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East Kilbride,
GLASGOW GT74 ALN,
Scotland. .
Tth., MARCH. 1977,

Mr. R. Clanecy,

Henry George Institute, "%
Room, 462 A,

55, W, :

42nd Street - 3456
NEW YORK N.Y. 10036 :
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Desr Myr. Claney, : ,
Thank you for most interesting letiter, dated, 21st FEBRUARY, 1977
It pleases me te learn that you are to publish as mueh of my letter to Mr. Renmnie
a8 space sllowss Ny

I am glad to read that you agree that, basiczlly our Movement is "GROUND RERNT FOR
STATE REVENUEY-w~recognitien of that all-important fact is what matters.
*%#Ground rent for State Bevenue®ig the distilled essence of our case. It is the
aectusl raose thet shall go into the legislation dealing with land reform. ALl
that %ﬁéﬁggﬁgéﬁéié%ﬁfféﬁﬁf?% “The League %zr Public Revenue from Land Values, " the
Scottish League for Land Value Taxation" Ereeuiive Committee's recommendation at th
next Annual General Weeting. These words “fublic®, and "Values™ will cause endless
controversy and disputation, particularly "Publiz¥. "What does “Public"rejresent
within the meaning of the Act"™ shall be the @ockpit of the controversy. Such abstr-
act phrases will result in the messure Tor LAND REFORM being kicked out of the
legiglating chamber. RBe "Land Values" thatiz:sophisiticated twaddle, It is true in
the general sense as Henry George said: "Ho fterm is of importamce if we rightly
understand what it means.® But this does not apply in the particular sense of
framing legislation. ¥Examine “Income Tax Law™ or most laws for that reason, and one
will appreciate that they are evagivewproof zs possible. Each and every title
of those associations stemming from the "3ingle Tax®, have got it wreng, and none
would be used when i1 ¢eme to framing legislation. Whai’s the use of pushing the
"Single Tax" barrow ifirese dues not knew where he is ror where he is going? If that
is not the setv of it what d4s% 77 7T F e ] '

At one time the Glasgow Land Reform group was active enough. Not .any longer.and
net so today. From "AQM® 1o YAGM" there is next to no sctivity, except for sone
or two sparse  Executive Committes meetings, as for example,to deal with my motion
to change the name of our association te that of the "Scottish Movement for Ground
Bent for State Revenue." That almost amounis tc the sum total of one yezmr's activity
despite the fact my brother David in Dundee ,and myself on the spot,.reguested a. .
meeting of the members to discuss and decide the issue. The Hon., Secretary;.lan
Sillars, has not had the decency to acknowledge our letters let alone deal with
that business. Had 1% been a spoof setup, a fifth column growp, that Scottish
group, eould scdrcely be more successful., Nr Rennie admits that exﬁinction is not
far away if the Movement is not inspired by new members, fresh ideas and more agiiv-
ity, Now, the"Scoitish League for Land Value Taxation"languishes in the doldrums.
Imagine that! Is there any sign of Radicalism in such behaviour? I dom't hold that
the situation is hopeless or I would drop it now. Still, there is much to be done
te arrest this policy of drifi and to direct the Movement on the true course of
"Ground Rent for State Revenue.”

From the sign of things the Dutch and the Danish Justice Party are heading the
right way which is all te the good. J.J. Pot;{NETHERLANDS) ggrees with my arguments,
Une item from Henry George's“Sociaﬁ?roblems*I desire to eall your attention ic,
it is;See "The First Great Reform¥, Chapter XI1X, Page, 179, in Hew Popular Edition,
He said this 93 years ago, and under entirely different fiscal conditions; "Whether.

this would prove...the best way....is hardly at this stage worih discussing.¥
Though Henry George goes on to advocate "itaxation of land values"(his pardonable
migtake) he did realise that changes were possible and that other and better ways
of obtaining ground rent direct would be found. The point I am méking ig that many
changes have happened, especially with taxes at saturation condition snd that a few,
at least know that "taxation of land values"is impossible. One cannot make a virtue
of vice. We have been stuck with this belief in the possibility of "taxing land
values™ But as Bismarck stated: “Politics is the art of the possible.” Researching
_ source knowledge shall prove all I have stated asgs fact, And ¥Pacts arse Chisls that

Wanna ding.® Ag an item of interest. I am contemplating visiting New York., 27+
May---30t3 June,19Y7, If you can use my services I am wilf%gg to @ﬁ%{ge,_?ﬁq’ Tth
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