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The Georgist Journal is distributed to members of the International
Union for Land Value Taxation and Free Trade, the i orgi
Organizations and the Henry George Institute.
SR
Objects of the International Union for Land Value Taxation and Free
Trade, 212 Piccadilly, London, Wi 9HG, England: [www.interunion.org.uk]

The objects of this organization shall be to stimufate in all countries a
public opinion favourable to permanent peace and prosperity for all peoples,
through theé progressive removal of the basic economic causes of poverty and
war, as these causes are demonstrated in the writings of Henry George.
Specifically, towards the realization of these objects, the Union favours the
raising of public revenues by public collection of the rental value of land apart
from improvements and the abolition of taxes, tariffs or imposts that interfere
with the free production and exchange of wealth.

HXR
Statement of Purpose of the Council of Georgist Organizations,
P.O. Box 57, Evanston, IL 60204, USA: - [www.progress.org/cgol

The mission of the Council of Georgist Organizations is to foster
communication and cooperation among organizations teaching the philoso-
phy of Henry George and working to bring about the reforms he advocated.
Understanding land to include all of nature, to which all have an equal right to
use but not abuse, the Council seeks to liberate the earth from monopoly,
production from taxation, and humanity from poverty. On behalf of its
members and affiliates, the Council sporsors an annual conference and
maintains a directory of sympathetic organizations and individuals.
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Statement of Purpose of the Henry George Institute, 121 East 30th
Street, New York, NY 10016, USA: [www.henrygeorge.org]

In accordance with the philosophy of Henry George, the Henry George
Institute holds that all persons have a right to the use of the earth and that all have
aright to the fruits of their labor. To implement these rights it is proposed that the
rent of fand be taken by the community as public revenue, and that all taxes on
labor and the fruits of labor be abolished. The Institute believes with George that
“Liberty is justice and justice is the natural law,” and that the social and economic
ilis besetting the world today are the result of non-conformance to natural law.
The Institute pledges itself to bring this philosophy to the attention of the public
by all suitable means.” s

For information about joining, write to the respective organization.







With One Voice

[ don’t usually use the “try this” headphones at the big record store, but a new
album by Ramsey Lewis caught my eye — with upraised hands of many colors,
on the cover — so I had a listen, and from the very start of the joyous
processional, “Oh Happy Day,” I was hooked. This CD of righteous Gospel
music, with fine piano work by a jazz master, has brought me more sheer
boogie-across-the-kitchen happiness than any I've heard in years. Lewis — a

by Lindy Davies

top-shelf jazz stylist for over four decades — joins the 60-voice choir of St.
James Memorial A M.E. Church in Chicago, and a joyful noise is made. In the
big numbers, the full-throated choir trades licks with the piano, Hammond
organ, the hardworking drurm and an enormous, force-of-nature electric bass,
further and further up to huge crescendos. These alternate with flowing,
meditative piano interludes, during which one can palpably hear, between the
wisely-spaced notes, the silence of that whole church full of people.

As good as this record is, it wouldn’t be Georgist Journal material, if not
for one song, which serves as a kind of touchstone for all the rest, and
compelled me to “consider in the spirit” some of our
familiar questions of economic justice. The song is
called “Bless me (Prayer of Jabez).”

Its arrangement is lush; the choir introduces it with
deep, grateful reverence — the first few bars of the song
are deeply moving. It took me a few hearings to even
care about the words: “Bless me — Bless me — Oh
Lord, Bless me indeed, Enlarge — my territory!”

Now, what in the world is up with thae? I found
out that the Prayer of Jabez comes from 1 Chronicles 4:10: “Jabez called on
the God of Israel, saying, ‘Oh that you would bless me and enlarge my
border, and that your hand might be with me, and that you would keep me
from hurt and harm!” And God granted what he asked.”

In 2000, The Prayer of Jabez was a best-selling book, by one Bruce
Wilkinson. It was such a hit that it generated a spin-off campaign of ancillary
“Jabez” items such as bracelets, shirts, posters, videos, etc. The Jabez prayer
was touted as a talisman that would bring all manner of worldly goods to
those who competently uttered it; it was, in Wilkinson’s words, “the key to a
life of extraordinary favor with God.”

I found that a bit off-putting; it wasn’t the sort of theological message I
thought I was getting from this (in every other detail) incredibly beautiful
musical offering. Nor did it seem to jibe with the message set forth in the rest
of the songs, resounding as they did with community, solidarity and love in

the face of suffering: the message of liberation in the black gospel tradition.
(continued on page 39)
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ually our cover offers some sort of topical reflection of major themes
ealt with in that issue. Not so, this time — the cover merely reminds
us that war grinds on, shattering lives and accomplishing nothing. War is
certainly a Georgist issue —— indeed, in some ways, war is the Georgist issue.
In a just, prosperous scciety, affording ample opportunity for everyone,
wouldn’t the underlying cause of war be removed? Wouldn’t our weapons
either be beaten into plowshares, or displayed in museums as historical

curiosities?

I happened to hear a recent radio interview with Thich Nhat Hanh, who
said that war is caused by “wrong perception.” At first glance that seemed
naive — but the more I thought about it, the truer it seemed. In fact, I think
we can deinonstrate the truth of that, even without venturing into controver-
sial areas of foreign policy. If we can assume that human beings are capable,
at the very least, of acting rationally on the information they have, then we
must admit cthat making war is a desperate act. It is undertaken in the belief
that the consequences of making war — which are always disastrous — will
be better than the consequences of not doing so. But — has war ever made
anything better, even for the victor? It may have seemed to, sometimes, for
imperial powers, in the short term. Bug, Latifundia perdidere lialiam. War
has never been the right choice; it has never yielded a better outcome than
peace. The notion that it might do so is indeed a wrong perception.

I know no more of Thich Nhat Hanh than what I heard in this
interview, but what I heard made a lot of sense. He suggested more and
better listening. People who have a grievance, who belive that they have been
victims of injustice, he said, should be invited to speak aloud in public, and
be listened to (not “dialogued with,” critiqued or criticized, mind you, but
listened to), I think that’s a very good idea.

Perhaps there’s a lesson there for us, too -—— we who have so much to say.
We're always frustrated that nobody is willing to listen ro us. Bur are we
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Charging for Common Land

affecring that righr is only a necessary limitation upon that right so that the

(continued from page 9)

right remains equal.

The requirements of joint rights (that is, public owiership}, Mr. George
argues, displaces the emphasis from the enjoyment of the right to use land to
the limitations upon its use. Restriction is given pride of place over freedom.
Georgists who would use a congestion charge do just that. They set a
condition, a payment, efore one may use common land. That pre-condition
may very well prevent the exercise of an inalienable right, and turn ordinary
people into trespassers, when all that government is entitled to do is to place
necessary limits upon the use of common land while iz is being used, to ensure
that the right to use it remains as far as possible equal.

Letter from Nicaragua

is already experiencing increased positive results and perceiving growing
opportunities. For example, the new Director of the state-run water com-
pany led Nicaragua’s most outspoken consumer interest lobby! It is as if
George Bush appointed Ralph Nader as the head of the EPA! The fact that
the Sefiora Herrera has been a cordial ally of the IHG over the last few years
strikes an all the more optimistic note for us. She has offered to receive
members of our group to assist them in sending the IHG tax reform proposal
to the national Congress.

Another good sign is that the IHG’s first CE course of the year filled up
to over capacity (86), and the phone kept ringing chree days after the course
started. It seems that people are starting to allow themselves to feel the
possibility of real change. Our only concern would be that the Sandinista
government may miss the boat and fall into some of the same traps which
alienated the private sector and seriously eroded the national economy
(including astronomical inflation). But those concerns are in the background
because, in fact, 1) we are not back in the 1980°s with the US government
mining Nicaraguan harbors, blowing up b'ridges and health clinics and
promoting guerrilla war against Nicaragua; 2) Nicaragua is now part of the
growing political-ecconomic bloc of governments which offers support for
reasonable reform initiatives, and 3} the new Sandinista government seems
to have learned humility and practical wisdom in the process of losing three
presidential elections over the years.

So, though you still have to be on the lookout for missing manhole covers,
there is real reason to be optimistic, and we feel a sense of urgency to move
ahead with the planned expanded activities of the IHG project to take advan-
tage of what seems to be a window of opportunity in Nicaragua.

-38 -

(continued from page 11)
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-E-he @picag G@@i‘giﬁ is a layman rather than an expert. He

is the citizen George speaks of who
must think about political economy, rather than an expert in economics. A
Georgist is more concerned with the ethical implications of political acts
affecting economic life than with abstract economics or technical economic data.
For him economics is a means to a moral end. - Robert Clancy

The Georgist Journal (ISSN 0887-6290), published by the Henry
George Institute, 121 East 30th Street, New York, NY 10016, USA.
Lindrith Davies, Editor. Readers are invited to submit suitable irems.

Email: lindy@henrygeorge.org

Views expressed in signed articles are the authors’ own, and do not
necessarify represent those of the Henry George Institute.
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One Hundred Years of
Land Values in Chi-
cago are available at
the website of the
University of Chicago
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implementation of the UN-HABITAT 1996 Action Agenda recommenda-
tions for land value capture and land based tax policy. The training marerial
will be available via the Internet, and will be geared toward public officials,
NGO and grassroots leaders, and others who are committed to ensuring
access to land for affordable shelter for all.

The training will focus in particular on the capture of land value for
public revenue and the land tools that are crucial to the successful implemen-

tation of this policy, such as land assessments, cadastral systems, and land
registration. We will
document and dissemi-
nate existing best prac-
tices and lessons learned
on LVT/C, and develop
a curriculum for a short
Internet based course on
implementing LVT/C.
The online home of this
effort will be the GLTN
website at www.gltn.net.

The project, which
will have to deal with advising emerging market economies having litile or no
experience with sophisticated cadastral systems, must address such questions as:

1. Where has LVT been implemented so far and what are the results?

2. How does a council with limited resources assess land values?

3. How would LV'T' be implemented in a small community with limited
resources and what are the barriers?

4. How is it best managed to tax existing landowners who have not been
taxed in the pas@?

5. Given that land tax can be imposed on the poor, how is that best
managed without causing market evictions?

6. What is the way forward if there is no valuation process in place in the
country?

The UN Habitat GLTN Land Value Taxation/Capture Project will be
directed and coordinated by Alanna Hartzok. A grant of $20,000 has been
provided for this work, which will be administered by Earth Rights Institute,
a US-based non-profit organization co-directed by Hartzok and Anne Goeke,
both UN NGO Representatives for the International Union for Land Value
Taxation and Free Trade. Earth Rights Institute is also a member organiza-
tion of the IU. For further information or if you would like to be involved
with this project please contact Alanna Hartzok at earthrts@pa.net.
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left with a per-square-foot land value in this neighborhood of $388 — full
order of magnitude greater than the value given for the lot pictured here.

335 DeGraw Street

The dimensions of this parcel (40 x
100) are a bit hard to figure out. The 40
foot side is on Smirth St.; the 100 f&. side
is on DeGraw and includes the 2-story
house and garage, and the garden that
occupies the corner section of the lot.
Because this is a Class 1 (small residen-
tial) property, assessments are based on comparable sales, of which there have
been many in this neighborhood; the city said this parcel’s marker value for
"06 was $1,445,000. The property tax bill for 06 was $5,391.

Right around the corner at 348 Sackett St., a similar Class 1 parcel sold
for $1,260,000 in December, 2005. It had a three-story building on a 20 x
100 lot. Its 2006 property tax bill was $2,274, or 0.18% of the selling price.

There’s a bit more to the story here, which points out the unfairness that’s

built into the tax system. Class 1 properties (buildings housing up to three
families) account for over two-thirds of New York City’s parcels — but less
than one per cent of them (6,177) are in Manhattan. Unlike zoning classifica-
tions, the tax class simply refers to the current use of the building; a class 1
parcel becomes a class 2 parcel as soon as a bigger building gets built on it. This
potential places a huge premium on the value of class 1 parcels in Manhattan
— but, they are subject to the same “tax relief” offered to small homeowners in
the outer boroughs: the property tax bill is applied to only 6% of the “market
value”, as opposed to 45% for all the other classes.
360 Smith Street We're at the corner of
Smith St. and 2nd Place. There’sa 10x 10
newsstand on the corner; the lot is 82 x
114. In 2006 the city said the land value
was $255,000, approximately $27 per
square foot. Do you suppose the
newsstand’s rent covered the $11,518 this
parcel was charged in taxes this year?

The 16 x 100 lot next door at 125
2nd Pl. — Class 1 — is currently valued by the city ar $1,598,000, but its
land is only supposed to be worth $108,000. This land ought to be worth less
per square foot than the large corner lot. But let’s give them the benefit of the
doubt and say it is the same PSF; that would make the land worth $43,200

- 34 -

very little effect on land price, because the removal of the other taxes would
make the land more attractive and more productive, which would raise
prices, while the higher land tax would make it less attractive — but
without making it less productive.

Gtoss rent would be affected by two conflicting tendencies. Without LVT,
rents are driven up by the artificial scarcity of land. As the best land comes into
use, the worst land falls oirt of use. Because the rent of better land is related to

i 1 A st i Il Fall hnizan eolon Al oo
is advantages over the cheapest LRI LG USE, IChU Win [En OCCause tiie cncapest

land in use will be better land than it was before the LVT shift. That tendency,
however, is offsct by the climination of taxes tied to productivity. The rental
value of lands that are spectacularly productive is held down by taxes that
penalize productivity. Because these high-productivity lands generate a lot of
sales and income taxes when fully used, and because these sales and income
taxes come out of profits, less rent is offered for the most productive locations.
The removal of those taxes will increase rents on the best sites.

As a result, the advantage differential between the best and worst land in
use could go up, even though the worst land in use under a land tax is much
better than the worst land in use in the pre-LVT situation had been. T cannot
say with even slight confidence which factor will be stronger, because these
opposite influences interplay so much with complex human behavior as to
prevent quantitative analysis. In other words, while land prices will definitely
go down, gross rent could go up or down.

Net rent, on the other hand, will go up, because net rent does not include
rent that is fritctered away from disuse or underuse of land. Eliminating chat
underuse eliminates gross rent — but not net rent. Only the rising of the margin
eliminares net rent. As the best land comes into use ar high rents, and the land
that goes out of use was the worst and lowest-rent land anyhow, the net effect has
got to be an increase in rents realized.

The situation would also lead to a great increase in productivity and
efficiency, which would also increase net rents more than gross rents.

So far, however, I have only spoken in the context of replacing other taxes
with land value tax or site rents. I have not spoken of collecting land rents and
giving per capita dividends. I like the dividends from a justice perspective, and
I think they also have merit as a popular measure. However, I do not believe
that dividends would increase net rents unless we are talking about a small
community that uses dividends to attract people from the outside. Even then,
dividends will nor attract the most productive people —as tax cuts would —
and would not have as much of a rent-increasing effect as tax cuts would have.
Is that a good thing or a bad thing? It probably depends on whether you are
asking a landlord, a tenant, or an owner-occupant.

-7




Sgg-
21,28 91 Suraown 10§ 00000 1S snoruS & Mo am J1 "3[qrdSau st Jutpping
£1015-3U0 23 Jo OnjeA dY1 ‘ASTOT Jo PUTY ST JO] "J9UIOD E WO JOU SEM 1I
mq (G/ X gf) 1987e] 31q © S 10 Y [, "STE[JOP UO[I J[EY E PUE DUO 10§ 9(0T
ady ur pjos “wong puog ¢og 1 9fered L101s-suo Aqresu T AppQ
(;STEIS JIBWPUE] S1] J2IMDINYDIE IATIDUNSIP
$T1.013N(]) {088°GE £q posearouT anea Surpymng
o AyM “Y7§ Moqe 4q paddo.sp onfea pue]
ot s&es DAN 90, PUE 10, u2omdg "000°95T$
ST 3N[eA IIBUI [BI01 £ /°Q¢ ¢ ST 100] aTenbs 1ad
aN[eA PIe] 2Y1 1B SN S[[P3 LI 9Y ] 10] 09 X ¢T
JIIUD Y} 19400 JUIPyING Y |, “IUSUIYSTEIS
Sunyuup/Sururp A1ois-o[3urs € sT 219 13308 J9)INg 79
"880°9% st |[iq xe1 f1xedord 1ua1Imo
S1] *S[$ AJuo £q paseadur sey anjea Pue] 1EYI sAEs DX N 1942Mm0Y “Surpying
11 01 PATIRJSUETL ST UIPING Y {, "paSueypd 10U sty Surp[ing 2y JoJ ‘onfea pue|
ur 9511 B A[[EOTUIOU003 — BT WIS 000F S Aq dn ouos sey anjea jayTew,
Y [, {100P 1XIU 10] IPUIOD ) UBY} SIOW YONW — ()¢ /$ 10J SIUNODOE PU¥|
243 YILYM JO ‘000‘60TS STONTRA 13[IEW 5 [a018d 211 18 $n S| A0 JY T, 10]
271 SWIes ) Wo 1[Ing $IT “IWS g/ ST 100p Ix2u JuIpying £1015-¢ YT,
‘8061 $ St [[1q Xe1 3uaniny) 100y a1enbs
-12d 0 TES 1000, FF$ ST an[ea pur| 3yl
sfes Ao oy ‘uonels Lemqns 1uade(pe
311 JO $2qO}3 2213 A[puaLlj Y3 0TON
SO JUDUISSISSE ST UT PIIST] ST SSAIPPE
190118 OU {UDIFEH\ PUE ITWG JO JOUIOD
S Te 10] JUBOBA GC X G ® ST ST
I8 ylwig,

‘SsaUpPIem JUITXISSISSE ﬁugpusqpugw

JO 54013 B PRIA QUO SIY) Y] ‘UOLNSUEI} UI SPOOYIOqUSIAN “s[euoissajord
Buno4 Jo XNjuT UL UIIS SEY BB I3 Apus0a1 Ing— spooq‘mqqﬁpu usppH
-oturd ‘p21y3ipq 150w § L1 S1J1 JO SUO SEM (SWIOS Aq  SUIPFED) [[OHE)),, PI[[ED
Mou) Yool Py ‘gu[ddgns 10} DU ® =l il -strroned 1TIQTII(]OTDA:T) gIII
-nﬁpmg owos punoj pue — pooyroqysiou Joor] pay sudpjooq ui Bu!sn()q
S[qepIofE quno's “(IYJ Mou B ‘BUISUPUET BRI “I(] ‘W Jo 2u
"WI2ISAS X2 PUE TUSUISSISSE D1BISD [B2X § AND) IO MIN] JO I5UIS 2UIOS IEUT
01 1aford € uo Sunjiom are pue “Y§-pUNOID) TOWWOY) jo 13deyp
e se pazueSio aary uwnfe [0oypg 287090y Aruayy jo dnosd prdanur

uApjoosg ur woojg pue 1ysig

_8_

PUPT UOULHLO) 1O SaAATyT) fo fioag [ sy T po[Ted
1epooq 2ded-7¢ B ul s aeep 2ary | s xe1 ajdurs o o s1aduep oy Furpnyput ‘pue|
WOUWIIIO? WO S2SIBYP JO asn [es12ATUN AUE UF SIISUED PUE 25ED 911 UT SAIDUASISUOOTT Y T 4

asuas [E3a] & UT 95N JATSN[OX2 Y 127 SAT[dWT 1] "W 2U0 Y JO SISUIS 0M)
Bursnyuoo Aq ANqiqIpad s11 suTed asm angsmpaxa WA AP 232 MmITA AW U]
"Apanonpoid sow 3 asn M
PUE 1T Paall 1S0TT OT[as SO} Aq PIsT ST IT 3211 FULINSUD ST ‘PUT] UOTLOD
Jo asn o1 Ut s1y31 Jenba soazasaid sty 7 sasn 12710 qIiam asn s31 sasifenbs pue|
yoururod uo 23reqo Aue Sy "PUE[ JO SN JAISN[IXD UE S1IASSe Suzay faiau
rep sa1e[masod 17 “dryssaumo o1jqnd jo worizesse ay armbar 01 weas 10U s20p
ey} pUE] TOWWOD TO s3TTeYd 10J IUSWNSIe IDYIOUE ST 2191 “I2AIMOL]
"MOQE] Aq UMEIP
ST [I[Eas [OTGM WOTJ  JIOATISAT  2T[1 ST 10B] UT pueT "paumo 3uraq jo a[qedes
10U PUE [I[EaM 10U ST IT YONS SY "SSAPs0d snyyy sT pue peonpord tou s1 pue]
T WEP s1Y Aq pawnyuod s paumo Aprjqnd 10u sT pur] 381 M1A ST T,
-Aiqissodwit ue A[Tea]0 ST 1B PUE] JO I5ED I3
uy *pasn aq Aewr urypdue a1ojaq 3213e s1g3ur 1utof Y 350 [[E YRI S3mbar
aunodoe Jueq Jutof & o)1) SIyS1r 1utof 70,4 *ANPINSQE O1 SPEI] PUT] Ul SIYIH
wrof yet sande 53105 "IN (AT "YD 1 d) 4249050]24d paxajdiad | UL pue|
Jo dryszeumo orjqnd a1 1sure@e sandre o3100n) Aruapy peourd 3q 10u Azw
11 “paUMO 10U ST PUB[ UOWTWOD J1 Ing -901d Aq paredo[e pue painuai 2q 03
spasu aoejIms pue] | ar01m usuodoid suo sy orqnd a1 Aq paumo s1 pue [[e
18 108f 21 Aq pasturni3a] are sadreyp wonsaguoo 1y pandie s111 20ud
"1 707 95TeTD B 10BX2 01 PINNIUR ST SUO OU UYL
PaUMO 10U ST 1T J] "POUMO 2q 18IT] IS paBueyaxa Fury 311 123 $9ILIISs0U
Sunpdue Jo 23ueyoxy - s1qdur L1rodord, wodn papunoy aq 1snw sadreysy
-o1qnd a2y £q paumo ST puE] e 1ey3 UOR
-U21U00 3 Aq ST pasTwmIga] are PUE] TOWNUIOD U0 $331eyd ABM JOTYD 31 T,

,$384BYD) UoNSAZUGY), JO SUOIIEPUNOS |EDITAI0 |

" SADIA TBY) 10J SISEqQ
reorqdosopqd I{ 1A A]2]0s slzap 11 ISAO2IO "UCIIEPUNO] 1SIZ1035) OU JARY
90 Ul.l_) Toris 0'&03 “T.{'.‘[ I(IQEUb alm.w O] Pau.;a.)uu.) bl a[.)u.w jalJL{ bll,lj_‘

15131025y se panasnf snip are soreyd vonsaBuon)

“UOTIBXE] JN[BA PUE[ JO StIoy 218 A3t 1eU1 ondie pue sodreydp yons yim 2013e

s15181021) Swog “pios Sy snoydnoi sijied jeuoriea pue siods Linesq ‘ssyoeag
‘speo1 Awew uo Junresado are ‘sodreyo 01150300 10/pUE ‘S[JO1 “MON] 95N §

01 SUOAIA 10} 201) Se popredor Udaq SeY puR| UOWWOY ‘AffeUuoniper

Yt perqony 49

pue uowwo)) o} Suidieyd



Harrison briefly reviews key indicators of individual well-being to show
that the United States has failed an even greater portion of its people than have
the other industrialized nations — and the depth of failure is increasing. He
asks Americans to examine the fundamental values on which our society exists:

In the 1960s, something started to go seriously wrong. The nation’s state of

happiness did not improve alongside the aggregate increase in material prosper-

ity. Why? Was this not offensive ro the constitution of America?

Even during times of near “full employment”, millions of families re-
mained impoverished. What went wrong in the 1960s, in part, was the
acceptance of ongoing borrowing from the wealthy in lieu of asking them to
contribute proportionately to the costs of public spending: The changes in tax
law advanced by the Bush administration and the Republican majority Con-
gress have orchestrated the largest transfer of tax burden in US history, while
pulling Federal debt to a level that would cause panic in any other nation in the
world. Fred Harrison reminds American readers that “...if the US government
wishes to balance its books by 2040, on present policies it must either cut total
federal spending by 60% or raise federal taxes by 200%.”

It remains to be seen what, if any, measures the incoming Congress, and
the new administration in 2008, will take to prevent collapse of the US
financial system and economy. Fred Harrison sees no hope without truly
radical reform. Society must establish what it has resisted for so long: measures
that achieve justice in the realm of property. The public collection of rent
ought to replace taxation of the goods we produce and the services we provide
to one another. Not only is this just, argues Harrison, but achieves the highest
level of economic efficiency. Given the state of the world, urgency would seem
to demand immediate change. Harrison is a bit less demanding:

I am nor arguing for the abolition of all taxes tomorrow. A few may be
retained, but they need to be renegotiated. The rules regulating their use need
to be carefully framed to rebalance the distribution of power between the
individual, civil society and the state... Tax reform is necessary becanse the state
converts much of its revenue into an asset that is handed over to those who have
Sfinancial claims to land (these include banks and mortgage institutions). If we
are to abolish this inequity, people themselves must initiate the action that leads
to the democratization of their public finances. They need to specify what,
precisely, they regard as “the common good”, and how this can be delivered.

Once again, Fred Harrison has issued a powerful salvo. His voice must
be joined by many others. Privilege is a powerful enemy, strengthened by
ignorance and despair. We shall see if Ricardo’s Law provides the spark to re-
light the torch of liberty carried by Paine, then lifted high by Henry George,
only to fall to the ground — where it has rested for far too long.

S 3% -

stems from the mere physical occupation of space. At the moment ‘exclusive
use’ in the mere physical sense of the occupation of space does not imply an
exclusive use in a legal sense.

This would require the passage of legislation identifying the mere occu-
pation of space as its exclusive use in a legal sense, equivalent to the holding
of a private title. This legislation would virtually privatise all common land.
It would also require legislation that effectively dealt with the enormous tasks
of measuring the value of any space that anyone at any time was using, and
collecting and enforcing such payments.

Those who hold this view must convince the vast majority of mankind,
who use common Jand without any sense of having any exclusive use of it,
that they are wrong. '

Of course the same sort of problems really plague any idea that the use of
common land really amounts to some kind of informal leasehold, such as the
contention that the use of “pre-emptive capital” (like surfboards, motor
boats, or four wheel drives) should be charged.

Reverting to Principle

. I believe, however, that when we follow the advice of Henry George and
“revert to principle”, that the foundations for congestion charges disappear.
Georgism begins with the GGolden Rule, as declared by Thomas Jefferson,
that all men are cieated equal in natural rights, and that the purpose of
government is to secure those inalienable rights for everyone. A careful look
at A Perplexed Philosopher shows that Mr. George argued just that: that each
has a fundamental or inalienable right to the use of land, and that govern-
ment may not interfere with that right. All that it may do is to adjust the use
of land so that each retains an equal right to use it.

The ‘single tax’ is but one application of those principles. It is a principle
that may adjust the conflicting claims of more than one individual to the
exclusive use of the same piece of land. Mr. George, however, in the chapter
noted above, gives us (in the use of the gentlemen’s club) another way of
adjusting more temporary ‘conflicts’ over the use of land, and that is the use of
good manners and conventions premised upon the acknowledgement by the
parties of their “co-equal” (not exclusive) right to the use of common land.

The observation of these few conventions and rules allow virtual free-
dom of movement on common land, even if that land is being used by some
hundreds of people. If this common right to the use of land does not exist on
roads, in parks, and on beaches, then where does The Commons exist?

Mr. George stresses that the right is fundamental; it is the right thac
really matters. Any justifiable regulation or convention (continued on page 38)
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Ricardo’s Law

Ricardo’s Law: House Prices and the Great Tax Clawback Scam, &y Fred
Haryrison, 2006, Shepheard-Walwyn, 320.pp. Review by Ed Dodson.

Ithough there is consistent truth in the statement, “history is written by
/W the victors,” the voices of critics now and again emerge from the wild-
erness. In two instances, that of Thomas Paine and Henry Geotge, the path they
chose was journalism. Their writings ignited the moral conscience of people
from all walks of life. What made their contributions extraordinary was the
pursuit of truth without regard to what might happen to them in their own lives.

With his most recent book, Ricardo’s Law, journalist Fred Harrison adds
his voice to that moral crusade. He does so with
the advantage of a deeper historical perspective.
Paine’s efforts helped to secure the future of
republican governance and democratic pro-
cesses. George and his supporters formed the
Progressive vanguard fighting for an end to mo-
nopoly privilege. Tragically, they failed. Fred

Harrison provides a “take no prisoners” analysis
of the subsequent failed efforts by both central
planners and so-called free market proponents
to solve the problems of wealth concentration
and generational poverty. Ricardo’s Law resur-
rects the land question as the most important
societal issue yet to be addressed.

“The theory of land rent,” Harrison writes, “provides the single most
illuminating way to track the dynamics of the enterprise economy.” Acting
on this knowledge, however, requires a degree of moral integrity few political
leaders display. His challenge to them is direct: “They bear personal respon-
sibility for the expectations they create when they seck power.”

For the British people, landed privilege was firmly established by the
Magna Carta, and has never lost its grip. Despite periods when political
power was wrestled from Tory conservatives, only the appearance of reform
occurred. In the process, writes Harrison, “the intellectual landscape has
been so distorted that rational people are co-opted into abusing their wel-
fare.” Citizenship has been replaced by faith in experts, in the professionals,
to come up with measures to solve social problems:

No one false statement, issued by individuals or agencies in authorizy, closes our
minds. But the cumulative impact of persistent falsehoods and half-truths exer-
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this can last up to sixteen hours) and there is a growing market for privace
provision of water via trucks. People buy up large barrels and water tanks if
they can afford it — and the costs got up for everyone. You can clearly see the
growing anarchy, as the naturally comunal functions of government are
shifted to the responsibility of the private sector.

Today’s newspaper says, “Potable Water Service About to Collapse” and

other story, “Puerto Cabezas [city on Nicaragua’s Adantic coast] With-
whai we }1 € Wldl oW, Lhd.L LUU.lld lﬁc piT:u_y' Sci‘IOijS
According to the Director of the
national water company, if the
company does not receive signifi-
cant new funding, potable and
waste water services will be se-
verely interrupted by December.
That doesn’t look good, for living
or building. As it is, we only have a
piddly stream of water from 10pM
to 5pM at the IHG building site. If
that water crisis materializes,
people will be fighting to buy wa-
ter from trucks — and you can imagine what the prices will be like.

Still, as I write these lines, the georgist in me is rubbing his hands
together because I sense a great opportunity to reach our students, and the
population at large, with the truth of our message, and the feasibility of the
solution we offer. Those who work in psychological therapy tell us that to
make a successful intervention, you need to have leverage with your patient,
that there needs to be a motivation, and even better, an urgency on their
part, in order for them to want to change, to get better, to participate and
benefit from therapy. This is what I sense happening here and now.

SINCE I WROTE THE ABOVE, last October, a hotly contentious national
clection came to a head, and we are now one month into the new government.
The electricity rationing is down to a minimum, and the water company is
undergoing major reform. Daniel Ortega took over the government with what
seerns, to most observers, a very mature and responsible attitude of reconcilia-
tion. Even his political foes, including the US government, admit that the new
Sandinista government seems to be setting the bases for an actempt at inclusive
and stable government. The mood among the population is”wait and see,” but
as the days pass, 2 new optimism seems to be creeping into the public mind.
How this will effect the IHG’s efforts to educate the people, institutions and
government of Nicaragua remains to be seen, but the IHG (continued on page 38)

Someone’s horse grages on the public way in Managua
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Henry George’s Letter at the Funeral of Karl Marx

&y Bruce Oatman

ose of us who know of no other remark by Henry George about Karl

Marx than his description of him as “the Prince of Muddleheads,” will be
surpised to learn that an earlier commientary by George has come to our
attention in the form of a letter that was read at a memorial service for Marx
at New York’s Cooper Union on March 20, 1883. The historian Phillip S.
Foner reports: “The meeting brought together for the first time members of
socialist and anarchist groups, members of the Knights of Labor and the
American Federation of Labor, single-taxers and socialists, and workers of
different nationalities and languages.”

I was led to the letter by a chance conversation with Liz Mestres, the
director of the Brecht Forum in New York. She remembered having read
George’s tribute to Marx years before. After some digging, she found it in a
compendium of comments at the time of Marx’ death, Kar! Murx Remem-
bered, P.S. Foner, editor, published in 1983 by Synthesis Publications, San
Francisco. The editor found the letéer in the March 25, 1883 issuc of a labor
newspaper, Voice of the People, an organ of the group that sponsored the
meeting.

The New York Times set the scene in. its articlé on March 21, 1883;

A very large mass-meeting of Socialists, Commuinists, and working men, to do

honor to the memory of Karl Marx, was held last evening ar the Cooper

Institute. A large portrait of the German Socialist was bung over the stage, and

above it was the inscription, “Vive Ulnternationale,” while round both were

placed the blood-red banners of the Communists and Socialistic labor clubs.

P.J. McGuire called the meeting to ovder. Victor Drury, the first speaker, said

that Karl Marx was upbraided and derided, as were all the others who founded

and supported the International. The capitalists and powers that be in Eurape
dreaded the International because it advocated the abolition of standing

armies and the effacement of State boundaries. The speaker then made a

general attack on all capitalists, aristocrats, the boutgeoisie, Professsors, schol-

ars, and all other classes who do not to manual lubor in the workshap....

Henry George’s Letter

am unable to accept the invitation of our committee to address the meeting

% at Cooper Institute, but I desire to express my deep respect for a man whose
life was devoted to efforts for the improvement of social conditions.

I never had the good fortune to meet Karl Marx, nor have I been able to

read his works, which are untranslated into English. 1 am consequently

incompetent to speak with precision of his views. As I understand them,

_08 -

they’re not, well, hot under the collar.
What has increased is not the incidence of road rage, but the reporting of
road rage. Minor incidences that once went unrecorded are now reported to
the police, and incidents that once passed
unnoticed on police blotters are now head-
line news. The public now thinks that there
is a great increase in road rage, just as they
think there have been more police chases
since the advent of the news helicopter.

Halloween Candy

Today’s kids are not allowed to touch
their “booty” after trick-or-treating until par-
ents carefully inspect it, because news shows
have reported so many “shocking” incidents of candy bars laced with straight
pins, razor blades, glass, etc.

Strangely, though, no child has ever actually eaten such a candy bar and
been hurt by it. Experts now agree that these things are placed into candy
bars by the children themselves, who then run to their parents and become
the center of attention as “victims” of nefarious child-haters.

There are several cases of children bringing booby-trapped candy to their
parents in one town, moving to another town, and having the same child
again report dangerous.candy to his parents. There have also been no cases of
children from multiple families in a neighborhood finding booby-trapped
candy. Still, the news media solemnly warns parents each year to check their
children’s candy, perpetuating the myth.

Child Molestation

Another problem steeped in pop-dread fiction is child molestation, and
this one has a bit of corn-pone opinion behind it, so I should explain what
that means. Mark Twain was once rold by a slave, “You tell me whar a man
gits his corn-pone (i.e., where his bread is buttered), en I'll tell you what his
‘pinions is.” Twain went on to argue that the strongest influence on opinions
is personal identity, not financial reward. Thus, for example, Democrats
tend to believe everything that makes Republicans look bad, and vice versa.

Vested interests, in this case social workers, perpetuate myths that
enhance their own importance, but, according to Twain, do so more to
bolster their self-image than for mercenary reasons.

In any case, daytime talk shows, from the relatively well-meaning Oprah
down to the most salacious panderers, have showed a steady parade of social

-13-



.,L-Z_-.

UOSUOIA] e — “197729 AJNWLWOD 34 I§RL 0]
sueat d1j1ads 01 US1| 01 APEaI USYY JIE PIIOISII U SBY IDUBJE] |EUIIIU] ISOUM
ajdoay -Feng 1sunwwod e saey noA 1o Hrunuawod e jo juel yieys uonadwod
13w 334 © 3aey nok 1ayus sdes 1eyr epuefedoid juawuiaro$-nue *Aunwwoed
-pke 341 FualunoD “ploY taag aaey Ay sy sy Supungap ‘suondwnsse as|ey
193 ynm 3jdoad Fuiguoyuod st 21005 Furwiojsuen o3 £y ay1 uIy: | “SaulydEW
Funansuoo pardnuod aq oy Juem Ajeas 1uop jdoad yuiy | -aw 348 53pamouy
YIS SUEfRq [BUIDUL Y] 0] 12(gNS STyl INOGE JI0W PUBISIIPUR O} PIIUEM |
-aoue[eq Aeuowidwo) s4j s1 uoneue|dxa s,3810a1y (Ui INOGe 2A0] | JBYM
*poog [e1ouaf 3yl 1o ssauisng s3jejnal pue aanenu
[BUOSI3d SPIE WI)SAS 3.Mu3) pur)/xe] 1igf pue npnaseyul ongnd sy -sweigosd
pue sypom o1gnd 1oy snidins oy 21e210 sdjay asiidiagua jeuosiad o aanuaour jyoid
g} INJINLS HUOLOID UJ *SIUUS|dLI0D TN SN 10U 318 3531 | "Uoissatdxa-j[as
‘sajoy [euosiad Auadosd euosiad tof sanunyioddo aq ese pinoys 219y IS
) "pA[geSIP Y] ‘PO Y} “UIP[IYD 10} Suites tof sueaw ‘uondajoxd pue pie [enjnt
‘uone1adood 10) SUONMNSUI 3G PINOYS 21| "2iNJEU [ENP PadUBIEG SIY} JOLIW
pInoys A121008S [B3p] 3] PUE —— SIUMBU OM} ISIUF UIIMIIG IIUE[E] B SIAIIYIE [ENPEA
~1pur Aypeay sy ~Auadoad jeuosiad ‘uonuBooar fenpraipul ‘awn) jeuosiad ‘soeds
[euosiad ‘uoissaadxa-31as 24810 amM 3PIs 1210 241 U “uAIP[IY A[eadss — siByio
10y Fupied ‘uoreRdooD YIOMWES] ‘UoISIRUL *2A0] ‘FUIFUO[Rq 4RI IMIPIS JUO UQ)
“2INIRU [ENP € SBY $T1 JO YOBF DOUE[EQ [ELIIIUI WO NG SPOOF [BUINXD WO} Auo 10U
sawod 31 pood 3y | 3j1] poo 3i1 19Ap Luop paai8 pue wsuswnsuoy spood jo
[H € PIOS U334 SEY Y TR UIZINID 4] [[93 O3 SEFUIY) 1SI1] DY) UL | “P{OTD SI SSau
-ysyps papayBou s1 AMunwiwod 3y WSLIDWNSUOD SPIEMO] paselq 00} e} Apealfe
s A1P10s wapoy Aunuwod 3y 1o) pood a1 1ey sSuip jo Aofaed ayp o
w1090y 1nd 01 $1 ABa 127194 B YUIY) | “IOYE 31, 3M SWOJAI AU} IN0GR Fusiq (|14 Sjauq
[EIDUELL [BAPIAIPUL LO SUISO0) Jeuy) 3A31[2q Ja8uoj] ou | “purw A pagueyd aa |

30UBjRG IO SM3N POOT) DY

\ J

“Aseaue] poomAfjoH 21 jo ssoundua wueseard a1 4q
pgnn[ 24 10U pUE — J[IIEG [E21 23 JO AFeSSIUT 3} PRy ST 1] "SUONEU £q 10
S[ENpIAIPUT £q 1010y 143N0q 2q UED PUE] IEY 2A31[3q] 01 GOTSN[T snosoSuep
e s11] - Auadoxd | [re> 01 wondwnsaid a1 sey suodue ey pue| _;o 2091d 104

JO mopeys Amas Ul ‘pres 3[““"3 SE ‘DAT] Ofjs PESP PopuRI pue paduocim 250
‘s11nds asoy Surdusp dois 01 ST 9a91[aq T ‘op Isnur om SuTql ISIY oY T,
$3TBYS 1SNUI [[E 244
1B YLIED DY) U0 AUOUTIEY UT SAI] PUE SPUTIOM 1) [EIT] 01 SATIS “IaTe] AIMIUa0
B OByl SI0W ‘Oym SN [[21 01 SpPIOM FIEp S2[1dS 2ATY 1eyMm AUl
001 4amod savy poap o | adoad Lu grrm Lpuy
02y pup 1snl 3g wiig 13] 05 IUCTY 3q 12U JJT UP 231G 24 | “sa7wyd asaiyg 2a0]
J71S 1041 pup wayl paduoiqs aauo g7 strirds Tutuingas syl gim Juoiqy jrim

% -

‘sojdde [pwered SE YoNs ‘SOU0 IPBW-OWOY SYI IN( SIIPUED [BIDISWIWOD 3Y)
10U s7 usamo[fel] worj pareaddesp sey 1ByMm “puBY ISYIO SYI U() “SUOI[[I
JO saar 2 Butuarioys pue IEsy A Juruma ST IE8ns s$20X0 9yl ‘BuoAuE
pamfur Ajemioe jou aaey stozer pue suid 1yBrens s ySnoyye osnedaq
“Apueo usemoeH jo prexje ore 2[doad 1ey fam se asnf 531 aqAely
"212 ‘PRIEG[IEl USYM.
saduerp aue] L1sey AJsnoraBuep oYW 01 WYY ISNED IYBIWI YOTYM “A[[NJIesy
arowr 2aurp o[doad rey are pamseswr Ases sso] seouanbosuoo xRN
("1y81x o 01 pazaanbs Apeare ore
Aot 2smed2q 3 Y 01 IPANIUEW 10UUED 43 ] ) 'SPIEZEY Y2NS PIOAE 01 1J3]
211 01 Burraanauewr woiy red e Aq padrmsaprs Sureq 10 spr Jamas pue sajoyod
Aq umory Zuraq sisrpA> OUE[ I UT SHQAP Jo 2snedaq [onuod Jursof
s1sTAD ‘818142 9 Jo syred oty o1un red o Jo pua premroj ayp Juryunyd
pue sAemdArIp wappry jo no Juind stes ‘sred punjaq woiy mo Jurdders
supinsapad ‘sred pared jo sroop Furuado aspdoad Aq arg 198 Aoy aroyp
‘3uep 1018213 rey ur oIk ADU) 2I3YM QUE] OLJEN 3y Jo 3dpa 1y3u a1 out
pazaonbs oq soapswayy 19] L5y 1Y) purgaq wolj 1240 uni 3ulaq jJo PrEyE
0s 2re s151[o401q “9]duexd 10,1 212435 ore pearp dod jo saomanbasuoo ay T

saouanbasuo?)

“ururres Teqopd moqe snsuasuod Ay
yonsanb no4 asnesaq serjodouowr 431512 211 Jo 2pTs 21 Uo 218 NOA B PIO
Buraq Uet BW3NS ® JO 2JOW UAAD ST IT "YsNIq JEY) I patuted aq 03 paruem
Apoqou puE ‘S101S2[0W PJIYP Jo Joae] UT 3utaq JO Pasnooe ses Wyl paduay
-[EYo oym au0AUy "syuUel earq 1S oym aso1 Isurede amnssord aanedou
Sem JOIOBJ [eal 2U) NG SIAISUOW 2[qHIA ToTs wolf uaIpye Sunomord
a1am Ao asnedaq 1uelIodWUT 2JOW [39] SIA[ASWAY) Ipewd 4213 OpTs 2an1sod
a3 UQ) (PaIeAIqey2I 2q 10U PJNOd S[EUIUIID X3s PIYD JBIP  SNSUISUOD
sem 2111 1€t 1] o paremddiad sread 10] oym sIaNTOM [BIOOS JO UTEINS
Apeais 213 Imoqe Jeqm Inq ‘snolAqo ST SIYI Jo 1adse  pearp-dod, , 991

( 332 ‘oane

1o puerd ‘ngqoxpswna Buriaud pue Bumnyea1q snouaoref ‘Auaore] £11ad

3o Jja‘LlJ ju adfu _lb|ui‘)‘ii:i‘6(1x 'C['S’EQ .1'0}' 4ua21 2IE SOTISTIELS I’E“‘S‘E 9'1.“4} 51IN0o

a1 210J2q Yorq yBnoiq Furaq jo 20Uy PYSHY YPTIW B IARY S:;Bm_q:)
1 NESSE [eNXas-UOU WO PIIDTAUOGD ISOYJ ;SIOJ JenIde I3 I8 IEYM

*ST0qQU31oU J1213 01 PAINQLUISIP U210

axe 3ey s3sT] o ind 2Tk STOUTW SUTAJOAUT $25UJjO [enxas Jo paidiatod sjdoad

‘UondT] [ED1I2ISAY ST JO I[NsdI B Sy ‘PoOYIoqU3Iou 2y} UT SAl] Ilsa[ou

P310IATOD E UIYM 3Jes ST P[IYD OU 1BYI PUE ‘S2APSURY d[31 J0UTED $13IS3[0W

PIIY> 1BY: ‘SNSUISUOD JEI[D E 2IaM 2I2UL JT St ‘piIom a3 Jure) siaxgom



. sentiment — it says exactly the opposite!

“There is litde in common between us,” Seattle says. He has scen the
white man’s every imperial advance furthered by some sort of invincible
destiny. After all that has happened, the Great Chief Washingron’s dictates
seem like the words of nature itself, and Seattle replies:

How then can we be brothers? ... Your God is prejudiced. He came to the white
man. We never saw him, never even heard bis voice. He gave the white man
laws, but be had no word for his ved children whose numbers once filled this
land as the stars filled the sky.

The real Seattle does say, “We may be brothers after all.” This exalted
sentiment forms the title of the fictional speech, but placed in context in the
real speech, it must be read with a high degree of sarcasm. They are brothers
only in the sense that civilizations, like individuals, fade away; that is the
common destiny. But at the time Seattle spoke, the white tide had all but
obliterared the last vestige of his civilization — and the white man’s religion
had been instrumental in all he had achieved. About that religion, Seattle
says “Your religion was written on tables of stone by an angry God, so you
would not forget it: The red man could never understand it or remernber it.”

If we understand the nature of this difference, then, I believe, we will see
why the rewrite was necessary. I, as the fictional Seattle says, the white man
and the red man have the same Gzod, then it is possible to heal the rift between
the races — and white people can do that by being faithful stewards of the land
they have bought, by “treating the beasts of the land as brothers”. In effect it
legitimizes the white man’s purchase of the land — or at least it leaves the door
open for such a justification. If only the Europeans will stop raping the earth,
then the red man’s God, their God, the universal God, will forgive them, they
can atone, and they can be absolved of their genocidal history.

But the real Seattle gives the white man no such easy out. He says, “Your
God loves your people and hates mine.” The white man’s God, “who walks
and talks with him as friend to friend” lets him think it is all right to buy (or
seize) the land and restrict the Indians from visiting the ashes of their fathers.
Seattle knows exactly what he is saying: that white people cannot be forgiven
for what they have done. Their “God”, which has bestowed such power to
their “manifest destiny”, is a blasphemous abomination.,

In the end, Seartle’s words can be seen as a curse on the white man — but
Seattle only articulates the curse; he doesn’t make it. This land, he says,
which is alive with the spirits of all his ancestors, is the land they have stolen;
there is no legitimacy in their seizure or purchase of it. Now, he says,

There is no place in this country where a man can be alone. At night when the

streets of your towns and cities are quiet, and you think they are empty, they
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home-baked cookies, etc. While these products are not health food by any
stretch, they are at least healthier than commercial candies. Maybe the real
tragedy is that we fear our neighbors but trust the candy makers.

The pop-dread about child molestation has the most serious conse-
quences of all, because it actually increases child molestation. It makes
parents, teachers and others afraid to be affectionate and physically demon-
strative with children for fear that they will be accused of molestation, yet the
children who arc most susceptible to being molested are those who are
starved for affection and physical contact.

Similarly, potential child \

molestors are far more likely eee :

to act out if they feel isolated A p@h‘hcai emgiggnqr

and alienated from adult so- prf{wgs out fhf:' corn-pone opinion in fine force

ciety, and the false portrayal in its two chief varieties — the pocfketbook
’ variety, which has its origin in self-interest,

of them as hopelessly patho- and the bigger varicty, the sentimental vari-

logical monsters who ought ety—the one which can't bear to be outside
to be locked up isolates and the pale; can't bear to be in disfavor; can't
alienates them further. It also endure the averted face and the cold shoul-
prevents them from secking der; wanis fo stand well with his friends,

wants fo be smiled upon, wanis to be wel-
come, wants fo hear the precious words,
“He's on the right track!” Uittered, perhaps by
an ass, but still an ass of high degree, an ass

treatment on their own, be-
cause those who treat them
must also turn them in to

authorities, who will subject whose approval is gold and diamonds to a
them to all the hysterical smalfer ass, and confers glory and honor and
laws that pretend to protect happiness, and membership in the herd. For
children. these gauds many a man will dump his life-
The point is that fear is a long principles into the street, and his con-
. . . science along with them. — Mark Twain

great manipulator, as is denial.

— 1

In contrast, the term “healthy
skepticism” exists because while both fear and denial are self destructive,
skepticism keeps us alive and free, both as individuals and as a species.

As Georgists, we see both fear of our proposals and denial of the
problems they address. Moreover, we see the effects of “corn-pone opinions”
in the reactions by bureaucrats who would be rendered unnecessary and
aristocrats who would be unable to continue living off of privilege. We are
not met with formidable arguments, but with dismissal. After all, there is a
“consensus” among economists that land is no longer that great a factor in
the economy.

Franklin D. Roosevelt did not get it exactly right, but he was close. We
have nothing to fear as much as fear itself.

-15-
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Seattle, Real and Feigned

&. ome years ago I came across a text called “We May Be Brothers After All
— A letter to President Franklin Pierce from Chief Seattle, ca. 1854”. It
was a stirting call to honor and respect the natural world, a message worth
spreading. So I copied it and handed it out to many people. Then a New York
Times article (April 21, 1992) informed me that the “Seattle Speech” of
which I was so fond was a fiction. Chief Seattle (or “See-ahth™) of the
Suquamish tribe in the Puget Sound region did indeed give a famous speech
— but not the one I knew. That one was penned in 1971 by a Texas
sereenwriter named Ted Perry. “Well,” I thought, “What of it?” After all, the
original speech was apparently lost, and although this one is fiction, there is
akind of truth in fiction. So T kept handing out the speech, adding the caveat
that, yes, it is fiction, but it’s a worthy document anyway.

That was before I saw the true Seattle speech. It was not lost: the speech
was transcribed by a Dr. Henry Smith, and published in the Seattle Sunday
Star. And now that I have seen what (it seems that) Chief Seattle actually
said, | am stunned by the contrast between the two statements. I think that
those of us who consider ourselves “environmentalists” have a great deal to

by Lindy Davies

learn from this comparison.

It is immediately apparent that the writer of the fiction was familiar with the
original, for a number of phrases are lifred verbatim. The other thing that strikes
the reader right away is that the original is by no means unpresentable; there is
nothing pidgin-ish about it; it is a haunting poetic statement in its own right.
Given those two facts, one has to wonder: why was there any need to re-write
the speech? (The T7mes article suggested, incidentally, that Mr. Perry was
mortified that his work came to be identified as Seattle’s words; he had only
intended to write a sticring Indian Specch as part of a screenplay. Nevertheless,
Perry’s fictdon became famous as Seattle’s speech. It was commemorated on
Earth Day and incorporated into a well-known children’s book.)

The fiction is an environmentalist manifesto. It speaks of the Indians’
respect and love for all the world’s creatures and their revulsion to the clatter
and stench of the white man’s cities. It tends, in fact, to reduce the differ-
ences between the Red man and the White man to one great issue: respect for
nature. It romanticizes the Indians’ relationship with the natural world. “We
are savages,” the fictional Seattle says again and again, “and we do not know
any other way.” The real Seattle bandies no such self-disparagement; an
unshakeable dignity, in himself and in his people, is evident throughout.

The fictional Seattle acrually cannot comprehend the idea of buying and
selling land. The real Seattle understands it only too well, and he rejects it as
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million—an appreciation of 2,500 percent over 14 years. By the time the
Saudis demanded a share in 1972, it was worth billions.

And now part two of the dynamic: A cartel can greatly enhance the value
of stock in oil or other international resource companies. Thus OPEC and its
cooperating imultinationals restiict supply to keep up prices. That means,
especially with a widely-distributed resource like oil, oil companies (or
nations) must grab up potential new sources of supply before someone else

aate fl'nam Anr! 11 Firrn rl-\nf‘ AR CoTrRa s iac aior  acoraccively oaale
Hieid LAALALL AL LIE Llill,  ciiae Lildlio LULLPRaIts  ftot agiivesivis hlww. g

contracts in turbulent corners of the world like western Sudan and the
jungles of Colombia — potentially dragging the US into further conflicts.
Well, don’t US citizens, as citizens, get something out of this—a secure if
over-priced oil supply, for example? Or inilitary jobs? Doesn’t military
spending at least perk up the economy? Remember the textbook macroeco-
nomic formula: Y = C + I + G? More G (government spending) means more
Y (national income). In reality, the contribution of G to national income
depends on how it’s spent (and how ic’s financed). An investment in gaining
and holding onto overseas contracts yields a very low and drawn-out return,
creating relatively little net income and employment. And it comes at the
cxpense of high-return investments, notably in the health, education and
genuine security of US citizens.

- ™
T?%E . of democracy is the exercising of political power by

@ @SS@?E Q& the peaple and the ability of all citizens to share in the
making of the laws by which they are governed. Economics and politics are closely
interrelated, economics being a very large and important, perhaps predominant, part
of politics and so it follows that a more widespread understanding of economic
principles would enable the people to exercise its political rights more effectively and
democracy would be correspondingly strengthened. An economically literate popu-
lace could better judge the claims of their political leaders. AL present one sometimes
feels that people are deliberately kept in ignorance to prevent them doing this. The
whole level of political debate could be raised.

An educated people could clearly see the fatal flaw in socialism, well described
by Henry George, in spite of its superficial attraction. They would realizé the
limitations of Trades Unionism. They would understand the undemocratic inequity of
land ownership which allows a handful of men to dictate the conditions on which the
rest of us have access to life’s most fundamental resource. Here in the LLK. this could
tead to monarchy being recognized for the anachronistic charade that it is, not least
because of its effect of legitimizing the private ownership of land. This knowledge
and understanding is nothing less than a pre-reouisite for a mature and self-confident
democracy secure in the possession of its power.

— Statement by Justin Robbins, upon completing the HGI's course in Economic Science

—
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KXXX. 1713. Peace of Utrecht ends War of Spanish Succession. Britain gains
the slave trade, or “Asiento.” Peace followed by land booms, and then
(Mississippi and South Sea), busts of 1720. George I and Walpole continue
to keep the peace to 1742; era of “salutary neglect” abroad, rising rents and
land values in England. Meantime, France under Cardinal Fleury recovers,
bullies Holland and much of Europe.

XXXL 1740-48. War of Austrian Succession, a standoff.,
XXXH. 1748-56. Peace

XXX 1756-63.
Seven Yearss War,
England wkes over
Mississippt Valley,
France is sef back
but still strong.
XXXIV. 1763-76.
Peace.

XXXV. 1776-81.
Amierican Revolution.
France allies with
the former English

colonies, and recov-

Cartoon lampooning the South Sea Bubble, ca. 1720

ers some ground
XXXVI. 1783. Peace
of Paris. American land values rise, especially in the West, which is now open
to speculation and settlement

XXXVH. 1789. French Revolution begins: huge expenditures, confiscations
of some lands and threats against all, morbid fears exaggerating threats of
future confiscations; land values fall precipitously. French introduce evée en
masse, raise cost of warfare permanently. European land values suffer.
Europe’s internal struggles leave America alone to prosper, and undergo the
land boom and bust of 1781-98.

XXXVHL. 1787. US unites under new constitution, which contains elaborate
safeguards for private Jandownership. American land values rise; speculation
in western lands goes wild.

XXXIX. 1792. Short bust; more severe bust in 1798 helps drive Federalists
and Hamilton from power, opening the door for Jefferson, whose expansion-
ism and egalitarian land-disposal policies hold down eastern Jand values for
many years.

XL. 1803. Napoleon sells Louisiana to Jefferson, doubles area of US, opening
vast new frontiers
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and suppressed Catholics.

VI. 1529. German states vote to help Vienna hold out against the Turks,
who are finally stopped. Charles V accommodates with Lutherans for unity
against the Turks. Inter-Christian religious wars were deferred for 89 years.
Vil 1536-40. Henry VIII confiscates vast church lands. Accompanying this
is a major “exclusionary shift” in nature of class war. Previously, landlords
sought to tie people to land; now, they seek to evict. Thus the modern age

pr\ I‘\I'If’ fkp aannty n’p fhp IMAanyy xrac rl'lp
ify i ii Y ¥

in acany” (Hailhran
H (R AR LA SRS it ag J UL wae dlasd WS onaa

vas “born in agony n
enrichment of the few.

Viil. 1550. Dudley (Northumberland) controls young King Edward VI,
makes ignominious peace with France, suppressing Ket and other rebels
against enclosures. Thus, peace won by retreating can free the ruling class for
class warfare, just as Charles V used peace won by victory. Dudley replicated
Wolsey, and anticipated Buckingham, Walpole and Chamberlain.

{X. 1553. Queen Mary I of England, loyal Catholic daughter of Catherine of
Aragon, marries the future King Philip 11 of Spain, cements alliance, contin-
ues era of Peace and Poverty.

X. 1555. Peace of Augsburg, Charles V' compromises with France, avoids
religious warfare in Germany — and continues providing security for land-
owners. Enclosures continue; land values rise.

Xi. 1556-98. Under Philip II, Spaniards considered it their duty to preserve
political order and religious orthodoxy in Europe. “Political order” is code
for affirming and supporting private property in land. Thus they were
something like Americans today. Their Mission dissipated much of their
dividend of booty from the New World. It also stirred religious civil wars in
France, where Spain intervened, and provoked rebellion in the lowlands by
tyrannizing and taxing them. All of that tended to cap land values.

XH. 1558. Under Elizabeth 1, a reign of low taxes, peace, and desperate
poverty. Poor laws, 1563-1601, recognize great poverty. It had not always
been so: previous century had been one of higher wages, greater security for
peasants. Elizabeth builds up surplus. Land values are high — but Spain
threatens.

X 1588. The English fleet, and bad weather, defeat the Spanish Armada.
Rents and land values rise sharply in Southeastern England.

XiV. 1589-1610. Henri IV, King of France, brings internal peace with Edict
of Nantes, 1598; also peace with Spain, by Treaty of Vervins, 1598. Sully
reforms finances, builds public works. Land rents and values rise in France
(until bust arrives in 1620).

AV. 1603. James I, new joint monarch of England and Scotland, seals peace
with the Scots. James is related to the powerful French Catholic Guise
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