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The truth that | have tnied to make clear will not
find easy acceptance, If thai could be, it would have
been accepted long ago. If that could be, it would
never have been obscured. But it will find friends -
those who will totl for it suffer for i if need be, die
for it. This is the power of Truth.

- Henry George

This booklet has been submitted 1o a lawyer specializing in
charitable gifts and beguests. He made changes ia the original draft
and attests to the accuracy of whal appears herein. However, we are
pot offering legal advice and strongly suggest that you contact your
own lawver and tax adviser (we can suggest some 1o vou) before
proceeding with the more comphicated suggestions propased in this
hookiet,

HGYA & C.5.E. 8 CG/U.S.A.

2800 Cemniury Plaza (238) Colvmbia, MD 219044
3017401177




Teo all those thousands of supporters who since 1926 have
contribeied annually or who have lelt bequests o their wills 1o the

Henry George Foundation of America, the Center lor the Study of

Feanomics, and Commoen Ground - U5 A this booklet is
respectiully dedicated.

Thewr xupg)v;;z& helped us move millions of tax dollars anpually ofl

the backs of buillding owners onto landowners, They made a
difference in ithe Real World. They gave, often large sums of mone ¥,
even when the fuinre of these organizations was by no means
assured. Today, these three organizations are well esiablished 1o
promote the Georgisi philosophy mnto the lorsceable future, but #
took spectal faith and fortitude 1o support these organizations when
their future was uncertain.

The influcnce of these Georgists stlt ngers dowin through the
gencrations. We will continue 10 see io that
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They say it is betier o light a candle than curse the darkness. They
say a journey of a thousand miles begins with but a single step. oy
sask as Georgisis may be hard and im‘go bui progress hag occurred
aod more 15 m‘é%;hié\ i we don't do cur duty, who will?




C.5.E, Headguarters siaff, Colvmbia, Marviand

Common Ground-U.5. A, Hirectors Meeting in
Pitishurgh, Pennsylvaniz in @m‘tgmw 19846,

i ¥

istorical

1926 was a cnitical yvear for ihe Georgist M wcmud Two poliiesl
cfforts, one o 1920 and the other in 1924, had met ignominious
defear. The Fels Commission, alier the death of iis founder, was now
spending its money elsewhere; Mrs, Fols wag otherwise committed,
Whatover Georgist }rﬁ«;i}ud*mm were elt were reglonal in pature
{(fike the Manbatian Sméi@ Tax Club) and i any case were seriously
under-manncd and under-fimanced. Membors were dying and not
being i“cgaizwad The Movement was rudderiess - drifting and
carcomag. It was in this year that a number of prominent Georgists
met in the downtown Pitishurgh law office of William McNair and
founded 1 new nationwide organization - the Henry George
Foundation of America.

The founding members of the Board of Dueciors, twenty-one i
all, woere a prostigious group, coming from all over the country but
pariicuiarly P;!F%bufg} There was a newpaper editor among them, a

magazine editor, a nationally known writer (Frederic C H@wz\_)

futere stale senator and a fuiure congressman, two future mayors n:,.é
Pittsburgh and two future councitmen, plus a numboer of Georgisi
busincssmen-acivisis. Porey Bo Willtams, a future Chael Assessor of
Fitisburgh, was the Henry George Foundation's first Hxecutive
Secretary and coniinued in ofiice, eilher part-time or occasionally
full-tirae, until his death 51 voars later; Mr, Williams proved (o be the
guiding loree behind the Foundation during ail those years.

The first task the new organization sof for iusell was the purchase
of the building at 413 Souwih 10th Street iy Philadelphia where Henry
George had been %mm w1 1839 The cost of the purchase was §7, G,
This used up the financial rescurces of the new organization so there
was no money available for renovation; msiead, the Foundation
continued the use of the buillding as a rooming house and the revenue
thus obtained was a significant part of its budget in the ensuing years.
in 1957 it soid ihe building for $7,000 to the Henry George School,




of a plague at the location in San Francisco where |

written Progrese and Poverty, Unfortunately, that %}wﬁgi ﬁg WS S00T
torn down and the stie now supports a §':9“s,f§e: non the Oakland Bay
Bridge. Alier all these vears, the Foundation is once again looking for
a wﬂa% ic location for the plague where i can be scen by many
poople.

Throughout the years 0 1941, the Foundation sponsored an
annual Hﬁuw George Congress in oities throughoo! America. This
Was mmzmm{:d by Wortd War 1L noevertheless, the Foundation
continued 1o sponsor occasional national conferences n tater years
although the Henry George School became the principal sponsor of
these national mectings aftler World War 11

Maourn ast the dead...

Burt rather mourn the apathelic fuong -

The cowed und the meek,

Who see the worlds great anguish and Jiz wrong
Awid dare mot speak.

- Ralph Chaplin

During the 1930%, the Foundaiion was an importani political force
in Pittsburgh politics. In 1932, William McNair surpnsed everyonc
{;mlm ing himselt) by becoming the first %)mzmrmm candidate
within ving memory to win election (Pitishurgh has been Democraio
ever since), It was the Depression, and FDRs national victory helped
MeNair no hiitie. His term in office was marked by erratic
headline-gathering activities, not the least of which was his eftort to
make HGFA the dominani political force in Pitisburgh, The
Diemocratic Parly vltimaicly assumed that mantle bui for many years
everyone in Pitisburgh knew who Henry George was and HUGFA
meetings were often altended by hundreds of people (1n part because
the mayor required city employees to attend). Suddenly in 1934,
MeMNatr resigned his office over some dispute with Council, and when
he tried 0 un-resign, Council refused and appolnted Cornelius Scully
as Mavor. Scully was a director of HGEA but was determined 1ot (o
be identified with the crratic McMair (w;i vwhom he had had a
personal falling-out), so he foreswore sl Georgist elfornts, The
Founadaiion experienced roverses during and right “after World War
i

Pitisburgh had had enough of McNair's aniics and his Heniy
Georgism, and many of the Foundation's founding members hal
passed away; its finances had nearly cvaporated (except for the

- Bornard
L Dass A law
oo of i‘ga‘ %h;f{i :

A0 L gl
{revised 1959 which altowe s
gax land at a ‘imshhg Droperiy ¢ ihan butldings; the bill was
passed inio law notout of © “u%;{m i?m ot of inz,,mimsp {(Met’s do
for ol Barney, be really wanis i), as the Foundation marshalicd u%
Hs then-meager resources 1o whip up leilers statewide w support
ihe measere: ihere was litle opposition so Lhese leiters had smgéxaziw
Maore about this law later
in 1958, Presidont Charles B Bckert, s tormer Congressman, digd

and left $40,000 io the Foundation. This was the essential beginoing
of the Bndowment Fuad which today funds many of the Foundation's
aciivities and the activitios ol iis sister ﬁI’;,aﬂE.&lEié‘aﬂ in 1926, the
founding dirccion had pianned Lo raise $1 million to tuad a roving

nationwide group of s Zbama,m and organlzers; this goal has not yot
heen attained but during the decades i(%ﬁ!mmm} Eckert's de ath, many
other Georgisis followed s example and left boguests o t"m
Foundation, Thoir influcnce 1 now extending down through t
generations. The aarecs of many major contributors, boik past gs.mﬁ
present, are 1o be found i the Foundabion's Ofhical History and in
its Quarierly Repord, among other places, We %]‘;czik here of Lucies
Wilcox (Iowa), Stephen Cronan (Hlipois), Jack Tetey (Mew Ewwﬁ, ),
William Schoyer (Penasylvama), and whoere clsc have these donoss
peen memorialized except m the annals of our three organizations?
We would also like (o call o mind our many substantial current
donors, such as Manon and Stanley Sapivo (Caliloraia),

ﬁ;’ii,{; s woas al

He who waits to do a great deal of good at once will never do
ARVIRig

- Bamoet Johnson

Perey Wiliiams died at the age of 92 m 1977 and ihe atfairs o the
Foundation came vnder the direciion of Steven Cord, President of
ihe Foundation and a Professor of History and Social Soience at
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Cord had avthored two books
and many rescarch articles in academic Journals on Henry George
and land value taxation, and had been schooled 1 the practical
aspects of LVT by Williams, He was also the edidor of Incentive
Taxation, an cight-itmes yearly ncws bulletin designed for

non-Goorgist politicians (and experts) who could possibly instiiute a

Land-valuc-oricnted property tax at the local fevel,
A5 a resull of Cord’s efforts, the Fousdation was able 1o score a




A % Mo Aciories of the f"w;smiaismz WENS
the only victories 1!;«: w?mig, i;u%m;aé dMovement could report in all
the years stnce 1913, when Pittsburgh and Scoanton Grsistaried o go
two-rate, In additinn, the Foundation conld report the placement of a
number of articles on LYT in a number of prominent publications,
and many preseniations were made belore g‘:«m&wmmi ASSOCIALONS

{(Peonsylvania League of Citdes, International Associaiion of

Assessing Officers, National League of Ciises, ¢ic).

in i‘}%i{% Cord retired from his universiy teaching and became the
fuli-time president of the Foundauon (and ils sisier organizations,
soon to be described). The offices were moved to Columbia,
Maryland, and an effort was made to have a nationwide influcnce, in
keeping with the Foundation’s nationwide membership, Increased
annual donations, grants {rom other loundations (especially the
Henry George School and the Robert Schalkenbach Foundation),
and good investments o the stock market caabled the Foundation 1o

cxpand its activities and hire a clerk and Lield representative. Bui of

course. much more needs 1o be done.

The wide- Spi eading sociad evils which ev m}w;‘zc% OPPrEss mek
awtid an adva mm;:; uw?swz‘ on spring from g great primary wrong -
the appropriciion, 43 ine exclusive progerty oj some men, of the
tand on which and from which alf must live. From this ﬁmdﬁf@zmmf
injustice flow alf the injusiices which disiort and endanger modern
development, which condemn the producer of wealth to poverty and
pamper $he non-producer i lfuxury, which rear (he teaement house
with the palace, plani the brothel behind ihe church, and compel us 1o
buiid prisons as we opes new SCHools,

- Henry George

Mow let us turn our attention to the Center for the Stedy of
Heonomics. It was formed in 1980 as a2 501(¢)2 non-protit educational
organization, which means that donors could make large donations or
bequests (from wills) to 11 and deduct those gifts for income and
estale tax purposes. So, Tor example, 2 $10,000 donation or b@’{;am!
would cost the giver only 36,700 he or she were in the 33% tax
bracket because $3,360 could be deducted from the income iax
paéymuu For small apnual gifts, ths is of ittle consequence; not 50

for farger ones. The tounding of C.5 E. enabled HOGFA/CSE 1o
achicve a subsiantial morease m donations and bequesis.

To be sure, C.5 FE. funds are strictly imited 1o educational
expenses, but this has not proven to be 2 problem sinee much of what

B !mi B VICD VOTEE, 10 w@'d& ¥ i
In 1945, Common Ground - * 3.5, & oW O
esiahiished, to be sdministored jomtly with HGEA,
save on overhead ‘" . .
mosily paid for by 3§(§§ . !uw; as 15 maln purpose the m*';’;ﬂ'}!%ﬁma?l
of membership chapters both here and abroad. These chapters are 1o
émz%u{iaz baﬁsz.;?; (fsg:e:.;f«z EIEY: *u. On-CCoTgists. éh imk is 8 f‘;ami;a uli

s %mw ahz«s nmé cun %*;1,, imaahad "% m:mbé\ Qi !oml
atroady been established, bul more needs to be *gwm, ahsﬁg ?‘"ae:m
ines, and more Tunds are neeeded {or il Currently, thore i no other
autional Georgist organization attempting (o do this sort of thing,

If there be any fruer measure of g mon than by whai ie does, It
sust be by whar by gives,

- Bobert Bmith

At ithis writing, the three ovganizations - HGEFA, U518
L3-S A - are we orki ing closely together, uniting their expenditures of
money and elfort wherever leg gally possible. At tal of 60 full ¥
committed Goorgists compose 1 the boards of directors of these three
organizaiions, each of which has g disunctly differont purpose and
ie:g;{ié organization. 1i is safe o0 say thai these Georgists will sec io i
that these throe organizations wili never deviste one iota Trom the
Georpist philosophy. This should be 2 great assurance 10 potential
donors O by any unlibely chance, these organizations woie o
dissalve, thair agseis éééjilﬁfdiﬁéy i itheir constitubions, would go to
ciiher existing (oo ﬁ"gdﬂ!fc tons; this s an addinonal %éés_ﬁgmﬁi}ﬂ

Mo pew organizations are envisioned. These three -
HOFAJOSE/CG - can do all that i@@sﬁi{izﬁ: 10 be done. Mo lewer than
these thiee will suflice.

We musi face it the triumph of a Single Tax Society is not yei in
sight, But these throe orgapizations, working together, have a plan, 2
Scenario, for viclory. §ﬁ§u we gel eitios o tax land more than
buildings via ¢ is,gczatzwa (i aleswork (HGEA), and grass-roots
support (CG); then we do researe h 1o show thal economic prospeniy
toliows the i;miuﬂg - Z;md tax switch; ithen we publicize these
studics; then the mainstroam experts and professional organizations
siart to spread this approach while we essentially checy %,hxs.m on: then
ihe Single Tax catches on more broadly, leaving HGFAJCSBR/UG o




see 1o it that there is no backshiding.

We can'i do the whole job ourseives, bul we have g siep-by-step
Scenario for eventual victory, Those who want to do 1@ all s onee
have ended op accomplishing nothing at all. Sure, we all want 1o see
the Single Tax adopted before we die, bul we may not be so lucky.
Beware the aliernatives of vast schomes on the one hand, and on the
other - do nothingism. Let’s prepare tor the Long Haul, both
psychologically and financially. Let us not (all victim 10 negaiivism
and paralysis, thinking that victory will never be possible because we
are 50 far out of the public eye now. Our sicp-by-step Scenario wiil
bring us closer and closer to the time when all of a sudden, the
professional experts and the populace will sce the truth which we
have been proclaiming all this time; the documented faciual studies
will convince them.

Today, we are voices in the wilderness, but suddenly some day the
iruth we proclaim will burst upon the consciousness of the nation,
and what today is bui the docirine of a few visionaries will tomorrow
become the common sense of the nation and the world. You are
invited to join vs o make this possibility a veality. Or you can sit
glumly on the sidelines, supportng other causes which, however
worthy, must necessarily deal with symptoms or superficialities, not
the Basic Underlying Cause. Raiher join us; we need you, and let
your wnflucnce continue down through the gencrations.

Exhibit Booth at Pennsyivania League of Cities
Coavention, June 1988 (Arthur and Ginny Yeatman).

Executive Director
Sieven Cord copferving
with Tertivs Chandler ai
the University of Cali-
formiz in May 1983,




Lel us assume ih&% you're noi merely s passive Goeorgist but an
active one: e, you're not satisfied with merely knowing aboui the
Greorgist phnlmnphfy? rather vou want to do something about it
Hefore you head about 1, you were of course not duty-bound io
spread the word; but once having become acquainted with 1, you
hear the pursistent call of moral i\l}ézgﬁgium Afer all i we don’t act,
whao will?

But whai’s to be done? How difficuli it & to win a fair heariag for
the Single Tax; how distant seems 1s universal adoption. Fortunately
there arc some specilic do-able programs that can gel us out of the
Wilderness and into the Mamnsiream:

(1) INCENTIVE TAXATION - This publication s now our
culting edge; it has been responsible for the Real-World Victones we
have alrcady won, Wouldn't better printing, paper and typesetting be
sven more offective? And shouldn’t we be expanding our mailing list
1 reach even more non-Georgist poliiicians?

2y ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN - Our very own high-profiie
magazine of social comment like New Republic or Mational Review
may be a littie beyond us at this poant since all such publications have
been money-losers, but why not advertise our message i those (hat
alrcady circutaie? We can reach hundreds of thousands of prospects
that way, just for a few thousand dollars. Why oot let these magazines
bear the expenses {and losses) of publication; why not et them
provide us with 2o audicnce? We've already run 2 fow ads featuring
our whe sz philosophy with a please-requestfree-information tagline,
and we've gotien g satislactory number of replics, and made

thousands of others ai least penerally aware of land value taxation,
We could do more if we had the finances to do so. Many of those
i plyinﬁ are mﬂubu é“?i Gur {?ié‘dﬁ!s‘(&llﬂﬂ% now, 30 ady uiumg ék%,

5U fla z;ui mﬁv mng é,gzmpmgﬁ u?uu gl our m z\nx;gﬁ, hcﬂ}w §lm
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%;hwm%i ATUISTI 03 zim&,v’ We can scod e ¢
three page letter and ask for contributions, ;mf h%“, Common Cause
and other such organmations do with evideni suceess. If we make

money, that could be a b;@ (inancial breakthrough for us, and cven if
we don™t we can at least be delivering our message 10 many peopie,
This project has the advantage that it couid be tried on 2 small test
basis al Grst.

(4) RESEARCH GRANTS - There are many vseiul rescarch
projects that would help our € Cause. For o ,ﬁ,amp!w hoyw high are land
values in proporiion o otal wealth oF GNPY (15 pwm%}w nigher
than most people think, which shows that a 1@;’2{! value tax can really
be a single tax and that wo're ol Taising 8 lempest i a teapot. ) Will
farmers pay mare with LVT? Wil homeowners? Exactly how much
more profitable will it be to builld op currently wnder-developed
dﬂwa“ﬁmwn proper ttes with LYV i cities u»mai}umg ihe adoption of
PVT7 What is the legel siatus of LY in the various stales - ore siale
consiitutional amendmonis required, or 1ust passage of siate laws?
And 50 on.

(5} BOOKLETS AND SONGE - We need many speoal-subject
iu}{;k%us but they capnol be realized voul the Lunds are there, For
example, we need special bookiels on the ethics of LVT, on the
cvidence showing that LVT works, on how o stop urban &p{a%i 1130
the clean-and-green countoyside, on how LYT could siop
inflation/rocession, on true iree enterprise, oic. We already gei calls
tor bookieis on these subjeets, bul can only give out odds and ends of
somewhat un-focused Nlersture - unless you and others decide
O rwise.

Shouldn’t we be subsidizing song-writers and serious-music
composers 1o produce now sing-able Land Songs and Henry George
Owerteres? Isn't this one good way 1o reach o wide avdience?

(5} ?Agﬁ FLLE RITPR ESENTATIVE - Our expencnee leads us
to belicve thai if we had a permanent paid ficid representative to
make personal calls on mayors and city councilmen, LY adoptions
would occur al an oven maore rapid pace thap 1n the past. We have a
sales job to do, and 5o we need a salesman-educalor, Such a person
could atso perform many uselul adminisirative tasks for
ROGFA/SE/CG.

(7y ANNUAL AWARDS - For vears now, we have boen giving
oui annual awards to Georgists and others who have perlorined real
services in ihe past year or decade, Olien, these awards have been
made in the name of Bill Neweomt of Flonda, who first concerved of

the idea, I this program were beter linanced, we could garner more
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gwmgm*m with our Wh{_}iu Eda:;::.?g et ziwwig wzi!‘z lzis‘: awaa--rzziu g’_;ﬁ“{;@;}ml}f
iax reformy. We need 100%-21s 1o carry on the work of our
ofganizalions,

(9 MEMBERSHIP CHAPTERS - Doesnt our ldea doserve o
string ol membey hip chaplers across the nation (overseas akso), with :
new membors E{?ﬁiﬁ‘}é constantly drawn in o become acyuainie § with |
the Georgist Concept - with these chapters popularizing the land

value tax locall y and mgzmu;_) Heal ngi giﬁi?@&ibﬂ% Vid grass-roris
advocacy? In fact, this is the announced goal of one of cur
i}zggimmimm Common Ground - U5 A To esiablish sach chapiers,
we peed 10 Tund a traveling Cirouit Bider, Wani to help?

(1) BUILDING FUND - We cap use a headquarters building 1o
house cur three Georglst organizaiions, plus some tenants. What o

wonderful advertisement Tor our ldea (waiting for a proper name 1o , . . . .
R 5 SIHINE F0r 2 prOper il E Direcior Steven Cord checking book sales money at

be engraved on the comerstone, ‘ . . . - )
& ; ! Annual Genrgisi Meeting, 56 Lowuis 1985,

These are some of the things that need 1o be dope i we aie 1o
incrcase the forward momesntum that our organizations have
generated in recent years, Progress beckons, but money is lacking -
unless our members help with their Gnancial as well as moral support.
Annual contribuiions are needed, bul bequests above ai!

[f you have suggesiions for additional programs, we would be =
dejighted 1o hear from you about thom,

Communists and lerrorists the world over risk their lives in
dedication (o ovil wdeas. Should we - you snd [ be any less dedicaied 1o
the spread of the doctrine of equal rights (o life, bberty, Tabor and
land?

if you wish, your bequest can specity which of the above prograis
you would ke Lo fimance. Also, for bequests above $10,000 we will be
nappy, if asked, to set up a separate Tund, o be admmsiered by one
of the three organizations of your choloe, under your aame or endor
the name of someone you wish 1o memorialize. This fund would be
accounted for separately from the rest of our Endowmeni; [ would
appear separately on our Guarierly and Anoual Financial g
Siatoments, E

There is much we can do, i there s the will to do it

Member BB, Morsds cavved (his beautiful cagle, on
display at B (that's dedication!).




All the wonderul programs mentioned in the previous sectaon will
remain a mere "wish Hst® if our generation of Georgists gives them lip
service only and then [ails (o support them Hinancially. In fact, our
seneration may be the last generation of Georgists capable of
creating a4 genuine long-lasting organization (letierhead organizations
aside).

Mow tet us sce what vou, the reader, can do Lo convert these
wishes Into reality.

First, you musi decide which of these srgamzations you prefer to
support. If your main interest is in founding 8 grass—yoots movement,
if you think thai is the prime task we face, then you will want to
support our newest organization, Common Ground - US.A whose
main purpose is to cstablish membership chapiers around the nation
{or world) composed of Georgists and Georgist sympathizers who will
then promote our Idea locally, as well as supporting a ceniral
organization. CG - U.S A also publishes Groundswell.

I your main interesi is in bringing our message (o city officials and
winning Real-World Adoptions - il you thunk ihis 15 the way to get on
the Public Agenda - then you will wani (o direct your contributions o
the Henry George Foundation of America, which aiready has a
successtul track record in this sort of enterprise.

Most urban cxperts, city officials and economisis want 1o sce
rescarch on who pays more, who pays less, belore they would
seriously consider advocating land value taxation or the single tax.
Other objective research studies are useful also, such as evidence that
construction spurts have followed the adoption of land value taxation;
and Incentive Taxation must be regularly published. If you would iike
to farther these efforts, then direct your support io the Center for the
Study of Econonmcs.

There is another distinction as well: C.5E. is registered with the
I.R.S. as a Section 501{¢)(3) non-profit educational orgamzation, 50
that contributions to fi are iax deductible exactly as if you were to

give to a church or universily., i vou are in the 33% federal tax
braucket, plus 5% for vour state income tax, then @ contribution of
FH00,060 1o C.5.E. would give you a tax deduction of 338,000, in
which case your $100,000 contnibution would cost you anly $62,000¢
Thank you, Uncle Sam. In addinon, this contribution might lessen
your estate taxes by removing otherwise taxable assets from your
estate (mportant if it will exceed 3600,000).

C.5.E.s most recent LR.S. 501(c){3) determination letier 15
available to you or your atiorney upon request.

CG-USA and HGEA are both registered with the LR.S, as
500(cy(4) civic leagues hke Common Cause, Sierra Club, ete. and
while contributions o them are not tax deductibie, they can be pui io a
wider range of uses. For this reason, 1t would be best for vou to
coptribute to either CG-USA or HGFA if tax-deducubility is not
important 10 you or you cannot use such a deduction. (I your estaic
will not exceed $600.000, then giving 1o a 501(c){3} organization will
be of no exira advantage 1o you.)

Gifts of Real Estate (esp. Land)

Many Georgists have made land-speculation profits, particularly
on the sale of their own residences. They bought thelr houses years
ago at low prices and now sell them for much more; isn’t the
difference between current price and original cost due to land
appreciation? (The building prebably depreciated in value over time.)
Perhaps the land-speculation profit was vnavoidable; the home had
1o be sold, but if you believe that such a land-speculation profit iy
morally akin to slavery, then you will feel impelled (o put that profit,
or at least part of if, to a use which will end the iniquitous sysiem,
And Uncle Sam can help you do this.

Froperiy - not properiv in the iegal sense, for that may be
anything which greed ar perversity may iave power i6 ordain; but
property in the ethical sense - is that which carries with i the right
of exclusive ownership, including the right (o give, sell, bfqzzmgié or
destroy.

To what sort of things does such right of ownership righsfully
aiach?

Clearly 1o things produced by labor, and 10 50 other.

- Henry George

You could always make a contribuiion io C.5.E. cqual 1o the
whole or part of your land-speculation profit; in fact, most of our
current Endowment has been accumulated in exactly that way:
land-speculating Georgists have et impelied 1o donate some or all of
that kind of profit o our organizations.

But there are now other ways (0 accomplish this purpose. Let us




i oo (8 ‘ ] J
end up with only $61.540. But if you had made a chariiable
coniribution of this lot 1o the Center lor ihe Study of Bconomics,
ihen you would got a massive tax write-off and £5.1 would | pui the
cntire $100,000 o wm& for you. Feel free to vevidy thas with vous
accountant or lawyer. Let C5.E. iranstorm your wleas nio roabty.

There are still other ways (o donaie lad-speculation profils o the
CGieorgist Cause. You cap donate part of your property o CSE, or
you can sell the properiy o G5B for fess than it is worth; in cither
case, you could Tetain some properiy use of sale income for yourseli,
and give only part of cliher the property ar sale income o CEE.

Yet ;.mmhm‘ zs;wpmaish is €0 give a “remarnder interest” in your
home or property 10 CS.E. Here's how to do itz you hve in the house as
you are now doing; you sigh an agrecment with CSE. siating that it
beeomes the owoer w!‘;a,n YO (di‘sej your spouse) die. You can take an
income tax deduction now - which could save vou many tax dollags -
for your contribution of the remainder interest to C5.E., even though
C.S. . does not receive the house until you (and your spouse) die,
which could be many years into the future, The only change from
what you're doing now is that you can legally collect s substaniial tax
reduction from Unele Sami Ask him, or your lawyer, or us, for
details.

Don’t bemoan the "system” so long as there is something
important that you can do about 1

Interesi-Free Loans

A very attractive way for you 1o supporl HGEFA, C5E or CG-UBA
is to make an interest-free five- ~vear lean, The recent lederal income
tax "reform” renders this & very simple action.

Here's how 1o do it you make a loan of up to §250.000 10 C5.E,;
ihe loan has no income of gift tax consequences. You do noi have io
pay taxes on the interest you have foregone. The principal remains
untouched, Whenever you specify, the principal goes back to you,

Gifts of Life Insorance and Pension Benefils

Your life insurance policy offers yet another way for you to make
asubstantial gifi to C.8.FE. and get a subsiantial money-saving tax
deduction now. Here's how W put money in your pocket today: give a
paid-up policy ie C5.E. (if you ao longer need it) and reccive a
deduction equal to the policy’s replacement value or cash surrender
value.

If you can give a policy on which vou arc shill paying, then you can

Chnoe again, sco your 1ax adviser or us.
Another wziy by which you can make

oyl
Rwaw%ﬁ 403 (b} GF —}532{%) retitement plans y
could ave income taxes now and estale 1axes !<z§ O

Charitable Remainder Trusis

This kind of trust offers you an excellent way 1o make a
coptribution to the CGreorgist Cavse and increass (not decreasc) your
income ai the same e,

Here's how to do H: you transfer cash {or other asseis) 10 a ust
which pays you an income from the assets for your Hte (and {or the
ltfe of your spouse or other bencficiary, I you wish). Upon death, the
asset goes 1o U8 E This has many advantages {or yow

@ You get an immediate charitable coniribution

deduction.
s You gol 2 lifelime income {50 does your Spouse oF
giber beneholary )
g The asset is removed from your estate (owenng estaie
paxes and lawyer tees, as well as immediate payout).
s Kelicl from all management burdens associated with
ihe assel.
® Satistaction of knowing that upon lermmnation of the
trost, the asseis held 1n trost (wh!i 1 may be highly appreciated m
value }m 1 pass to ChE, for the furiherance of Geory gistm,
All of these suggestions {:u:}iss;@mmg annual ummhmi&m of
subsiantial sive are casy 1o do. You could handle them yourseil, or
y{mi income-tax or legal adviser conld advise you on the tax
deductions you would be entitled to.
in the end, 1t 15 up 1o vou to decide whether you will pay the LR.E
o C.8.F. Will yvou support the income tax or the single tax? Mot io act
is an act in isell. Some Georgists work a whole fetime (o
accumulate assets, and then by choosing not o acl, their hard-carned
asseis go by default o the LR.S., which i mmmry io their whole
sconomic philosophy.

E.




Common Grouad Directors Meeting in Pitisburgh,
Penasylvania, October 1986.

HGFA Directors Joseph
Casey and Frank Nefson
(v.p.) confer at Baltimore
meeting, March 1988,

Did you know that 7 out of 8 Americans die without a will?

Why write a will? To make sure your property is distributed
according to your own desires. Without the benefit of a will, your
estate will be distnibuted according to the laws of the state in which
you reside ("one-size-{iis-all"); your estate, which vou labored fora
hifetime o put together, would likely be divided in ways vou woulda't
approve of. A well-written will guarantees that your assets will benefit
those people and those causes you most care about,

Recently, federal tax laws have been changed, causing many wills
to become obsolete. Be sure 1o have your will reviewed if you haven't
done so for some time, or i these things have occurred:

#& Change in marital status

2 A new child or grandehiid (through birth or adoption)
& Death in the family

& Need to change guardian of minor children

® Meed to change executor of estate

& Inhcriiance or any substantial change in assets

# Mew plans for retirement

@ Purchasc or sale of business or new husiness venture
8 Move 10 another stale

& Major changes in state or lederal tax law

& Dresire to change beneficianies

Misconceptions about wills abound: "my wife (or husband) and I
owit everything jointly, so we don’t need a will.” First of afl, it is
unlikely that this is entirely accurate. Often overlooked are company
retirement and death benefits, Moreover, 1n some staies, the laws of
communily property may take precedence over joint tenancies,

Secondly, if all of your assets are indeed owned jomtly, 2 polentis
estate tax problem may result. A competent tax advisor should
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your estate Is probably worth more than you had w"zsgz;;zg;a:{ic

"I don't have an stiorney.” This can easily be remedied by seekang
recommendations from pf‘(}p%“ vou know who have been pleased with
ihe way their attorney handled the draliing of 2 will. Also, most jocal
bar associations mzzi”‘;i ain g relerral service, and they (or we) will be
hapny 1o provide you with the aames of soveral atioreys in your arca
who spmmiim, in wills and state planning. Or you can wiile 10 us and
we will send you a Will Kit and you can then proceed 10 wiile vour
own will (i it s reasonably 5 mgylm

An armey of principies wilf peaeirate where an grmy of soldiers
cannot. Metirer the Channel nor the Riune will arrest 35 progress, [t
will mrarch o the hrovizon of the world and 1 will conquer,

- tombsione Insergiion

If you slready have an adegoaie will, then consider writing a
codicil (o your will. This is a «;mmic addition (amendment} to vour
will, writicn on an ﬁm%mdry shect of paper, listing whatover a!&uﬁmﬁ 8
mzkhi come (o your mind. 1t s best {0 bave the udm% witnessed 1n
writing by someone else. By all me consider leaving the major
purt of your esiate 10 your OwR spouse and children, but i by chanee
they don’t support your cconoimic or social philosophy (or oven bave
seorn for i) i would not be wrong 16 consider Yeaving 2 be ques i1 40
HGEFA, CSE or CG/USA to perpetuate a pari of yoursell down
%wmjgh the ages that perbaps your children will not. Many other
seorgists belore you have done so.

S0 - writing o ‘will can be both eusy amnd merpensive. For your own
sake, be sure Lo do it

if you decide, atier caretal consideration, that vou want o help
pet Gm'" Ceorgist Band ’%Migy(\ﬁ robing, here 1s how vou can proceed:

(1) GENERAL BEQUEST - You can speatly in your will ihat a
ceriain sum be siven outright to either HGFA COSE or CG-UEA

You or your attorney could mcorporate this sample clavse into

your will:’ ir pive and Eﬁmgs,,ﬁ,m%% o the Henry George Foundation of
America (or the O

eater for the Study of BEconomics, or Common
Gronnd - U.S.AL). a non-profil foundation with headquartess at 2000
Century Plaza (238), Columbia MD 21044, the sum of

dotlars 1o be used for the furtherance of the Georgist ph;!ﬂwﬁlw as
letermined by the Board of Directors of HGFA (or U5 or
CGAUSALY Oranstead of specilving a certain number of doliar, 2
percentape of your total net estate could be specified. Or wa,%;

raftorney could use this
; i‘f**%'amiwmi i
'm the iime of my death, §give and
iféﬁﬁ o ‘*"F i (or ihm a;’ o

; Lq s, you of o

m s‘hﬁ Mudy m ; . 8
non-profit foundalion wilh !'.‘if.;';dqaai'm riz ?{X?ﬁ C Lﬂiuﬂ;’ }31131 a { "}wi)
Columbia MU 21044, for the furtherance of the Georgist philosophy
as deiermined by the Bmﬁrd of Directors of HOGPA {or USb or
CGAUSAY fastead of "AY there may be insedied a particolar
poreoniage oF fraction.

(3 C ONTINGENT BEQUEST - cnables you o designate
HOGFA, CSE or CGAISA a5 a0 alicrnate b vm!smaﬁ”y I CASE 0L OF
more of your pamed benelicianos does not BEFVIVE YOI

All bequests sre noted in s spectal book in our headguariers which
record all ihe principa] donors of our organizations down through the
years; a full page is devoted to describing each such member
Bequests inexcess of $HL000 are accounted lor separately, named
alter the donor and appcar on a special hne on our Quarterly and
Annual Reporis, Such funds could also be named In honor of anciher
person al the requesi of the donor {"ir% m@m(ﬁ“iam"')

Obviously, 3 beguest in a will doesa’t piumm annval gilts made
¢uring onc’s Bfelime, I they are large enough, they will also be
eniered in our Donor % sok and on our financia) reports. Such
coniributions of, say, $10, {%%!ij might cost you less than $6,70 {a
i deral tax saving of $3.300 3 you arc 1 Lhe 33% brackel, plus a

5

rther saving on state and Iocal income tax %05 .

oty
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You can give money 1o the poor, you can support anti-poverty
agencics - ves, you can rail at the wind and order the sea (o turn back,
bt 2l o little avail unless you gei at the Root Cause of Poveriy.

fut if you want your influcnce to be el down through the
generations, then act upon the suggestions made m this booklet. How
clse can you convert your vision of economic justice into reabity? 1f
CGieorgisis of our generation don’t acl, then others will, and for more
transitory and less exalied purposes.

The triumph of Economic Justice is not yet in sight. The way
scems tong and tortuous. But suddenly, we will linally gain the
attention of the maipstream experts, we will burst upon the
consciousness of the nation, and what today s only the doctrine of a
few visionaries will tomorrow become the common sense of the
nation. That may be how it will happen, bul for now it is for us o
persist, 1o build our case statistic by statistic, popularizing, teaching,
until the Hoodgaies open,

We have no choice, We who know this basic economic truth have
# duty to work [or iis eventual world-wide application. To know, and
vot 1o do nothing, s morally dereliet,

{i s fitting 10 conclude with this woell-known guotation from Henry
Georgs:

“Let ne one imagine that he has no influence. Whoever he may be,
and wherever he may be placed, the man who thinks becomes a light
and power... Whoever becomes imbucd with a noble wea kindles a
{lame from which other torches are Vi, and influcnces those with
whom he comes in contact, be they lew or maay. How far that
influcnce, thus perpetuated, may ¢ xiuzd it is not given io kim here o
see. But i may be that the Lord of the Viﬁh“s’cifd will know.” (Irom
Sociad Problems)
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