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| A Pioneer Single Tax Act
The California Irriga-
tion District Act

4 PBrier FExplanation
By I. Bupert Mazon

The primary oblect of the {ajifor-
niz  Legislaturs in enacting this
epochal Stalute i 1887 was to e
able the State 1o eonserve water
pesded for the rrigation of its arid
and semiarid valleys, and or do-
mestic purbosss by the peppls and
animals.

The othod esiabiished to &
nanos the eost of ithe necessary
storage dams, water righis and ex-
tensive system of canals and pipes
to distribute the water was origh
pally to empowsr sach digiviet o
levy and collset uniimited advalo-
rem taxes or assesgmenis on all
land and improveraenis. Bat ex-
perience with jand speculators, who
woutd neither ssll nor  improve,
firought & basic amendment io the
law in 180%, which permitted the
Districis to exempt completely from
taxation all buildings, planted irses
vineyvards, and live stock of every
kind. The istricis alresdy created
soon voted to iake advaniage of
ihis amendment, and the 1406 Ina-
fricts serving some four mijlion
acres of the richest and most at-
tractive irvigated orchards, vegsto-
ble gardens, vihsyards, eic, stc,
Jall -exempt buildings and improve:
menis of every sort from taxas io-
dday, and are all sirong supporiers
sf that system.

Thefr revennes are devived maln
iy from a2 1ax on the remtal value of
the lamd, hoth rural and  erbaz:,
1 Thug, they never take amvithing
from tha land user, As User, but
snly from what would ptherwiss go
io an owner, As Crwmer. Thers iz 1o
limit on the amouni of this renial
yalwe the Disirvict can take, nor
the number of years if san collect
a tax on thse rental vaine.

fhe purpose of this 1909 amend-
ment iz to make ceriain that those
who wopk and improve fhelr land
wili pever be reqguired ic pay MoOTE
towards the expenses of the Dis
iriel than the absentes speciflsior.

1gn

holding land of the same vaine e
and unimproved, "Thus, every land
holder ip one of these Districts i2
taxed, not according io “abilily W
pay” nor what sack produses, Tt
ondy in just proportion to the yeis
tal walue of the laad he has the
dzed to. @n this way, ihe squitable
distribution of all sarned wealil,
iz assurad.

Voting is uot resivicied to those
hoMing & titte deed tp  land, ak
ihoeugh atlempis have often Dean
mades fo gel the law - changed 50
{hat oniy  lamd  eowners  cowid
wote, That soy important staiuts,
s0 completely democratic ag ihis
one is, haz basa the obiect of ve
peated and implacable sssanlis,
without saying.

“fi iz communism awnd confises
ticn under grize of law” was ar-
goed before ithe T, 8. Suprems
Oourt s 1998 by My, Geo. . Maz
well, a3 conusal for an Hmglish es
tate with land in San Didgo Coualy.
The sweeping lenghage employed
By the Couri in approviag ihe gom
stitntionality of this séatuts iz weli
worth reading. (Fallbrook . B v
Hradley, 184 Uz 1LL

But the forces of monopoly and
privilege, with iitle desds lo vagst
holdings of lamd wers notl long fag
ed by this raling by our highest
court. There Bave been few periods
gines, when iz stoatule hos pot
fhesp under atiack, or ths atiemzpt
was nol being made (o amend and
weaken i, from lhe standpoint of
the common gosd
Hwmmarizing sach Distirict oreaisd
wuder this Aci iz decresd an "Agen-
cy of the Btate” with all ity funec-
tiong  Yszolugively  governmmental”
and ali its properties including ihe
fult reninl valwe, prescot and fu
turs of all its land, no matier how
acguired or used, dedicaied uz &
*Pyuhlic Trest” for the “wses and
purposes of the Act” and hecauss
lil.s propenties ars all “swesd by
the Sfats” they are nol subject o
partition, exsention or sven to taza-
tion,

The Tall texi of this At and cb
tations of court, are coniasined in
Bulletipn Mo, I3, issaed by Supsr-
vigor of Doeaments, Sacraments
Calif,
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