JUL.Y, 1950

LET'S ALL SUPPORT THE
PENNSYLVANIA CAMPAIGN!

“Without sconomic ireedom, no sther freedom can endure.”
—Benjamin Franklin
" Pear Georgists:

*Thet we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain—that this action under God
shall have o new biribh of freedom.”

Thus spake Abroham lincoln four score and seven.
years ggo.

The struggle for freedom is constani. In Lincoln’s fime it
centered around the problem of human slavery. In vur day
it is revolving cround the problem of economic freedom.
This is the problem now gripping the world. There wre
those who clumor for dictatorship, regulation and controk

: while others contend that all
that is nesded is to do justice,
Georgists are of the latier
school and in the veors post
they hove cartied on in the
best tradition of Adam Smith,
Thomas Jeilerson, Abraham
Lincoln, Woodrow Wilson and
Henry George. But it was
given to George to discover
and spoi the cause of the

haliing progress of ecopomic hreedom, and it remains for
us, the disciples of Henry George, fo highly resolve thet
the labors of those who hove gone belors shall not be in
voin ond that a glorious chapler sholl be added i the
Freedom Siory.

A hard ond stubborn struggle lies ghead. All the arts of
the scholar, the stalesmoan oand the politician must be
brought inte play to overcome noi only the enemies of free-
dom, bui to pave the way for the great achievemeni. With
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| This Issue of Foundaticn MNesws is devo
the Pennsylvamia Campaign: All Georgis
" and to keep it for

Pennsylvania Points the Way

Pennsylvania, notive state of the greot Americoan sogial
philosepher, and the second iorgest in the Union, hus long
stood as the picneer in the practical application of Georglist
principles in municipa) taxation. s second and third largest
cities have token sigmilicant steps toword the adeption of
scientific taxation, Both of these important cities have con-
gislently adhered to the policy of concentrmting the pringipual
burden of municipa] laxes upon land walues. The people
of Pitisburgh ond Scranion have accepted the Groaded Tox
law of 1913 as o forward slep. how lirmly estabished as
sound and beneficicl.

A Great Field for AciiO'n ;

In Penpsylvanic there are exactly 50 ciiles, with « com-
hined populaiion of approximately four and one-hoalf million,
or slighily over 44% of the stote's toinl population. There
are also numercous boroughs and iownships. Of these 50

" clties, 47 are classified by law as cities of the third class.

Nature and Scope of Campoaign

This campaign will be directed loward aiding ond en.
couraging local action and will involve no complicalions
with stote taxes. It will embrtace aoll of the 50 citiss. imme-
diate atiertion io be given to the 47 third class clifes.

' ~ Stute Constituiion Favors Aclion

In Pepnsylvanic, unlike mony other stules. there is
nothing to prevent the tuxolion of land values as proposed
by Henry (George. The Consfitutior permils the iluxing
authorities to diHlerentiale between lond and improvemenis
in the levying of iaxes. And there is no constiimiional or
legislative limitation upon yeal esiale lox roes.

The Legisicture placed its stamp of approva! on the
Graded Tax Plan in 1913, when the cities of the second
class adopied the separate assessmeni ond joxation of
land und imprevements. This mandoiory legisiation has
stood the test of time amd experlence, resisting oli atacks.

Plan Politically Populor

Pitishurgh's Graded Tox Plon, which originoied with a
few practical and influentinl Georgists, has received strong
support {rom infelligent public officials and political leaders,
Bepublican, Democrotic and independeni. It has been a
non-partisan. rather than o partisan issus. While defermined
opposilion had io be overcome. vet Republican and Demeo-
cratic Mayors and RepubHean and Democrafic Councilmen
have glike given it sirong eadorsemeni and suppor,

Third Class Cities Interested

For vewars civic leaders in cities of the third cluss have
been interested in applying the Pittsburgh Plon to thelr own
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N GETS UNDER WAY!

ement for Political Action

i presentaiion of a brief outline of
are urged io read this isgue curehﬁlly
prooment reference,

cities. But without Iocal option in taxation, no city was free
to act on its own inifictive. Ameng the lurger ihird class
cities «are Erie, Reading, Allentown, Wilkes-Barre, Howrls-
burg, Altoena, Chester, Johastown, Loncusier and York
ranging in populciion from F17.000G o 58.717.

Local Oplion o Give Freedom of Aclion

if is obvious that jhe first siep is to obiuin lecsl oplion
or home rule in taxation. Then any one or several of the
third class cities may adopt o Graded Tax Plan similur io
or better than the Pilisburgh-Scramion plan.

Home RBule in faxafion hoas been cuthorized within
limitadions by acts of the Legislature since 1931, The proc-
tice is now widely opplied throughout the siuie under acis
of 1947, It is reasonacble to believe that the Legislature can
be induced to exiend this pelicy so as io permii cities io
adopt the Pittsburgh-Scronton plan.

Untax Improvemenis—Tax Land Values

This is the simple. concrets issue on which the campaign
will be based, All non-essential controversies and wotag-
onisms will thus be avoided. The citizen hus oaly io make
o simple choice, to register kis cmswer o o question which
he can readily understand without any prefound economic
education.

Tax Savings a Direct Bppeal

K large mojority of the land owners of any typical
wrban commaunity will reclize subsiantial savings in their
annual taxes under the Groded Tox Plon. B will therefore

be popular, not only with tenanis and those who own no -

land, but with the many smoal lond owners and most of
those whe own improved properties.

Populor with Home Owners
In most cities probably 90% of the home owners will

benefit directly ithrough substontially lower cnnual luxes”

wnder o graded tax, and much more, of course, by the
romplete uniaxing of improvemenis; because their invesi
ment in improvements so greaily exceeds their inmvesiment
in land. The owners of the more voluabie land, paoriicu-
lazly those bolding vecant or underimproved land, will, ci
course, pay o lorger share,

Only a small proportion of the real estaie owpers will
have any occasion to object to the new system. Ceriainly
thot large number of citizens whe own no land will have
ne couse fo oppose the measures proposed,

Imporfant Step in Social and Economic Reform

Even more significant are the social and economic bene-
fifs, which can be readily appreciaied by almost any one.
%t is, for example, obvicus that lower toxes op homes and
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higher tuxes on unimproved limd, encouruge the building .

of more ond belier homes. The plaa will be advanced as
the key o o solution of the housing problem, aow so widely
recoygnized ws a major sorial probletn.

To Expand Production ound
Modntein Employment

The construciion industry plays a greai part in the maoin-
tenunce of employment and prosperity. I is only necessory
to show the strong imcentive to building that is offexed by
untoxing improvemenis ond by bhigher taxes on land
values, which make it unprofitable o hold valuable lapd
idle or inadequately improved.

Poiential Maicri’iy Bupport

It must be fraakiy recognized that the creation of favor-
able public sentiment is the prime essential. Such sentiment
can only be developed by rcising a concrete issue of a
practical paiare, Indiflerence and inertic must be overcome.
The prospecis for o winning campaign are based primarily
upon the faci that a potsnlicl lovorable majority already
exisis fo supporl otr concrsie, limited objective. What is
proposed is mot only jusi and expedient but will have a
popular appeal o the lorge mojority of citizens # the
simple messcge con be eifectively brought to their wtien-
don. While the pelenticl opposition is economically strong
and not without scbstonticl influence, It represents o politi-
ool minority.

Legislation Drodted

Tentative legisiaiion has slready been drui!ed nader the
provisions of the comstitution, which would permit any one
or all of the 47 cities of the third class to adopi a policy
of concenirafing municipal 1axes on lond values. Being
opitonal in noture, sizong pressure from o few of the more
importuni cities should be sufficient lo enlist the necessory
supposri.

Survey of Principal Cities

B preliminury survey is bheing made of several cities,
porticularly the larger omes where the higher land values
prevoil, for the purpese of jodging where the greater num-
ber of favorable laciors exist and what obsiacles must he
overoome, The compaign will be cowried inte every seclion
of the sitie and the aim will be io enlist support in svery
city so iow as possible. This will pave the woay for the
necessary sioie legisiotion. When local option has been
achieved, all possible cid and assistunce wiil be made
avaiable io speed aciion in that city which appears 1o
otffer tha grealesi opportunity.

Advertise — Orgonize — Populcrize

Our course is clear, The issue must be faced now i our
ideals ate ever io be realized. There Iz no suick and egsy
way. But fhere is a line of least resistance ond greatest
support. The first baitles moy be the hardest. MNothing of
value can be won withoni effor). Let us not imagine that
the aitaiament of the goal will be sither automuttic or volun-
tary. Money must be provided in generous amounis to ad-
vertise and o organize. Only in this way car our issus be
pepulurized and ihe wiclery won.

Ta Enlist Thouscnds of Hew Recruils

What the Georglst movement needs most of oll is many
thousands of new recrults. Becrvits in large numbers con
only be enlisied by ihe presemtation of issues involving
the simple, concreie objectives which bave a uwatural popu-
lor appesl. and by wranskding theories iate proctice, se
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that the great bensiits of sduad economic reforms can be
appreciated and proven in actual experience.

We learn by doing! The proctical Georgist is one ‘who
will vole for, or otherwise actively support concrele meas-

ures advocated by Hemry George.

National Significance 7

What can be done in the cities of Pennsylvania can also
be done in thousgnds of communities throughout the United
States. Successful political action is possible if we have the
courage to fight for the priqciples which we have espoused.

* x s

“Without action the theories to which we profess allegiance

effect n_otin.inq." ~—Jackson H. Ralston

T ——— ——

Your Help Is Neéded
- NOW!

The . plam outlined "in the foregoing
pages represents a progrom that was
evolved through the comsidered judg-
ment of a group of longtime followers of -
Henry George. In this group are men

. and women of a wide varisty of proc- .
tical business. polifical and promotional

. experience. They have banded togeiher --
to provide a spearthead for a revived
movemeni; they are devoting iheir abili-
fies and conhibuling ‘money lo make
this proiect a success.

Bui they connot do the job alone.
YOUR HELP iS5 NEEDED. You are ec:-
nestly requested o study this new pro- .
gram, dnd give it your support—your
suggestions, your endeavors and your
finencial contribution. R

“Write fo
Percy R. Williams, Secrétu:_:y
HENRY GEORGE FOUNDATION OF AMEBi_CA
417 Grant Street, Piftsburgh 19, Pa.
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POLITICAL WISDOM OF HENRY GEORGE

"I is an axiom of siatesmonship, which suc-
cessiul founders of iyranny hoave undersiood
and acted zpon. that great changes con best be
brought about under old forms, We, who would
free men. should heed the same fruth. 11 is the
natural method.”

"What | propose as the simple, yet soversign
remedy, is to appropriate reat by taxation.”

“Any popular discussion must deal with the
concreie rather than the abstract”

“In the United Siaies, the most direct way is
through local taxation, since that is already to
some extent levied upon land values.”

“The political art, like the military art. con-
sists in massing the greatest force against the
point of least resistance.”

~ "To adjust our institutions to growing needs
and chonging conditions is the task which de-
volves upon us. Prudence, pairiotism. human
sympathy and religicus sentiment, alike call
upon us te underiake it.”

—Henry George.

LET'S ALL SUPPORT THE
PENNSYLVANIA CAMPAIGN!

(Continued irom Page One)

this in mind the Policy Commiliee of the Henry George
Foundation has set up o program that calls for educational
and political action on state and local levels.

Of the several stotes where the door is now open ico
advance legislation, nons seems ot the moment {0 present o
hetler opportunity thar the great staie of Pennsylvania, with
its fifty cities and numerous smaller municipalities—where
the Pitisburgh Plon hoas become fomeus as « symbol of
Gieorgist achievemeni in tox zeform and economic freedom.

In this issue of the "News,” we breily outline our con-
cept of the Pennsvlvonia Campaign us on example of o
political strategy that i= new. cnd that will enable us to
avoid some of the disadvaniages with which Georgisis
have had to contend in previous efforis. It seeks to follow
the wise counsel of Henry George himself. whe was always
keenly interested in polilical action and guite fomiliar with
the political art.

Beccuse we musi begin somewhere, because Pennsyl-
varia seems o offer a unique opporiumity, and because
the success ol thiz compoign will be an immense stimulus
to the entire movemeni, I am now colling on all Georglsis
to umiie in giving their hearly support to this aggressive,
non-partisgn compaign. Our caunse s just and we believe
there is no good reason why U carnot be made a popular
cause. America and the world needs very much today what
we have io ofler.

Fraterncdly yours,

CHARLES R. ECKERT, President
Henry George Foundation




