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All the advice a father may give

his son about following the golden

rule, and that honesty is the best

policy, will be of no avail if the '
father does not follow these precepts;

if he himself does not set a good
example.
the State. Solong as the State vio=
lates and encourages the violation
of the commandment, "Thou Shalt
Not. Steal”, the crime of theft will
not diminish. -

How is that possible ? How does the
State commit theft or encourage it?
The amswer isplain and simple., But
the very statement appalls people
&nd makes them think that it can-
not be true. Some of our greatest
philosophers, including our own
Susapna ¥, landers, recognized as
the foremost one in the world, says
thatone of the most difficult things
to analyze is the obvious. But she
says there i3 no reason why a clear
mind cannot follow the obvicus by
applying commonsense, and! think
we should add that it takes real mo-
ral courage to follow the truth when
it runs counter to the habiis and
customs of many centuries,

A greatmansaid, thatthereisonly
one solvent that solves the social
problems, and that is, "Truth",

The truth which I deal with here
willbe denied by no one, namely,
that land, the earth is the gift of
Nature to all mankind. By land, is
meant the surface of the earth and
everything above and below, It is
the hounty of the Creator of the
Universe. Inthe beginning it is free
to all men, But as population in-
creases and with it come social ser-
vices, such as roads, streets and
schools, fire and police protection
andmany other public services and
all these paid for by the people, all

The same holds true of
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of them join to create and increase
the value of Nature's gift to man--
the land, '

And do the people get the benefit
of what they created? No, Never!
The State--crganized society--has
by laws marked land "private pro-
perty”, andtherefore the revenue~-
the rent--belonging to the people,
because created by them, goes into
the pocket of the man who byman~-
made law calls himself the owner,.

-Thus the State participates in lega-

lized misappropriation~-~-~legally
right--but morally wrong, In other
words, the community created val-
ues attached to the land are har-
vested by theone who by man's law
holds title to the land,

Itshould now be clear, that if the
State collected this economic ren-
tal value of the bare land--cail it
taxation if you wish--then as a re-
sult the State could abolish all the
taxes on the improvements on the
land, Not only that, but the State
couldrepeal all oppressive person-

“* abolish the socialisticincome tax,

whichis denounced on every hand,
Manifestly it is rent, and only this
rent, (whichhas nothing to do with
house rent, which is interest) that
belongs to all of the people, but
because we allow govermment to
permit its private appropriation, we

. force government o confiscate the

fruit of man's work, by taxation,

There you have a form of commu=

nism (andI do not use it as a swear
word).

Pragmatism, or the practical ap-
plication of this system, demands
that possessionof the land for nse--

mind you, for use--must be granted, -

and protected but none can held it

" forspeculation as he can under the

present inadequate tax.

The cry is for, "New Frontiers!”
The -system here proposed will re=
establish the old frontier, based
upon equity and justice, The New
Frontier of the New Deal, Fair Deal,
and the Present Deal, lead to more
and more "Benevolent Govern-
ment, ” which is but a charitable
name of a socialistic government,

Al overour fair country, we have
organizations and societies which
deplore the present irend; they vir-
tuaily tremble with fear, but I have
yet to see one that recognizes the
basic economic maladjustment
which I have tried to point out, In
one sentence, this wrong can be
described by pointing out the fact
that govermment now confiscates,
through taxation, such as the In-
come and Sales Taxes of varied
kinds, the wealth created by Labor
and Capital, but Ieaves to favored
individuals the “unearned ircre-
ment” of Mother Earth". As long
aswe do this, we will not stop com-
munism and the ideology of com-
munism in our own couniry.




You canneot indict 2 whole people--
no more than you can indict the
State, butwe as individual citizens
canenlist in the cause of freedom
and liberty, by joining the forces
that fight for the application of the

above Truth.

Eventhebeneficiariesof the pre-
sent system, who will temporarily
be financially hurt, will benefit in
the longrun. Ttis only when people
dare 1o take large steps that & pa~
tion leaps forward.

Justa few of the benefits, First of
all, irwill exert a great moral up~
lift; inthat itwilimake people rea-~
lize that they owe their right to the
land as one of the greatest gifts of
Nature, and notas a grant from the
State; that no power can grant it
"forever”, but that we the people
are mere "sojourners”; that it will
sound the death-knell of the inno~
‘cent looking but in fact, the most
nefarious gambling of all-~the trad-
ing in land, condoned by both
Church and State. Tt will help
increase the middle class, Those
who now speculate in land will
cease to do so, as there will be no
more profit in it. By that I do not
mean that thesé are less moral than
the rest of the people who work for
aliving, buttheywillbe compelled
fo turn their talents and devote their
time to noble and constructive pur=~

MANY GREAT LAWGIVERSAND
ECONOMISTSHAVE SAID LANDED
PROPERTY IS DIFFERENT

Moses (1400 B, C.): The land
shall not be sold forever; for the
land is Mine; for ye are strangers
and sojowrners with Me, Leviti-
cus XXV,

Baruch Spinoza(1632~1677;; The
whole so0il should be public pro-
perty.

John Locke (1632-1704): God
gave the world in common to all
mankind, Whenever, in any coun-
try, the propriefor ceasesio be
the improver, political economy
has nothing to say in defense of
landed property. When the "sacre-
dness” of property is talked of, it
should be remembered that any
such sacredness does not belong in
the same degree 1o landed pro-
perty. .

William: Blackstone (1723~-1780):
The earth, therefore, aud all
things therein, are the general
property of all mankind, from the
immediate gift of the Creator.

Adam Smith{1723-1790): Ground
rents are a species of reverue -
which the owner, in many cases,
enjoys without any care or atten-
tionofhis own. Ground rents are,
therefore, perhaps a species of

-guits, Moreover, all the temptation revenue which can best bear to

to deceive and conceal and even
defraud will be destroyed; the fric~
tion between Capiial and Labor will
end. As a final result, crime will
decrease.,

1 attach hereto, as a part hereof,
quotations from some of the grear
men of many countries. They say
somuch better then what I have so
feebly tried to do,

Respectfully submitted,
L R. Fuchs, asDistrict Judge of
the 22nd Judicial Court of Texas

have a peculiar tax imposed upon
themn,

Tom Paine (1737-1809): Men did
not make the earth---It is the
value of the improvement only,
and not the earth itself, that is
individual property---Every pro-
prietor owes to the community a
ground rent for the land which he
holds,

Thomas Jefferson (1743-18286):
The earth is given as a common
stock formen to labor and live on.

John Stuart Mill (1806 -1873):
Landlords grow richer in their
sleepwithout working, risking, or

economizing. The increase in the
value of land, arising as it does
from the efforts of an entire com-
munity, should belongto the com~
munity and not to the individual
who might hold title,

Abraham Lincoln (1808-1865):
The land, the earth God gave to
man for hishome, sustenance, and
support, should never be the pos—
session of any man, corporation
society, or unfriendly government,
any more than the air or water,
if as much., An individual, or
company, or enterprise requiring
land should hold no more than is
required for their home and suste-
nance, and never more than they
have in actual use in the prudent
management of their legitimate
business, and this much should not
be permitted when it creates an
exclusive monopoly, All that is
not so used should be held for the
free use of every family to make
homesteads, and to hold them as
long as they are so occupied,

Herbert Spencer (1820 -~1903):
Equity does not permit property
in land--~The world is God's be~

‘quest to mankind. All men are

joint heirs to it,

Leo Tolstei (1828~1910): Solv-
ing the land question means the
solving of all social questions~-~
Possession of land by people who
do not use ir isimmoral~--Just
like the possession of slaves.

Henry George (1839-1897): Our
primary social adjustment is a
denialof justice. In allowing one
man to own the land on which
and from which other men must
live, we have made them his
bondsmten in a degree which in-
creases as material progress goes
on. It is this that turns the bless-
ings of material progess into a
curse.

Dr. Sun Yat-Sen (1866-1925):
The (land tax) as the only means
of supporting the. govermment is an



infinitely just, reasonable, and
equitably distributed tax, and on
it we will found our new system,
The centuries of heavy and irre-
gular taxation for the benefit of
the Manchus have shown China
the injustice of any other system
of taxation,

~ The late United States Senator,
Morris Sheppard of Texas, refer~
ring to 1and said, "Use is the only
muniment of Title”, .

EXPLANATORY - OBSERVATIONS
IN RE: THE COURT'S CHARGE

My explanation will comne in the
form of answers to guestions which
are often put to me. o

FIRST: How will you change over
to the new sysiem you propose?

I would advise that it be done
gradually, If you are going 60
miles an hour and in the wrong
direction you cannot make an ab~
rupt turn, Step by step, reduce the
taxes on all improvements and
all moveable or personal prcperty.
And if we do this, atthe same
time increase the tax on the land,
not including the improvements.

SECOND: Would the land value
tax, or the collection of the rent
of land, produce enough revenue
for the necessary govermmental
purposes?

I believe it would, becausel
feel that 180 million people will
pay ¢nough rent for this rerritory,
this land, this part of the earth,
known as the United States to pay
for all the needs of the Govern-
ment. Rermmember that this "land"
we speakofincludes all the farms.
the rivers, the lakes, the oil
fields and ail the mines; in fact,
all natural resources. But be that
asitmay, in any event, we should
first take that which belongs to ail
the people before we resort to
other taxes. If I owe you money
Ishould not use the excuse for my
non-paymentthat it does ot
satisfy your particular wants,

Incidentally, but of great im-
portance isthe fact that under the
proposed plan, govermmental af-
fairswill beimmensely simplified,
Itwould remove the duplicity and
duplication from our private busi-
ness affairs: justvisualizethe bil-
lions of dollars now spent to keep
the records for, and make the in-
come Tax reports,

THIRD: Is it fair to exempt a
large stock of goods, or. a million
dollars someone has lying in the
bank?

Firstof all, you cannot tax goods
andmoney, You merely raise the
rrice and the interest to the con-
sumer, We pride ourselves in be~-
ing capitalists, but in truth we are
not; for we confiscate capital en
every hand.

Goods and money hurt no one,
but idle land which labor needs
before it can go to work does hurt.

FOURTH: I3 it not unjust to tax
only one kind of property?

True, if you putland, not created
by man and which man cannot
create, in ihe same category as
man created property, (I refer
apyone further interested to the
House and Home issue of August
1960; which devotes 67 pages to
the discussionof Land Value Tax-
ation, )

Moreover, just like every one
contributes to the value of the
land, so every single soul helps
10 pay this tax on land value, or
landrental, for the obvious reason
that they all need land and can-
not live without it. The people,
allofthem, buy the products that
come from the land or are manu-
factured on the land and from these
receipts the users of the land pay
the rent to the govermment,
Hence, no one single person es-
capes paying his share of the
govermnental eXpenscs,

By creating access to land and
exempring personal property from
taxation, competition in goods is
created to the benefit of all con-
snmers--all people. Thus the

wholesome law of suppiy and de-
mand, now destroyed by law, will
be re-established,

When people think or speak of
Land, they imediately think of
it as being ip the country. Iris
true that in quantity or number

of acres, thereismote land in the
countty but not in value, They

forget that every building hasland
for itsfoundation, Andit's really
not landat allthat we aretaxing
but land values, There is a big
distinction, Land values are al-
wayshighest where the people are
congested; in plain language,
"where they are piled up”, It is
there that the intangible values are
attachedto land, and created by
all the people, As a maiter of
fact, the country people will pay

- less taxes under the system I pro-

pose then now, True, they may
pay in dollars and cents as much
as they do now but they will not
pay the hidden taxes which mer-
chants and manufacturers pass-on
to them.

FIFTH: Who will want to own
1and if that is the only thing you
will tax?

People want land now when they
pay, not only some taxes on land,
but in - addition pay om all their
improvements, such as houses,.
and in the rural areas on wind-
mills, tanks, fences, clearing,
grading and all other additions and -

- conveniences, It must therefore

be clear that if everything but
the land is immune from taxes
that people will be anxious 1o
obtain land for useful purposes;
but they will notwant it for specu-
lation, if they are compelled to
pay the full value whether they
use it or not, but are merely
keeping some one else from mak-
ing use of it

I know something, first hand,
about the attachment to the soil.
I was once a barefoot boyon my
father's ranch in Blanco County,
Every tree, every rock, all the




creeks, valleys and hills were
dear to us; they were a part of us.
It was the attachment which
exists between man and nature:
there is pone stronger or more
durable,

Today I could take you to many
trees where owr hounds teed the
raccoon, straight to the spot I
could go. There, with the help
of my oldest nephew, Hugo Fuchs
of Blanco, I trapped the largest
timber wolf ever caught in Blanco
County, if not the State of Texas,
I am sure the old Live Oak still
stands on which the old wild cat,

has all but destroyed the small
farm and ranch upits. Last year,
1961, over five million people
moved from the rural areas to owr
ever growing and congested cities,
There they compete for starva~
tion wages, while onm the little
farm they at least had eggs, milk
and sometimes honey and corn,
While the experiences tell
about are partly personal, they
can be duplicated and multiplied
thousands of times in the State of
Texas, and millions. of times in
the United States, All the farm
aid is futile as long as we main-

thathad been the marauder among tain our archaic tax system. Un~

ow turkeys and lambs, finally
sought refuge after having been
chased for howrsby our dogs, with
oldYOU KNOWin the lead. "The
past rises before me like a dream:
Isee the old water holes in which
we fished and swarn; again I follow
the flight of the bee until I reach
the hollow tree where it deposits
its heavy laden sweet burden; 1
see the valleys and the hills;T
love the open green flats and also
the brushy places that afford pro-
tection to the wild game, Again
I gather flowers for our dear oid
mother, 1 knew where the prettiest
wild flowers grew. I was then in
my teens and 1 was careful to let
no one seeme lest [ be considered
a sissy.

What hasbecome of this attach-
ment to the old homestead? One
of my brotherswho occupied most
of it, found that with taxes on
goats, sheep and cattle and every-
thingin and about the place, to-
gether with an income tax, and
the ever increasing price of land,
he would be better off to sell the
place. When some years ago he
received $40.00 an acre the neigh-
bors said, "that is twice as much
asitis really weorth, "Then a few
years later it was resold for about
$75.00 an acre and recently it
brought $100. 00 per acre.

Speculation in land aided and-

abetted by our present tax system

tax the farmers and leave them
alone, they will take care of
themselves,

SIXTH: Then you think the sys-
tem of taxation you propose wilt
just about solve all our problems?

Ithink nothingofthe kind. There
is no such thing asa cure -all,
We do not claim perfection, but
we do claim that it isthe first
great step in the right direction
and will make the solution of all
other social problemns easier.

SEVENTH: What can we, the
Grand Jury do about this matter?
You cannot change the law but
you canrefer the charge and these
explanatory matters to-the Legis-
lative Department of Govern-
ment, That is your constitutional
right and perhaps also, your duty.
They, in turn, can refer it to the
people in the form of an amend=-
ment to the basic law of the State,
Theneveryone has a right 10 vote

as he sees fit,

I wish time permitted to quote
at length from Sir Edward Coke,
England's great Attorney General,
who narrowly escaped losing his
head for opposing the King's
power; and from Sir William
Blackstone, England’s greatest
commentator on the Common
Law; and also from owr great con-
stitutional lawyer, M, George
Mason of our Revolutionary days.
Suffice it to say that each ope of

themn strongly supported the pro-
position that, any law in conflict
with the Natural or Divine Law is
VO1D,

In and out of season, we like to
the statements; "Equal
rights to &}l and special privile-
ges to none, " "That government
governs best that governs least™;
and"Locatl self-government is the
bulwark of our liberty. "

The systemn here proposed in my
charge willdo more than anything
else to put into actual practice
the great principles embodied in
the above statements.

quote

J.R, Fuchs, Judge
22nd Judicial District
Comal County, Texas

@

The Grand Jury’s Report reads

in part as follows;

"The Grand Jury has considered
and discussed ihe study presented
by the Honorable J.R. Fuchs, It
believes that the study represents
a careful considerationof the va«
rious facets of the subject over a
period of several years by a per-
son of considerable experience and
judgment and therefore, his
views and recommendations de-
serve consideration and possible
actionby the State legislature, "
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