the
rank of a private. Those who contribute more get proportion-
ately higher rank, as follows:

$10 per year, Private First Class. $25 per year, Sergeant.

$2 per month, Corporal. $50 per year, Technical Sergeant
$3 per month, Staff Sergeant. $125 per year, Second Lieutenant
$4 per month, Technical Sergeant $150 per year, First Lieutenant.
$5 per month, Master Sergeant.  $180 per year, Captain,

$7.50 per month, Warrant Officer, $240 per year, Major.

$10 per month, 2nd. Lieutenant. $300 per year, Lt, Colorel

$12.50 per month, Ist. Lieutenant  $400 per year, Colonel.

$15 per month, Captain. $500 per year, Brig. General.

$20 per montk, Major $600 per year, Major General.
$25 per month, Lf, Colonel $750 per year, Lt. General

%12 per year, Corporal $1,000 (or more) 5-star General.
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How to Increase Our Buying Power

You may not know where the leak is; but you know tk}at you
always have less cash on hand than you should, conmdprmg
the time, effort and money you have put into your business;
and you kniow you often lose opportunities because you are so
short in buying power. : ‘

You may not know what is wrong; but the fact that honest.
hard-working, frugal people are among those who reach ola
age without a competence convinces you that the fault lies in
the distribution of our product.

You know that, to get wages or interest, one must make a
corresponding investments in labor or capital-—and that we
must make these investments to suit those with whom we deal.

However, to get rent (meaning what is often called ground-
rent) all one need do is to get out of the way and let others
work; and, naturally, the title-holder wants rent up and taxes
on land titles down—that he may keep more of the rent.

To get rent up, he must get us to invest money (either tax
funds, or our private funds) in ways that raise his rent.

It is to his interest to have the government spend money
lavishly—providing his land titles are not taxed.

To keep his title taxes down, he shifts the tax load from land
titles to our cost of living, by means of sales taxes (including
the gasoline tax), by means of road tolls, bridge tolls; munici-
pal ownership or other self-liguidating projects, or by means of
fees charged in public offices to make them self-supporting.

If the rent were claimed by the public and collected instead
of taxes, we would have in our private pockets our wages and
interest (undiminished by taxation} and would have our rent
in our public pocket—that is, in the public treasury.

Then we would have the full value of our entire product and
all of us togethér could buy it all and pay cash for it.

Then, providing we produced things the people want, every-
thing produced would be sold promptly, for cash.

Then there would be no unsold surplus.

Then business would be always good.

Then collections would be always good.

Then everyone would be making money.

Then there would be no inveluntary unemployment.

Then people who would work, could finance themselves,

Then people could save for their old age. ,

Then there would be few, if any who would need relief.

Then there would be no public clamor for old-age pensions.

Nor any neegd for a social security, or unemployment insur-
ance deductions from paychecks.

Then men would be too busy to talk about their neighbors—
and there wouldn’t be much to complain of, anyway.

And, as men could get only wages and interest, they would
be selfishly eager to be good neighbors and helpful citizens.




Who Farns the Rent?

7 Wh(_) earns the rent—certainly rent, Iikeréther products, be-
longs to the producer! Who produces the rent?

~ Holders of title to land claim it, because they hold the title
to the land; but holding title to land is not a productive act-—
if it be an act. Certainly no wealth is produced that way!

- All the title-holder does to get his rent is to hold his title
and to get out of the way, so others may support him. -
What he gets has to be produced by others.

True, he paid for his title; but the value of a land title is de-
termined by the amount of the rent which the title-holder can
keep for himself--not by the productivity of the land; and he
is powerless to fix either the rent or the title taxes.

His rent is detérmined by the value to the tenant of the ad-
vantages available to -him at that particular site.

The_ rent is the market value of these advantages—that is,
what it costs the people around and about. everything counted,
to provide and maintain those advantages.

And, everything counted, it most certainly costs the public to
provide and maintain these advantages as much as they bring
‘in"the market. which means that, if a proper amount is allowed
as wages dnd interest on the investments of labor and capital
which the public has made on other sites around and about,
far qnd near, to provide and maintain these advantages, the
;public must have all the rent to break even.

- Otherwise, it loses money on the sale of its pmdﬂct%that is,
.on the sale of the advantages it provides and maintains.

. This means that, if the taxes on the title are less than the
rent; so t}aat the title-holder profits by the mere holding of the
title, he is profiting at the expense of the public, which pro-
vides and maintains the advantages available at that site. )

Certainly rent is not paid for land, or the use of land, for it
has no fixed relation to the area, quality er productiveness of
the Iand, nor to the investment value of the land title; and
rent rises and falls without any regard to changes (or lack of
change) in the land; and it is not interest on the investment in
the purchase of the land title, for it rise and falls without any
{'egard gither to the amount of thig investment, or the rate of
interest. Instead, it changes with the changes in the invest-

~ment of labor and capital nupon other sites, far and near.

This clearly proves that rent is the wages and interest due

~the public upon its investments of labor and capital made upon

other gites by reason of which the right to occupy any site has
-a marketable value. . _

B
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Who Gets the Money?

We know this: That we have three bills to pay:

1. The wage bill, which includes the so-called “wages of
superintendence,” for supervision is, after all, labor—a
high-class labor which is performed by trained men.

2. The interest bill, which includes the cost of providing
capital in the form of shelter, furnishings, equipment,
merchandise and liquid funds. _

3. The rent bill, which covers the cost of the community ad-
vantages (such as schools, theaters, churches, and other
things) which attract people and business here and also
covers the cost of other advantages (such as railways,
docks, highways and other things) which save us time
and money in handling the business we get. '

Socialists and Communists and other Marxist groups com-
plain that interest is unjust; but good business men agree that
those who supply the money on which business is done are en-
titled to interest. . . . o

It is admitted that the product belongs to the producer—that

is, that the laborer is worthy his hire. Among business men

it is recognized that employes should be paid; and good busi-
ness men invariably favor good wages, for when wages are
good business is good. : :

While there is some complaint that the wages and interest
returns are too small, still it is true and every one ggrees that
these two bills must be puaid and, as a rule and in the main.
both of these bills are paid.

I{ the people who do the work for which we pay wages had
for themselves what is paid them; if those who put up buildings
and provide furnishings and equipment and the merchandise
represented by the interest we pay them had that for them-
selves; and if the public which provides the community ad-

vantages for which we pay remt had that rent, our buying

power would be 100%. .
We know that these three bills are paid; but we know, also,
that the producers have not the buying power fo buy back
their product. That should not be! Why this lack of buying
power? What becomes of the money we pay on these bills?
It is to answer these questions that this book is written.

Definitions:

Labor: Any human effort, regardless of the purpose or the result.

Wages: Any return froin an investment of labor.

Weali_é:sz Any natural product modified by Labor o better meet men’s
needs.

Interesi: Any return from an investment of capital.

Capital: Any wealth which is devoted to the enrichment of the owner.

Natural Law: That phenomenon in nature by virtue of which™like
causes always produce like effects.




Don't Be a Wiich-hunter!

There are two opposing theories regarding our social prob-
lems: '

1. The theory generally held is that these arise bcause of
the selfishness of men and their indifference to the wel-
fare of others. ) N

9. The theory set forth in these pages is that the ills we
suffer in the social field (such as crooked politics and
war) result just as short circuits in an electric system
do—+that is, from our failure to chserve some require-
ment of natural law; and that the social conditions of
which we complain can be corrected by resort to natural
law without bothering to improve the morals of mankind,
just as we correct short circuits by resort to natural law
without bothering to improve men’s morals.

‘These two theories lead men in exactly opposite directions
and result in opposite social results.

1. Those who hold fo Theory No. 1, which is the theory
held {and taught) in our churches and schools apd by
those who hold positions of power and influence® In the
government, do so because they do not undeystand that
this is a problem in natural law. Having their attention
diverted from the problem to the faults of those whom
they think are responsible for their difficulties, they not
only fail to study their problem as they should, but be-
come critical and suspicious and turn to witch-hunting.

2. Those who do see that this is a problem in na’gural law
center their attention upon the problem; and, since they
do not associate their difficulties with the conduct of
other men, they can be completely impersonal.

Theory No. 1 incites suspicion and strife; theory No. 2. pro-
motes harmony, co-operation and progress. .

1. That, to be worth having, freedom must be exercisable
in the field of our personal relations.

2, That, if men are not to “run wild,” each man must be
held to account for his use of that freedom:.

3. That, if justice is done, the law by which men are to be
judged for their use of freedom must not be a rigid law
like natural law, but flexible enough to take into account
the differences in men. The moral law is such a law.

4. That, since men are imperfect, we must expect that some
will misuse their freedom. )

5. That, therefore, if society is not to be disturbed by this
misuse of our personal freedom, all matters vital to ail

of us must be controlled (as are the tides) by depend-

gble natural Iow, with which neither men nor govern-
have any conirol. '

“Whether or not this is their purpose, this misleads critics by divert-
ing attention to irrelevant matters, thus protecting the Machine.

i
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Nature Never Compromises

When you are déaling with Nature, she never meets you half
way! In working problems in mathematics, vou must go all the
way, Nature never lets yvou off with an unfinished solution.

It is the same in physics, in cheémistry and in every realm of
nature.

In dealing with natural law, men must go all the way! Na-
ture never compromises. _

You cannot deal with Mother Nature by promising to go
along with her part way. You must go a1l the way through, or

~ she will not deal with vou.

_ Those readers, if any there be, who agree with these teach-
ings up toa certain point, but balk at geing all the way should
drop out now for this book deals with a science as exact as any
science; and the laws of this science, like the laws of physics
and chemistry must be accepted in their entirety—men can-

rot bargain with natural law! Nature demands complete obe-

dience. :

Those readers; if any there be, who think that too much is
claimed in this Book for the natural laws of the social field
should remember how we look back upon the men of that day
who thought Columbus, Harvey, Franklin, Whitney, Fulton,
Morse, Bell; Field, McCormick, Edison, Ford, the Wright Bros.,
Marceni and numerous others.claimed too much for the natural
laws with which they were working; they should remember
how we look back today upon the critics who thought that
Billy Mitchell claimed too much for the military airplane.

. Buch readers, if any there be, should think twice before say-

.ﬂing that too much is claimed in this bock for the natural laws

of the social field—and then, instead of offering that criticism,
they should study this matter more carefully. .
~ You cannot’ stop half way in this matter; for here, as in
Jumping off a ¢liff, once you start you must. go all the way!
You must reject everything in this book, or accept all of it.

_ Definitions: | . o o
Labor: Any human effort, regardless of the purpose or the result.
Wages: Any return from an investment of labor. - ) .
‘Wealth: - Any hatural product modified by Labor to better meét men’s

needs. - A . ) o
Interesi: Any return from an investment of capital, - Lo
Capital: Any wealth which is devoted to the enrichment of the owner.
Natural Law: That phenomeénon in nature by virtue of which like

‘causes always produce like effects. S
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The Same You Were Before Reading This Book!
The Chances Are You Will Never Again Be

Persons who are widely read and who try to keep abreast
of the fimes have testified that the teaching of this book are
new to them-—that they know of nothing clse which is even
approximately like if. o S

Sometimes people sayv it ig “too deep” for them; but people
who say that are not fair o themselves. There i nothing in
these teachings that is any harder than it would be fo turn to
the left in tratfic-—and the only thing in that which iz havd for
us is the requirved break with a life-long habit of turning righi

The acceptance of the teaching of this book will require one
to break the 1He-long habit of blaming the socidl s we sufisy
upon the misconduct of men—other men, of coursel. : :

But once one realizes that the popular belief that social con-
ditions are man-controlled requires one to believe that upi-
versal rules nature hoave been reversed in the mase of mem,
one begins to see that this popular belief cannot be eorrect.

For example: In all matters relating fo all other creatures
evsry maiier vital to the species is conirolled by natural law;
no case is known in which any matier vitel o a speciss is stb-
ject to the control of members of that: species. FE

Furthermore, it is agreed by all students that man isia gre-
garious creature; how, then. ronld he have anti-soeial, or anti-
- gregaricus instinets which threaten the survival of his specins?

And further. a study of this matior scom convinces one that
society could hove no stubilily, uniess socicl conditions were
conivolled (as the tides are} by desendable natural lows over
which neither men ner governments have any control
tricity. ‘ ‘ B

Once that is seen, it is seen that the fanits of men have no
more to do with social problems than they have to do with the
tides; and, form that on, men begin to abandon their witch-
hunting aad to devote themselves o studying the notural laws
of the soricl field as they would study physics or chemistry.

Once this is realized; men gee that there is no reason (so far
as society is concerned) for us to interest ourselveg either in
the conduct or the character of men; ond that the only matlter
of imporiance is that we know enough about the natural laws
of the soria! field to use socigl forves as we use steam and elec-
- Then the problems of social security, honest politics, demo-
cratic government, race relations and world peace become to
one as impersonal as @ problem in arithmetic, P

‘Then, with all personal feeling eliminated, men think clearly

. and:make real progress in the solution of these problems.

Not only do.men cease then to be fault-finders and witch-
. hunters, but they becorne fascinated with the natural wonders

 of the social field as they had been fascinated by the natural

wonders of botany, zoology, chemistry, ete, . -

— i

Remember the Frog Who Kept Kicking!.

Some people are guitiers! They say the problem under dis-
cussion here is 100 big, that these evils have become oo deeply
entrenched, that there is no use trying to solve them, that they
are resigned to-mdke the best of things as they are and are
not going to trouble themselves about the maltier.

Such people forget that in the field of natural law men are
not required to furnish the power-—natural law does the work!

All men have to do is to be alert! )

Sometimes-men give evidence of a fear of “getting in had”
with the powers that be. But there is always some one with
whom one may talk frankly and freely. And, in other company,
one cin ask. questions. Llen are not shot in this country for
asking questions—not.yet! :

One can safely quote:a proposition and ask his companion to

say-whether or not he thinks ii iy true. ¥or example, he can

safely ask whether it is true, as explained in Leaflet No. 1, that
what we call land value is really a public debt on which we are
taxed to pay interest. e

One -question they can ask is the 364 question referred to
above. After stating the. question, they can ask what the an-
swer is—and why. ' : .

And always one should remember the frog. Two frogs found
themselves in a can of cream. Onpe was 4 quitter; at the end of
the run when the can was opened at the creamery, they found
him belty up—he had given up. The other had kept kicking
till he churned a patty .of butter big encugh to support him.

_ He was riding that patty of Butter, calmly, safely and comfort-
ably, _ , tt e £ 43 | )

‘The Three :Fiél‘ds" of Human Interest

1. The field controiled by natural law, in ‘which men and governments
are powerless.—except 10 study Nature's plan. e
9: The field of personal interests, where it would be undemocratie for
a govermmment to inferfere, even by the democratic Method.’
3. The comparatively small ficid in which lie those of our interests
whiich aré not in Field 1 or Field 2. Thig is the only field in. which
i any government has-any business to interfere. ) - ‘
Sinee many of the interests of Field -3, would naturally be turned over
to_specializts, there is really very little for any’ government to do in a
“country where tlie people are wise enciigh to accept edononiics a5 a science
a5 ‘exact as auy sciefice. S i T ST
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To survive, anyv creature {even man) must adapt itgelf
to its environment. . o t

No creature {not even man) can adapt itselif to chaos.

Henee, if man is to survive, hig environment must be as-
gsembled according to'an understandable pattern and con-
trolled by dependable laws, so that like couses always
produce like results. '

. Men is distinguished from other creatures by the com-

plexity of his social life.

. Unless what we call civilization survives, man cannot be

said to have surviyved. _
Our social system has survived long enough to prove the
existence of natural laws in the social field. (See No, b3

. To be worthk having freedom of the will must be exercis-

able in the field of man’s personal interests, :

. But, if one man’s freedom is not to be jopardized by the .

Wilfu!lnes_s {)f other men, the freedom of the individusal
must be limited to the field of man’s personal inferests.

. Likewige, if society is to have any stability, its interests

(meaning the interests which are vital to all men} must
be controlled by laws beyond the reach of meddling men.
Thi_s_ d}lal system of control (See Nos. 7, 8 and 9.), by
which individual mafiers are managed by the individual
and matters vital to all are controlled by natural law is
known to exist in every field which we have studied.
No exceptions to Nature's rules have ever been found.
In the absence of proof to the contrary, we must believe
that this system holds in the social field, also. :
Our interesis are of three types: o
a. Such as our interests in the tides—vital to all men.
b. Interests such as our love interest—strictly private,
c. All other interests—vital neither to us nor society.
Government cannot meddle with Class A interests; and
should not meddle with Class B interests and are, there-
fore limited to Class C interests. o
The problem of government i3, therefore, much simpler
than we have supposed. : '
What is even more important, we find by this analysis
that is is possible to have the same exactitude and the
same stability in social matters that we have in physics
or chemistry, or any of the other sciences. '

We must abandon the philosophy and the attitude of the

~witeh-hunter and adopt those of the scientist.

ane_we do this we can use the natural forces of the so-
cial field as we do those of the material field, and ean be
as impersonal in dealing with social problems as we are
in deah_ng with problems in mathematies; then harmony
and efficient cooperation will be as natural as breathing.

B T
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Rent (often miscalled “ground rent”) does not rise and fall
with changes in the land for which it is said to be paid; but
with changes in the investments of labor and capital which add
to the attractiveness of the community. Rent is the wages and
interest due those who make investments of labor and capital
which add to the security, convenience or pleasure of those
who pay rent. k

Naturally, if titie-holders are permitted to believe that rent
is paid for “their land” and belongs to them, they favor those
policies which tend to raise rent where they do the collecting
and which shift the tax load from land titles to business.

Shifting taxes from land titles is called relieving real estate.
A few years ago, the county property roll stood as follows:

Assessments on land titles totaled. ... e $60,000.000
Assessments on Improvements and Personal Property........ 40,000,000

. $100,000,000

At that time a county expense of $100 was paid as foliows:
By levying taxes upon land titles amounting to.-.. $60.00
By taxing Improvements and Personal rroperty. o e “4UL0
. . $100.00

Then, to “relieve real estate,” assessments were juggled:

Assessments on land titles were arbifrarily cut to. $42,000,000
Assessments on Enterprise remained as before .. 40,000,000
$82,000,000

Lowering the tax base from $100,000,000 to $22.000,000 raised
the tax rate for all, of course; but assessments on lund titles
had been reduced, so title-holders profited. Now, when $100 is
spent by the County, the tax load is divided as follows:

By taxing land titles . .. - e $51.22
By taxing Improvements and Personal Property..

Of every $10Q of county expense, $8.78 has been shifted from
land titles to improvements and personal property.

This shift of $8.78 of each $100 of county expense from the
tax burden on land titles to the burden on Enterprise shifts to
our cost of living $5i6 of an annual salary of $5,000 by saving
that much for those who get their money by getting out of our
way. This has raised the taxes on people who have to earn
the money with which they pay taxes. Now, instead of paying
a tax of $100, the following concerns must pay as follows:

Stockton Daily Record ... . . 113.94
Poultry Preducers of Central California 114.56
¥l Dorado Brewing Co. .....: e 117702
California Red Cedar Products ... . . - 11912
Richmond-Chase Canning Company ..o —ormmm—m—— 119.25

Fibreboard Products, Inc e 12126

: Leaflet No. §)
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“Land Value” a Debt

Frinted for free distribution. Financed by public subscription

The act of holding title to land (if that be an act?) produces
no weatlh, Anything got that way must, of necessity, be pro-
duced by others who are thereby deprived of their product.

“Land value” is not the value of land, but of the title-holders’
privilege of taxing us for their private profit.

Suppose that responsible men, after careful investi-

gaticn rent a vacant corner for a vearly rent of . 3L07G
~ Suppose the taxes on the lot title are . 280
The title-holder would have left after paying taxes 720

Tf he wants 6 per cent for money, the lowest price
he can afford to take for the title to that lot is the sum
which, at 6 per cent, will yield $720. That fixes the

market value of the title to that lotat = . . $12,000
The tenant pays 51.000 for the advantages of the location.
It costs the public to provide those advantages .. $1.007
Yet «ll the public gets for thai sexviceis . 283
Each year the public services that lotitloses . 720

It costs the public (in taxes) $720 each vear to bulance iis
books. This $720 paid in taxes would pay intersst on $12.000 in
6% bonds, had the people bonded themselves by such an issue.

The conclusion is inescapable! Every dollar of “land value”
is a dollar of public debt en which the people must be taxed
to pay interest.

If the total “land value” of the city is $100.000.000

The taxes paid in that city for the enrichment of
those who hold title to the land there will at leust
six per cent on thaf emount, or : 6.000.000

‘This means that a man could afford to pay $100,000,000 for
the privilege of collecting the rent* of that city.

For proof of this, bear in mind the following faects:

. Rent is paid for the advantages of the location.

The people pay the cost of providing these advantages.

Title-holders sell these advantages at the market vaiuve.

The money th2y hold out ($720 in this case) is los* to

the public which finances the advantages.

To balance its books, the public must tax itself.

. The taxes paid must be (at least) as much as that loss.

. Therefore the taxes must equal the net rent, whi:h 1n
its turn equals the interest on the “land value.” Q. E. D.

N ppeNa

*Here the word rent is used as. scientists in this field use it.
. By rent they mean what some call ground-rent and what
some others call the economic rent.

{Leatlet No. 2)

Printed for free distribution. Financéd by public subscription

|

e e

Printed for Free Distribuion. Financed by Public. Subscription,

A good business man will gladly itemize any bill he renders.

He believes the customer is entitled to know what he is be-
ing charged and for what. And he knows that refusal to item-
ize the bill would expose him to suspicion that he is dishonest.

Do you know what yvour landlord is charging you for; and
what he is charging for each item?

Why not ask him to itemize your rental bill?

He has probably never been asked to itemize a rental bill
and may be not only surprised, but puzzled to know how to do
it. Be ready to assist him, by having with you the statement
you desire—all made out, except for the figures. Ask him to
fill in the figures, assuring him that approximate figures will
suffice, if the exact figures are not obtainable.

Here is the statement you should ask him to fill in:
For use of building :

For use of furnishings and equipment.._w_;: '$,,.-_-...,,_
For janitor and other service
Total (wages and interest) . . $
Charge for advantages made available by— :
The City and by the peopie of the city . % .. .

The County and the people of the county_ .
The State and the people of the state
The peoples and governments of foreign lands .
The United States and the people of the U. S

You should ask for an itemized bill whenever your rental is
raised. Each time, if no changes have been made in the build-
ing or furnishings, fill in these items by copying these figures
from the old bill. If changes have been made, get new figures.

When the tenant is reguired to maintain the building, there
is no reason for increasing the charge for the use of the build-
ing—no matter how much business may inerease. The same
rule applies to the charge for furnishings and equipment, when
these items are unchanged..

Changes in rentals are, therefore, justified only when there
are changes in the amount or quality of the community service
made available to the tenant by reason of investments of labo
or capital on other sites, around and about far and near.

But this service is not provinded by the landlord! Indeed, he
does not charge you for that; you pay for that when you get it
from the grocer, the bus company and others you patronize.

What your landlord charges you for is the opportunity to
patronize these dealers—thet is, for the privilege of living
where this service may had.

(Leaflet No. 3)
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For the first thirty-four years of the leng existence of the
Kuechler Jewelry Store. at the northwest corner of the inter-
section of Main and California streets in Stockton, the store
was-owned by the Kuechler family.

At first, their monthly rental was $125: when they sold the
store and the name “Kuechler,” they were paying $500.

"It was the same building it was thirty-four years before.
. Let us suppose, for the purposes of this argument, that the
original rental was divided as follows:

Interest on the investmient in that part of the building $ 75
Advantages of the location—meaning the community service
available to the Kuechler Jewelry Company oo $1gg

In that case, the final rental would be divided as fqllows:
Interest on same imvestment in same portion of same build-

ing, which the landlord had not changed in any way - .. $ 15
Community service then available o the Kuechler Company .. $§%{5}

It was the judgment of the rental market that in this period
of thirty-four years the value of the community service avail-
able to the Kuechler Company had increased 850 per cent.

To whom did that $425 belong?

That $425 could not be for the land; for it had not changed;
nor could it be interest on the investment in the tille to the
land, for that was still held by the same title-holder——and that
investment had not changed. The increase from $350 to $425 is
accounted for by the ¢hanges in the community-—that is, in the
guantity and the quality of the community service available.

The inerease of $375 a month was in the wages and interest
due the public on its increased invesiments of labor and capital
on other sites around and about. far and neas.

Millions had been put into the new port, into new highways,
streets, parks, schools, the College of the Pacific and the State
Junior College: into new theaters and into stores and new mer-
chandise, and into factories and shops, etc. For one thing, the
Record had put $108,000 into a press to better serve the city.

Labor beyond calculation has been invested here in civie,
political, educational and religious offorts to better this com-
munity. The Y. M. C. A., the Y. W.C. A., the Chamber of Com-
merce, the Red Cross, the Community Chest, the P.T.A., the
Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts and the Sea Scouts and others have
all'helped. As a result, Stockton is a better city and Kuechler's
rental has advanced from $125 per month to $560 per month.

{{.eaflet No. 4.)
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Analysis of human interests reveals the following facts:

1. These interests are of three kinds:

a. Interests such as our interest in the law of the lever
and in the tides and the affinities of chemicals and
other things which are controlled by natural law
over which neither men nor governments have the
slightest control.

b. Interests such as our interest in our choice of food,
our piace of residence, our occupation, and our
choice of friends; all of which are purely personal.

c. Interests in such matters as the location of the cap-
tal, the county seat, our parks schools; and in other
matters which are not vital either to individuals or
to society. }

2. Interests of the first class are vital to all men; and we
know of no matter which is vital to all men which is not
controlled by natural Iaw.

3. Interests of Class 2 are of great importance to individu-
als but of little or no importance to society. Among free
men, all such interests are decided by the persons in-
volved. .

4. Interests of Class 3, lie outside Fields No. 1 and No. 2.
They are of more or less interest to some individuals, but
of liftle or no interest to society. We all survive no mat-
ter these matters are decided. ' ‘

5. It is a waste of time for men to vote on issues of Class
No. 1; for neither men nor governments have power to
conirol these matters. C

6. It is a violation of demoeratic principles for us to even
vote on issues arising in Field No. 2; for only the persons
invoived have a right to a voice in such matters.

7. ‘This narrows the fieid of governmeni to matters lying
outside Fields No. I and No. 2. '

8. This shows that the probiem of governiment is & much
simpler problem than men have supposed.

Definitions:

i.abor: Any human effort, regardless of the purpose or the result,

Wages: Any return from an investment of labor.

Wealth: Any natural product modified by Labor to better meet men’s
needs.

Interest: Any return from an investment of capital.

Capital: Any wealth which is devoted to the enrichment of the owher.

Kajural Law: That phencomenon in nature by virtue of which like
causes always produce like effecis.

(Leaflet No. §§.)
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151, Since moral issues are passed upon by the conscience,
and since the conscience occupies the secret citadel of the soul,
the processes by which a moral judgment is arrived at cannot
be observed by the public.

162. Because of this secrecy and the differences in their per-
sonality, background, education and training, it is impossible
for men to agree upon moral issues.

", 163. In physics and chemistry and in the sciences we have

" standards in nature (outside ourselves}, accepted the world

over, whereby we can check and correct opinions arising in
those fields.

164. There, men can know which opinion is correct and
which opinions are incorrect. (See Nos. 73-75.)

165. There, men can cooperate harmoniously and effectively.
166. This is not true of opinions on morality. (See 161, 162.)

199. Having no accepted standards to guide him in this field,
man has been almost as busy revising his plans as he has been
trying to get them adopted. :

- 200. In their eagerness to understand what they see, men
who can do no better guess—that is, they assume that the ex-
planation they seek is this, or it is that.

201. Naturally, their assumptions are influenced by _th_eir
own differing backgrounds, the differences in their training
and in their habits of thought.

202. Being many men of many minds, they have many con-

{licting theories regarding the cause and the cure of the social

conditions of which they complain.

203. Because men think social issues are moral issues and
because they cannot agree as to what is moral and immoro.,
they cannot agree regarding social policies. (See 201.)

204. Throughout all time, men have persisted in building
social structures upon this insecure foundation; and the his-
tory of the race shows that these structures have always been
unstable, (See Nos. 66-71.) :

—From The Proof, by L. D. Beckwith

(Leaflet No. 3§.)
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Te men who founded this Republic believed they had set up
in this New World a government under which men could be
really free. . :

To protect the rights of the people, they built a great W_all
{the Constitution) enclosing the country and excluding 1;he
tyranny in all its forms.

They thought they had excluded exploitation, and guaran-
teed freedom of speech, freedom of assembly, freedom of wor-
ship, freedom of the press, freedom of the ballot and freedom
of opportunity.

" They thought that here, surely, the producer (and not an-
other) would enjoy the wealth he produced.

But they found that they must provide funds for the finane-
ing of the government they had set up; but they knew no way
of doing that, except by taxation! so, although they had pro-
vided in the Bill of Rights that private property should not be
taken for public use except by due process of law and upon
full compensation, they breached this protecting wall 1o admit
the tax-collector, who was given the right to take private prop-

‘erty for public use on the theory that men should contribute

to the public need according to their ability to pay.

This has proved to be the wooden horse within which was
concealed the destructive forces which have undermined our

seeurity. ~

From time to time new forms of taxation have been devised:
and all the time the exactions of the tax-collectors have grown
steadily more oppressive.

License taxes are imposed, under laws which deny men the
right to work, unless they buy a permit.

{Leafiet No. 39:)
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‘Anything, anywhere, which helps or tends to help any one.
anywhere, who lives.on wages or on interest helps or tends to
help everyone, everywhere, who lives on wages or interest.

Any increase in wages or in interest, even though it be at a
distance, tends to raise wages and interest where you are.

- The more men make-on their investments of labor or of capi-
tdl, the more they spend and the better business is; the better
business is, the higher wages and interest are.

Even if a people abroad does not trade with us, nor buy our
products, nevertheless their prosperity contributes to our own
prosperity; because, the business relations of the world are so
complex that what each does affects all, directly or indircctly.

There is no conflict of interest between wage-earners here at
home and wage-earners abroad; nor is there any conflict of in-
terest between peoplé here at home who live on interesi and
people abroad who live on interest.

There i§ no sectionalism in the world of wages and interest.

This is because one cannot get either wages or interest ex-
cept by making a corresponding investment of labor or of cap-
ital; wage-earners and collectors of interest do not draw on the
wegalth of the world, they create what they get.

There is no conflict of interest between Labor and Capital.

Properly undersiood, the interests of wage-earners and of
those who live on interest are identical the world over.

To the extent that men are limited to wages and interest,
they are forced to be selfishly eager to be helpful-—that is,
their gregarious nature asserts itself and they become selfishly
cooperative.

The only possible conflict of economic interests is the con-
flict of interest between the producers and those who appro-
priate the rent paid because of their activity.

{Leaflet No. 4].)
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Today, our product is a joint product; there is always a pri- -
mary producer who is indirectly aided in his work by count-
less co-producers who are thinking raainly of their own inter-
ests. ' ' ' o
Warmarg are rimacy producers of wheat, plow-makers are
co-producers of wheat. o . .

“hanks to these co-producers, farmers need not make their
own plows. Because of this, they can produce more wheat.

Doctors, merchants, attorneys, firemen, policemen and all
others who help us in any way are our co-producers.

Co-producers save primary producers time, labor and money.

“The more co-producers there are and the mose efficient they
are, the more they save us. .

‘i'he more they save us, the more we can produce.

And the more cheaply we can. produce.

izach producer (the prima.y producer and the co-producer)

" is entitled to his part of the product.

—From THE SECRET, Sec. 4

Tt is true that it is impossible to know how much of the
vaiue of a crop of wheat is due to the men who made the ma-
chinery used by the farmer in producing it; or how much is due
the traffic police who directed traffic when the farmer hauled
4.8 Crup o macicet; and true, teo, it is impossible to tell how
much is due the doctors, merchants, attorneys, and others who
heiped indirectiy to produce that erop. Nor is it pessible fo
kiow how mucit of the income of the miller, the baker, the
grocer and the hotel man is due the Tarmer for raising wheat.

_ .'Foftunaté]y, it is possible to compenstate each__co.-producer
for his part in our busincss life without even thinking about

‘these intricate eomputations—much less solving this problem!

_ This is possible because men gladly pay more rent to live, or
do business, where this co-producer service is available.

“Manifestly, then, rent is the Wages and interest due these co-
producers on the investments of labor and -capital which they
put into this intricate social pattern: Co : : :

. All that. is necessary, therefore, is to collect the rent (in-
stead of taxes) and to use it for the payment of public bilis.

‘Then each co-producer gets, for his contribution te society,
a corresponding amount of tax-free social service.

(Leaflet No. 43.)
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A5 countries develop and life hecomes complex, eo-produesy
service inen cases and rent rises. o ' :

As rend rises, the rivalry over its coﬂectlon anreascv taves
rise and "{he OS‘{ of Lvmz» riges,

This slows up bidiness at home and our med ers. beﬂm to
Yool to foreign fields for trade to keep thelr rent up.

Sooner or later, this leads to conflicts with gimiar medd?z}rs
from o cm‘:z'éz“se:;.

Jot undes &?ﬁmnﬂ: the cause of these coru;mts and not S°E~
ing the sxmp le cure Tor them, the gweople of cach C'Ofmtry think
the situation calls for a show of foree. Thig breulﬁ‘ SUSBE\JDH
and resentment and %f%ﬂ 51 ag‘ iz set for war

Mo matier ko st ; he mﬁﬁﬂﬂaved eversy W“I’

results from at omi)‘t ‘“}f inve inland titles to comml Cot-
d:tior s alfectiy g rent whoers | the collecting,
- The wars between R{ ‘ m‘d { dmhaffe were {ought over the
guestign whether the business of the Mediterrancan World
shouid center in Rolne where the Romans collected rent, or in
Carthage where the Ld;_ thagenians coilected rent. C-

Cur Civil War, 1851-5 was fought. over the qu
southern cotton should be sent north to be work
operatives who pay rent in Wew, I“qg]and or sl
wherever the Ssuth might sell it. ,

Factories depended, then, upon water pow= v and the water
power was in the Worth, wi nr'h demanded a tarifi Rt ‘ich gave
New England a near monopoly of the textile business of the
country. It was this ;aierfﬂr ciice with the freadom of {rade in
the South which led the Southern states to sccede.

Italy's conquesa of Ethiopia resulied. from ‘the desire of in-
vestors in Itaiian land titles to have the raw mater ials of Ethl—
0§31a processed by workers who pay rent in Italy.

he World War {rounds I and 1) will bring to a (,On(,hzsmn
the rivairy of British and German rent-collectors and settle
the question whether the business of the Eur opean World is'to
center in Germany where the Germans collect rent, or-in Great
Britain where the British collect rent. ; ..

And our war in the Pacific will settle the question whether
the trade of the Orient is fo center in Japan where the Japa-
nese co;lect rent or on- our West Coast where we collect I'ent

- ———From THE SECRET, Sectién 25:

(Leaflet No. 45)
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‘Even.thoss who ara inclined to dov‘m the statement that
War‘« are fought 6ver rent, have to admit that dedigive wars 7
~termine the eollection: of the. rent involved in.the commeyce
thh is at issue; for example, the war in the Pacific will de-
torrine who will collect the. rent involved in the control of the
t-ade of the Philippines, the Ma}ay Archipelago, and the Dub: b}
FEast Indies; possibly, also,-that of Australia
“No'matter what: good, thi Ngs -MEN p'owde nor who pays the
bﬂl it'is impossitle to enjoy those things, unless one pays to
some holder of title to land the market value of that enioy-
rient. The rent may be paid periediealily as rent, or it may be
paid v a lurmap as-the purchase price of the tltle to the swte from
rhich ‘hb good thing is available. .- :
gn i itieonid be nrow’d that in r\very war L abm and Cap-
1ta1 behev they are fighting ior their own existence, it wotid
g 13 bedtrue that i is.impossible to r\moy even war-won advan-
ta”{ 5 unless one pays sume title-holder in rent feither monihly
or.in o lommp sum for the purchase of o land t 1oy what those
advantages are worth—+that is; even the veterans, of mﬂ war
sre denied the fruits of their va!or urless they buy thera of
ihose who hold title to-the land -they. defended S "
And the rule of the rental market is that thi
ways all the traffic will bear,
‘Even veterans returned from the war must pay title-holders
for the privilege of enjoying advantages-they won OVerseas.
©And the rent will always be all the traffic will bear.: .
"And This meang that what is left for us after: satisfying this
fl*‘st lien. on production by paying the rent 1s the ieast we can
alford to work for,”
It means; too, © ;rt i'f"(:'mfihh

2 %"ﬂi{or‘n'il for fran:digiribution

inns ehar p'e so'that we can afford
1o pay more, f‘le rent i§ advanced—nol necess arﬂy "bﬂcause the
collectors of rent are heasi but beeavse others,’ “hidding
against us for the privilege o7 worklig, will offer to pay. more.
- This means: that the fimancial advantage of our pProgress. in
the aris and sciences and even in euliture:are abgorbed in sont
by.those who live by selling us 1 the prwﬂege of hvmg, Vur}w;a
and doing business’inour own country. - i

It is well known that, in new countries, all hve Wnll and Sn-
joy an independeni axistence, evan though they may all be far
from rich; but that in clder and more deveioped countries {or
even in the same sections when they are developei and wealth
has acctimulated there) only a tew have anything like inde-
pendence and the great majority have little to look forward to
it work and (possmly) a.diitle pensmn When the y can 'w Ork
nr more. .

(Leaf flet No. &7. )
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‘Super-Governments

. Printed for free distribution by The Forum, Stedktouw 3o, 'Caﬁ“fo_mia(,

‘Humoit ‘governments hiave only as much power over condi-
tions which make for law and order as they derive from the
assent and cooperation of the people. :

People cannot transfer to their government authority or
povs rs they do noet themsalves possess. . ’
~ Men cannot proceed in defiance of natural law; accordingly,
they ca:mot deicgaie W thelr goveriunent the puwer to p-o-
ceed in defiance of natural law. : _

Whether a government’s power is derived from the consent
of the people, or is seized in defiance of the will of the people,
the result is the same; for neither the people nor the govern-

‘uient can earry out any plan, social or otherwise, which is not

in conformity with natural law. :

The most poweiful super-government, even if backed by all
the peopies of earth, could do nothing to alleviate our present
gistresses, except by complying with the laws of nature; what
is needed to bring order out of the present chaos is not a umen
of nations, united for the execution of some human.plam, b‘—::sj&
on understanding of the natural laws controlling social condi-
tions. ' : o

If it i true as it is taught in high places that there are no
patural laws by which social condiiions are cuitrolied, reither
men nor-governments—not even a super-governmeiit-—have
anything dependable to guide them in their social planning.

But, if such laws do exist, there is nothing in this field which
a government—even a super-government—can do for men but
whnat itiey can do for themseives. What is necessary in that
case is to study these laws as we study the laws of physics and
ceeiistry and the other accepted sciences, A

One way, government action would be futile; the o:the_t, it
would be unnecessary. : -

No social plan will work, unless it is in Iin¢ with the natural
law, _ ' ,

Any plan not in line with that law will certainly fail.
~ On the other hand, a plan which is in line with natural law
wiil work without the backing of men or governments.

Even if such a plan were‘tried by accident, without being un-
understgod and without any knowledge on the part of men as
to the significance of their aetion, any of Nature’'s plans will
always work. “ .

(Leaflet No. 48.)
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Printed for fréé distrilnifion by The Forum, Stockton 30, California

- There 1s a reason for everything.’
" Back of every effect is a cause.
The way to avoid the effect is‘to remove the cause.

_ In these pages, our political, social and economic difficulties
are.siaowr to have a very simple cause. - ' '

Because we have assumed that these are problems in human
CO.dddi, we hidve Boen finding foull with our fellows instead
of studyiug these probleius as we siudy other problemis. :

We have for that reason failed to note the simple fact that.
by allowing title-holders o think thai rent is paid for the use
of land and allowing them to claim the reant. we have forced
ihem %o protect themseives by coniroliing as much as possiblz
conditions affecting rent where they do the collecting. Lo

' To do this they have sought to control the government. to
sh.ft tuxes from lond titles o the cost of living and hiave in
sonie vases evenl got us into war. s

The way to cure any condition is to remove the cause which

‘produces that condition. .

The way to correct the prevailing false notion respecting the
origin, nature and significance. of rei:t is to teach men that

rent i the wages and interest due those who make the invest-
"ments of labor and capital whicki make the country Wh_a_t_ 1t-1s_.r .

Once men see that, they will see that th eprivate appropria-_
tion of rent is morally (if not legally) an embezzlement of pubs -
Yie fupds. . o s

Once that is séen the _prfwateﬂ appropriation of rent will stop;

‘or be stopped. ' .

We 'é;l;fcea‘d)"- recgver:s’ipr}aé of the rent by the process of tax-
ing land titles. All ' we have to do is to take it ail.
" Then, as no one could get any of the rent, no one woulld_rbe
selfishly interested in coritrolling conditions affecting rent.

That would remove the eause of these distresses.

{Leaflet No. 49) :
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As communities develop, service institutions multiply and
more and more service is available to the residents; as more
and more service becomes available, people are willing to pay
more for the privilege of living tnerfe__—»mat iz, rent rises.

If the rent wore eollacted for the publie treasury to be used
for publie needs, the people would wﬂ have all thfv produce;
for they would have thoir wares and interest in their private
pockets and their renat in thelr sublie pocket (public troasuryl-
Then they would have the fuil value of their entire product,
and their buying power would be 100% and business would
always be good. '

If, however, title-helders arve permitied to keep an y- part of
the rent. that rreh of the svealth of the community ig lost 1o
the producers of that weaiih and wages and interesi decling
accordingly, as show.s 1t (e following table. ST

Service institutions Increase in number and effl("lﬂncy as a

COI.’IF}}U{HEZ}’ grows, Because of the avanami“ty of that sarvien,
peopie pay more reut to Uve in a developed comuunity than
they will pay to live on the fmntlu wiebe Mo MUSL Serve
themseives or go unserved. S -

I.abor and Capital provide this service and maintain it. The
rent is the wages and interest due them for this service.

The rent should be collected (instead of taxes) to finance
public needs. Were that doue, our buying power would aiways
be 1007, When that is not done and Labor and Capital must
draw upcn their wages and interest-(in the form of tax pay-
ments) to finance public needs, their dollar is over-iaxed, or
depreciated. Imflation (high prices) is the penalty for this
failure to collect cur vent for the public treasury.

¥ W

Title-holders Take Left for Labor and Caprtal

. wages Interest
100¢ 50 ¢ 50 ¢
00e it ' - 475¢ .- 475c
100c 10¢ 4L ¢ - 45 e
100¢ o i53¢ . 425c¢ . 425¢
100e 20e ' 40 ¢ 40 ¢
100¢ 2B 37.5¢ 37.5¢
100¢ _ e 35 ¢ 35 e
100c 35¢ 32.5¢ 225
100¢ 40¢ 30 ¢ 30 ¢

{Leaflet No. §3.)
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Re"zt is always all the traffic will bear; as the community
develops, rent rises. Rent is always the first lien on preduc—
tion; for Labor and Capital can do nothing until a place is se-
cured in which the v can function. To get that place the rent
miust be paid. What is left after the payment of rent is all that
Labhor and Capital can have.

As communities develop and the ameunt of co-producer sery-
jce available there increases, rent takes more and morve of each
GGilar produced, leaving Labor and Capital whit is, on the av-
eraze ad in the long run, only enough to mainiain them.

This is graphically illustrated in th following tasle, which
shows how more and more of the barbe’s charze is taken in
rent, forcing his prices higher and higher. Tim, table below
explains the rise in the price of haircuts; as the same condi-
tions exist in all fields, it explains the rise in the cost of living.

Columnn 1 shows the price of a haircut and shave.

Column 2 shows what iitle-helders (all of them*) take in rent
Coiumn 3 shows the percentage titie-holders (all of them®*) get.
Column 4 shows what the barber’s dollar is worth.

Coiumn 5 shows what $100 worth of living costs him.

*The item of rent in- Columns 2 and 3 includes not only.the rent which
the barber pays his own landlord, but also the rent he pays other ‘tltle-
holders in the prices he pays for supplies and service.

ANy T Qe R G aes o
CB0¢ . 1Ze 0025 % ... T e
Cobie L e AR AnnL 66.65¢ .
()] - 4*3 F75 A S 54.4%5¢ . - Al
R 7 ; AT : )‘13 O
e Tavp3e 236,79
‘%’ 00 38 o 28315
. 1_ .o . i;—f'f)ﬁii' u8t)~tj)
1.:{} B ;A .._.. A {iﬁ {)<?§(};;1.._.____ PRI :}i {:7 cets amoeooo :j ir. 15
130 T 92 U 0TG% o 29240 L 34109
140 0 U$102 L TR88% . 2T04¢ .o 30846
150 2 TABBS . 25,580 . a4
160 0 22 .. TRON% . ... 23. E,JC el 42250
175 . 1.37 TREH% . 211 i 4735'-1

Bo long as t1tle—hoiders are permitied to claim the rent 28 tﬁeu‘ own, any

progress of any kind which we make will increase the percenfage going to the

1éle- noldm—s depreciate the dollar and incredse the price of haircuts. The price
of haircuts has already risen to one dollar: it will go to tw. dollars and more-—
unless-we wake up and recover our rent by having it collected instead -of taxes

{Leaflet No. §§.)
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- California has a general sales tax.. By it the State of Cali-
fornia. which does not tax land. titles, raise about a million
dollars per week! = ‘ T T
There is not a eert of state tax on titles to frontage, even
in the high-rent districts of San Franeciseo and Los Angeles;
but there is a tax of one cent on the“‘coffee and sinkers” a hobo
. buys at a lunch stand, and there’s a sales tax on the- baby's
nursing bottle and on its medicine. If its parents are poor and
unable to care for it properiy and the baby dies; there is a sales
tax on its shroud. ' . :
Tue editor of The Forum makes it a practice, when paying
this tax, to lay the money for the tax down separately after
paying the price of his purchase. :And; as he . dogs so, he re-
harks: . : o : o
“Y do ‘not know who your landlord is; but I know that T
do not like him that much.” .

Sometimes the salesman will attempt to correét him by tell-
ing him the landlord does not get this money—-that it goes to
the State. When' that happerns, the conversation runs some-
thing like this: ' ‘ : S R

Editor: “He probably knows better, but it is to his advantage
to have you think it goes io the State. You:would not collect
it 'so cheerfully, if you that he is enviched by it.” -

Salesman. “But how? We send this fo.the State!”

Ed. “I know you do; but I kniow, too, that he never overlooks
“anything, but charges your employer all the traffic will bear

for all the advantages of this location, including the advantagze
of having a state junior cellege heré in Stockton. It may be
that he has raised your rent on the strength of that college;

© but the State of California does not tax his property to raise

wmoney to run that college! He, gets that advantage for noth-
ing (so far as taxes on this property are-concerried) and then
you dig that expense money out of your customers, so he can
keep what you pay him on aceount of the increased business
the College brings to Stockton. That’s nice-for him; but it is
not. a nice way for you to treat your customers! And besides
the trouble and expense you are put to by this, your business
is slowed up just that much. You cannot sell me anything-for
that tax money—that’s gone! T have not got it, now.”
S. “Tt is now on its way to our landlord, you think?”

Ed. “He may lose by the tax—he may have extensive im-

provements and-lose more in taxes on them than he saves in
taxes on hig land title. But every penny of the sdles tax en-
richs title-holders at thé expense ‘of Industry and Thrift.”

(Leaflet No: §7.) L
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No imatter what is gained by war, whether it be greater se-
curity or more trade, no one can-enjoy that advauntage uniess
ise 1s where it is to be had. - | o

But, to be there, one must pay in rent what that advantage
is ‘worth, and pay this to the holder of title to the Tand which
he occupies. The only other way to be there and -enjoy that

‘agvaitage is 1o buy the title and be one’s own laitdlord.

‘Either way, the war-won 'advantag_es:mUSt be got of some
horder of title to land—and paid for at the market price, ’

Under our system, title-holders are in-a position to coin into
rent the blood our sons shed on the battlefields of the world.

' But we should an blame the title-holders. We, too, believe
that rent is pald for land and- belongs to those who. held title
w the jand.

Colleetors of rert naturally seck in -evéry p_bSSibIe way. to |
prutect their- collections, by couirolling conditions aifecting
rest it the area where they do the coilecting, githough this

" compels them io_ni;e_ddle inour daffdirs, , '

The Civil War between our States in:1861-65 was brought on
by the efiorts of Noxthern title-holders to prevent the South

from selling its cotton abroad and to force it to -gell its cotton

to New England mills, where New Englanders collect the rent.
Qur French and Indian Wars were .fdu'ght to é_ecure the furs
of North America for traders who would 'send. them to be

. processed and madé up by workmen who pay rent in"England.

The wars between Rome and Carthage were fought over the

- question whether the trade of the Mediterrancan World should

center in Carthage where the Cartheginians eollected rent, or
in Rome where Romans collect rent. - ‘
Ttaly’s war on Abyssinia was to settle the question whether
the -products of Abyssinia should be processed where Italians
collect rent, or go elsewhere. C ‘

The World War (rounds I and II) seems to ha-ve‘se'_ttled the

" question whether the trade of Europe shall center where Ger-

mans collect rent, or where the British collect rent; unfortu-

_ n:ately for the British, they are now faced with the possibility

that the Russian Bear may snatch the prize form the British

- Lion.

(Leaflet No.5§.)
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To satisly yourself that -we can nut into force the revenue

systern set forth in théSe. pages; withoui bothering 1o amﬂmi
the Constitulion oy to puss am?{ nowe lows or repegl any @

now on the statute hooks, or to set up new iaezl mmmnw e
ask; your attorney this qu,eshon o L -

- Assume gny debt owing from uny one 1o, mny P cmd a5~
sume that this is admitied to ho o dobi is it possible, with
. the 'laws now oa the books 4nd with the lﬂgui maﬂ:hmezv
now sei up and i opsration. fo collect that d=bt? Ox must
we must we first areend the Constitution or pass new- laws
“.or sef up new legel machinery?

Your atterney will tell you that we have now aﬂ tne Taw and
all the legal machinery:.necessary 0 collect any actual debt;
and that this-¢can be done without amending the Canstltutmn

That being true,.all we need to put into practice tha revenue
system proposed in these pages is fo convince the public that

rent is a debl: nwmg from the Hile- holdﬁ! %0 ihe mhhm e

Bear in mind; that we now gollect some of the' zeﬂtﬁﬂlat the

 title-holders themsalves acknowledge that they owe that part
_ of their rent (as taxes) to the pubhc treasmy. -

Here ae six defimtlons necessary fo- mtplhgent dlscuqsmn of OID.' sociai

. prablems. Students should bear in rmind that dictionarics tbl_l us 3 not how

we should use words, but how the pubhc does’ use ‘their.
Labor: Any huinan effort,
Wages: -Any return received from, an mvequent of 1ab01'
Wealth: Any natural product moditiéd by Labor for man’s purposes
‘Capiiai: Any wealth gevoted 1o'the enrichment of the owner, .
Interest:. Any reiurn received from an investment of capiizl, .
Hent: Any payment ‘made for the privilege of enjoying the: advan-

‘tageos available from a given location. This execludes payments for the use
sof bulldmgs or other wealth on the site and excludes service such as jani-

tor service rendered on the site.~Rent does, ot pay for the advantages
mentioned. For exampie: Rent 1=; more whers taere are ‘theaters, puohc
utility plants, fire-and police dopartments sewers amd garbage gervice;

‘Fat the payment of rent does not-entitle one to atfend the theater. Ai ad-

ditional qualification of some sort iz necessary if one is to get these ad-
Vantages It may be one must buy a theater ticket, pay the garbage iven,
make connection with the sewer and install the hecessary equipment, or

X pay some landlord interest on his investment in this connection and in his

equipmenit. And to qualify for the service of the police oi fire.depart-
raent. one has first 1o get info trouble. Rent is not for any direet seryice;

. it is for whit others do for us whem, in the promotion ot their own selfish
. -interests, they make investments of Jdabor- and capital of swhich we can

take advantage. I% is their wages and interest on those mvestments

{Leaﬂet No. 5.5
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Ignorant

TE¥E are in Field 1; and none of ?them are -
for all such matters are in Field 2. =T

. Pubhshe& by The Forum for free dlstrlbutlon Financed by public contriputions

If mensare to manage. successfully the distribution of wealth,
they must know rhore about each person, what he has done,
how hard ang how long he has worked, what he hasg produccd
and vwhat that product is really Worth ‘than it is possible for
men to know, Men with that knewledge do not exist; it 15 im-
possible to set up a governmcnt capable of Justly dlStI‘ibutll’lg
the wealth of the world,

Bug, it the Pproblem of social Justlce (Wealth dlstrxbutlon) 1<;
not oolved niothiivg else men or governments can do w111 save
c1v1hzat10n. . S

Fortunately, we can have good automobﬂes good alrpTanns

" good radios.and other things of that sort, even thiough neither

the governments of earth nor any of the more advanced derio-
cratic electorat?s would be capable of initiating the leg,islatlon
ﬁmpg thie specifications. for any of them. :

-Not one of the great inventions of the world is the invention
gf a government; nor wis any of them: 1n1t1ated at the ballot

X,

Social workers the World over.should profit by these facts!’

They should: realize that tliey can do nothing in:the fields
which are coutrolled by natural law (except to find Nature’ s
laws and ledrr to use them}; nor is there anything they can
do, Jastly, in the field of men’s individual rights, Any legisia- -
tion in that field, no matter how Well meant, is an invasion of
sabredly prlvate rights.

Legislation in ‘the flI‘St field is futlle an(f in" the second 1t s

highly offensive. ~

This. 1eaves for governments only the thlrd fleld in- whlch
are those matiers which lie ouiside Fields 1 and 2.

None of these matters are vital to‘all-men, for-all such: mat-
tal to 1nd1v1duals

Under” this plan, government’ Would be greatly sunpllfled
for, not only would the government be concerned with fewer
issues, but many of these would be furned over to engmeers
and other tralned mez, (See Leaflet No. 11.)

Tt follows, therei ore, that were thls plan adopted and govern-
ment action were limited to this third field, there would bé no
need to fear the ighorant voter; for, even lf he voted unw1seiy
no real harm would result.

(Leaﬂet No. 98.)
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Tiﬂé-holdei.‘s have “man_y ways -of controlling cénditiﬂm af-
fecting rent where they do the collecting. :

- And, regfaﬁr.dl_ess of their method, they like to tell us that they
are interfering in our affairs for our good. o

When thev:zoned the City of Stockton and by that mears
confined business as much as possible to the center of the city,
they told us they were doing this to protect our homes.

Their first plan was to forbid business establishments on
North Wilson north of Acacia, and on East Harding east of the
railroads. These and other proposed restrictions aroused ton
ruch protest and were abandoned. But, in the main, they ac-
complished their purpose. .

Now we are told that the object of the freeway on the high-

ways is t» protect the traffic: but the result will be to prevent
the establishment of business along these sections of the high-
way anrd by that much to protect from this competition the col-
lectors of city rent. - J :
{Not a cent of the highway bill is taxed against land titles.)

Protective tariffs, we are told, are to profect our American
standard of living; but the result is to give monopaly privi-
leges to the collectors of rent in the protected areas.

 Lend-lease, we are told, is designed to aid our allies and so
to shorten the war; but the effect is to give us a large measure
of control over foreign trade and so to enrich the men who
collect rent at our ports of entry. ' S
“(Nota cent of the war bill is taxed against land titles:) -
The Three Fizlds of Human Inierest . C P )
1. The field controlled by natural law, in which men and goverpments
are powerless.~—except to study Nature's. plan, S
2. The field of personal interests, where it would be undcpiocratic for
a government to interfere, even by the democratic method.
3. The comparatively small field in which lie those of our inferests
which are not in Field 1 or Field 2. This is the only fi¢ld in which
© * any government has any business to inferfere. o
 Since many of the interests of Field », would naturally bé turried over
to specialists, there is really very littl- for any governmierit to do in a
country where the people are wise enough to accept economics s a science

as exact as any science. . o

(Leaflet No.§2.)
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Evil Eve vs. Evil Heart

The pioneers in the science of sanitation who sought to get
people to understand that sickness and death are spread by
centagion ard infection were for a long time frustrated by the
people’s superstitious belief in the power of what they called
the “evil éye,” supposedly possessed by certain “witches.”

- For example: When these pioneer scientisis sought 1o shew
people that typhoid is spread by flies which have aceess to

snwage and urged people to cover the sewage to keep the flies

from it, the people refused to listen. They “knew” that the
victims who had died were the victims not of infection, but of
the wicked power of the “evil eye” of the village “witch.” )

Instead of studying the problem of typhoid, they spent their
fime and energy hunting “witches.” As a result, the plague
of typhoid woent unchecked: and so did other plagues.

Ve have outgrown the superstition of the “evil eye.”

But we are still hunting “witches.” . ' .

Ours is not the superstition of the “evil eye,” it is the super-
stition of the “evil heart.” . : S

~We no longer believe in “witches” who have the power of

casting an evil spell upon. people by merely looking at them;
and, in that way, causing them to sicken and die. N

But we are still victims of the superstition of the evil heart.

We still believe that crooked politics, depressions, unemploy-
ment, poverty and war are caused by the evil in-men’s hearts.

And, like the superstitious folk of the Dark Ages, we al-
low this superstition to divert our attention from the study of
our problems to the faults of the men whom we think respon-

Instead of studying these problems, we spend.-our ‘time_,_“_ as

"did the men of the loug ago, hunting “witches,” =

We do not burn our “witches” at the stake, as they did; but
we devise elaborate schemes for holding them in restraint.

Our “witches'™ aré not old women, they are bankers, capital-
i1sts, finandiers, employers (especially Big Business), politi-
cians, ete. Some of us include the leadérs of Union Labor and

seek ways of curbing them. Some think that the Hitlers, the

Francos and others of that sort are especially dangerous; some
think all Germans and Japanese are especially dangerous;
while others think we should fear the spell of the British.

Whoever our “witches” may be, the effect of this witchcraft
is first to divert our attention from the study of our problems;
and, second, to incite suspicion, resentment and hostility in the
hearts of those who succumb to this superstition.

(Leaflet No. §9.) S
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I Pripnted by ‘?'he _.‘“-“Grum', Smc}c_mz 20, Calitor
gress ses~hed, for the first
ar of its appropriations.

The author remembers when Con
tivae, the oune-bililon madk in ithe ma

The news was spread over the fron ; of ine newspape.s
under big black le hip S

vy

Thaf news created more
thaat tis Uongress would appqdo
dor the coming fisoul vear.

Theve's a signifs
Vtarature on technoc
“what the Technoorals

If the readsy has acoes
1d get 1 out and vead a
e way in which our auilit

g

¥

For example, while the author is sefting the fype for tid
page, the Craltsman g [uruing out 1 iilre this
at the rate of ne thi 3 ute. It runs steadily by the
hour picking a shect off the pile, placing it on the platen
with preecigion and depend: ing the impro

ion and
“taking that sheei oot and stacking it neatly and putiing in
Canother; aud g0 on, hour &

' ¢ howr, The author has niacedia
Umirror where It gives him a view of all this if he !
rom the kevboard of the Infsriype.

- But what has this to do with taxes?
. Just tnis:

Rent is the fixst Jien on production. It must be pgid, or notg
wheel turns. And rent iz il the fraific will bear.

. Producers have only cs much left as they must be gliowed
to keep them on i if the tilde-holders tuke oo maodh
production stops. v Lmow this: so they lsuve the producers
enough to keep thoir hopss up ond keep them on the job and
reprodusing taemsaly

Now put the two thoughis together. Consider what Tachno-

- erats tell us about how much we con produce and remember

- that we are so dumb we et tille-

: iders fake all we produte—
- except just enougn o keep us g :

__In the Life time of the guithor, their rale-off in the Congres-
sional fux mill alone hys incycased from S1000.600.000 per
- year to $83.000.500.000 per weuriiili i

To be sure, that is exceptional; it took a war to make that
possible—you see they can raise then the cry of loyalty and
patriotism and can successfully-demand more sacrifice of us.

Leaflet Nd;“igg_)’ L e rahy o o g
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- thie average member ‘(borrower) of té}es’a\ ASS0

Classify

. BIUIGIIIED ‘0F UWOIHDOHS ‘mr{.}\i_ sy, .&q uin'mqg‘i.isgg‘ ey T DRIl T

Your first.- duty {to yoursell; your family ard vo 151
after you get clearly the thought &1 forth 1o the
find out whether you. are.rmore depenoent upon 3
terest-than upon rent. . C

As a rule, business and proﬁfesqianq coneRyng are In
guarters and coliect ne rent whatevey o

“The figares of the Building and Loan fgsoct

times as much in his improvements as intin his

:Upon: that' basis,-he stands to. lgse in taxes ©
much as he gains by the private appropriaiion of ¢
terest, or more dependent upon reut. M :

. Very few people gain by laws aiding title-bolders 4
pense of Labor and Capital. ‘On the main street in

ton,
the politically odds are 23 to 1 in fayor of Labor and Capitals
that js, they can out-vote the title-holders 23 16 1o

Qut in the residential sections and out on the farms, the odds
a.e still higher! : e . N
. a general
high; und

e

It must be remembered that our supplies are,
rule, processed aid soid in cities where the rent #hn
that this high rent is chuarged info our cosi of i . whereas
most of us collect revt (if we collect any 4t ali) in & iow-rent
area. Most of us who think of ourselves as belonging to the -
landed class and as collectors of rent pay meore rept in our
cost of living thuan we collect.

This is particularly frue of farmers,"ivho not oniy' buy their
supplies in high-rent areas, but even sell their products there
and pay high rent in the selling fees charged for sales. service.

The ground covered by the shadow of an aytomobile in & city
at noon, if expressed in terms of rent, may amount to more
than the rent collected in a whole township of the finest farm
tand. 3 AP

Consider the gasoline tax as it affects the farmer.. He may
drive largely (if not wholly) on dirt roads and so use more gas-
oline per mile than the city man who drives.on pavements all
the time; yet, the farmer pays the same gasoline-tax road toll
the city man pays! T SR IR I B

[

(Leaflet No. §§7.)
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xploiting Motorists

1 ated by The Forumy S .on so. wnliooigss or vey S b Ll

Because of the false theory that the automobile is a luxury

and that taxes should be levied accetding o ability to pay, the 7

1. in CAadioliud, e Motorse gay s & had tan U bk Pk i

a car costing him $1,00.

2. In addition, he pays (fo the state) a property tax oi the
car. tihis is the ouly paoperiy tax the State of Califor-
nia levies. the reason fo, tus strange situation is that
some pouor, migraisry individuais, usually with oid, i
lapidated cars, escaped the iocal tax-coliectors. ACeurw
gy, the staie tock over and added the tax to the i-
cense fee; so suck people cannot now escape tie tax.) .

3. Having got a cay, the Califoraian pays $3 for the right t0
arive it. : .

4. However, he ¢annot drive it without gasoiine; and, in
’ califoriia, the gasoline ftax amounis (for an average
family car) to a road toil of one-fourth of a ceut per Hile.

5. Luring the way, 2 special war tax of $5 per car-—no mat-
ter how old and unsalabie it might be, was aaded by i€

_ federal government. '

6. Now comes the parking meter, by which an increasing
Nuiaber o0 cities compe.l 1a0torists to pay for ihe privi-
lege of parking their cacs .ndowu-town sirests.

7. ‘where arve special taxes win trucks, levied according to

capacity. . ‘
8 .An increasing number of citics charge a fee, often $3 or
$5 per yeas for the priviiege of uniouding a truck widun
the city limits. (This amounts to a charge of that amount
per load in those cases in which a truck operator takes
but one load per year into such a city. '
9. Some states charge truck drivers a special fee (often &
very stitf fee) for merely driving through the state.

10. On top of all this, the federal government (and some of
the states) levy a tax of a ceriain percentage of the price
charged by truckmen for transportation of freight.

il. Already some cities and counties are levying their ownh
local gas taxes.

12. Cities and counties are not yet charging a fee for merely
driving though, but that wiil come—first for trucks and
stages, and later lor private cars.

The gasoline tax enriches title-holders at the expense of our
cost of living; for their land titles are not taxed for highwdays.
People in the back country, with poor roads pay a higher road
toll per mile, because on their roads it takes more gasoline i

move a car a mile. The city title-holders are doubly enriched.

(Leaflet No. 109.)
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The

Printed for free distribution by The Forum, Stockton 30, California

Politicians are specialists; they are not in business as self-
employers, but sell their services just as lawyers do.

While it is irue that the only people who are in a position to
profit selfishly by conirolling the government are the title-
holders wiio charge us for the advantages which the govern-
ment provides, raainiains or protecis, they are noi the only
ones wao need the services of politicians. -

Title-holders, of course, need the services. of politicians to
get control for them of the government that they may have
tax. funds spent where the result is to raise their rent and to
shift the burden of public bilis from their titles to us. But, in
addition, there are various groups which are interested poli-
cally in so juggling the tax laws that the taxes resulting from
the theft of our rent may bear more lightly upon them because
they have been at least partly shifted elsewhere, .

These, then, are the people to whom politiciang sell their
services. You may think, as some have charged, that politi-
cians will do anything for money; but, if that is true, they will
(even tnough personally dishonest as charged) be honest as
Joliticians and work eagerly for the publi¢ interest, if paid te
140 SO«

Why not hire them?

But, first, let us change the rules of the game; so that the
politicians will have to work for us and will be, for that reason,
selfishly eager to please us. :

This can be done. It is a very simple matter.

By recovering our rent and using it instead of taxes to fi-
nance the public need, we would deny titie-holders rent and
limit them to wages and interest. They would then be under no
temptation to interfere in politics to conirol conditions affeci-
ing their rent. Then they would not need to employ peliticians.

They would then keep out of politics for the same selfist
reason that they are now meddling, politically, in everything.

Then, the poiiticiaiis wouid all have to 00K 10 us 1or empioy-
ment; and they would then be as selfishiy eager to please us as
they are now to please the titie-holders.

It is as untruthful as it is unkind to say that our.officials
do as they do to get their offices; the truih is that tizey get
their affices because it is believed they cun be trusied io do us
they do.

(Leaflet No. §12.)
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Bzc cle Stability

Prmted for free dlstnbutmn by The Forum,; Stockton 30 Cahforma

On one occasion, durmg a conversatlon with the pastor of
one of Stockton's b1g9'est Protestant churches, the author ges-
tured with a dollar as thongh he was going to roll it down a
long hallway and asked h1m whether, if he had released if,
the coin would have rolled and whether that rolling would
have been a manifestation of the law of momentum, or inertia.

The pastor said it would. He was then asked if he believes
the Creator prov1ded that prineiple fo steady the universe
and whether it is the prineiple which steadies the child’s bi-
eycle, if the child keeps “kicking” the pedals. He said he does.

Author: “Then you believe the Lord gave the child bicycle
stability.” )
© Pastor: “I do.”

Author: But why do you not also beheve that He gave the
child social stabxhty"’”

Pastor: “Oh, that is different; we can’t expect that!’

Author: “My dear man! What are you saying? Is that some-
thing that Omniscience does not understand and that Omnipo-
tence eannot do for us and that a Loving God would not do for
us? Where is your faith? Why do you preach a limited God?”

In his debate with a College of the Pacific professor who ar-
gued that we must get the Socialists on this job of stabilizing
society, the author said:

~ “Come up here where I stand—where you can sce the sun!

I have a God who knows how social problems can be solved.”

This idea that we can frust God to manage the tides, the
stars, the flow of sap in the trees and the flow of blood in our
veins, but that we must get Karl Marx, Union Labor, the New
Deal or some other humian agency to stabilize society is cer-
tainly a strange idee in a clergyman, or in a social “scientist.”

Those who hold with this pastor are asked to explain how
they can believe (as they will admit that they do) that man is
a gregarious creature and at the same time believe he has anti-
gregarious instinets which must be restrained by education or
by the police. And to -explain how they can believe (as they
do) that man has the instinct of self-preservation and yet hold
at the same time that our instincts are a threat to civilization.
Certamly man as weé know him would not be man If hig civili-
zation were destroyed; how, then, could man be preserved, un-
less his civilization were also preserved" o

{Leaflet No. [22.) ) o I
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The Machine Age
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Labor cannot lay an egg.

To produce eggs, one must have poultry. - :

But poultry is property, and property used for the enrich-
ment of the owner of that property is capital, and wnal one
makes by having capital is interest.

Nature pays men interest, who invest in poultry, or in cows.
or in any other property which multiplies by breeding or which
increases in value by growth or by any other natural process.

Because men can get interest by irivesting in nature, thev
refuse to invest otherwise, unless allowed interest on those in-
vestments, also.

This is Why the business world recognizes interest as proper
It has to recognize it; otherwise no business could be done,

Without it we could not raise capital for mills, smetlters, ete.

Because men are alert to gét as much as pOSSlble out of thelr
capital and switch from one type of investment to another, ac-
cording to the prospects of gain, it comes about that the re-
turns on these two types of investment are. on the average and
in the long run. equally profitable; because, if one of them ig

-less profitable, capital is withheld from those invesiments un-

til the returns are bid up on-a par with the returns in the other.
This is why what is left of our product after the payment of
the rent is divided between the wages and interest funds on

‘what is, on the average and in the long run, a 50-50 basis. (See
. Leaflet 'Nos. 55 and 63.)

From this it is clear that it is not true that Labor gets less
because Capital gets too much; for wages and interest rigse and
faill together

It is not true that, in the Machine Age, Capital profits at the
expense of lLabor; what happens then is that the increased re-
turns upon our mvestments which result from the use of ma-
chmery are absorbed by title-holders in the form of rent, as is
shown in the tables given in Leaflets 55 and 65 and as ex-

plained in Leatflet No. 105.

Definitions: )
Labor: Any human effort, regardless of the purpose or the resuit.
Wages: Any return from an investment of labor.
Wealth: ‘Any natural product modified by Labor to better meet men’s
- peeds.
" Interesi: Any retum from an investment of capital.
- Capital: Any wealth which is devoted to the enrichment of the owner
: Natural Law: That phencmenon in naturé by virtue of which Iike
'_ causes always produce hke effects.

(Leaﬂet No. 134 )
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Fow much can you get into a box which is three feet long
and two feet wide——or would you want to knoew how deep it is?
In considering the problern of wealth distribution vou, of
course, consider the two factors, Labor and Cdpital. Ts that
all of them? Is this a two-factor. or a thresfaetor problem?
rent, but the net rent—what is left after paving the title toxes.
‘What about rent—meaning what is often miscalled ground-
rent? Perhaps you think it is included when you list interest,
The return on an investment in a land title {5 not the entire
rent.but the net rent—what is left after puayiag the title tax.
Manifestly. if the taxes take 6l the rent, the tille-holdor dets
nothing for himself, and the selling value of the tiile is gone,
Comipare this with the-effect of taxes on the market value of
labor products. The selling value of land titles is lowerad by
taxes; but taxes on labor products are added to the price and
the purchaser must pay more. : A
It is clear, therefore, that rent is not interest and that rent
and interést are governed by different rules. (See Nos. 43, 58.)
Wages is the compensation due Labor, interest is the com-
pensation due Capital.

ent is the compensation due those who, in the pursuit o
their own selfish inlerests, make invesiments of labor and cup-
ital cround about for aud necr, on sites other than that for
which. the rent i§ said to be paid), which help to make the com-
munity what it is and add to ihe advantages availabie to the
ocepant of the site. : e

The rent which tifle-holders are paid for the privilege of en-
joying the availability of the séivice of tradesmen, prafessional
men, etc. and for government sézvice (both that which is ac-
tually rendered gnd that which is available in cdse of need).
is the wages and interest due on the investments of laber and
capital necessary to provide aud maintain those advantages.

- The preoblem of social justice is, therefore a three-factor
problem, not a two-factor problem. The three factors are m-
terest, wages and rent; but our individual claims upon the rent
fund cannot be settled directly by negotiation.

The only way co-producers ¢an be paid is to collect the rent
instead of taxes and use it instead of tax funds fo finuace the
public needs. Then each co-producer would get his share in the
form of community service. Then we would have gur wages
and interest in our private pockets and our rent in our public
pocket (public treasury)—and be tax-exempt aand prosperous.

(Leaflet No. 137.)
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War Is Short Circuit!
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ion dees not change the nature of ele.ctr1c1tjg, which

ig i?fgg]%gng%mus if allev&%ed to run wild; but insulation does
cohfinev it to useful channels, where it _does our work f?ir usér_

"Self-interest (commonly called selfishness) is also dang p
aus when allowed to run wild. Like electricity, it is unchange
b.yk—inss,ﬂati()n; but it is confined to channels where it serves us.

“Fo understand the insulation of elegtrlmty., one must stu_dy
the laws of phiysics; to understand the insulation ?f selfishness,
one must study the ratural laws of the social field. B
" "Each of these problems is found to be very simple, once one
understands the laws involved. _

For example: Tt is known that men 'q&x}not.-get either wages
or interest without making a cqrrespcmdmg 1nves1;n-1ent of lf-
por or capital. The man who is prompted by se_lfis-hrégs_s 1(;
want more wages or interest naturally seeks to _make ¥ unaset
more useful; for the only way to earn more wages or mter_eso
ig to render others more service (Strikes for higher Wages_tar;
not efforts to earn more, but efforts to force the payment o
what the sirikers think they ave already earning.) vt is

But the rent-collector who wants rent (me_anmg 1;; m{ i
sometimes called g?round-rent, o economic xent} m:.reg is (igps
hack out of the way, so that others may work. He himsal p;o- |
duces nothing; what he gels must be produced by others, for

‘permitting others to work and getling out of their way so they

i roductive ast, That et produces ne wealth.
cu%:;nffoifeﬁ'?gr: gre'seiiishly alert o protect their colleztions
by controlling, as much as possible, all conditions qftecétznq
their collections. Not all of them are troublesome meddiers;
but there are always some who meddle seliishly in our _Vau:ts.

“At home, -this meddling manifesis itself in political effprts 0
control the government; this often ledds to crobked polities.

When the meddling exactions of reni-exactions slg_w..do?{n
business at home, this meddling is extended to foreign fields Io
steady the rental market by building up our foreign tra_@e.h n
doing that our meddlers encounter similar meddlers from other
countries; and, sooner or later, war results. 4 imtorest

Lig en rent and limiting them to wages and imie

WoDﬁ?ggclgngfizl?e their self-interest to useful channels and prevent
crocked politics and war which are certain fo result sooner o

later when self-interest is cilowed to run wild.

i ; thi in interested

The Church wants men pure 1n he_art, the State in in st
in what men do, not in purity of their hearts. The Sta‘te qul(i
use the greed in men’s hearis as the power to run our socia
machinery. To that end, it would guard against short-circuits.

(Leaflet No. §38.
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In their attempts to explain why Poverty dogs the steps of
Progress, men have looked for the explanation in the advan-
tages enjoyed by the wealthy; and so have come naturally and
very generally fo the false idea that the mischief results from
the practice of charging interest for the use of money.

In the first two volumes of his massive thre -volume work,
Caopital, Karl Marx teaches that explanation of this associa-
tion of Poverty and Progress. This he contradicts in his third
volume, where he teaches (Part VI, Chap. xlvii) that Labor
and Capital are both victims of the exploitation of collectors
of rent.. But (perhaps for this very reason) hig Third Volume
is little known and seldom quoted, whereas his faise views in

Vols. I and II have been given wide circulation.

Avowed followers of Marx and those who follow his lead un-
consciously believe it unjust that a man should live on inter-
est, doing no work himself. o '

Without meaning to approve a life of idleness, let us examine
thé question whether thére is any injustice in that course,

_ Suppose a highly developed dairy, modern and commendable
in every respect. :

Suppose the owner dies and leaves but one heir, an infant
son.

Suppose the Court appoints an administrator and supervises
the administration of this trust.

Is it in any way unjust for the Court to permit the payment
of the bill for the infant’s living expenses and care out of the
earnings of that dairy, even though the baby does not work in
the dairy? :

Suppose that, when this heir comes of age, he executes a
legal contract with the administrator to continue managing
the dairy and to allow him to draw upon the administrator for
his living expenses. Would that be in any way unfair or im-
wmoral? To whom else, should the earnings of that dairy go?

S_o long as 4ll the bills against the dairy are paid, what
claim has society, the government, or any individual to any
part of the earnings of that dairy?

Could they be given to any one else without injustice?

If the arrangement during the infancy of the heir were just,
what would make the arrangement unjust after that date?

Would it become unjust in ten years, Tifty years, a hundred
years, or d thousand years—assuming that the herd was well
h_andled, its livestock properly improved, and the dairy con-

tinued in existence for a thousand years? '

(Leaflet No. J70.)
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What would you think of the owners of office buildings who
ctharged an elevator fare for carrying to and from their upper
floors those who visited these buildings?

Would you rent an office in such a building?

Isn’t it true thatl they can rent their upper floors by giving

this service free and that, were they to charge elevator fares.
they would drive tenants away? Is it likely that business and
professional men in such a building could compete ‘with com-
peétitors in bulldings offering free elevator service?

Is there any diilerence belween currying passengers from
floor to floor in an cifice building and carrying them from door
to door along a city streat? .

Is there any difference, at all, except that the office rooms in

@ building are all owned by one management which sees to it
that no third party sponges on his tenants, whereas on a street,
the title to each lot has heen bought as an investment—that is,
the title-holder expects to profit by selling for all the traffic
will bear the right of access to community advantages, which
right of access he holds by paying only the taxes levied upon
his titfle—and these he keeps as low as possible. There are no
federal taxes at all on land titles. ;

Does any one think the owner of an office building would
allow others to speculate at his expense, charging the public
for access to advantages which his building provides and then
claiming as his own the money he collected for these advan-
vantages?

Should a City permit rent-coilectors to keep for themselves

“any of the rent paid them for acesss to advunlages provided

either by the City or by its citizeng?

The owner of the office-building gets more rent because he
gives free elevator service; then he finances the elevatoriserv-
ice out of those extra remntal receipts—and makes money.
© Why should a city net have as much sense as the owners of
office-buildirigs? Why shouid not the City give free street car
(or bus) service and finance.it out of the extra rent collected?

No, No! NO! The City would not have to own or operate the
bus system. Let the Bus Company do that—it undersiands the
business. But let the people ride on the buses just as they do
on the office elevators, any time, as many times as they please,
and free! Then let the Company send the bill to the City!

Yes; sure! Why not? If the people like the plan, let it be ex-
tended to the railways, the telephone service, the telegraph
service and all the other public utility services; and let these
services be handled by men trained in those fields; but see to
it that the City stays out of the private business field.

(Leaflet No. J78.)
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As Baby’'s Liegs Grow
Printed by The Forum, Stockon 30, California, for free distribution

As a child’s body becomes heavier, its legs grow stronger to
carry the increased load.

Nature has a way of providng for all such needs.

Her provigion for the growing needs of society is as adequate
as is her provision the needs of a growing baby.

The second settler in a new country naturally prefers to set-
tle (other thing being equal)} near the first. In the same way,
the third prefers to settle near these two. As the community
grows, it attracts other people who come to enjoy the advan-
tages of community life.

. The more developed the community life, the greater attrac-
tion it has for prospective settlers, and the more peopde will
pay for the privilege of living there.

This payment for the privilege of living in a community is
over and above what is paid for shelter and for furnishings
and egquipmentis; it is rent (often miscalled ground-rent).

By reason of man’s gregarious nature, rent appears as soon
as a community forms and this rent increases as the commun-
ity grows in population and as its community life becomes in-
creasingly complex.

Here is a provision of Nature for the financing of commun-
ity needs.

By the time the community grows to the point of needing a
school, its rent has become sufficient to finance the schoaol.

As the community grows and more needs appear, the rent
increases sufficienily to supply these needs.

It is easy to see that this must be so; it is unreasonable to
suppose that the necessary cost of any government could be
more thon that government is worth to those who live under
it. This is true because men will pay to enjoy advantages what
those cdvantages are worth. This meuns they will pay the
reasondble cost of providing and maintaining the advantages.

When these new capital investments have been made, the
new advantages they provide increase the rent- coliections and
this increased revenue is then available for the maintenance
and operation of these new installations.

Here we see that society’s growing needs are supplied just
as is the baby’s need for stronger legs.

{Leaflet No. 18}.)
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People in the rural, or back country sections, pay the same
state and federal taxes that city foik pay.

* Yet, in no field except radio, do they get the same service
city folk get—and they get the same service in that fieid only
as long as their radio works well. If they need repair service,
they are at a disadvantage, because of the distance to town.

. They pay the same postage and have to go, at least to the
county road to mail a letter; they pay the same gasoline tax-——
and zet, fewer railes per gallon because of the unpaved roads.

They, are under the same handicap with respect to county
taxes; for the man out “in the sticks” pays the same tax per
unit of value that is paid by the farmer who lives just outside
the mty limits; and he pays the same school tax as the farmer

. near town, although the latter’s children are picked up by the

school bus at their front gate, while his children may have to
walk a mile or more to meet the bus. -

He pays-the same pﬂce for supplies that the city man pays,
although he not only is at more expense in time and money to
reach the market, but delivers the good himself to his home.

The ruril merchant is under the same handicap.

For the gas tax he pays to make his deliveries is used by the
State to widen and straighten the highway, -so his customers
can do their trading in the city and get home the same day.

There was a time in California when there were in the valley
of the San Jeaquin three kingdoms, or principalities, of consid-
erable size, wealth and undoubted independence. These were
the kmgdoms of ‘Bakersfield, Fresno and Stockton. In those

- days, a drive to one of the&.e market places was, for many, a

day-long task; but, when that market was reached one could

find there aImost anythmg one could want. : ~-

" Then came the. highway and the automobile; now these three

kingdoms are merged inte one--the Kingdom of the Bay Cities.
Now one can drive there, and back, in a day:; Much trade is

now going to the Bay; and Bakersﬂeld Fresno and Stockton

have lost to the Bay some big enterprises. For example, Stoek-

“ton has Iost her flour mills and her tannery.

_This would do no harm, if the Saxn Joaquin Valley received
its share of the rent, as it would if the vent were collesied in-

_stead of taxes. To make this matier worse, the rent-collectors
“at the Bay constuntly meddle in Valley aifairs to protect their

rent rake-off. For years they prevented the Valley from get-
ing a deep—sea port at Stockton. (See Leaflet No. 69.)

(Leaflet No. 209.)
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o &f the mistaken beliefs which-sérve the purpese of rent-
actors is the common belief that things cest more because
Ut arehandled by so many middie men. These false axplana-
4isms of the high cost of living divert attention from the mis-
i appropriation of our rent. ~ S

1t will help the reader o rea'ize the felsity of this eharee
against the middlemen, if he will imagine that he ig-a farmer,
poultryman, orchardist or mannfacturer and that all the mid-
dlemen have been eliminated ard, in order to market his orod-
uect ke must do for himself ail the things which middiemen do
in #he complicated protess of seliing our producis "

.. A little reflection will that convincee him that thaese middle-
men save him time and money and that, but for thent, the cost
of living would be higher than it is now. : : .
For then he would have o send out salesmen, advertise eX-
tensively, organize a system of warehouses and build up his
own shipping organization. In addition, he would have fo or-
ganize and maintain a credit office and see to the collection -of
fhousands of small accounts resulting from the sale of his

product to dealers all over the country. , :
" “He could, of course, join the Co-op. ‘But, if*he did that, he
would not be getting rid of middiemen; but would be: rrérely

changing to another set of middlemen, - BRI B
The fact that middlemen render: vaiuable service iz proved
by the fact that business men gladly pay higher rent to do
business where, their service can be had: and by the fact that
the more highly organized business is and the more complexr
‘our business life the more reni men will pay—and the lower
are the prices at which our products sell, other things equal,
It is not the middiemen who run the cost of living up; but

the embezzlement of our rent, (moral, if not legal) by those .

who collect it; for this misappropriation of our rent forces us
‘to pay taxes in addition tc our rent.’ ' -
When economies do result from iniprovements in our’meth-
‘vds, the saving is absorbed in rent. ) B <
That this is true is proved by the fact that rent is always all
the traffic will bear, which means that they take from us.{in
rent) all they dare take—leaving us. only what we must have
to keep going. This means that, so fong as title-holders are
permitted to claim. the rent, the most that we can hope for is

‘that, on the average and in,the long run, we will ‘get a bhare |

living; for, if conditions improve and we can pay more, Our
rent 1s raided. IPrOVE anic wi Hopay G
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Among the objections to.the Tewnsend, “Ham and Eggand
other pension schemies is.this-~that, in their effort 1o right an
injustice, the backers -of these schemes are guilty _-p"f:ir;';;ustigg;
“ ‘Granted that the people to be pensioned have earned a com-
fortable old age, that-does not prove that the people who must
pay the transaction tax to finance these pensions are the peo-
plewho have deprived these ollsters of their proper reward.
 Suppose it be granted that the young people .should .con
iribute to a fund from which they will be pensioned in their
old, age, what aboui the young people who. die before they are
old encugh to qualify for a pension? Why take money from
them during the few years they are te live and so. deny them
pleasures which they might finance with that tax money?

These artificial substitutes for Nature’s way never work!

- Her wWay is.to let each man have what he can make an_@i
spend it his own way—taking the consegiiences of his folly i

~he is foolish and enjoying the-reward of his good judgment if

e is wise: o ) 7 _

This is Natureé’s pension plan! - And it always works——pro-
viding. we do not Il title-holdors -'a;agmpria*;e out rent.

"It worked well in this country for many -years—until rent
fot so high that the private appropriation of rent by hoiders
of title to land became a serious drain Upon OUT resourees. -

" ‘There was 1o demand for pensions. in the eariy days -of_._the
Republic. As long as we had free tand, title-holders could nct
exploit the people; and-our peopie were able to provide for.old

" .age by their own unaided efforts.

: That happy condition will return when we are, wise enough
10 collect the rent, insiead of taxes. P -

Natureé’s‘way: is the only way. which does work. R
- Nature puts every man on his own; she does not penalize the

4hnocent to favor any one—be he guilty or innocent,.. ~
. She treats us all with'the utmost imipartiality. R

Definitionss &~ o o TeT B o R e DR :
Labor: Any himah cifort, regardiess of the purpose or the result
Wages: Any teturn frof an anvestment of labox., - . & . o i
Wealth: Any natural product miodified by Labor to better meet men's
.- needs. e o .
Intersst! Any return from an investment of capitak o ‘
Capital: Any wealth which is devoted to the enrichment of the vwier.
Mararal Law: That phenomenon in nature by virlue of which like
causes always produce like effects.

{Leaflet No.221) , S
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' The building in Stockton occupied by The’ Rialto, Theater
sfronts on a comparatively minor cross street, not on Main St
=Wwhich is still Stockton’s main business theroughfare. '

"o overcome this disadvantage, the Rialto pays in 'additi_oﬁ

" to the rent on its theater building, as much (or more) for a

narrow store room facing Main Street, whi¢h it tises as a Main
Street entrance to its building against which the back of this
narrow store building is:built. _ _
“The reader will find it helpful to keep this Rialto situation
in mind when considering the question, What is Russia up {o?
and Must we have another World War? 4 :
" An examination of the map shows that Russia’s position,
geographically, handicaps her in bidding for world trade.
The few Russian ports which are on the great seas are ice-
bound much of the year. :
Her access to the open waters of the Atlantic is barred by
the Skagarack and by the strategic position of Britain.
Access to the Mediterranean is barred by the Dardenelles.
. If she got into the Mediterranean, her access to the great
seas would still be barred at Gibraltar and &t Suez!
Access to the Indian Ocean is blocked by the countries at {he
‘head of the Persian Gulf. ' o
Her access to the open waters of the Pacifie in the East is
blocked by China . : e ' S
_And in every case, Britain and the United States use their
Influence to prevent her from securing access to “Main Street.”

As Jong as American title-holders in Boston, New York. Phil-

ideiphia, New Orleans, Dallas, San Diego, Los Angeles. Port- -
land, Seattle and in our sea bases like Honolulu and other
isiand bases are permitted to claim s their own any of the

" rent they collect because of our foreign trade. they are going

to play politics to keep this country lined up with Britain in
an eifort to keep Russia from getting that coveted access to
the trade opportunities on “Main Sireet.” '

That means war, either of bloody violence or in the form of
worid politics with its cartels and economic sanctions—war
for generations., which will bleed us white to finance the strai-
egy of the coiiectors of rent at our poris of entry. s

P 5. Although Stockton is a4 port of entry for oeean-going craft, she will not. get
anyth.ng worth mentioning out of these remt pickings; because of the Fivalry of
S'sm Francis¢o and the other Bay cities. Stockton is n this respect, un ther Riis-
sia, cut off from the high seas.’ The Bay cities will see to it that Stoekton is shut
out of this field, as they have done in the past. Stockton will have to be ‘content
with the shipping that the Arm¥y and Navy send here. This is an additional reason
why Stockion’s bisiness maen should Jnterest themselves in the.program sét forth in

(Leaflet No. 223)
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Thanks to Ignorance!
Printed for free distribution by The Forum, Stocktog 30, California

ic's i i ic truths of
Thanks to the public’s ignorance of certain basic : .
economics, title-holders have been gra_dl_ially shifting _th% llliﬁ
load From land titles to our cost of living, thereby en? the‘a
them to keep for themselves more and more of the ren y
collect.

» . .. . M E d
To understand what this means to the rest of us, one nee
only to bear in mind the fact they they get rent by mgreéy
getting out of the way of producers that tl;a__ese produchs.n;h%
support them. Neither the act of holding tifle to land nor *ae
act of getting out of people’s way so they can wozkhlgdg 4] .o‘
ductive act: no wealth is produced that way. What holders o:
title to Iand get this way must be produced by others.

i i tax land ti-

To begin with, the federal government does not na |
tles. No%: a cent of federal expense-—not even of our war bill,
which is our biggest bill—is taxed against larEd titles. -

In California, not a cent of state ¢xpense 18 taxed agains

d title. - _ .

iaLI%(‘itle-holclers have their {itles exerppted from hlghvyfiy taxes.

Most of the relief bill has been shifted from land titles.

Also most of the pension bill, o i

A £lgarge part of the school bill has ‘peen Slmﬂ?.rly shnfte_%i

The Community Chest shifts certain other bills from 12:_1 es.

Revenue raised by municipal owr}ershlp lowers title taxes.

So does the revenue from the social security tax.

And from the income tax.

So does revenue from toll-'brldgt?s, :_and“_toll-roa_ds.

So does revenue from any s_eif~11%u1datmg_ %)I‘O]ECL

does revenue raised by fees, licenses, eic, | ,

S‘S)g does the revenue from police courts Syun for revenue. 'h

In Stockton, California, revenue enough to cut 62¢ fr;gm tar?
tax roll is raised by the tax on theater thkets, from city g
bage, inspection fees, dock fees, business licenses, ete. i
" Inthat city, an arbitrary cut in the assessments of land titles

reduced the taxes paid on land titles from 60% to 42% of the

total advalorem tax. And the people did not d_lei;ect the trick!f
Not satisfied with what they have atccompllshed, holders o
{itle to land are planning new conquestis. - .
They are now inireducing city dand county gasoline taxes.
And city and county general sales taxes.
And parking meter taxes. . N
And %)he schgeme of charging rent for the use of the sewers.
Philadelphia has a city income tax—a tax on wages.
The millenium (for title-holders) is approaching.
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Printed for free distribution by The Forum, Stockton 30, California

_In h_i's co_]u_mn of May 18, 1946, David Prescott Barrows, for-
merly president of the University of California, said:
Poliil;ical evolutiop follows a cycle. When monarchy is repudiated
there is no alternative except a republic. And if a republic fails, the
inevitable alfernative is dictatorship, unlimited by law.

“The reason fo rthis becomes apparent as soon as one re-

alizes whet rent is. : '
It is true as General Barrows says that, in the long ago, the
kingship and the sentiment of royalty to the reigning house
was depended upon to knit a people together into a nation; and
in“thiat early day it was the king who parcelled out the land.

However, when rent becomes a determining factor in the life
of a people ,the title-holders begin to assert themselves. Then
_popylar_ loyalty to a king become a hindrance to them.

iExperience shews that, as long as they control publicity,
they can rule more safely, more effectiveiy and much easler
in a republic than when hampered by the trappings of royaity.
. But, when people find withiout understending why that the-
republic is a disappointment, there arises a demand that the’
coyni}ry dispense with still more of the trappings of the past.

This demand, first appeaving as liberakism or progresivism,
and laﬁer as gocialism, becomes gradually iore radical.

_At first, the title-nolders humor this sentiment, hoping to
direect arid controi it.

But as disappointment follows disappointment, people be-
come possessed with a feeling of frustration and are more and
more tempted to give up all efforts to solve their problem by
the orderly processes of the law and begin to see virtue in the
policy of direct action recommended by the Communists.

_ Because they know no other way, of solving their problem,
it comes Ep_b_out that the move consciencious they are and the
more considerate they are of others, the more likely they are
to become direct actionists on the theory that the moral law
;;sl e% _It;;gher law than the statues and that the end justifies the

Men sirike against the government, bluntly refusing to work,
even for the government; and we here what? ¥rom good peo-
géea;iln}ti pel;)iple zr:: lgosigti&ns 05 leadership comes the comment:

| you blame them? ‘ouldn’t you th i i
hag suffered as they have?” you do the same thing, 1fly.0u
such pecpie are not disloyal; but, not knowing the answer
th:i:y adopt the Communist iine in sheer helplessgiss. ’

I'his ignorance is the ideal culture for Communism.

(Leaflet Nb. 225.) Ty
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What Is at Stake

" Printed by The Forum, Stoeckon 20, Califernia, for ‘free distribution

No question cbncerni_ng mem's social relations has ever been

‘raised upon which more is staked than is staked upon mern’s

reaction to the series of books of which this is one. Never in
any language nor any age has another question been raised so
vital to s6 many men in so many ways as this. To understand
what is involved, one must bear in mind the following facts:

1. To be worth having. freedom must be exercisable in the
field of our mersonal relations—those involving our own
persons and our relations with other persons:

9. It is right that men should be held to account for their

use of that freedom. , :

3. If justice is to prevail, men must be judged in that mat-
ter under a law which takes into account the differences
in men-—that is, the differences in their background, in
their up-bringing, their education, their training and the
experience they have had; for it is possible that of two
men who commit the same act at the same time and
place, one should be judged guilty the other innocent.

4, The moral law is such a law. 7

5. If the proper freedom of each man is to be protected
against the misuse by other men of the freedom they
enjoy, all matters vital to all men must be controlled by
‘a law which is unchanging and unchangeable; so that all
men may depend upon the sequence of events in that
field and be able not only to plan their affairs in that
field with complete confidence in the results, but may
know that, so long as they abide by that law. neither
men nor governments can invade their rights:

6. Natural law is such a law. :

7. This means that the affairs of men must, if we are to be
free and to enjoy the blessings of stable government, be
so organized that— : .

The individual will be under the moral law.
 Society will be under natural law.

8.. This is exactly the condition in which we find ourselves
with respect {o all matters in the recognized sciences—
physics, chemistry, botany, physiology, geology, ete.

9. What is taught in these pages is that this dual system,
known to exist elsewhere in nature, exisis in the social
field, also. : _

10. The teaching of this book, although it may strike you as
strange and difficult—and even fantastie—is as simpie
as that!

{Leaflet No. 226.) ' )
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Beecause we knc_Jw that the individual is under the moral law
and that society is an aggregation of individuals, we have as-
sumed that society is also under the moral law and that so-
cial probiems are moral problems. '

_We have, therefore, acquired ‘the habit of explaining the so-
cial ills we suffer as the result of the misconduct of men—of
other men, always.

“That has had six tragic consequences:

1. It has diverted our attention from the study of social
problems to the consideration of the faults of men.

2. ‘This failure to study social problems as we study our
problems in the sciences has closed to us the door to the
natural wogders of the social field, with the result that
we ha\{e worked no seientific miracles in this field and
made h_tt}e, if any, progress here; indeed, the more we

- progress in the arts and sciences, the worse does our so-
cial plight appear to be. i

3. Because we explain our social ills as we do and think
that to ¢correct them we must reform men, or failing to
refo_r_xp them we must restrain them, we hHave become
chronic meddlers—meddling politically as individuals
fgled ?y proxy through the instrumentality of the goveru-

nt.

4. Because we have ignored the study of social cause and
effect and devofed ourselves to social planning, while
lgnoring the cause of our difficulties; we drift unchecked
deeper and deeper into social chaos.
be morally right as voters, we have moved step by step

5. Because we look upon social problems as moral problems
and try to restrain the misconduet on which we blame
our social ills, we have used the government as a means
of restraining these men; and, then when our restraint
fgnis, we become more and more strict, gradually set-
tI_ng' up a dictatorship—until, now, we find ourselves the
victims of machinery set up to restrain other men.

6. No matter what their name or purpose—whether they be
labor unions, trade organizations, political machines or
civic reform groups, the result is the same; namely, we
drift deeper into Communism and so approach the com-
plete destruetion of the freedom we set out to protect.

(Leaflet No. 227.)
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Harmony, Secret of

Man is a gregarious creature dnd that means he is instine-
tively social and co-operative,

It cannot be true, as currently taught, that man has anti-
social traits which must be restrained; nor ¢an it be true that
men “must learn” to live together. They live in colonies in-
stinctively, as do the ants; and they would live harmoniously
and co-operatively, if there were no interference with instinct.

Then what is wrong?

Suppose an populated area, any area, divided by a river or
chain of mountains, or by a sea. , _ :

Anything which helps or tends to help any one on €ither side
of that barrier who depends upon wages, helps or tends to help
every one on both sides who also depends upon wages.

The same is true of interest. -

If the people on both sides of that barrier were denied rent
and limited to wages and interest, they could unite enthusiasti-
cally in « joint eifort to put over any program which had in it
o prosiise of promoting the general welfare; for there would
be nothing to divide them. '

But, if these people were permitted to claim the rent they
might collect and to keep as much of it as possible they would
begin plotting and organizing and playing pelitics to control
conditions affecting rent where they did the collecting.

. For, if by any chance, a city on one side of that river, or that
or lake, mountain chain or sed becomes the center of trade.
the rent-collectors there wax rich at the expense of all the
the people on both sides who trade there, either directly or in-
directly. S

And how they will scheme and plot and fight to get control
of the trade routes! ’

For evidence, consider our Stockton’s fight for a sea port;
and California’s present interest in the Orient; and Britain's
interest in her Mediterranean life-line; and Russia’s interest in
the Dardenelles and Trieste and Manchuria.

To accomplish this, they would seek to route the highways
their way, to get favorable tariffs voted, to negotiate reciproc-
jty treaties and favorable monetary agreements and to build up
a strong navy and establish naval bases at strategic points
overseas; then, if this were not enough, they would draft the
boys and accomplish their purpose by foree of arms.

To do this, they have to control publicity and so see that
no civic leader, nor any leader in the churches, in education, in
journalism or on the air given aid or comfort to men who ask
embarrassing questions.

{Leaflet No. 238.)
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The generally-accepted views upon the following subjects
are on their way out. If you are old-fashioned on any of the
following matters, this bock will change your views—unless
you can refute its argument: '

War ) The Income Tax

Tariffs Tenure of Office
Pensions b Crooked Politics
Nepotism o . Publiec Ownership
Politicians ' The Gasoline Tax
Mornopolies The Need for Taxes
City Zoning Self-liguidating Projects

The Social Security Tax
The Business License Tax
The Co-operative Movement
The Internal Revenue Taxes

“Land Value”
Luxury Taxes
Race Relations
Labor Relations

The Need for Anti-usury Laws

Chain Stores and Chain Banks

The Need for Minimum-wage Laws

The Motorist’s Driver's License Fee

The Need for a Chamber of Commerce

The Highway Tonnage Tax on Trucks

Economy in Government Expenditures

The Employment of Non-residents by a City

The Need for Government Regulation of Business

The Three Fields of Human Interest

1. The field controlled by natural law, in which men and governments
. are powerless.—except to study Nature's plan. .
2. The field of personal interests, where it would be undemocratic for
a government to interfere, even by the democratic method.
3. The comparatively small field in which lie those of our interesis
which are not in Field 1 or Field 2. This is 'the only field in which
. any government has any business to interfere. S
Since many of the interests of Field 3, would naturally be turned over
to specialists, there is really very little for any government to do in a
country where the people are wise enough to accept econdmics as a science
as exact as any science.

(Leaflet No. 228.) C S
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[ow Men Can Agree
Printed for free distribution by The Forum, Stockiton 30, California

Today (Monday, May 20), the Washington despatches relate
that Members of the American delegations to the international
conferences abroad at which it was hoped agreements could
be reached concerning the necessary postwar settlements are
frankly pessimistic regarding the possibility that the nations
represented can reach an agreement. _

And we are told war is spreading in Iran and Manchuria.

This will not surprise those who have read this book under-
standingly.

Things equal to the same thing are equal to each oiher.

Men whose opinions are in line with the same fixed stand-
ards of truth are in agreement.

The only standards of truth which are fixed even beyond
misinterpreation and which are accepted the world over are
‘the standards fixed by natural law.

The peoples of all climes, religions and races accept those "
standards: and they agree on all matters which are referred to
those standards for checking. _ 7

Accordingly, they agree in physics, chemistry, botany, phys-
jology, asironaniy, geology and ail other systems or iruth
based unon the unchanging and unchangeable laws of nature.

When men aceept economics as a sclence as exact as any
seience and check and correct their opinions in the social field
by the natural laws of the social field, they will agree.

Then, but not tiil then, will we have world-wide peace.

In those fields in which truth is determined by checking our
opinions by the standards of Natural law, there are no differ-
ences between ourselves and the British—nor any, even, be-
tween ourselves and the Russians, nor the Germans, nor the
Japanese. The ntmost harmony exists throughout the world,
with respect to such matters. Qur differences arise in fields
where we have niot {or do not accept) the guidance of Nature.

o nt o vipa aak s el i A (e .
Labor: Any human effort, regardless of the purpose or
resuit.

Wages: Any return from an investment of labor.

Wedalth: Any natural product modified by Labor to better
meet the needs of men. ]

Capital: Any wealth which is devoted to the enrichment
of the owner. ' . .

Interest: Any return from an investment of capital.

Naturel Law: That phenomenon in nature by virtue of
which like causes always produce like effects.

{Leaflet No. 229.)
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They're Still Plotting!

_Printed for free distribution by The Forum, Stockton 30, California

The most of us live on wages; but a considerable number
live on interest; only a few live on what we call ground-rexnt,
or economic rent—ihat is, on what is paid for the advantages
of a location (over and above what is paid for the building).

Naturally, they want rent up, and the faxes on land titles
down, that they may keep for themselves more of the rent.

These few have for themselves only what is left of the gross
rent after the payment of the taxes on the land title. This is
not often enough to support a man; this is why comparatively
Tew people live this way.

To get rent up, they encourage peaple {0 spend money in the
district where they collect rent—rthis is why they want us 1o
maintain a chamber of commerce to get new payrolls in here.

They also encourage the lavish spending of tax funds in the
district, providing the money is not raised by taxing land titles.

- To get public money spent in the district and at the same
time keep taxes on land titles down, they shift as much of
the bill as possible to the State of California or the fedecal gov-
ernment, neither of which toxes land titles.

Land titles are in this way exempt from highway taxes.

And rrom much of the schiool biii.

“And from most of the pension bill.

Amnd all of the social security bill.

There are numerous schemes which shift taxes from land ti-
titles to our cost of living; but new ones are still being in-
vented. Below is a partial list of these devices: )

- Toll-roads. - Internal revenue taxes.
Toll-bridges. The federal luxury tax.
The income tax, The tax on freight bills.
The gasoline tax. The business license tax.

State aid to local schools.

The tax on our express bills.
Federal aid to local schools.

The tax on passenger tickets,

The social security tax. The rental charge for sewers.

The parking meter tax. - The takes on amusement tickets.
State or federal bonus payments to help business.

The tax on telephone and other public utility bills.

Making public offices self-supporting by charging fees.

Federal or State loans at interest rates lower than the market.
Self-liquidating projects—that is, projects which pay for themselves,
War taxes: for land iitles are noi taxed fo finance our wars, no matter

The inheritance tax.
Municipal ownership.
The general sales tax.
The truck tonnage tax.

(Leaflet No. 23]).
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'here George Failed

‘Prizited for freé distribution by The Forurn; Stockton 30, Califoriia

Any who read this so inattentively as to think this is Single
Tax, ¥niss the point entirely. So far as the author knows_,jhi?
book is not iike any other book in any language—except, o
course, other books of this series. Be they- good, bad or indif-
ferent, the books of this series (The Secret, Why?, The Plan,
The a-b-¢ of Business Common Sense, Instinct as Guide in the
Social Field) pioneer an entirely new field. -

Henry George, the patron saint if the Single Taxers, made in
the two pages of Chapter vii of Book Il of Progress and Pov-
erty the greatest single contributicn to the c&lj_turg and_ prog:
ress of mankind that had been made up to that time (1879},
yet he not only missed the key to the solution of s-0c1al prq-b-
lems, but excepting only the last page of Chapter xIX of Sg Al
Problems, he misled his readers by teaching the falsity that
social problems are moral problems. (See the last fou?:r hne_s of
Socigl Problems.) That false teaching diverts attention form
our problems to the faults of men and leads on to strife.

Te failed to see that the moral (and spiritval) law is limited
to the individual life; and that, if society is to have any stali_aj_l-
ity, soeial conditions must be controlled by a law with which
which neither men hor governmeérts can meddle—that 1s, by
natural low.

" Besides correcting them on that point, this book .s_ee'k;s' to Cf}r-
rect George and the Single Taxers upon the following points:

They teach that rent is paid for land, or the use of land:
it teaches that rent is in n¢ way related to land.

They teach that land has value; it teaches that the value
they have in mind is the value of a privilege we mistak-
enly allow the holders of title to land.

They teach that land is mistakenly held as private prop-
erty; it teaches that land is not a labor product and so 1s
not wealth and cannot be property.

They teach that laws should be passed to enable the nub-
lic to recover the rent misanvropriated by title-hollevs;
it teaches that rent is a debt owing by the title-ho'der
to the public and that it is. like anv other debt, colk,:f’i_l-
ble, now: under the law as it is and that we nzed for this
purpose no constitutional amendment. no new law ot
any new legal machinery—that it is enough to teach
people what rent is and that it belongs to them.
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The term narrow-minded is defined by the dictionary as re-

ferring to a contracted mental scope—-that is, it is a state of-

mind which fails (or refuses) fo take a broad view of matters
and is content with one’s own less comprehensive view.

The reader will find this definition helpful in considering the
contention set forth in these pages that those who look upon
social problems as motal problems can never agree; that, in
fact, the more conscientious they are, the less the chance that
such men can agree upon social issues.

Even these men can agree upon issues in the flelds of the
recognized sciences, such as physies, chemistry, botany, ete.;
because there they have accepted standards in nature, outside
of themselves and observable by all those interested, by which
they check and correct opinions. And, because things equal
to the same thing are equal to each other, opinions which are
in agreement with the same siandard of truth are in agree-
ment with each other.

" But men who view social problems as problems in morals
and seek to solve them by an appeal to the moral law have no
such standard of truth outside themselves: by which to check
and corvect their opinions. :

Such men judge social issues by the moral law; and, in that
process each is guided by his conscience.

The court of the conscience sits it the inner chamber of the
soul—completely secluded from the public. No one else can
observe the process by which a man’s conscience arrives at its
judgment. ’

‘iThe court of the conscience is closed to the public.

_ All witnesses but the man himself and all evidence but his
Is exciuded. 1his is a true star-chamber proceeding,

And upon this narrow view of the matter, the case is decided.

'1_‘hls is proper enough, if the case at the bar is a maitter
which concerns only the private interests of the owner of the
Constienice, li othess are wvolved, it may be unfortunate.

The result is likely to be tragie, if vital interests of the public
are involved, such as the issue of social justice, of honest poli-
tics and war.

When vital pubilc interests are involved, it is necessary that
the uroadest possivie view be taken of the matter; indeed, no
man is capable of taking into consideration all the interests of
all the peopie who will be affected and capable of considering
all the angles of these countless interests.

Only Nature is that broad-minded.
(Leaflet No. 233.)
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It is easier to work with human nature than to oppose it.

Human plans for solving our social
probiems will work, 1F— ‘

if enough men have a sufficiently keen
sense of right and justice.

and

IF you can command the publicity nec-
essary to reach them.
and

IF you can get their attention.
and

IF you can convince them something
should be done to right the situation.
and ’ .

IF encugh of them are willing te do
something to correct the situation.
and

I¥ they will work with you.
and

IF they will accept your plan,
and

IF you can finance the plan.
and

If encugh people will work hard enough

and long enough.

and

IF you really know what is wrong and
how te correct it and your plan for
this correction is practical.

[
On the other hand, the plan put

forward here is self-enforeing.™

As we are dealing here with instinctive

and, therefore, with unstudied reac--

tions to envronment, no dssue of
right or justice is involved; this is a
problem in natural law.

As this is a matter of self-preservation,
paLliCiey (5 Winecesary.

In such matters, the attention is always
instinctively alerted.

Because of their need, they are aiready
aware . that something must be dotie:

As all men haveé this instinct, all men
will respond-—and the the effort will
be unanimous.

They decide what is to be done and how
it is to be done and when; you are in
no way involved,

They will do whatever is done and do
it the way they think best; No time
wiil be lost to us debating plans.

The preject, whatever it may be is
their own and they will finance it.

Singée they are prompted by the instinct
to save themsélves, they will do their
very best Instinctively—as Jong as
there there is life in them.

As this Is ‘a matter of instinct, there is
nothing to fearn. The only dguestion
invoived is whether Nature knows,
whether she has provided for this

. particular one of her species and

- whether she can be frusted.

*(ollectors of rent {sometimes called ground-rent) can protect their rent-interests
only by meddling in the affairs of others. On the other hand, anything which raises
wages or interest for one man anywhere,. rajses or tends to raise, wages and in-
terest for everyone, everywhere. Men dependent upon wages and interest have iden-
tical interests; they are selfishly harmonious and co-operative.

(Leaflet Nb. 234.)
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Without “peeking,” see if you can tell who wrote the quota-
tion below. You will be quick to notice that it concerns the
s.tzject with which the United Nations is wrestling. Can you
identify the author? Does it sound like Churchill, FDR, Atlee,
Byrnes? Who do you think wrote it? Here it is; read carefuly,

“Mote the reference to affection and fidelity. The author saw
clearly the woild’s need; but he could not think of the problem
as a problem in naturia law, with which affection, fidelity, hon-
esty, toleranee, generosity, kindliness, and public spirit are in
no way fhvolved.

He did not dream that it is possible, as taught in these pages,
to solve the problem he had in mind and bring about the happy
conditions he described regoardless of the personal virtues of
men.

He did not see that, even if men were meanly selfish, con-

ditions could be set up under which men would, for the selfish

purpose of making o living, bridle their harted and ACT like
good neighbors and good citizeng, in spite of their meanness!

The age in which we live should be distinguished by
some glorious enterprise, that those who have been so
iong oppressed may, in some period of their lives, know
what it is to be happy. This unfortunate generation has
already paid its just tribute to misery. What calamities
has it not suffered? Many have perished in the bosom of
their countr; others obliged to wander with their wives
and children through inhospitable lands.

Let the leaders contrive to put an end to our present
troubies. The treaties of peace are insufficient for their
purpose; they may retard, but cannot prevent our misfor-
tunes. We stand in need of some durable plan, which will
forever put an end to our hostilities, and unite us by last-
ing ties of mutual affection and fidelity.*

This is a quotation for the Panygerics, written by Isocrates
who lived in the fifth centure Before Christ. It shows that, so
far as our progress in the social field is concerned, we have
made no headway in nearly twenty-five centuries and stond
today right where we stood in the time of Isocrates!

Indeed, it is almost certain that a reader who did not know
the crigin of these lines would think they were written this
year and refer to the postwar problem with which the United
Nations Organization is now struggling.

Could theré be any more dramatic proof that it is time that
we try a new approach to our social problems?

(Leaflet No. 235.)
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