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_Room 4 1605 Larlmer Street,
Coloradu, Octoher 19 1928,

. _-em_‘g; Ge:or'ge' F‘bundatio’n o_t America,
1306 Be; ger Bld 3 Plttsburgh Pa : .

- Dear"'M Wﬂl}ams.. e

T cetved your ‘kind letter of Sept 2~ﬁth in which “yow
adv:se ‘me that at the annual méeting of the Henry George
Woundation of America I was’ elected a member of 1ts National
Adv;sory Commission., -~ i

i AR ynur request T g!adly accept thls place a8 an actwe .
lepresentatlve of the Bingle Tax movement in Colotado.

.. I'feel that.it is. a great. honor to he associated with the able -
men whose. names  appear. ‘on- your letterhead as nmembers of
thie: Gummisslou -and.I.promise. to. do all'I can to aid them in
.advancing the great work we are all engaged in. Some of the
men-I know persopally and I know nearly all of them by reputa-
“tion or by, their writings . and 1 hope that we can build wp &
strong organization thit will enable us to use scientific methods
i carrying on . the. work. /The need for the use of such methods
I8 mdxcated in’ the.. enclosed copy of a ]etter I wrote to the

“Cammonweal ” )

~¥'realize that in order to place ‘our educatlonal and pohtleal
work on a scientific base a- Jot of research work will be re-
& qu;red Fifty years ago Henry George laid down.: the irrefutable
economic principles upon- ‘which our work is based; but in order
1o hasten their adeption, which is all- we can hope to do, as in
© time: they will be adopted anyway—we must put to the best
possgible use dur sducational and political machinery ‘whenever

aqd wheréver we cal. .
¢ he first thing to do therefore, in'my opmion, is o find out
'exactly what shape thig machinery is. in ‘now ino the wvarious
cities aihd sfates, Then we will know! the best places to work
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the ressarch work would reauive congiderable money and as
that does not seem: to be awv bie just now the only thing 1
can suggest is, ihat you request cach and evary member of ihe
Advisory Commission to send yon . a- fairly soreplete yoapori of
the industrial, educational and political conditions in their re-
gpective cities and states—especially in how many of fhem the
people can make their own laws and the methods that musg
ke uged in doing it. As a starter T will point out the opror-
tunitiss that are open to ug here and the use I try to make
of them,

OPPORTUNITIES IN COLORADO

Tn 1910—we secured the right to make our-own laws in
Colorado and ever since, at every election, I have been trying
to induce the people to use thai vight. I -do it by putting up
third tickets and Singletax hilts. which is an easy thing to do.
1 have been at the work so long 20w that nearly every acquain-
tance [ meet asks me what kind of a petition I want him to
sign? Sometimes T prepare my Singletax bills as straight out
and sometimes ag step by step propesitions.,. - . .-

Wxperience has convinced me that it don’t make much dif-
ference how the Dills are drawn. ¥For no one seems to read
ihem and one kind will arousge as much opposition and discus-
slon as the other. The big papers of couvrsge will fight either
kiund just as hard. Ths main thing is to get a good ballot-title
for the bills. When T prepare tham as amsndments to the City
Charter 1 generaily call them Lower Rent Bills and when T try
t0 submit them to a stale-wide vole as amendmenis {o the state
consiitution 1 eail them O Age Pension Taws. I do this be-
cause in this state it seems the only thing the people cars about
the bills they vote on is the names of themn. - Of course seme
neope read the Singlstax literature we hand out. while we are
circulating petitions for our Jaws bui most of it is thrown away
or merely glanced at. So, all the people really know about the
pills is what the newspapers tell themn Ll

1 is traoe the few thinkers who read cur literafute ars con-
vinced by its logic and evervone who really reads Henry:George
is-tourhed by his sloguence. For example on Henry George’s
birthday we staried te reorganize our Denver Singletax {iInb.
A friend who is o good veader read fo ns exitracts from Hetiry
‘Weéorge's writings compiled by Harry Gunnison Brown and when
he got throngh there was hardly & dry eye In the groun. 1
think therefore that we should pass onut our literature wherever
we can, for we always stand a chance 1o veach a few and every
vote counts. o ' ’
. . .Our opponents, however, can he velied wpon to' throw’ all
the obstacles they can in .our way. During our last clty canmi-
paign they .got an. ordinance passed that forbids .us  to pass
out our pamphlets on the streeis or put them in antomohies.
Therefore the only way we can now put them ont is through
the mail or behind sereen doors in the residential distriets. Our
cpponents are aware. of the fact that much of our literaire
"is thvown aside or misunderstood!” They kaow ‘az well as we
o that most peoplé are poorly informed -and pusbed for tinie.
" In fact, they Xnow thai in these piping iimes most - people
are compelled to think in slogans, - Therefore, fheir chief coi-
cern is to prevent us from getting -suggdsiive pallot tizlés-on
our bills. For instance four vears ago the bailet title we ‘chose
was “A Bill Tor Lower Rents.’” Qur opponents knew, that title
“woald make a strong appeal as rents: were then.very high-in
“Daniver, 'so they got their tools, the-Mayor and:the City Coun-
eil; to” change the title into: “A :Riil:For A:Modified Form.:of
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the Siggle Tax” ‘1 knew that wds a flagrant violation of the
13w, for under our Charter the people have full legislative power
in all local and municipal matiers and choosing a ballot titis
is a legislative act. . .

Nevertheless when I appealed to the court the Mayor and
the "City Council were sustained. Our opponents, .of course,
wore -jubilant over that decigion for they thought it would con-
fuse the voters.” But :Gerritt Johnscn gave.me. $600-to. make
the campaign and with-a like amount I napened to have myseil
1 'was able to tell a good many of the people what our bitl
meant, so in spite of the $23,50¢ spent by our opponents and
their crocked eleetion judges meaviy thivty per cent of the
votes were counted for our bill. This convinces me that =
zood many people in Denver arve beginning to undevstand what
the Bingletax means.

And, that big investors are beglnnips to think so too is
ghown by a strange thing that happened here this year. 1
wag this. . Denver is sbout to buiid 2z new court house on the
Civie Center at an estimated cost of $5,000,000 and to raise the
money the Mayor and the City Council are trying io sell ounv
old Court House square. Last sprinz they gdvertised it Tor
gale but not a single bid was offersd. This looks like & strange
pecurrence, for most people thought that the sgquave was worth
about a million and a half doliars and that many rich men
would be glad to gobble it up at that price. And now that 5o
one seems to want the land at any price the people are wonder-
ing whv. When my opinion i asked I sxplain that it is ber
canze fhe Singletax got 30 per cent of the vots at the last
election and that big investors are afraid that the next time
it will et 51 per cent when, of course, the selling. value of the
iand in Denver now estimated at $390,000,000—will be practically
wiped oui. This view of the thing perplexes a good many
people but it sets them fo thinking and I mow that ihe peculiar
situaiion now exigting hers has opened a good many eves 10
the real meaning of our Singletax vote.

OUR ELAST CAMPAIGN

To open the minds of more people to our great -truth. I
started another campalgn last winter, . : IS
_ Sid Eastwood agreed o print the bills so"l prepared two
of them. One was for stralght Singletax and the other for Old
Age Pensions. As I expected ii was hard to get anynone o
circilate the Singletax petition without pay. but I found a gond
many old people who were eligible for pengionsito circulate ths
other one. L The voters they solicited for signdatures dgnored
the fact that the pensions were to be paid out of land vaiues
and for a time the names came in prefty -fast”. Indeed, for a
time it seemed we really were going to get our pension Dbiil on
the ballot, though I never did have much hope that we would
geot our straight Singletax bill up unless we could raise money
enough to pay z nickle apiece for the names. T was unable to
do that. as vou know, though I sent out a lot of beeging iat-
ters. About 25,000 names are now reguired to put any measure
up to a state wide vote and affer six months of steady grind
we got 16,000 names on our Old Age Pension petition and about

‘3,000 on' the-one for Singletax.: ‘At the same time we. distributed

throughout the state, mostly in Denver; about: 50,000 pieces of
Singletax literature. - Al the motiey we could raise for- the
work was $317 50 although our campaign fizzled out 1 do- aot
think it was a complete fallure, for it aroused a -good deal of
. discussion and it disseminated a’lot of valuable information, in
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ithe most effective way, on the most important and interegting
guestion now before the people.

GURMNMEXT CAMPAIGHN

o kaep up the interesi and drive the troth home 1 am
now preparing to again sabmit our proposed amendment to the
Charter 2t the ity slection next May. It will require only
5900 Lo de it and by starting earily 1 think T will be able to
get them. 1 have left over from the last campaign guiite a
number of the Singletax pamphists you sent me besides a loi
I got from James Bell, Wil Arkiascn, BEd Boeck and Harry
Gunnison Browan., The trouble will be, of course, to get them
disiributed properiy for nowadays it is hard to get anybedy to
do anything without pay. [ am Secretary of the Fobos' Union
in Denver and as we are sure Lo have a big army of the anem-
ployed here this winter | may be able fo get some of the
“Bo’s” to hand out our bilis, but as & rule the Hobos are not
very dependable so I suppose fthat, as usnal, I will have t¢ o
most of the work myself.

OUR OPEN FORUM

One good place o spread the light iz in the Liberal (Church.
You ask me to tell yon what kind of & place it is. Well the
shorfest wayv o tell you is to say 1 is Cenver's Open Porum,
Bishop Frank H. Rice staried) it here seven years ago and as
he is a pretty clever wan and a hard worker he has kepi it
open ever since. The chureh is now duly incorporated and the
Bishop has appointed me and a lot more as Doctors of thig,
that and the other thing to help carry on the work, All the
randidates for office ke to ialk to the ¢rowd in our Churceh
and sometimes we bave real scienfific speakers. But, of course,
as you probably Enow, when the 3Spiritealists, Communists or
Secialists zet the floor they unever know when or where to
stop. Every onee in a while I get a chance to talk Singletax
to the crowd and now the Bishop and some of the Directors
understand if, or at leasf they say they do. When we started
te reorganize our Singletax Club here a few-weeks ago the
Bishop wanted io call it the Singletax Chaurch. IHis argument
is that if will be much easisr to get contribations for a church
than for & club or a lzagus as mosi peopls form judgments ot
on the merits but on the names of things. There wag consider.
able opposition to his idea, however, s¢ the question was ieft
undecided, Now I would iike to have vour opinion on the gues-
tion as well ag the opinioms of Mr. Evans and Mr. Bwing for
the Bishop just told me that he has conferred the degree of
Toetor of Heonomics and Philosophy on ail of us,

i suppose sur research workers can fnd Open Forams
much like the Liberal Church in neariy all of the cities. Also
“the kind of made to order meetings that our Singletax speakers
can get into, such as schools, churches Labor wnions, Rotarians
and the lke. Im our former campaigns  ia Denver we held
many big mestings on street corners and we had good apeakers
like John 7. White ang Herbert Bigelow, but now ths auto
mobiles make so much noise that successful soap-boxing s ont
of the question. Anyway we have aot had aay big Singletax
speakers fere for s long time, The reason is that since the
war we have not had any live Singletaxers or a strong organ-
imation to arrange meetings for them. I am sorry to say that
most of our old timers Dave either fost interest, they have
zone away or they are dead. About the only ones left are
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John MeGauran, Jim Smith, 5id Bastwood and myself and we are
now frying o boild np an organization oul of new reeruits.

CUR LIVE PERIOD

Thirty years agc when the Populist party was in power
here the people of (loicrado seemed fo e much more Progres-
sive than they are now. I then lived in Colorade Springs and
we elected our old SBingletax friend Mel Sinton a County Com-
missioner. He gave me and another man a confract at 20 per
rent to look up tax dodgers. In about a year's time we col-
lepied about $25.00¢ from men who ivaned money on mortgages
and who failed fo ligt the notes for taxation. To head uz off
the tax dodgers goif our present revenue law passed that ex-
cmpts mortzage notes from faxation. Jn the legislature that
passed the law there were four live Singletazers, Including
Senator Bucklin and they forced a provision inte the law that
=41 land shail De listed. valued and assessed each year separate
and apart from personal property and the improvement thereon.”

The county assessors now obey this law, but the big inter
ests slipped a joker into it.which provides thai Pablic iTtility
Corporations may be assessed as “Unit” values. The resuit
of that joker is the.Tax Commission assesses railroads af about
$35.000 per mile and the :other companies in like proportion
i real value, Bucklin and: I intended to take the guestion into
ecourt and have corporation franchises assessed separate and
apart from .other properiy, but Bucklin, who was our great
laader, died and shortly afterwards a Public Utility Commission
was appointed to fix rates, sa I let the matter drop.

Our Singletax work went right on, however, until the
great war put a damper on it. Our first campaign was for the
frucklin hill in .1-99-2; Then we started. a. long hard fight for
ihe [nitiative and Referendum and in 1910 we won it. Two
vears later Bucklin won his great fight for Hoine Huie in tax-
ation in Charter Cities. The next year (eorge Knapp started
tg usge -that: right by’ putting the Sinlgetax up to a vole in
Pneblo, - The following -year the Sinton boys submitted it to
a voie in Colorado Springs and since that time we have paot it
up four times in Denver, - .

=ow T would "like to tell you how [ enjoyed these long.
hard fought interesting campaigns, but 3f T atiempted tc do so
this letter would be n mile too long, so I will simply tell about
some of the mistakes we made and the Iessons we might learn
from them. One of our mistakes is to sxpect any help from
staie” legislatures, city councils or school boards, We often
try it hot ‘even if we get a iriendly member of one of these
hodies to make a speech for cur bills they are always pigeon-
holed. 'However, the newspapers often zpeak of our bills while
they are pending, so I keep on trying. - :

OUR MISTAKES

Another mistake i to make our bills too long, especially
as we have to explain them to voters who sign our petitions.
I have been at it a long time now and I know how hard it is
{o get the average voter to see- what we are driving at. In
fart 1 am inelined to think that Harry Willock is right when
he says that “A constitutional amendment of only about ien
iines is nscessary—making all taxes unlawful until the full ren-
tal value of all land has been taken for the needs of govers-
ment—séate county and city.” -Puiting it up fo the veter im
that plain simply way saves a lot of time, but of course it
don’t setile the argument. For the voter is apt to coms back
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at you with “Full renial valee, what does that mean? When.
ever they come baclk thai way I gives you a chance {o exvlain
the law of reni, but the suceess vou have in doing it depends
on the kind of 2 man you are talking to. As a general mwg
he won't undersiand yooe al alf, s0 thai the best you ean do
is to get his name on your pelition and hand him a piece of
f Hterature. Sometimes though in the course of a long days
work vou get 75 or 100 names, and you will meet quité a few
who are intelligent enough (o understand. And even when they
go away with a bewildered ook on their faces they often prom-
ige to get registered and vote lor our bitls, Yeu know, in
ihig state gqgualified electors can sign an initistive petition
whether they are registered or net,

CHURCH PROPERTY

. Another guestion that often comes np for discassion is,
what should we de about ihe value of the land owined by
churehes. Some think it ought to remain exempt the way it
js new 4dnd others think we ocught to tax it. A Bationalist
Agsoeiation to which [ belong decided last summer that chureh
property shonld be taxed, so I prepared petitions for the pur-
pose and started ithem out: 1 took one myself, but I had an
awtul hard- job to get anyone (0 sign it. Bven ihose who
thonght the churches ought to be taxed seemed to be afraid
to gign it. The other cirenlatoss had the same kind of luck
1 had, so after a fow weeks irial we saw we were getting
dowhere and. we quity T would lize to kKnow what our other
researchers think of thiz c¢hurch propositicn for Ii seems io me
it s smiv A quesﬁon of-timer whefn we will have to face it

WHAT ARGUMENTS ;SHOULD WE USEY

Btill another tubL;QR a.nd a. veiy ampmtfmi one is, shall
we make our appeal i¢ the economic or io the moral motives
or the voters. (n this peint some- think ene way and scome
another. Ior exwmple here is what.an old tims SBingletaxer
wrote: me . last summer: L have -come 1o believe that advocacy
of Henvy UGeorge's solution of our- social. hodge-podge, as &
mele Hnancial measure, can pever, provs. triumphant. | do
not know - whether the intelligence apnd moral purpese of the
mee bas o yel reacked a plane which will make possible the
advocacy of this truth frdm an ethical viewpoint with any
diope of suecess, but [ am couvinged that. nntil # can be ai-
rtacxked without regard fo its fiscal implicalions any apparent
success must prove dllusery.. Until mankind .are willing to do
this thing heeause it is ngnt any attempt to pul it over by
showing: peuple that. they can meore, easily plmme a living oan
aguomplish notmng even if. mcces:iull’_ :

- That is one view, The other view is excmphﬁefi by the
zood work John ¥, White and Otte Kahleman did in our Pueblo
campaign in 1917, They.went to work on the theory that men
wre wslaly’ controiled by enlightensd %elf,]nte_reht Wwhite, who
conducied that.campaign, employed expert accountants 1o maKe
& complatie me,empu of  every tag schedule in the ASSeRELS
office.  He then. Luepared slips which showed every taxpayar
“in Pueble the sxact amount of faxes he patd that year and the
exact amonni-he would have io pay if our Singletax amengment
to the Oity Charter was adopied. The slips showed that 85%
of the taxpayers would save money. 1 wag one of the grew
ibat delivered the slipg 4 each house, And explained them fo the
taxpayers. Neariy all of them said they. mould vote im our, bill
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and we Telt sure it would get a blg majority.  Bub Imaxine our
astonizhment and dismay, o God on eleciion day. ha ihe
dingleiax got less than onethird of the votes,

This resalt, as ¥ou know, was lks the ones we reached i
most of cur former campatgns. v Delaware, Gregon, Oali-
fornia, Missouri and other places the methods we used were
similar to the methods used in Pusblo and in Denver znd the
results were about the same  With the limited resources at
our command we got all the voters we could reach to sign o
petitions, lisien to our speakers, and read our Hterature but,
exespl in a few insiances, we never got more than & small frac-
iinn of the votes. As a geaeral thing our failures ware aifribated
to three different causes. First o the bitter opposition of tha
fand moncpotists and thely big bapers. Second to the fact t].lklf
we could never ralse money enough to make strong campaizns
and third, that anyway, a great majority of .the psople fi:)ﬂ’t'
snow how to think and are governed chiefly by custom and ha{hit'
i suppose our vesearch workers will examine thess eiii)]anati(ms;
and i they prove io ’be; correct_ ihgjf_: _Wi_Il_,, ﬁu{i_'some Way to
maeet them : ) ‘

WHAT IS THE SOLUTION

To offset the owertul opnosmon of the. blg nawapaper:, in
our future work, “vroald sugge it o vigorons: pamphleteer cam-
paign and a corps of good spealiers, Yo regard to raislig money
tor the work [ have ho suggestions to make, for thers ars many
others who can. make ‘better suggestions: slong thcu Fne ihan
1 can. 1 am an old ba.chnlor and live cheap,” but it keeps me
rustling most of the time to pay my bills, As to whaiher the
peaple can thmk or not ¥ admit it is a puzzhhg qucstmn. Some-
times | think they can and sometimes I think they can't. o
get anywhers with our work, Rowever, we liave to assume that
at least a majority of t!“em can think, mr we all know that
it takes qyuite & little reasoning power to undersiand ithe law
of rent and all of its implications.. It also requires some close
observations and, clegr  thi inking to umierstand our  political
machines; how they are financed, and how they run fhe govern-
ment,  Good ‘:zngletaxers—wespemailv those who crr(-u’zdtg our
petitwns—-ahould understand ..all . these thmgs 4o they wil
know how ia.changs the. habits ‘of voters. who, sﬂ:ml} look up
their pariy labels \}}Len they‘ 2o .to the polls. It goes withoul
saying, of wm'se, Ahat. wherever possmle we .shouid have a

Singletax bl of Seme kind.on.the official ballot,-go- that BVETY
wte; whe 18 Wlllmg to.take a.chance can:vote. on-it. That, it
seems to m&,. is.the ecasiest, qulcl\_ebt and best war fo make
the Singletax mto a political: issue, Anyway Ahat iz the way
the prohibitionists. worked and ;at. 1ast they . wop. their fight,
Of gourze the Work We are engaged. in is- guite diﬁ“erenf ~and far
more nportant,’ than fheirs, . Dbut- i -sce no. way to improve om
their sirategy or thelr tactics. ' o o

Now in this® cursory survey ‘of our ‘work T don’t want yom
ie think that-I -underestimate -its importance., ¥ar from it in-
deed 1 think-we.are trying to selve the rmost-importasnt problem.
that now confronts-the. eivilized ~-world:  To find 2 zolution for
it 1 think that -each and- every:phase of the. gigantic problem:
must be -critically examined by experts. - All -1 have .aitempied
to -do here i3 to.call attention to -z few phases of the.work thai
has fallen under-my ‘own. ebservation. - Naturally, like eveyoue
else who h&s gtudied the- question, ¥ have reached certain, con-
clugions, -One-of my -.conclusions is -that in order to. seil the
Singletax to the ~people;” Wwe rmuust give them: a chance to vote
on i JiCadmit-that: as yet, comparatively few- -paop'l_e; are ahie

S




i vote on it Goderstandingly, but I belleve that the best way
to educate them is to put the proposition up ic a vote whan
over we can, As near as I can Iearn that can now be done
in 8ve or six states that have the Initiative and Referendum
in a workable form. olorade, I halieve has this great tool of
. democracy in a more workabie form than any other state, and
[ have tried to show what poor use we have so far made of it.
Time and time again I got cut petitions. to submit the Binglatax
to a state wide vote, but T could never raise money enough to
pay a nickle apiece for the mames. Benator Bucklin put it up
here onee, but for the most part he had ic pay for the names
out of his own pocket. In Missouri things were different.

T put in a year circulating our petitions theve in the rural
districis and four good organizers—Vernon J. Hose, Cari Brao-
nan, Ed Beeck and Frank P. Walsh—raised money enough to
pay all expenses. Luke North and Lona Ingham Hobinson
led the work in California and in Oregon Wm. U'Ren was our
great organizer. Of course many other friends hkelped in the
zood work, but here [ mention only a few. :

All of these state cammpaigns, as you kanow, aroused a good
deal of discussion and furthered our cause immeasurably. Even
when we failed to get our bills opn the ballot, the mere Tact
that our petitions were in the field kept up the interest and
the hostile press showed the common people how bitterly the
“Big Interests” oppose the Singletax, Tt is in the cities, how-

ever, that our work is most effective, for where peopla live

close together they can easily exchange opiniops, And that
the opinighs formed are not all unfavorable is shown by the
fact that our vote is steadily growing. ATl thai is needed here
now is a little money and good salesmanshin, A few years g0
territt Johnson looked the ground over here, and he gaid that
if his health was good he could sell the Singletax to Denver in

one year. -
OUR PRESENT ADVANTAGE

Besides the large body of favorable Singletax opinion that
thirty years of hard work hag built up in Denver we will now
have another advantage in our coming campaign, That advan-
tage is this. 'The fact that no one wants to buy our Court
House . sqnare is arcusing city wide curiosity and by skillful
management that curiosity ean be made state wide or even
‘pation wide, The oniy thing needed to make it so, is money
enough to print and distribete leafiets, which will show the
people the only reason why ne one wanis to buy the best thres
and one-half acres In the heart of the city, is fear of our
Fingletax vote. This will give us the advantage of crowd
psychology. which in turn will set our big opponents wild, and
pring the common _peoply out. to voie for our bill,

Anyway to make the experiment we will get our petitions
and Jeaflets out for the spring election as scon #3 We Can,

OUR ORGANIZATION'S CHANCES

-Opportimities like this will no doubt be open to us from
time o time in various other communities as well ag in Denver

and we should always be prepared to take advantage of them.
To he prepared we need an arganization like the Henry George
Toundation of America to keep us informed and to guide our
action. ' Many of our members are known to be good organizers,
in their own particular fields, and now 1 feel sure that we are
getting in shape to do good work. Clo-operation is all we need
and I think we all know how. Wae can co-operate because
we all want the same thing and the thing we want is a square
deal for everybody. 1 don't know how our organization work
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iz pianned, but [ sappose overy member will carry on the work
i his owsn commanily, in bl own way, and report 'Wt;ai 3";*
is doing or iniends o do to his fellow members throngh hes ;’
quarters in Piteghursh. - Naterally, tos. owr members il K“fi -
in money along with thelr reporis, o keep our m:;i'tral {z;ﬁd
functioning, for no organizaiion oan last long if g mwﬁ‘;;p(f
de not kesp it alive. 1 dow't know how the central affice Fane.
tinas, but T suppose that as in similar organizations the ?}‘uii*
ot the work falls on: the -Secrelary and that gil imilm't-ﬁ‘ni‘ ﬁgi
cislons are made by ihe executive committee with ?isrhi: of
appeal. I supnose, too, that the Committee often finde ilf' hard
ta decids what to_dc with the varivus reporis and appeals for

beln that eome in. At Jeast I know that is the way the thing
works il the Old Age Peunsion League I organized hers, and
it was the same way with & farmers’ union I orzanized a-bm_zt
twenty veats ago in the sonthwest corner of this state. 7 think
though in leoking over the list that the decisions of our com-
mitiee will be flr and fmpartial aod phat in Teost sazes th;w
wili be finai. - -

1 aizo think that the time for an organizstion of this kind
fins arrived and that it is bound to grow in strength and infiu.
pnee. Many fietd men like mysaif in all paris of the cowntry
have heen waiting a long tlme to be organized, and now $hag
vou have made a good gtart I think that isolated members a.mi
aroups In many places will be ready to sct i concerl on any
Aeld that our ezecntive commities decides iz & good ome.
rnow [ will, I would like to-have conditions in Colarado looked
inte very carefnlly, but it the Commities decides that ot‘m;r
plates ook more promising and that I can be of any uge 1 W'i-ﬁ
=0 any place they wani me to go i T have to ride there in a
box ear. I know that I won't be of much Use as a spealer ar
a writer but, although T-am-69, I still claim to be the {ghampidp
petition cireuiater. In fact 1 just finished putiiing up thres t‘mﬁ%
party Communist, Socialist and FarmerLabor tickats zma:i-l
wounld get one up for tike Commonwesaith Land"party i 1 hag
o litile more time. You kmow it takes only 308 names to pur
up a state ticket here, but the petitons must be filed thivty
days betore election.. My purpose in putiing. up these thirg

party tickets year ufter year 13 not so much 10 make the little
money 1 get for deing the work as & Notary Public. hut becanse

in these reactionary times I am. irying to Keep alive the spirit
of Demooracy, . o )
©© Another thing that makes me beiieve.that the time is ripe
for eur orzanization is the rapid changes that,are taiing Hacs
in our industrial system. Machinery is beglealng to do alt ih(;
work and our politicians ~will soon have. a big ﬂnenmluv‘nc—q\{
probiem to solve. [ think a good many of the big felinws now
‘See that the Singletax is the only way ont,but, of course, they win
not try o change our tax laws uniit. a, matority of the people want
them changed. ‘The biggest. problem that now confronts the
enlightensd therefore, s how: to. change public opinion on thé
so-called land tax -questiony- Up o the present time we have
gong about it in an individnalistie haphazard way bui ﬂOVx’““ths;;
thinking psople .ses that an organized effort is being made
they will be iikely to land it strong suppert. Ther will do 'hls
‘hecanse most peopls now -kKnow that the only way to get Tesmé;‘
is to organime. . . e L T

We all know that our-organizstion will fet “amount to
muck, or last very long unless it can show that it 3s &."Ptﬁaié
resuity, that is, that it is:inducing or .compellitg more ...[';é()p];
to give this great guestion serious thought. ", To gat resilts of
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course, the organiziion will have ie use scientific methods
Foriunaiely in dealing with some phases of the work that wil
not be hard to do. Fop dnstange, in oany public lidrary ounr re-
2 reh ?-‘.-'()I'i{&t!'}i can gasily find the taxy and the electinn laws D‘f
every ity and state. They can also find out what the people
in various places work at, and what shape they are in, Thex;
when our executive committes examines the reporis sent in by
the researchars they can decide in what place or places our
sducational or political work iz likely ie be most effective; and
as they will be in constany toush with us figld workers the; can
let ‘us kuow what conclusions they have reached and what they
want us to do. As nesxr as they ean of course, they will pick
out mein who are adapted to the particular kind of work they
want done. If they want a jegislative body to pass a law they
will have one of owr lawyers draw it up and find some good
lobbyists to steer it threugh. 1If they want a Singleiazer elected
Lo office they will find men of our faith among his constitwents
whe are willing and able to electioner and get ocut the vote.
if they wani speechmakers they will send good speakers, and
if they want written explanations of our phiiosophy they will
hzve no trouble in finding good wrilers. That we Dave plenty
of men in cur ranks who are capable of doing such work is
groved by the fact that Senator Bucklin, Lawson Purdy and
their co-wofkers had lawg passed that require land to be listed,
valped and assessed separate and apart from other property.
and that it is not impossible to elect Singletaxers to vifice was
shown by the election of Judge McGuire, Tom Johnson, Joo
Pastorisa and a good many others. It is true, they are likely
to0 be in a hopeless minority and therefore will be able fo do
very little even when elected, but it is always some advantage
to have our rustworthy friends in places of power. Fi, at least,
gives ihe public pofice that ableé men neo longer shy at our idea,
and for thai reason a igreat many people will he iaduced io
lock into it ' o -

HOW OUR WORK S$HOULD BE DONE

And my long éxperience in circulating Singletax petitions
hag conviiced me that quite a few people can undsrsiand our
proposition if it is properly explained to them. Of course, as
1 said before, & great many cannot be reached at ai) and for
the last few. years [ have been trying to &nd ont why thay
can net., When 1 ask a working man fo sign my petition I care-
fully note the questiohs he asks and the remarks he makes. I
do . the samse thing when I meet a woman, a business man oF
a professional man, and then i compare results, Briefly stafed,
my conclusion is that the opinions most people form on the
Singletax question are largely determined by thelr education—
asing the word in a broad sense—and more particularly by
their “ecomomic condition and their social status. In other
words the so-called educated rich people who live on Capitol
il are less likely to vote for the Singletax than are the poor
people who kpow how to reid and write, but who live in smail
homes, or rooming house—always barring, of course, the penni-
less plutes. '

On  these cenclusions that I have reached aficr years of
experience I Dase my work as president of the petition oir-
culators’ union. When 1 get a contract to put up-a radieal ticket
or a radical bill I advise my fellow workers to go into the slum
Aistricls. . When the coniract is for a big corporation bill, like
the one just put up bere for a gixty million doliar bend issue
to build good roads I advise them to go up on the hill o get
ihe names. But I find that T am often mistaken in this advice,

i0

study it

s sometimes, just {or a joke, 1he gwells on the hill sign for a
padicnl bill, and guiis often the poor people will sign g;eﬁ‘i‘im‘;g
for bonds bacanse i think it will make more work, and that
anyway the burden wiil fail on 1 g taxpayers. When sueh
happen ! often doubt ¥ Herbert Spencer was right when
ne said that “Human sonduct is prompted by feeling and guided
by intelligence” 1 koow the fecling is there a1l right, ‘faz“ iz
cireglating petitions, especially the ones for Singletax, T often
have pretty hot arguiments, but the way most peopls talk and
vote makes me wonder where the intellizence comes in
However, | hope that all these difficulties wil! be ironed out
when our orvgahnization geis seltled down to its selentific work.
Henry George and other able writers have told us all we need
o know about political econcomy and fvom practical sxperience
we unow a good deal about. politics, bui whes it cowes to
psvehology we are still uy in thealr. Whenever 1 got time,
zo to the library and read up on the subiect. In fact, I em:m
gpent three years it college irying to find, vut what the human
mind iz and how it works; but I didn'f learn very much. About
all 1 learned was, that we have mnervous systems. thai respond
io stirmull and -thaf we! are naturak bora imitators, who are
governed mostly by habits.and not hy-reasom. .As far as I
knew that is-about .all: most: of -the psychologists. know about
the mind vei, although they claim they have made 2 good deal
of progress since T went:to: school... Maybe they have, but afier
reading Dewey, MceDougal, -Phillipsy James, Martin. and many
raors, it seems. to me-that psychology:ds: in about the same stage
af development- that-Herbert: Speneer; left it.in. .- e b
- " 'sOME HOPE iIN BEHAVIO '
.- John:B.. Watson says that the reason why paychology hug
mot. advanced. is. hecause its students’ are full of Teliglous super-
stition, .and . use words, that are meaningless, . For instance
he says they admit that some, nérve stiniuli is carried 10 the
prain, but they claim thai a thing called a mind, oy a soul, sits
f . the -brain, to- interpret the stimuli and sehd omt orders
Watson says that is all supersiition, that all we cin abgerve i
behavior, and that all we can knew about the human B.ﬂi]];la.?
. how he is stimulated and how he vesponds.  Therefors, be i
irying, 10 reduce . psychology. to an objective” science, and to
. the same wiy that ‘we study the other f'phvéivai
seiences. [ dont know how far he will gel with that nfeth;)d
but 1§ his idea.proves to be the correct ons it will be # big
help in.our work, Therefore, I suppose the experis in oar head.
quarters. will carefully . look. inte it R
¥ Watson's method proves to be scientific, it may be a help
to.us in several ways, Iirst, i, will tell us why so many minds
seem to be impervious to our greatb fruth, or for that matter

+0 any-other -great truth, thai.is new. For, agcording to him
‘thinking is- nothing but subvocal talking. Therelore, .when pio-
ple constantly:hear. land spoken of as real estate, property, ste.

‘they seem to ‘be-unable to -think of it as 2 thing separats and

apart from- the buildings and .other-ihings that labor has plaeed
wom ~it; ‘which- go: by the same -names.. Socialisiz, as vou koow
‘are -especially apt :to -respond- to.all such words in. {hat \myt

“Fhey geperaly call the land and sbout everything o it “Capi-
tal” and claim that the whole works belongs.to everybody, -
Therefore, if Watson: ig-right all.we neéd do, i to get the
right words and their correct.meanings.iatd. the heads of a
majority of the people. For example, in some way we must
get them to see that-the word. “land’’ includes everything that
was here before man. -That.the word “land-ownership” means
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the ballot:

the right to exclude others from land. That the word “tax”
means an obligation imposed by law, and not a debt incurred
through contract, ete, etc. What we call the powers of com-
parison and reflection will do the rest. Or, as I understand
Watson, all of these words, and the meaning we attach to them
are nothing but nerve stimuli, that are some way joined together
in the brain in logical order, and frequently issue forth in ra-
tional actions. Now, if this ig true all we have to do to win
an election is to deflne our terms and get people to gee what
they mean.  For instance, if we can get wage workers to see
that by allowing speculators to put our groond rents In their
pockets, the speculators can grow tich by holding sbout one-
half our land out of use, and boosting rents, while millions of
nien have to stand idle or work for low wages. If we can gef
business men to see that thmes are dull, because so many people
cah get no money to buy things, and the real reason why they
ean’t, or if We can get the people generally to see that most of
the peverty, misery and crime in the worid is due to the fact
that we tréat the value of land as private property, they will
all begin to see what Singletaxers mean when they say that
lémmunity values should be taken for Community use, and
that eéverything else should be exempt from taxation. They will
also see that when our Singletax system iz put into force,
natural opportunities will be open to all and that every man who
is able and willing to work can stand up straight, and make an
effective demand for all he earns. Therefore, if Watson is
right and we can get the people to see the real meaning of the
word “Singletax™ all we need do to win an election is to write

... the word “Singletax” on a card and hand it to the voters when
""theyr are going to the polls.

Pher' everyone, except the land speculators, and the few
they can balldose or bribe—will no longer take the card with
a bewildered look, a contemptuous laugh or an angry frown,
hut they will read it with pleasure and with a determined look
on their faces; they will go into the polling booth and make
‘thejr eross mark in the right place on the official ballot. They
‘will.also_sign our petitions, and chip in to help get our bills on

Now my dear friend I want to apologize for making this -
{etter so long. When I started T intended to merely tell you
how proud I am to be a member of the advisory board of our
sreat organization and a few things about our work in Colorade.
fiut you know how it is when you get to talking or writing
about Singletax. One thing leads to another and you never get
through. T remember thongh that I said that we ought to send
some money along with our reports, so I am enclosing five
dollars: That is all I can afford just now. Tater on I will
try to send some more. R

If vou don’t obiect T will send -a copy of this letter to all
the friends who helped in our last Colorade campaign, for I
think. they want to know when we are going to start again and
what prospects we have to win, T would also like to malil a
copy of it to every other Singletaxer whose name and address
you can send me, for our old friend Clyde Robinson who does
my typing, now has in the headquarters of our Singletax and
Old Age Pension Leagune, a mimeograph machine that he can

put letters through without much cost.

And now wishing you the best of tuck and with very best.
wishes to all our friends, 1 remain ‘

 Cordially and sincerely yours,
o 'BARNEY HAUGHEY.
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