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These photographs were selected to represent Fairhope
as it was in earlier days, from the very beginning with
rustic buildings and houses, dirt streets, and the wharf
with steamers for freight and passenger service along
the Eastern Shore and to and from Mobile, to the 1930s
with more modern buildings and homes, better hotels,
and paved streets. A lot of the town’s activity is still
concentrated at the modern pier and in the tree-shaded
beachfront park overlooking Mobile Bay.




First elected town officers, 1908: J. Pilcher, J. Bellangee, treasurer, W. Sweet, C. Coleman,
C. Nichols, N. Mershon, P. Albright, and Dr. H. Greeno, mayor (seated).
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Mershon and Gaston homes, 1895. Mershon Bros. General Store and Post Office, 1899,




Early Fourth of July celebration, circa 1900.

View of Fairhope Avenue and Section Street in 1915. The millinery shop later became the Pinequat Shop,
and the location of Crawford’s Store is presently vccupied by Wilkin's.
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Water and electric plant at bottom of bay hill on Fairhope Avenue, 1900.

freight up the hill, 1914.
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First water tank, replacing town pump.
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Fly Creek in the 1930s, present site of the Fairhope Yacht Club.
Mr. Weaver’s hermit’s home in. Montrose.

Business Women’s Club, present location of the American Legion Hall.

Drugstore at corner of Fairhope Avenue and Section Street, present location of Fairhope Pharmacy.




Berglin’s Ice Plant at the bay, circa 1910. Mrs. Berglin with Lavign, Myrtle, and Marvin in the surrey;
Early sawmill east of Fairhope. Mr. Berglin wearing straw hat.



Looking north on Section Street at De La Mare Avenue, 1928.
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Gasion’s automobile age
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Metropolitan Restaurant at the corner of Fairhope Avenue and Summit Street, circa

Original Fairhope Library, circa 1910.
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Corner of Section Street and Johnson Avenu

First FAIRHOPE steamer under construction, 1900.
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First steamer FAIRHOPE




A gathering af the foot of the hill, circa 1810.

in 1900.
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Wharf and bathhouses

Second steamer FAIRHOPE.



Leying track down bay hill, 1914.

Fairhope wharf circa 1900,

 Mule-drawn freight car, circa 1915.

Arriving from steamers, circa 1930.
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A walk on the wharf, 1930s.

Wharf with steamers EASTERN SHORE and BaY QUEEN, 1927. Fairhope Casino at right.

Arrival of steamer BAY QUEEN, circa 1930. = Bathing platform, north side of the wharf, circa 1930.




Enjoying life on the bay, circa 1912.

Summer scene on the wharf, circa 192

Gld Fairhope School on Church Street.
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Theatre and sandwich shop, circa 1932,
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A later Fairhope Hotel at the corner of Fairhope Avenue and Summit Street.

The Pinequat Shop, built in 1899 and located in the area of the preseni Colonial Bank
building in Fairh

t, 1920s.

One of Fairhope’s original hotels, 1898.

Log Club House (PPK)} on De La Mare Stree




Burkell's pavilion and wharves at Magnolia Beach, 1920s.

The Weeks family delivering ice, circa 1920.

Just departing the BAY QUEEN.
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Trycodia Lodge in south Fairhope.

Hauling logs to the sawomill.

“Sarah Jane,” the first auto in Fairhope, owned by Dr. Mershon, 1900.
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First steamer FAIRHOPE, circa 1905,

Recognition is given to Cindy Crim and her
husband Steve for reproducing many of the
photographs, to the University of South
Alabama for providing photographs from
their archives, to Fairhope Creative for
design and production, and to American
Litho, Inc. for printing this album.

Photographs were provided
courtesy of the following:

Mrs. Pinky Bass
Fairhope Single Tax Corporation
Mr. Reed Myers
Mrs. Hazele W. Payne’s Collection
Mrs. Flora M. Simmons
University of South Alabama




