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"N AIRHOPE, Ala.—~The no-
tion of this town searching
Z4., for economic growth seems
about as unlikely as Donald
Tromp begging for dollars on
Broadway.

Ouhwardly, Falrhope seems {o

1ive everything, it needs. An
3 ylhc town o the eastern shore

of Mobile Bay, it is graced with. -

flawers on it§ lamp poles, elegant
title shope and the kind of small-
sown {rust that atlows its 9,000
residents to leave their doors
uriocked '

& Grewmg number of artists
and Wrzters have found a home

here, . attracted hy: the paace,,
guiet and.beauty. Retirees love
zhe plaee “The real L.A.” some
wallit, as in "Lower Alabama
To others jtis the Carmel by
the Sea of the South. At least, the
Carmel of décades ago. As Cheryl
Bell, visiting from Blrnungham

Ala., put’ it It reminds me of.
randmother I;ved i

W_her

Yet, unlikely as it seems, the
wown is struggling with a dilem-'
ma cenfering on. atiracting in-

lustry. That struggle’is becom-

g more pervasive nationwide,
5 more and more peopie seek:
Nays 10 make a 11vmg for them-

selves and their children without

1aving. % live in 2 big c1ty or
1ear heat nd&stry Ag popufa~
ion densﬁy rises, 50 does aggra~
sation with' commutmg long dis~
anees from’. pastoral “hHome

?aa fm aw aag @@@ gﬁé@

settings to jobs in mhospltable
places.

“The problem of small towns
not-having jobs for kids'is hap-
pening ta thousands of communi-
ties across the United States,”
said Kolleen Crandall, executive
vicé president of the Eastern
Shore Chamber of Commerce,

which is. leading an; effort .to’

attract mdustry here! She said
there i$ so little opportunity that
as college students graduate,
parents “are saying goodby to
their children,. and they know
they won't be back until [ihe

- f'bﬂareni are ready to rotive.”

Faxrhnnes chﬂlenge is to

_bG?vt: that pxﬂbfuu without ruin- _
ing the town, witheut turming £
into another: Hiltén Head; 5.C.— -«
-overdeveloped, long on crr;}wds :

and short on charm.
Recently, &

the: "subject,

conicerns of many: “I saw

q;Santa Barbara {Calif], destroyed_- '

.. in five years * she wrote. “Oncé’
"1t ‘goes, yau can never get it - -
_back S :

‘Fear’ anu 10at"1mg of commer-

‘cialization, condo-izing and cuti-+

fying are paipable here, even as

the town.churns toward a sum-~
‘mer_deadline on’ what_Crandall
‘calls a “comprehensxve, ‘strategict
plar”. for wooing a clean, inof-
. fensive business, such as a cor-; °
- “porate headquarters. Here noone
ihwould dream” of bvzngmg m a-

smokestack industry. .
* Those who resettled here fi o

' other phces seem the most fear-

ful., They: have ‘séen the other

side and want to hoki onto what ’

they’ve got. -

Sisie. th}'mm who moved-

commumty meet-;
ing—a combination pep rally and = ** - R
strategy session—was devoted to - from Los Aﬁéélés Tast Jime and
operates a bed and breakfast inn
a few b!ocks from the bay, said:

L warst o, see {Fairhope] grow, ..

. complete with ¢

speeches and 'a question -and- .
‘guess session. Survey forms -
...passed out to the 150 participants
.. solicited, their comments on_the .
: pmspects for economlc growth

'g_or mg to Crandall one *
WOoman;. expressed ‘the .

‘_ 'reszdent, asks

EHS

ALAN WHITMAN / For The 'l"lme

Susre Glickman meved from Los Angel‘as to run Mershon Court, ¢

4 tween a- rock and a hard place.

. You: want. to see, the place stay
- the same, but you know it has to
! grow, in order; for people to be

able to afford to stay here.!
Klttv Richmond’s. three- sons

ages 27, 25 and-22, work outside
" Fairhope, aithqugh two of theni:
live here. Richmond; an 18- ~year::
“Why should they

f={e}: somewhere else

Cto make a llvmﬁ"’

he shuddera at the thought- o
of- Fawhope becomlng a.
b tourist recea. “T don’t Wmt

my kids te be 1e<§tucted to work-

ngin the service mdustry
Whﬂe most seem to agree that

- somie E«:md ‘of clea n, moffenswe
well: paymg industry is' rieeded -
hcre, they know. that fmdmg it

: -wontbe easy.” T ;

"*Some say, that the tuwn s tax

_both jobs: g

'._bed and breakfast inn. She.is wary of changing Fairhope, Ala

P AL

' system is part of the problem

The small group- of Towans wh
seltled the area in 1894 put int
practice the single-tax. theorie

but 1 don't, want to see 1ndustry _: of Henry George, a ‘philosophe

. and economist., In. 2 single-ta
" colony: people: ‘can. buy, owr

improve and: seii homes and busi

. nesses, but not land. Today, th

Single Tax. Corp.. :
acres in Baldwm County,

. selling it. Some argue “that
* industry would want to invest I

land it cannot owiL”
During the commumty meei

Ingss officials, also s warned, tha
: competltlon is st1ff,, Each year
00 ;

' The clash of deswes—wantmg
and un_spoﬂed natura

‘the community meeung, 'a&n ana.

Iyst said that Falrhopes fack o

" railroad” service: i§ a. liability

From the back of the room cami

a sarcastic comment-i “FThat’s




