


WY 1 CAY

sesotal history
nrior to leaving
business In

P take the liberiy of pres Ca chapier of y
and of my efforts to igform myselt aboot the
mry former domicile, 3 few years ago | was engag
Seattie, Wash., I was advaneing i vears and had gy
ceaselass eare and disappointmenis of business Hie, m;él theugh §had
nol acouired a competency, 1 decided o retire. My mdind sceught some
quiei spet where a small incoms, moderate smployment and congenial
assoviations would enable e Lo pass my decliniag ¥ ce and
comfort. From fis inception ! imu known of Fairhope, and had heard
af it at iptevvals theroattor.,  Fov v my thoughls had tarped
toward the colony and duving i 1
hops Courter, T owas aware that g
prominent disciples approved the colony
ipg hig theory and thal very fow, 1€ any, of thewm endovsed i
exporiment. I koew, Durthermore, that pol one public i1 of ¢
tax sympathies had vielded ils approvsl or support, AL the same timg,
1 ohrerved that the colony had survived for ten years and the oolamns
of the Courier indicaied geowth and prosporiiy, T had slways boen
most agrecably impresssd by lhe persenal characterisiios of singte
taxers., During wmany vears which 1 bad bargely devoied to lraveling
and Jectaring s behalf of the i s tax, §ohad fotund fthem to be of
gaperior infelligenee, pencenble and tolerant, readily moved 1o enthusi-
v oknit togethaer Iy endesvors Lo make
it known and secure s adepiion.  Guite naturadl sumed that
Fairhope was made up of just such material and this racied me ihe
mare,  As I eonid not aiford s mistake 1 peoe ad cautionsly snd for
monihs corresponded with many persons, incloding {h r of the
eolony.  Though nol flly vaded, | final w Lo extend my
ipvestigations 1o the spol. For severat weeks after my arrvival T ore-
mained in doubl, but at last, when 1 vecalied ihe keen compotition and
jnadequale refurns elsewhere, 1 deeided to stay. At thal period, build-
ing was active, apd haomer and s w heard on cry band whers
now gilence reigng. 1 was inducod te believe that a demand for oot
tages and conseguent high ronis
able, and accordingly 1 ecected §¢ l ho
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WHY T D NOT JGIN TEHE CORPORATION,

Wihen 1 decided fo remain 1 fally intended 1o ioin the corporation
which gwans the land and roles the colony, bul I postponed my applics-
tion hecanse | nesded the hundrod deliar fee. As all membership
feos arve understoond to be devoted o the purchase of additional acreage
and nong was then nseded, the delay seemed jostified, Today 1 have
exoetlent sres for helleving that ooy application would oot be wel-
e Beeiuse having the audacity to oblect to an impraciicable plan
and an unsmendable constitotion, 1 had becowns Vpersond non grata.™
The lack of confidencs lo thelr owp cange is made evident by the man-
agement’s  Intolerance  of  eriticlsm and their habitval  sabsiifo-
tion  of  personal  ahuse  for  argomeni  when  veplyving 1o theiy
erities, A pormmon repdy is the  taanid, repested with par
rob-like monotony, “Well, von know all abogt the golony befors you
cagre,” whict, as § have trisd to show, is impossible with the means
availabie, and seems Lo b designedly so made,  Seme tiomes the
phrase is varled with “'1";“ vou 4o xl‘t like ihe way we run the colouy,
why den't you gel oat? The pank impertinence of sach an witerance
is made manifest by the diffioslty, i not lnpossibitity, of selling with-
ot great sacrifice, huprove ot corporation land, When fhere Iz
further consideved the fact that men who bave labored and serimped
Tor years to provide a bhome for their familics cannot Hegbtly saerifice
or abandon thair property, 8% many have done, and start agaio in 8 new
amd pntried loealily-—ihe heartls meanness of such language is pain-
fully apparest. The sole respouse thal fhe helpless colenist can offer
is Had 1 kab koown the troath I owoenldd assuredly not have come to
Fairiope.”  The single iavers alope who have been Tured indo coming
and who have it or favs annd, subsequently, were compeallad ic
save bhecause unable o exist aid have trebled the gresent popula-
tio had they remained.
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T FTORY AND THE PLAN.
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of the Sipgle Tax in the constifoiion of  either  organization.
The orfginal scheme or plan embodied a number of the Spcialistic ov
sembsocialistie theories and doctrines ai thal flme advocated by the
Populist party, In which some of the Jouaders of the polony wers Emd—
erw, or st least very astive. T wag only after ihe Ahumlunmwm
these and ceriain co-nparaitlve experiments, that the titie ;
was adopied, beczuse H o seemed to bo the only theory ihal might be
made fo work. I propose to make plain the irhops  colomny
plan is very tar indead fvom being sn application of the Singla Tax, or
in any way or degres a demonstvation of the economie philosophy of
Henry Oenege,

That olear headed, praciieal thinker proposed, as a far reaching
measure of social and economic reform, the gradual abolition of every
form of taxation and 1 substitution ol a Single Pax upon the value
of land, regardls of nee.  In other words, o take ground rent as the
aole source of public revenue. In order {o avoid friction and ihe dis
tnrhance of buginess interests, he propossd Lo utilize ihe existing and
familiar machinery of faxation $o colloet ground vent. Titles to land
would remain, as al presend, in the hands of owners with fall power
te sell and begueath. Mr. Ceorge not only did nol counienance the
Socialist plan of iand naticnalizetion, or govermnmental handlordism,
involving the leasing of siktes, as iy the case in Pairbope, bud he dis-
tinetly and emphatically epposed i, The veform which he vieatod
was intended to alfeci only the so-valled “incidence” of taxaiion and o
jnduce ceriain social consequences which woul CTEASE WAEes, Tender
eapiial mors profitable and geperally vaize the standard of human
eomfort.

In Janoarr, 1884, a small party setiled upon a tract of 140 acres
ot Mobile Bay, Alabaiua, which had been purchased with membership
fees,  Additional land has since been acquired through gifis of syvin-
pathizers, including 2,200 acres presented by Mro Joseph Fels, The
possessions of the corporation noew ageregale about 4 000 acres, No
tand is sold, but sites are leased by lot or acrs for 99 years, subject
3 an annnal grovad rent fixed each yesr by the corporation alone,
The lease provides, however, that thig rent sbsll be based upon tho
value (manifestly selling vaiue) of the land. BEvidentl L stinuiation
wag inserted to establish a basiz Tor estimating i‘onmls and Tor the as-
suranecs and pro ion of the ifonani. Ne
method of ascertaining land values hag ever been adopied, and indeed,
many claim that none is feasible hecanse of the entire absence of com-
petition for sites. New <omers n aceant the rental alvesdy de
minad, and thence forward must abide by the 4 D the covpora-
tion as final and withouwi appeal. Onoe o yveur the lessess are gracions
Iy imvited to submit complaints and objections, which the corporak
may wholly disregard, and the tenast must perforee submil

artheless, no  adeguale
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y GETISSBENG QONTEST.
AL a cectain period each yepre the
sing matol In o which they arbityarily
reterenco to the demands of sa
tiy ooniend that the rentsl value of land can be
mined only by the competition in an open market of the i
degire to rent land, Nowhare fofairhope is such puraly
sidged  action ag 1o centals oy Enown  or
aied. Fainre renis, even  one alwas
and occunants are copstanltly apprehensive of ap afdvance, while ve
fow ouistdars will lease jandg thai riect Lo such nnususl {
and dneqaitable conditions,  As an insvilable vesglt 5
constant and universal and growih is severely of i
of paternalism was never anlicips by ithe fathey of 1he §

y which, indeed, 11 1s legs r¢ ad than o Booialisw.
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The cems of the oorporalion, apart from gifts, avises wholly
from ground renits which, i 1207, are estimated st aboot 32,600, of
wideh fotal over opshalf (abour §1,
taxes.  Of the remaining $3 .
in 16GE, and {or g and u?i;{*:! E ;
gorks most of the balance, Nothing then vemalns
the treas ;
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E lgey and
ded public work, To he COrROra-
ald 1o concede that, for the pregent, the rent ly Tims heen
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corporation is so poor ded pablic work st be dono, at ali,
Wy ouneaid volunteer labor, ov the measns must be provided by b i
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YRHE PROVPLE CANNGT BE TRUSTHEIL”

Thaeve now lve permanentty on corperation land aboul 250 voenuie,
The entive voting power vesbdes in the resident wmemberyg of the corpor-
ating and their wives, the atter voiing merely by vivine of the marital
relationship, aud th ars consiiiuts
entire pomtaiion.  BHecenily, in vesponse o repeated demands for o

all inld, barely ansdenih of the
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more demoaratic form of governmeni, the council app inted p commit-
to dvaft ce congtitutional amendments which w sihmified
to 8 meating of the corporation. Withont debate, and very sholtly after
ithe mesting was opened, the amended oo wiion was lald upen the
table by the pallry voie of 7 to 3, four In the affirmative being by wo-
men, who vote only by couriesy.  Procisely, as in ordiuary ward oag
suses, the “management” had forsdoomsd their own bantling, notwith-
standing thelr pricr affeciation of friendly coboern. The sols explana-
tign of this treacherous and contempivous parformance was offered
by the seoretary, who publicly deciared thai “the people cannot bhe
trusted” OFf a total list of 135 lessees, he declared that only 45, in.
cluding the doubiful ones, were single taxers. His giatement wag ook
servitive, for there are in fact scarcely 35 Bingle Tax lessees, and of
thase the majerity are kKoown to be opposed fo corporation policles. So
Tttle of a Singls Tax community is Fairhope, so far as concerns its peo-
ple, the Socialists gndoubtedly suinumber Single Tazers, A 8017y oul
truly, of & “demonsiration”™ that has covered more than a dozen
voars. Aund, finally, after years of agitation, the canstiiniion remains
unaltersd snd povernment by landlord survives.

GOVERNMENT BY LANDLORD.

Ta shed light upon this contention thai “the people cannot e
trusted,” I beg to present a few of the transaciions of the corporaticn
in order to suggest & comparison.

Tn 1901 2 printed appesl was mailed o Single Tazers throaghout
the country seliciting money with which to build & steamboal. As an
inducement, the cireular urged thai the investment would be “perfestly
safe” DBecanse the vessel wonld be kept “fully insured”, Thig guaranise
was meorporated in a dsed of irust signed by the Association and by
wr. ¥ B. Gaston, secreiary of the Association, as irusiee for the sab-
geribers.  The money came and the boat was puill and was eperatad
until Movember, 1995, when she was tolally desiroyed by fire. Then
it transpired that not one deliar of insurance had ever been carried,
and ihuos the confiding subscribars logt every peuny of thelr “gafe” in-

vestment. The hull, which was buil in Fairhope by amateurs, quickly -

decaved, and the machinery deleriorated so ranidly that the vesssl
had to be completely reconstructed n Mobile. Thers is still owing 1o
the firm which did the work over §5.000, payment of which was shirked
by the corporation, which took refug sehind a siatute which confines
tahility for repairg to the vessel itself in the absence of a3 special
sgreement.  The creditors malulain {hat they trusted the corpovatiod
pecause of the assurance which wag given them by ¥ secrelayy thal
Mr. Joseph Fels would guaranies the paymeni of their aceount, bul Mr
Yeis digclaims responsibility and refuses fo be nownd.  The corpoeration
awns abandant assets, but s1ill this just indebtedness remaing unpaid.
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thoughi ic have worked irreparabie Injury lo ihe
ihe prineip

Fhis repudiation is
credit of the eorporation in Mobile, and It even places
which L pr i 1o represant, in bad odor there.

in 1805, : were induced by the corporation to subseribe o

£

& fund io build a pumping plant at a4 gusranieed estimeic of eosl
When completed, the actual cutlay alinost doubled this estimate and 2

dobt of nearle $2,000 was incwrred, which remains due and wnpaid, 1t
is no consolation o the sal g & that they capnol vole
upon the management of thiz pubiic wiility which thel
Duils,

A elevhons systemm was ingtalled 3t a2 cost of aearly $806, which
was paid for out of ground vents. The system never had 20 connes-
tions, and the service was wretched. 11 was pul oul of commission Iy
a stortn, and the corporabion, having no funds, handed the plant ovey
1o a regular telephone compuny, which charges for servise.

ey har

THSSHES CANNOT BORRBEOW OR BELL.

FThe anomalous mixture of governmont and landlordism which dis
tinguishes Fairhope land tenures, the lighi soil, the lack of manw
factuving indasiriss, the undemecratic administration and  inzation
withent representation—ihose combive to fomeni discontent, which i
ali bui universal, and which would require very Hitle provocation to
cause it to burst into open revolt. There iz oue noleworthy, and o
the lessess most deplorable eifeet of Thig bongling and lis conssgusnt
dimgengions and discord. The ouigide public will nol loan mopsy on
Fairhope improvements and real estate msn Geoline o undertaks theiy
sale. The corporation and s plan are looked wpon by them as incom-
petent and impracticabis, and ihe visk as exiva bhazsrdous Can such an
extrn ordinary siiuation be paralieled anywhere?

A MODHEL OF INEFFICTENCY.

rhe affairs of the sorporation, and, through g wserpsiien of aw-
thority, of the communi are administersd by an =lecied exscuilive
council of five, which conspiewously fails to be represenisiive of the
intelligence and business efficiency of the population. The [aotion of
the corporation which is now in conirol appears o embrace sc 1T
spitahle material for office that o sudden vacaney in the council almost
creates 2 panic and leaves a gap ithat is difficell and embarvassing o
fi1 811 another coricus fegiure of this so-called Single Tax demon-
stration iz thai neiiber the corporation nor ifs coupncii i composed
wholly of Single Taxers.

in ite eniire 12 voars fow, i any. converis o ihe Single Tax are
Ynown o have besn mads, even within the colony, and no
of any nature iz condus in Mobils the remayk is frequently heard
that it Fairhope shows whatl the Single Tax can do, the speaker wanis

7




nong of i Nob only does the oplony offer bhur the merest L
ne, Hut i really serves ag an obstacls to i
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ings promisad by Henvy (_x(‘(}i“’,\j arg (o evidenss, Specuiation in 1
ts abolished, H s Irus, on corporation land, bud o 0o greater oxlent
lsewhere that is ad not enid,
slation in land is rife and values have
axcapt among the very few
Hinplorment I8 80
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ther places,  And, most fadal of aib shorp comings,
corporation, 4 A E
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Pressing want {8 the rude in Faivhope
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rot ong tax burden has been abolished., T1
true, assamse the Siale and
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v

s of ity
¥, bul it mast be i){'s:""s* in ping that the
tenants themselves v from their ground venis the me
ment,  Were each to opay his own faxes, ém would eithe
Tess rent ar bhe meghit enjoy s larger weasure of public service,

A& DELUDKD PHILANTHRGEIST.

The wunificent financial conirvibations of Mr. Jos
trnistio objed
ous Toring, he is reporied o have i1
Iogreatly fear, however, that these lavi
fruit as w friendsd,  His donation
timed and annsees v, and is z-u:i,u;z,él; g burden ap
Three-fourths of all the land of

splayy an earaest desive (0 !l{--‘!;) Tiig felic
00 i ]
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acras way ecorialal:
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oecupied and vields oo inceana, | ra not ascape ithe and
{oun tax assessor. The oeoans o other fourth b

o thig Bitle land our
to that exiend, .
hope are falling baony
wonld bo g ne
 oveally the s
and seeplus growng
fund to iake advantage
aoeded,

To an ebservant and disinierssted mind, conversant with the Pair
hops situation, it muast appear Inexplicabls apd slmost amaziog st &
man of the business shrewdness and financiad sagacity of Mr. e
should persist in “pouring water inig 25 bBe actuaily dos
through his continned gifls o a and hops
taking., One capool besip wonderdy nowhat misles g influonce he
has vielded or subinitled an otherwise acute and ordinavily selfpeliani
inteliect

A responsible parvty offersd to pay fovr the peivilege of “turpentin.
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AN OLIGARCHY OF TWwWO.

1, the general policy

zoaeis of the asecuiive coung ,
shiad] and guided, i 2ot actuslly

s corporation, appear o be
4, by two in aly, peither of whom, strange Lo relate, aupenrs
o the rent roll as a Fhe g of the 1, whe iy
ox-oficio lhewise clord & pounei!, has beld b 3Tfice f:{.ml,iimmls—
sinee the setidement,  He is also editor and
ourier, and from the LW otonpations he
ives the bulk of income,  Fe has been lberally asgsisied
'wxi!}' prasumably by Fels, and iz nol apl o counisnance any
mie h he fears his hensfach E net approve,  His edi-
torial habiv fo Chent with the Loam- caad van with the hare” when-
eyer o changoe of poley g in the wind, DBepostodly o has o i Lo
farvor reforms which werve subseguently squelched, apparenily with hig
copnivancs, bub oerialnly wiihoot his oblecticn or proke B0 oom-
mon Das this s his peactics that 1208 now 2xpoects Fer BT
innovalion is sug which he pretends 1o soprove, ihat he wili
witimatety try 1o felng the one constanily aciive mapn in
corporation alfairs # have
learned to lean wpon L, the
preramid has been placed upon s
stoy wpon their ba
A careful re
Inter revelations

{dirs

pablisher of {he
finan-

agure whic m

official porrs
dm, he being notbing loth, until, st Ias
apex.  Democrail

spondanl, his associs

is always

by one who, io the Hehi of
pCived i'."r‘mr'z that

of the Courier #los
recalis The sarlisy lnpe
jourpal, dlscloses ihe unpalatabie facl hat a trothiol picters of Fai
hope is not o be fTound in s eolumns o would be reloctant to seonse
the  editor of wHful  mizrepresentation, or intentional  deece
Meoveriheiess, I fecl compallad Lo say (hat were Fabrbope just an ovdis
pary land speclating sehewme, T2 teap to cateh seekevs” the identical
methaods would e adopted that chavaelerize s uiternnces.  Half

truths, thnd arve worse thapn Hes, ex Hies, suppressicn of
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information, and glogsing gver unpleasant ccourrenees, wilthoui
positively Talsifving, make it impossibls for the Intanding colonist io
loarn § truibh in sdyvasoes, o o fhe madorily of eases, aatil aiter a
pogide i any afhis, The sympathetic Single Taxer is surely
Justitied in fos that he snbitled to franker treatment and Lo maore
Brotherly consideration,

ntative of M 3’(‘>3‘>ﬁ})'i} Hels
hupra- -

Mr. H. F. Powell is the {rugled reprs
in Fatvhops, and iz preszident
ment (‘31_)1_:11_1311}: §xw wih €'~§:‘ Mr.

i ix the principal sba
iad, hul recenily a large part of
. ! us rate of aterest on
the Improvements of Ie Cand it dg veported o hold mortsages on a4
Iarge portion of such property.  These leps congtifute g perpstual
mensee to the independence of the borrowers.  This i‘{?l‘npﬁ.i‘l'}i WOW
owns the steamwer “Falrhope,” plying to Mobile, the whay! restaurant,
the pavilion, the eate, the Hvery glable, the planing mill, ii!ld., in case of
foraciosire proceedin is likely to own a large share of the cotfages.
Mr, Powel is a pushing, energatic and ambitious gentleman and nature
angd onltivation have faversd bim with o vivid and inventive imaging
tign,  His temparament is sanguing Lo a degres ihat expauvsively af-
foets his ideas and expressions Lo a degree that somelimes i extreme-
Iy giartling o sober-minded people.  While not an official of the cor
s intimale velations and influence with Mr. Fels and hig po-
of Ipans, lend him anthority
iy enjoy, i oo

poration, b
gition as controller of the one goures
which, on hig personal merit alone, be would scar
Hon in e turpentining incident is 2 cage in point.

Hopry Goeorge’s alm, and thal which egpecially aitracied hig fol
ipwers, was o encourage and esiahlish de:mczemuc freedom, bet how
ig thig possible uoder the conditicns just deseribed?  The most uneom-
piromising supporter of “ihe plan” will hardly pretend that it has so
oparated zs to culilvate that spivlt of featernal individualism which is
ihe very sound of the Single Tax, What, then, can be expected of Fair
hope under such guidance than g monstrosity thal must vepel the be-
lever in pure demourady ?

THE BRIGHTER 51D

Fintentions which, though
Myed by well measing be-

Despite thiz ueiorianate miscarrt
vague and misdirected, weve ¢
nevolence, the quesiion present e colony be proserved and
made tn serve a usefal purpose? My ans is i,hm, it can, provided
pthat the governsnent he wholly enivusied o ihe people and thal the
corporation confine itsclf to s purely legal dulies az a landlord, The
stbe of the colony i favored by nature with ceriain aataral advanis
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aavigable water with direct aceess to ¥he ocean, i1 s within
of a thriving seaboard oity and dir Op s i ca
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ready contemaiated, and can
being in opervation throveh the ecour
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With a surface elevaiod al the waler's 7 and gradeally riging
inland, and a loosge, open soll, peripel drainags
ne standing waler, no omslaria aond few ingect pesis.  Undike the Pa.
cific coast, the winters are dry and ordinary tempovatures mild apd
equable,  The summers are jomnyg bul the heail dees noi enervais and
g usnaliv femp the Guif breerzs, while the nighis are general
cack and sleer GQuite w muanber of Mobile Tamilisg regalarty
spend the summer months in Pairbops, and wi 'iw sees visitors to this
eastern shore from the North, Novihwest and i Mididie and
fnstern States. Many persons have axprossed vt hild eod-
tages and 5 congd nunher hay y leage aites
which they atterwards swerendered withont boallding becasase they de-
clined to place ihe Aves entirely at the mercy ol 3 landliord. Al
though some lasist on owning thelr locations, thelr soroples might poer-
haps be overcome by a Iz s method of determining rents. One prace
tieal plan would be o chooge 2 hoard of two or four assessors, one-
half of thig pumber Lo be slected by the corporation, the other hall to
he alected by the non-membear 1 Phis body 1o gelect an additional
person as  arbitrator, aud o flg the remis, sabject to app
ithe entire body of renters, Tor floal adinstment; or any ciher meiiod
vhat will secomplish the same ogoifable pueepoge. This change and
sueh other modifications of the present cast Iron plag ag cocasion may
suggest, might ativact visitors aud bome makers 1a constapily growing
agmbers, and these, in iwen, would farnish omployment 1o many
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gion in which ¥aivhope lieg 2 oan orample by which the latisey
mighi profit, even undor & Imci ing wysien. Perpetually increasing
reties From zroond renls, 8 devoted to oublic age might then be
raiion that is imposaible In the petiy, 10-
aojonrns fn Fade
hope, 2 largs propoviion of whom would redolos o get avway.
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