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Council of Georgist Organizations
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New York, WY ICOI7 _
HAMLET HILPERT'S CONSERVATION PROJECT

Dsar Bob:

¥o one at the RINDGE CONFERENCE picked up the real import of Hamlet Hilpert's
megsage , Hie slide show wes only minor news comparsd to the neglected big story,

8lides were a means to sell his conservation Project., Anyone, aware of what he

“accomplished, could and should heve introduced him with an account of what he has

done which will meke a tremendous impact nationally for our cause.

Hamlet may be too medest te tell of his succeass with his carefully crafted RESOLUT-
ION (ecoPy enclosed) calling for restrueturing the property tax by using SITE
VALUE TaiaYICH, He then Prevailed upon his Lewis County Oomservation Distriet
Superviesors in State of Weshington to recommend that the Washington Asscciation of
Conseryation Districte endorge his resolution., It was done; thus receiving state-
wide District emdorsement,

Hamlet followed this with a Presentation, including his rescolution, to the National
Conference of Coneervation Dietriets in San Francisco. The National dssociation
represents over four thoussnd Districts., &Action was deferred to next confersnce
agenda,

Noite should be teken that District Conservation Membere usually are the respected
community leaders, the eactivists. locally, one conservation member who has been
active in meny town affairs introduced at my request Hamlet's resolution and
farmland letter 4o ocur loeal conservation distriet meeting (their reply enclosed),
Thie member recently vwon election to our Board of Selectmen,

Hamlet's slides show "The Right Tex t¢ Curb Urban Sprawl and Generate Urban Renew-
al®, They show conservation members how develoPment presures on famlend end rursl
land can be lowered to save oPen aPsce and agriculture land, See hies fammland letter
in Incentive Taxatien's October bulletin,

¥e could aek all Rindge Conferses snd others to Present Hamlet's letter amnd resolut-
fon to their local, county, and state conservation associations to get the "ball
rolling" in every state before the start of the next National Association Conference.

Georgists find so little to enthuse over in our queat for lend tax reform that it is
& pity to sliP uP on this ons. The Washington 4ssocistion's endorsement should be
big news sand ceuse us to be oPtimistic that the four thousand national districts
will do likewisse,

¥hat potential for boosting our caussel What a2 huge block to give us clout!

This is the type of horsepower we meed, ILet's recover the ball by asking allsour
friends to particiPate in Hamlet's Project and to use his method to influence famm
groups, eorganized envirommentalists and cther groupe.

We need good news to raise our spirits and offset the meny years of éiscouragment.

“This could be a big breakthrough, ‘Lot us make it happeni

coPy to Hamlet Hilpert B8incerely
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