Farm] nrofits
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When the Farm Bureau $ides with !
~Yows’s Democratic legisiative leader-
ship to seek a tax increase to baikout
debt-riddes farmers and Senaltor.’
Charles Grassley sits before the feder-
_al Treasnry waﬂmg “give US TOOTE,
more, more,-they are only being al-
#ruistic with our tax doliars. “Fhair

- coneern is not the economic well-be- 1
- 'tors and to pay the residuals for TV ¢

ing of our households. :
. At least there wasn't a Jike rush o

‘-aid unemployed factory workers or |-
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HHE B3ES

Tais i8 vshy ) Lsimsz‘s want to 'tax

| metherhwd which is emctly what a
‘ ‘sales tax or income surtax does, aleng

wﬁh fatilerhood and childhood.”
Bat do the 8&8 G%—gm& ;hﬁaseholds

o pay more taxes to keep 20,000 farm
amilies irf perpetual debt servitude 10 -
meaintain kigh land valves for speculas

. fanling small businesses in 1982 and 7

S The probiem now is, farmem owe

bxlhc»ns to banks, fann—creéxt systems ;.
+and corporate-franchised vendors of =
" eed, fertilizers, chemicals and farm
~'machinery.. Should farmers. dnmp :
Iands ‘securing’ that debt on a-de-

‘pressed land market, the fat portfolios
cf 4 lot of farmers, lawyers, doctors,”
i‘real-estate dealers aud a lot of m‘.her ‘

“land speculators Will quickly flatten.,’.

1983, but we got & sales-lax increase !
fend “rspe"ty-ﬁa* rexef fgr lapd ;-

: Free eﬁﬁewrk% |
' lowa Gov. ‘Terry Branstad, recently

i back from 2 trade mission to China, [
 appears impressed by Chma s suecess- |

fulnew economic puh-_; ua. "eﬁmne"

!}M:s afarmer nmed hig
0 make a profit? Does the sun ghine
more benigaly, ike rain fall more’
“‘timely, the sarthworms wiggle more
w adrmtly, the rhizobinms fix mtmgen
more securely on an acre of land at
$_3 000 than on the same acre at $307
Of course not, and the farmer needs

+Jess cash flow on land at $30 an acre. "

bility, exeept the governor prefers t0

callit free enterprise. Obviously Gov-

ernor Branstad does not know he has..

been nnpmsed with the success of & |

land tax, i.e., the taking only of a fized

. amoust of the production of the land }3-
- and anowmg the telzant o keep the :
COEEsi

He is also nght in callmg this iree
' enterprlse Someday he may realize

~ that the U.S. system of taxmg produc-

tion, instead of the Yand, is gradually
destroying free enterprise in fowa and
America. — Robert P. Willis, 3921 Co-

lamb,aSt BesMein?s 0& }??? :

1887

7}t makes fo-sense to increase tixes
_on 840,000 households to help pay off
billions of debi on land when land |
i-walues ha;re absolately nothing what-
- soever (o do with production except i
increase costs and ﬁﬁ*ce ;} rice-cuiting
:proém:tmi} : o

oI spe»::uiatcrv want tag money to-
“held up land prices, a statewide lavy |
“on the market value of land is g beiter |
solution, These with the most land

T

b iapd values
; er ‘reacquire land with much fess:’

debt-service costs as daperate sg}ew A
- lators with rising land tages seek to

-value to protect will pay the most to |

o help those whose failure would drive |
*,‘down land values. But the latter might |

i find it wiser (0 abandon the debl to lat- |

s..w,ﬁ. Féb Reglster editonal rightly’,
notes “failing ~wages - but wrongly’
dumps the problem ‘on big busmess
“and the next administration. -
%71f The Register, Gov, ’I‘erry Bran-’
stad and legislators were more inter<:
psted in good jobs and:affordable’
housing for all Iowans than in their
own corporate behinds, they would
research and push for real economic-
devempment incentives instead of
Wastmg time on silly incore-tax
changes or cheating Iowans with the
, lettery w s
= For example they can ew the
econozmc development mcentwes
Lmn. can be created b uy Lc,a.u’is idle uI"
ban commercial, industrial and resi-
dential lots — where housmg, jobs -
and small busmess could be — at the
fame- amounts per square foot now -
»paxd in property and-sales taxes by
the occupants of.lot; wat!i“ snmlar
land values:. 7 .

%:With a high tax rate on Iarﬂ gg}ggs :
_.and no tax on buildings, would ownersm
-of idle lots give their-land titles to
others, sell the titles or develop the'
lots to earn income by meeting the-
ecanoraic needs in the local commu-
nity? Would land speculators invest
in land or in essentially taxz-free eco-
nomic development? Would housing
and business space costs go up or

..down when there are more units? If
econcmic development increases
business opporiunities, will jobs and
wages rise or fall? >~ Robert P. Wil-
lis, 3921 Columbia, Des Moines.




Nov.8, 1988

Robert Clancy, president
Henry George Institute
121 East 3@th Street
New York, N.Y. 18416

Dear Bobz | S

Well this is election day and I've done my duty although all year I have
wanted to scream and yell at the presidential candidates and the electorate that
presidents or congressmen have no business offering to tend grandma's sniffles
or aid farmers and the environment by requiring disposable diapers to be made
trom corn based biodegradable plastic. Nor can they do mich about the economy
since the property tax, including the land value tax, is administered by the
states. ' ’

-~ .

{; The National Tax association meeting was Sep. 25-28. .4

i

M
I also posed a question to the panel on assessments on how they would go

about reassessing land values following the extensive amount of public and
private investment in Des Moines' downtown in skywalks, low cost parking
garages, convention center, botannical center, civic center, new and refurbished
hotels, many new large buildings, etc., The only one willing to tackle the
guestion was the president of the Iowa State Association of Assessors. He
suggested calling in the state's department of revenue assessors if we felt our
local assessor was not getting the job done. The Asssociation of Community
Organizations for Reform Now (ACORN) was already asking for state review of
assessments, partly as a result of my pointing out to them that their homes were
over-assessed relative to downtown parcels. '

I also include copies of some of the letters to the editor on LVT that were
published since 1982. Those produced no responses although my wife says some of
her friends say they don't understand what I am writing about. Part of the
problem is that many of our group receive income from inherited farmland and my
brother-in-law, for instance, is always COmplaining about high taxes on farm
land.

incerely

Robert P. Willis

3920 Cofenls
Do WMo, 1 5253




