by Mark Johason
“You can’l stop progress!”

“This familiar cliche hag

grown to be one of the taken -
for - granted Truths of our
technelogical age. For many,
it has taken on all the
unguestioned legitimacy of a
proverb.

Still, it - is- really quite a
radical viewpoint considering
the number of farm houses,
wheat: fields and - Victorian
mansions - which  have given
way to .railroads, super-
highways and airparts, all in
the name of “Progress”.

When we find our own
hemes and property “standing
in the way of progress”, it is
hardly any consolation to be
reminded that our persopal
sacrifice is somehow for the
Greater -Good. of the com-
munity at large,

Yet, conzolation or not, each
_ year all across this nation
miore new airports are built on
the site of somebody’s former
cornfield. Vast lakes of
concrele are. poured over
ancestral farm - land which
was cleared of rocks and tree
stumps by Great Grand Pad
using a pick-axe, a shovel, a
yoke of oxen and as much
- daylight as the Good Lord
wonld allow.

Sometimes the state’s pow-
er of “sminent domain” is
exercised; sometimes urban
expansion (or “renewal’)
puts the pressure for change
on older patterns of land use.
Either way, money is the tool

.complacency just as surely as..
. GX-POWer przed out all those

szch pra&s pec;ple out of then‘

sturmps. o

The key Ward in this case, is
M-O-N-E-¥.

The less resiricted the
money flow, the-more suscep-
tible dn area is to change.

Therein lies the rik for
Fairhope’s Single Tax Colony
and everyone connected with

a product of the commumty
and cannol be.credited. to the
virtues or efforts of any one -
person - even the lease-
holder.

out as
Single Tax lexicon.

key Single
which (a) drives Corporation
officials to raise the annual

Land “potential”’ translates
“site value” in the

It is the preservation of this
Tax principle

it, rent on rural land toward

'the Ieasehol chang
for-. - p_rl_ce.wh

they done 0, 1t

alse rents o as

“unpmvements . gaﬂy'.
that is all the former lesse
has for sale.

ame as they are today,
officials claim, but the
guiding prmmples th
poration advocates chang
rural land tse and, at
same time, keeps a fi-rm-'r
on the one: thing’ whieh ¢

] 3”chfa'nge' would have
_ea's'ie'r te work out than

Hbﬁever high rents are
3fact of life for many

Generally, lessees

have come to regard ‘improvements’

as ¢ catch-all term for getting their investment of lab

and operating expenses back out of their vears

on the land, Unfortunately, this is not in kwpmg’
wuh Single Tax principles which promise only

use of the land for income, not Lnbmtmwu..,'

a1 lessees, and, like it or
t, they are having to.explore
tys of ‘getting rid of most of
11 of their leaseholds. Goaded
n. by one principle of Single
Tax- theory, they run smack
dab into anocther ong: the sale
of “improvements”.

“ The Highest Bidder?
“Let's say T'ledse a plot of
Colony land on anincreasingly

. in The Middie

The corparatmn which man-
ages the Colony’s assels
places ifself sguarely in the
middle of the motey flow.
Seeking to uphold the prin-
ciples of Single Tax theory,
they musi maintain vigilance
over two areas of possible
abuse: (1) they must not allow
land ‘potential to be wasted,
and(2) they rust see fo it that
land potential is riot sold for
profit. According to Single
Tax doctrine, the potential of a
certain piece of property is
eguivalent to the wealth it
could produce if managed
efficiently. This “potential’ is

which the city is creeping, and
{b) -entangles them in a
complicated regulatory pro-
cess which resiraing lesgee
bargaining powers and alien-
ates many potential buyers.
The Corporation’s power to
raise rents to *‘full site value”
aims at an efficient and fluid
use of land asseis. It
recognizes the ever-changing
nature of community land
values. Riding herd on all
sales is equally important
from the standpeint of Single
Tax principles, but it counter-
balances the fluidity of
transition with red tape. The
Corporation must insure that

principles

usy intersection. For the past

maney. en’ years I have been, oh,
Who gets - caught m the-; dising rare, exotic herbs and
squeesze? - wholésaling them to Chinese

The lessees claiin they do.
Over the past seteral years, : the Southeast.
rent on some rural land has'  The rent on my land has
skyrocketed as Corporation been increasing at the same
oificials have purported: -to. logarithmicrate as the federal
bring the semi-anmnial asgess- - statutes which restriet the
ments up to a figurein keeping - sale of more and more types of
with “full site value™, In fact, " herbs I can sell. Finally, I am
it is a persistent dssertion - forced to go out of business.
among Corperation- officials| Thave to sell my leasehold to —
that one of the main reasons who else? - the highest
they are drawmg somuch fire bidder.
these - days ~is - bedavse iof - Tet’s say I have four
corporation faflures in potential buyers, each with a
past to adhere (o their  scheme for making money on
when  figaring my space.

estaurant suppliers all over

e--heen- neces:

ly'as they Have in the

NOW none of these people

givéahang for my greenhouse-

made oul of two-by-fours and
plastic - sheeting, and they
don’t care about the arganic-
ally rich soil or neat terraces |
have built up over the past ten
years. To them that’s jist junk
they've got to bulldoze before
they can use the site.

“The cnly thing that seems to
be standing in theic way to
acguiring the site are all of
these people with vague,
tedions explanations of the
difference between *‘site’” and
“improvement” value. Still,
they want the lease BE‘.CAUSE
of its site valoe, and they are
willing to sit patitently through
any sort of Henry George
leciurs just to get their hands
on that leage. If the price is
right, they dor’t care if the
Corporation office tells them

olony Transitia

plot of deeded land right
across the intersection fust
sold for $6,000. So, I say that
my improvements, le. my
plastic greenhouse and ter-
races, are worth $8,000. Most
likely, the Executive Council
is not going to go along with
that even if one of my buyers
is willing to pay it.

That would be cashing in on
“site value”’. They refuse my
proposed sale and we go info
round 2. A couple members of
the Executive Council have
already driven out to my
leasehold and looked it over;
one way or another, they
finally get avound fo telling
me what fhey think would be a
reasonable price for Iny
“fmprovements” (which we
all know are totally useless to
the buyer anvway). Most
likely is going tv be

there, one time-honored sclu-
tion has been the old Money
Under The Table trick. In the
presence of Corporation offi-
cials, ¥ would “agree’” to sell
my leage for a smaller amount
and take the rest of my price
on a prearranged verhbal
agreement with the buyer.
This is not only illegal, but it
too has its limits. It is
certainly discouraging to the
buyer. Either it just adds {o
his confusion about this Single
Tax business, or — if he finally
grasps what is happening —
he'll wonder “How am I ever
going io get my money out of
this deal if I have to sell?”
According to  Corporation
officials, some buyers have
refused to pay rent because
they thought they had already
“hought’’ the land from the
former lessee,

welBut land doesn’t farm itself, and the lessees jfoel
that their years of labor ought o be
worth something when it comes time {o seitle up
and make room for progress...

they're buying ONLY my
“improvements”’, my “inter-
ests’”” or my complete col-
lection of MNational Park
commemorative plates. The
buyers only know that if they
give me enough money, I will
g0 away.

For the sake of discussion,
let’s say that an analogous

considerably less than §6,000.
Pm going to tell them their
appraisal is too low. They're
going to launch into vet
another explanation of *‘site”
vs. “‘improvement value”.
Round 3 starts when the
inierested buyer wades into
the melee trying to figure out
what the hang-up is. From

Generally, lessees have
come o regard ‘“improve-
ments” as a catch-all term for
getting their investments of
labor and operating expenses
back out of their years on the
land. Unfortunately, this is not
in_keeping with Single Tax
principles which promise only

(Continued On Page 3-A)
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POl e tacds LERLTI W iLH
civillan  orientation  have firm
control of the Soviet military forces
as long as the present regime lasts. -

Its tenure is by 1o means iron clad
despite Mr. Brezhnev's current
strong, position. Marxist history is
replete: with-examples of strongmen
‘toppling from. their pedestals sooq
after they attained them, particu-
larly-if--they--senghttoennoble
. themselyes by éstablishing person-
ality cults: And:‘there ¢an be no-
doubt that waves of adulation for
Brezhnev are:rolling through ‘the
Soviet Union, probably inspired hy
the Politbure itself. Brezhnev is
deliberately being made into a hero
to the extent that a bhronze bust of
him has been placed in his home
town, the first such sculpture since
STALIN. ‘

All of these activities have a
bearing on the free Western world.

[ RS

SUEMPUNE W orgamze e wors

into a new empire in which the

soviet sun never sets,” ideslogical-

ly. diplomatically, economically. fi- -

nancially, politically and militarily.

Undoubtediy it is, but then it has
been for some 60 years regardiess of

the complexion of its government or
the nature of its strategy. The
difference today is that the _hait. is

- honey instead of vinegar.

The point is that it is in the
security and economic interests of
the free world to have the Soviet
Union engage in world affairs and be
responsive to world opinion.

And whatever leadership checkers
are under way in Moscow, the fact
remains that Russia, which also
wants to be on the world stage,
cannot emerge as a world power
without help from the capitalistic
West. That Soviet weakness is the
strongest trump card that we hold.
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The Shak of Iran is probably
the. world's. most p MPOUS

ruler. He is a megalgmaniac,.

with a grandiose ai
squandered his ng
billions - upon * /]

of glory. His thr

cock Throne. =

To feed his egy
famous people- ¢
throwing  lavish: p
paying all their. exp
just brought a jet-load-of cele.
brities, including actress Eliz-
abeth Taylor, to Teheran, for
example. ' LT

Secretary of  Stat ;"Hénry"

Kissinger has courted the
Shah assidtuously.: ] ssinger

looks upen Iran as a guardian’

of U.8. interests in the Persian

Guif. He wants to riiake sure

that the fabulous oil fields of
the Persian Gulf remain under
friendly dornination, ' :

He tries to manipulite the
Shah by ({lattering’. him,
Kissinger writes letters:to. th

Shah, for example, whit

our

sources describe as positively

obsequivus. .

But we have had access to

some disturbing intelligence

reports on the Shah. -These..
warn that his authoritarian..

rule and imperial aifs are
alienating his people.

The secret reports. dés_cribé_ :
the Shah - as _dangerously .

isolated and aloof. He has also
lost most of the experienced
elder .statesmen. who - once
dared to -question - him *and
offer advice he didn't want to
hear. o
The Central Intelligence
Agency has compiled a
psychelogical profile, which
suggests that the -Shakh- is
really insecure behind all the
outward imperiousness.

His psychelogical problemns,

-explosive  cossack  te
-ament and had little patience
ams: . with his son. The junior Shah
. “ifone, ap-

propriately, is.called the Pea-

according to the siudy, go
back to his childhood. His
Father, the Reza Shah, had an
temper-

was also 4 sickly lad, given to
daydreaming.
One time, the old man came

. upon the boy standing beside a
- palace pool. The father asked
L the boy what he was doing.
- The boy replied: “thinking’.
- Thereupon, the senior Shah

uttered a roaring curse and
booted his heir into the pool.

CIA psychologists believe
that the Shab’s cruel father,
his years as a pawn of the
West and his fear of impotence
contributed 40 an enormous
inferiority complex. Now this
ihsecure man, showered with
oil billions and belstered by
the United States, is deter-

mined, according to the
.psychologists, to show the
world.

Pill Pushers: The Drug En-
forcement Agency is pre-
paring to use computers o
cateh  doctors and phar-
macists who prescribe drugs
for the black market.

Across the nation, many
supposedly respectable doc-

-lors are abusing their pre-
% scription powers, They write
‘phony prescriptions for am-

phetamines and barbiturates.
The crooked physicians some-
times work with crooked
phatmacists, who order mas-

sive stocks in order to fili the

phony prescriptions.

The result has been to flood
the streets with illicit pills.
These pilis, contrary to
popular belief, cause more
deaths than herein. But the
doctors make huge profits on
this dirty business.

To catch them, the Drug

Enforcement Agency will
combine twe computer pro-
grams code-named Dawn and
Arcos. These will analyze the
available  “street  intelli-
gence”, pinpoint what drugs
are comumon in an area and
identify the physicians and
pharmacists who handle large
guantities of these drugs.

The DEA ran a pilot project
in California to test the new
system. It turned up one
prominent physician whe had
issued illegal prescriptions for
over 200,000 dangerous am-
phetamine pills.

Fiscai Fracas: Israeli -
American relations have been
jarred by a squabble over
money. Israel asked for an
extra $550 million to cover the
three-month gap caused by
moving the new fiscal year
back from July 1 to Cetober 1.

President Ford turned down
the request. The Israelis then
brought pressure on Congress
to grant the $550 million
anyway. In Tel Aviv, the
outspoken American Ambas-
sador, Malcolm Toon, called
this “dirty pool”. And back in
Washington, the President
threatened to veto the foreign
aid bill if it inciuded the extra
money for Israel.

But Israel’s Premier Yit-
zhak Rabin claimed he had
been promised the money
during his January wvisit to
Washington. He had the word,
he said, of Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger.

We have obtained some
confidential documents abont
the $550 million squabble. At a
secret White House session,
the question came up twice
whether a commitment had
been made to give Israel the
additional $550 million. And
twice, the President repeated

by Jack Anderson

flatly: “Abseolutely none.”

The President used strong
language at the session. *1
cannot justify that much for
three months,” declared the
President, “when every mili-
tary adviser says they dori't
need that much. 1 have no
alternative. I can’t justify that
huge sum to the American
pecple.”

The President went on o
add, according to the confi-
dential minutes: “We’re help-
ing Israel in some wvery
sensitive areas and, if you lock
at their military situation and
shopping list, they're in much
better shape than before the
Yom Kippiar War.”

We have seen the secret
reports on U.S. aid to Israel,
and report that the United
States has supplied Israel with
some of the most sophisticated

Readers

I appreciate the letter last
week decrying the people who
walk  their dogs on the

heaches. I heartily agree.

However, from my stand-
peint, there is a far worse
problem in Fairhape and that
is people who, in spite of a city
ordinance, allow their dogs to
run loose.

In my neighborhood, dogs
roam the street, semetimes in
packs of three or more, most
of thern harmless to be sure.
But, just as there is a mob
psychology among people,
there is also one among dogs.

Dogs, following a female in
hieat, have had fights on my
front porch. Just yesterday, a
dog jumped the four foot fence
surrounding my back vard

items in  the American
arsenal, including the latest
tanks, armored personnga}
carriers, fighter aireraft and
missiles.

Surprise Package: We were
the first to report that the
Postal Service’s new-fangled
bulk mail machines were
mangling packdges. Postai
workers have made an heroic
atternpt to salvage some of the
packages and rewrap them,

But a Brookline, Mass.,
woman has a complaint. She
mailed a copy of Irving
Howe's book, “World of Our
Fathers”, to Torento, Canada.
The package arrived at its
destination, somewhat be-
lated. But the package no
longer contained the book. The
recipient found, instead, a
small plastic bag containing
five white bras.

and attacked my cat and
“injured her. At night the
howling of dogs wakes me
regularly.

My own dog is confined
within a fence, and when
wutside of his own vard, ison a
leash. This I de for his
protection but as a_ good
citizen 1 believe that every dog
owner has this responsibility.
My cat, true, can climb the
fence, but if she is left
unmolested, will stay in her
own yard.

I am sending a copy of this
letter to the Gity of Fairhope
with a request that the
applicable city ordinance be
invoked.

Sincerely,
Jean Smith




TR IS RSE, Batiles Whart

by Mark Johnson

Officials of the Fairhope Single Tax
Corp. were notified early Wednesday
morning through their attorney that the
Alabama Suprerne Court had tendered
an unfaverable opinion on a bill
currently in committee in the Alabhama
House.

Inireduced by Rep. Dan Kinsey of
Fsley, the bill called for amendments to
the charter of the Fairhope Single Tax
Celony which would have accorded fudl
membership and voting rights to alt
lessees currently paying rent on land

within the Fairhope Single Tax Colony. -

The bill was sent to commiittee

pending an opinion from the Alabama

Supreme  Court as to the bill’s

constitutionality. In this sense, the biii
was a “trial balloon” designed to probe
the legal parameters of a rent relief
campaign being waged by & number of
dissatisfied lessees.

In response to the request for a legal
opinion filed by Rep. Kinsey along with
his bill, the Supreme Court answered
“yes” on both eounts as to whether the
proposed legislation would infringe
upon Corporation constitutional rights
of due process and protection from
impairment of contracts,

Rep. Kinsey also received notifica-
tion of the Supreme Court opinion on
Wednesday and said that neither he nor
Sen. Dick Owen of Bay Minette were
plaiming any immediate response fo
this fatest development,

“We plan to wait for the recom. -

mendations of the Legislature’s special
investigative committee before taking
any forther action,™ Kinsey said.
Commitiee sources have reported in
the past that the investigative body was
considering an arbitration board and
some sort of rent control board as two
possible answers to dispute,

- After 20 or 30 years, they have

“Improvements’
can  justify
tive Councii,
Of course the whele OR0enE
of “equity”” would be abhorent

Aat’s pretty much “Where
s are today. They

' J #sudiNy lezsee

 property payments a
They have been payi

o Transition

ioa Single Tax  universe, equity actually enabled many
Lguity is one of the clouds that  of the current lessees o
s;e_@;;g the Little People from  assume contro of the acreage
oy the land; it is one of the  they now have withont having
iocks which keeps control of 1o he filthy rich,
e jand forever in the hands Many of them have serveq
of the wealthy, out “‘caretaker” termg by
managing the land as it came
to  them; cleared, with
existing houses, barns and out
buildings, and in alj respects
ready to farm,

But land doesn’t farm itself,
and the lessees feel that their
years of labor ought to he
worth  something  when it
comes time to settle up and

e rootn for progress, After
all, nobody is starting another
Single Tax Colony just down
the road; the rest of the U.S.A

. is on deeded land.

It’s a thorny problem, and
right in the middie of it all is
the Fairhope Single Tax
Corporation. If the Corpor-
ation is to remain credible asa
management vehicle, it must
remain true to the Henry
George principles on which it
was founded. If it is to remain
¢ credible as 3 regulatory
5 go-between, it must insure
¥ that everyone involved under-

stands just ‘what Single Tax
theory iz gl about.
That will not be 2asy.

I fact the very absence of

PR

=

ea
in|
an
ha
the
o8
agy
the
m
w
he
1if

in
5
ri
5(




