eral deposita nunder the surface of
our land, The provisions of the
lease permit the lessee to extend
the lease from year to vear for
ten vears without drilling, hy pay-
nent of the anmnal renial charge
of $1.00 per scre. Failure to make
payment sutomatically causes for-
Teiture of the lease unless drilling
iz in process or production estab-
lished, -,

MEMBERSHIP

Sinee our last meeting death has
claimed ihree of opur members.
First to go was onr board mem-
her, M, A, Bowen who served as
iristee from Novéember 1931 eon-
tinwously wntil his death, July 26,
1853, Second was W. G, McConnal
whose death oceurred Nov. 21, 1952
at Meriden, Conn., where he and
Mrs. MeConnel have made their
torne for some years, Third was V.
M, Revnolds who died at his home
in Mohile the Ath of thiz month.
We are gratefn! for the mervices
of ali ang regret thelr passing.

We are happy to repori that Mrs,
Caroling Ann MoConnel and Mre.
Lenore M, Woleott have had frans
ferred to them the ceriificates of
their recenily deceased hushands
and that o new member, Dliver A,
Rochwell hiag come in to replace
Ofg Of our losses, The lalter is a
son of R. L. Rockwell, a long-tims
menther of our executive council,
We need mors of such young mem-
bers as an answer to the ogt-rapeat-
ed gqueslion: “What will happen to
the Colony when vou ¢lder mem~
bers are gone™

COMMENTS

Tt will he uoted that ocur finan-
clal statement for 1083 shows &
glight drop in total receipts. Par
tially responsible for this js the
reduction In the amount rocelved
frony the oil lease, previously ex-
Plained. While our land rent ve-
ceipts show ap increass of some
$450.00 that falls for short of what
it shoutd have been considering ths
much greater incresse in Tentsl
charges, It may be thaf we shall
need to oxercise some Gf our pow-
ers to enforee rent coliections,

There waz a considerabls in
crease in the amount received from
sales of Improvements, Principally
respomitbla for this was the fact
that most of the lotz newly leazed
within the vear were wooded and

lessees were requirad to pay for the

9911

valne of the trees on such lots. .

Other receipts differed litile from
the pravious ryerr,

On the disburseraent side taxes
paid for lessess show a reduced
aniount. This was nobt because of
any reduction in the taxes levied
against lesmees’ properijes. Rather
it waz becanse fewer lessees qual
fied to have the Colony pay their
taxes for them by payment in full
of their 19538 rental charges hefore
the end of the year. These will
have tp pay thelr own delinquent
iaxes, They will, however, apply
their tax receipts on the payment
of delinquent rent and inoreass
thersby the tax payment ltem in
onr 1854 report, '

As a result of our incrsaged de-
ductible expenditureg in 1952 our
19853 income tax payment was much
“less than for the previons year.
Continued spending of current sur-

pluses for dedusctible, but generally -

beneficial purposes, can keep such
payments to the minimum and fur-

ther exemplify the benefits of our

policy.,

The amount shown to have been
expended for Lands, Highways and
Proparty expenss wili he found to
be more than fifty per nent great-
er than in 1952. The exiensive
street work in the Magnolis Beach

and golf course gections acecunts -

for the malar portion of the total,
Also inclnded in this item of ex-
pende i the coat of the sanitary
sewer installationg in the Magnolia
Beach section. These cost the Colo-
ny abont $11,000.00. Asg previously
teported we may recover some of
this eost from owners of benefitted
land eerved. We do have & definits
promise from the City Water and
Sewar Board that they will repay
us $7.141.24 we ndvancaed for the
prurchaze of. water pipe and firs
hydranis as znoen as it can accom-
mish n refinancinz progyam now
ia process of negotiation,

The 1853 Colony officers were:
M. Divson, president; J. E. flesion,
vieopresident: €, A (Gaston, gecre-
tary; Tred Chapin, Jr., treasurer;
Axiy Jolinsoh, guperimlendent of
lands and highways; B, H. Brown
snperintendent of public gervics;
R. .. Roekwoll, siperintendent of
indusirles; Mrs, M. Dyson, superin-
tendent of public health and Trus
feed M. A, Bowen, A. T1I, Marzhon,
ang J. O, Stimpson.

1953 Report Fairhope Single Tax Corp.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

1953
RECEIPTH .
Rent $66,388.73
Penalby . ... 853822
Loase FEBS —wmmrmrr— 186.00
Salag Improve-

ments, Fte, _________ 267L72

Interest on Corpors-
tion Investments . 12500

_Interest on Lihrary
Investmenis ... - 87.60

Interest on Sales of
Improvements ... ... 22.03
Membership Fee . 10000
Qi Tease .. . 3,710.00
Refund Lessees' Taxeg ... 120022
Miscellaneous ... T46.75
74,989.16

Cash on Hand

Jangary 1, 1953 . 18,522.71
$94,611.87

DISBURSEMENTR

Tazes Paid for Lessees:
Stats, County and City $20,334.65
Car and Truck Taxes  2,740.50
Poll Taxes oo 10892
Taxes on Corporation .
Land & Property ... 608816

Social Security Tax — . 113,562
Federal Income TaX v B807.89
Salaries ... ey 8,623.00
Corporation Office and

Businers Expense —— . 1,438.39
Lands, Highways and

Property Expense __  54,408.23
Oivie Contributions . 254000

Iibrary Maintenanes ... 1,800.00
Tnferest Transferred
to TIDTATY e 87.50

Cemetery Maintenance ... 466.00
Improvement Purchasa

Refund e e oeerme—ene 75.00
Rent Refunds . . 43824
Miscellaneous ...

Cash on Hand
December 81, 1953, ... 589208

$94.511.87

Secretary’s Eeport

Mr., President and fellow mem-
hers: Wa believae the reporty we

arg privileged to present to you
will agsures ¥ou ibai progress is be-
ing made In the right direction.
Agaln the [Huanclal statements of
our treasyrer, Fred Chamn, Jx, and
auditor, Mnrien Bluthardt reveal
the financial soundness of your
curporation, Wae hope that our re-
poris covering other departimenis
wiil furnish farther evidence of tha
fundamenta; soundnass of onr sin-
gle tax palicy,

RENTS

In 1953 the rent charges on our
laasen land smounted to $48,365.84,
an increase of about $4,500,60 over
1682, Much of the Increase wag
due to 1953 increases in the frontagze
rates on urhan land abutiing on
streety that were substantially im-
proved in 1952 However new rent
charges ag a result of applications
anproved during the year account-
ed for $1,850.0€ of the increase.

In establishing ihe schedule for
rental charges in 1954 the Hxecu-
tiva Councl] took info conglderaticn
the fact that ithere had been no
overall rent change since 1547, Con-
sidering thai sines then there had
been a considerable growih in pop-
ulation and & corresponding in-
creago in demand foy land it was
decided thai g general increage of
tkn per cent wwas justified.

In addition to the gengral {en per
cbnt increase, some urban lahd
rates were raised producing o fur-
ther incrasze in the annual chargs,

e highest pate Increases were on
girests in the WMagnoeiia Heach
area whara water, gas, electric and
sewer services were ivstalled dqur-
ing the past year, On couniry lands
tire ten percent imereass applied
only to the acre vate charges. The
twn cent per trent foot charged on
conntry lands abulting paved roads
wiz not affected.

LANDS AND HIGHWAYS

S0 we might do what we could to
meat the increased demand lor
beiiding lots in Faivhope the Colo-
ny onvried forward itg plans for




malking available ite unlesses lands
in the Magnolip Beach section.
This necessitated the elearing,
gubgrading and dirainage of un-
opensgd geelfiong of Pecan, Orange,
Fig and Pomelo Sts. 1n addition to
these & new street, Pinecrest Lans,
wag provided midway beiween Pe-
can and Orange Sts.

Pinecrést Lane extends woesl
from Chureh 8St. to Pomelo 8t
The name was suggested by Mr.
and Mrs. Din Meador, owners of
the east 413 feet of the land west
of Church St, Their cooperatiom
made it possible for the Colony,
owner of the balance of the land,
to get fromtage for twenty-four =d-
ditlonal lots.

Thae Uity of Fairhope cooperated
by sending in its grader to grade
the newly qpened streets. It also
extended water, gas and eleciric
linep to give service to all lots
in the area. The City sanitary sew-
or lines were also extended but the
cogt had fo be borne by the land
owners, mostly the Colony, since
partieipation could not he secured
from all private owners on Peean,
Fig and Pomelo Sts. Some of the

Colony’s eost of sxtensions on such

streets may ‘be recovered when
Owners on such Jand apply for
gervice,

Algo a start was made toward
opening for development the re-
cently reacguired lands formerly
used for a municipal golf course.
Johngon 8t., was extended on across
such land and from its terminus a
hew sireet was provided ru!s.r-.iq,-é'
south te Morply Ave. The exten-
sion of Johngon St., reguired a Al
acrogs one gully and {he obliieration
by filiing of about ome thousand
feet of hranch goilies, No land in
the trast can be leased until these
streeis are completed and ntility
services provided.

Started in 1952 but completed in
1955 were concrete sidewalkas on
both gides of De LaMare St., and
on the east gide of Church St., run-
ning nortk to Fairhpoe Ave. Five
foot plant mix asphalt sidewalks
were construeted on both sides of
Magnola Ave, from Sectlon 8t
wegt to Bay View Bt, and on the
noith side on to Fairhops Ave., at
the top of the bay hill, Such side-
walll was slgo extended on the
east side of Church 8t., from Mag.
nolia Ave, south to the aliey go-

ing in to the baek of the post office,
Ab no cost tp the Colouy other
than the supplving of additional
right of way, Greeno Road -was
paved, benofitting abuiting Colony
lands in Bactiouns 16 and 17.

The gully that has, for several
years, been rapidly esatlng inlo
Dblocks 7 and 8 on the south gide
of Oak Zt., in division § was siop-
ped. Thia was accomplished by
sloping the pides and bhuilding =
masonry catch basin at the end.

In the curreat year it ig contem-
plated that further work will go
forward 1k both the golf course
and the Magnolla Beach sections,
In both the expense wiil be greater
than was antlelpated dne to the
considerable damage resulting from
the ten inch rain storm in Decem-
ber.

Also contempiated for this year
iz the completion of strest improve-
ments begun in 1852 on De La
Mare Bt., and Magnolin Ave. Al-
ready accomplished is g single sur-
face slag and asphelt paving of
a widened trafficway and the con-
struction of concrete cuyb and gut-
ter, Now they are to bg finished
with a plautl mix asphalt gseal.

Under consideration are propos-
als? by the QCity to increase the
widili of 3agnolin Ave., east of
Saection Bt to Baueroft $t., and of
the latter thence soulh Lo Borphy
Avo, Also proposed i some curb
and gutter and sidewalks on these
and om Johnson St belween See-
tien and Rancroft Sts.

APPLIGATIONS AND
TRANSFERs

Twenty-six applications for land
were approved during the year.
Noarly 2I1 were in the 3MMagnoliz
Beach section where streels were
recently ocpened and utility service
provided. Befors the year had end-
ed several of the new lessesy had
Luilt apd were cccupying bomes on
their newly acquired Jeassholds.
Otherg were well along with their
builcings and before this year is
ended there promiseg to be a well
developed residence uneighborhood
or what was wholly uzdeveloped
land 2 few months ago.

All the lots made avallable by
this developmeni were applied for
and leased before the end of tha
Year. Many leased several lots and
it is anticipated that some may

surrender such lots ag they find to
be in gxeess of thelr immediate
needs, A factor that will have con-
siderable influence in ioducing
such surrrender is the previously
reported sharp increase in the rent-
al chargeas for 1864, The Colony
will wecloma such surrenderg sinee
they will gerve Its purpose 1o make
Iand available to meet the gemand
of thogse who need to use it
During the year 13653 sixty-nine
transfers of leaseholds were APDIOT~
ed. Thesge involved Ffty-two that
were improved with a reporied
value of $243,457.06. While it is gif-
fieult tg compare thess figures with
the greater numumber and grealer

- value reported lasl year if-is prob-

ably not uonreasonnble fo suspect
that the much lLeralded buyers’
market is having 1ts influence here.
Indicationg are that fairly new well
consirucled houges are Dbolding
their value gquite well. It s appon-
ekt thovgh, that asking prices are
haviag to be lowered to move cld-
ar honses built in an earlier era
and net fully modernized. Some
of these older places, here as olse-
whare, will eventually have io be
replacegd with new modern homes,

ABSESSED VALUE
GOMPARISONMNS

The achievement of our Single
Tax Coleny here it Baldwin Coubn-
ty can possibly be best lnstrated
by logal comparisons, In 1533 the
aszessed vahies in all of Baldwin
Connty, exclusive of the public sew
tice giilities, nmonnted to §$25,850,-
736.00, ¢f this amount our Colony
eorporaiion, its lessees and otHers
{legsses' tenanty), accounted for
$1,484,780.00 » 1ittls more than six
per ¢ent gf {he tofal.

Within the bordera of Baldwln
Counly there are 4,040,900 acres. In
1%%4 when thé gmaill group of sin-
gletaxers who were to bring Fair-
hope and its Single Tax Colony
into existence arrived in Baldwin
County, Daphne wag the county
sext and fhe largest town in the
county. Montrose, Batiles, Point
Clear and Zundels were old estah-
lished cominunities, Ali had their
conumercial centers ang azcess fa-
ciliting fo actomodate the sieam-
hont frangporiation facilities to Mo-

_ bile, at that fime the only access

thg Eagtern Bhore had to 'the oul-
aide.

The site now occupled by Fair-
hope was the leasi populated of
this whole ghore section. The Tea-

. son was that Fairhope’s relatively
- high bluits and its far sreater dis-

iance from the sheore to deep water
prosented obstacles that were not
pragent elngwhere. Because of this,
land hers was cheap eaocugh for
Fabrhope’s founders fo buy. Thelr
initial purchase of about 135 acres
with slmmost half a mile of bay
frootage cost lesa than six dollars
an acre,

Today the Single Tax Colony
Loldg tille to some 4,000 acres, only
one-two buadred sixtieth of Bald-
win Qounty’s total, yet it accounis
for g litile more than obne-gixteenth
of the assesed value of all land and
non-ulility owned praperiy in the
entlre county. Az hag been shown
this most faverable comparizon
cannot be attributed to superlority
of locution. Certainly all who can
remomber, know that Falrhope's
early ssttlers broughi little with
them In ihe form of capital goods
or investment <apital, angd many
who followed could move appropri- -
ately be classed with the "have-
nots” than with the *haves.”

It would appeay then that we
have good cause to credit our suc-
cosg to ithe sound principles of
Henry Ceorge, wileh TFairhope’s
founders 80 wisely selected ag the
core of our coloay policy. Further-
gvidence of this can be found in a

purely local comperison, In the

City of Yairhope the Colony ocou-
pisg ahout ounelifth of the area.
Ip 1952 the assessed values in the
Gjty were $2,118,700.00, with the
(folony accounting for $1,288,380.06
on ite onefifih of the land while
ibe ownorg of the ramaining four-
fistis of the laud accounted for
cnly 3531,340.060

OIL LEASE

The Plymouth ©0il Co.,, extend-
ed for one year, its lease to the
mineral rights in the -Celouy’s coun-
try lands. The renial paid was
$3,710.00 which is at the rate of
$1,06 per acre. Twice thal amount
was pald last year, an rdditional
$1.00 par acrs having bhesn paid as
a premivm for the granting of the
lease, Mo attemnt has been made
an fa) $0 gea whethear oy net thers
is any oil or other valuabie min-




