' INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR LAND VALUE TAXATION AND FREE TRADE
177 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1V 1EU England

- GENERAL: MEETING

Selwyn College, Cambridge, England
Monday, 6 August 1984 at 9.30 am

¢ALUE. TAXATION AND FREE TRADE

TNTERNATIONAL UNIUN FOR_LAND
Income & Expendl.ture Account
Yozt ended March 1lst 1983

AGENDA -

“Bostage for- genrglst Jau-rnél 282,41 Balance b/f from previous year 4701.15% - - )
64,57 ‘Lesd Advance conferénce receipts R ! .
Statlonery 216,80 Ttransferred to comf. accoiunt) Z£70.50 1 - Regrets f__OI' absen_ce
e . . i

- Advance- confefénce -expansges -

Cont¥tpution to UCTLV for . -
seriices 300-',00 «: Subscriptions & donations
Exchange adjustment 20,23 o Proflt £rom 1982 Conference
e preasurer's Appeal at conference
T shirt sales

i 2, Minutes of the last General Meeting held at-the
Woudschoten, Utrecht, Holland on 27 July 1982.

Palance o/f **3165.62 Bank interest on US funds . ]
bR . —_— . '
: ‘ 1049.63 $043.63 3. Secretary's Report.
. - .
- ‘ cere : 4, Treasurér's Report and presentation of Accounts.
% £2802.11 in London * D. Flssgrg gGSiZSNin Utr:cht ; 5 . :
5 1n New YOr] . = . H
$617.97 in Fev York eblt £1855.77 in Léndon - Election ‘Of officers:-
1 s Expenditure Account L President
]‘:':gr;eended March 3lst 1984 - Deoutv P d : Secretary
. . LS 'resi R
rostage for Georglst Journal 271.08 Balange b/f from previous year 3165.92%* : ._'p ¥ i ent . : : Assistant Secretary
Advance conference expenses; cambridge 548,16 Subscripticfis & Donations . 2273.33 : Vice Presidents T
Contriputlon to UC‘TLV for services 750.00 g ‘!:ili"‘tsalez on U hald Hinds 3;;5,(; - - E : reasurerxr
. an nteres e T ! Ry - j A+ iy -
’ Advance Conference recelpts 1374467 . XECH‘F;LVQ_ Committeei: -
nalance c/ff sar 17702.02 Exchange adjustment 48,87 . .
£19271.26 i 2 619271 28 6. Suggestions for the venue of the next but one conference
kxe  BL7,528.17 in London ’ : . . al
7. Proposals:

$263.49 in New York
The follow1ng proposals ‘lave been received in accordance

~+  with the Constitution.
_ Amendments to any proposals on the Agenda must be put in
. . : N . _ : writing and handed to the President by 13.00 hrs,
: , Sunday 5th August. No amendments will be accepted
after this time, or at the meeting.
The proposals will not necessarily be taken in the order
shown.

Stock of 6 T ahirta xfil]l hedd _

(i) Mr. David A. MacMurchie of Dundee, Scotland, will
move that:

INTERNATICNAL UNION CONFERENCE, UTRECHT, HOLLAND, 1382 - CONFERENCE ACCOUNT

Preliml.nar}; visit to Holland s promection 334.25 Recelpts from participants
Paid to Confersnce centre 12,336.21 (Board & conference fees
belegates [afes » expensas 506.65 combined) 15, 791,30 The name of our movemnent be Changed to "In-ternational
Cost of conferance papers 1.;;;22  shi Ny .
cost of T shirts® . . shirt sales 157.83 ° i P ; 5 "
Cont of T s . Ho21 T ohirt sales @ es 1s7.83 Union for Ground Rent as Community and State Revenue
‘Refunds/Sverpayrents :g?éé )
P nt to UCTLY fot services 0.4 : ) i 1 3
gznwéliy expanses ¥ gervic 179.89 Unspeclfied receipts 15.56 Motion seconded by Mr. R.J.Rennie, Glasgow.
Excess of licome over expenditure c/d __;S_QQ L A
£l5,131.92 ‘ £15,131.42 _ (ii) Mr. W.H.Pitt, New South Wales, Australia will move
e —— .. .«..that:
Excess of income over '
_* Stock of 34 T shirts still held ’ expenditure b/d 15.80 . .
pPraceads of Treasurer's appeal 407.58 (1) Becallse our 'present name is too 10ng aﬂ'd the word
, £4z3.38 - taxation is controversial and is misleading as
. related to our stated objective to abolish taxation,
' ' : (2 And because the words Free Trade do not embrace the

abolition of protective tariffs alone and because
cur present title places the importance of land
reform 6n an equal plane with free trade,
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(3)

And because taxation in all its forms, including
customs duties, is ultimately at the expense of
rent, and consequently a reduction in tariff
protection without land reform would benefit
land holders only, the name of this International
Movement be changed to the

"Georgeist International Union™

Motion seconded by Mr. S.G.Hart, Wembley,W.Australia

(iii) Mr. Arthur Dowe will move on behalf of Mr.E.A.Middleton

(1

(2)

(3>

Norfolk Isiand, Australia that:

Because the present nameé of the International Union
does not accurately reflect the true purpose and
nature of the Georgeist Movement, founded as it

is on the principles and the economic philosophy

of Henry George, as evidenced in his published
works, in particular in his Science_of Political
Economy

And because the words 'Land Value Taxation' are
self-defeating unless the whole of the Supplus
Product is annually collected as the natural

basic public revenue of the State, in which case
taxation as a method is inappropriate and should

be eliminated from the Georgeist policy and practice
for its connotatidns of bad govermment,

And because the name of the movement should clearly
indicate its origin, relevance and purpose and
should relate to Henry George as its inspiration,
the name of this International Movement be changed
to "The International Union of Georgeists™

Motion seconded by Mr. Arthﬁr Dowe, N.S.W. Australia

Rider to above:

and that, failing the acceptance of the above motion,
it be placed on the Agenda of the next conference.

(iv) Mr. S.G.Hart, Wembley, Western Australia will move that:

In order to strengthen the Henry George Movement
through the formation of a common statement of
objectives upon which supporters of the Henry
George Movement throughout the world may unite
and because our present constitution refers to
"taxes" and in a manner which is imprecise the.
wording of the Constitution be amended as follows:

Article IT OBJECTS: Delete all under this heading
Substitute:

"In accordance with the philosophy of Henry George,
this International Union holds that all men have a

right to the use of the earth and that all have a

(v)

(vi)

right to the use of the earth and that all
have a right to the fruits of their labor.

To implement these rights it is proposed that
the rent of land be taken by the community

as public revenue, and that all taxes on lzbor
and the fruits of labor be abolished.

The Union believes with George that 'liberty
means justice and justice is the natural law,'
and that the social and economic ills besetting
the world today. are the result of non-conformance
to natural law. The Union pledges itself to
bring this philosophy to the attention of the
public by all suitable means."*

Motion seconded by Mr. W.H. Pitt, Victoria,
Australia,

* This wording is precisely that of the Henry
George Institute in their"Statement of Purpose."

Mr. R.J.Rennie, Scotland, will move that:

Mrs.

Because maiiy Georgeists now believe that the use
of the word "taxation" in our propaganda is
detrimental to the promotion of our policy, the
following changes be made:

Article 1I, line 10.

Delete "Taxes and rates upon the value of land

apart from improvements in order to secure the
economic rent for the community."

Insert "By sSecuring the economic¢ rent of land for

the community.™
The new wording will read as follows:

"Specifically towards the realisation of these
objects the Union favours the raising of public
revenue by securing the economic rent of land
for the community and the abolition of taxes,
tariffs or imposts that interfere with the free
production and exchange of wealth."

Motion seconded by Mr. V.G.Saldji, London, England.

Doris Norris, London, England will move that:

The following words be added to Article XIII
(Amendments)

"No motion to amend or alter Articles I and II

of this Constitution shall be accepted, notwith-' .
standing the foregoing, until at least three
conferences have passed since such a motion has




(vii)

(vidii)

been considered.”

Motion seconded by Mrs. E. Nichols, England.

-

Mr. S.G.Hart, Western Australia, will move that:

Because insufficient time was available at the
+last. conference for consideration of the wording
0f the Declaration of Human Rights, and because
there was considerable support for such a
change, the last paragraph on the first page be
..amended as follows: ' -

Line two delete the word "tax" and substitute
the word "fee". :

Line two Insert the words "land dues as" after
the words "payment of".

Line four delete the word "taxation" and
substitute the word 'charges’.

Line six delete the word ''made" and
substitute the word "kept™.

The new wording would zead as follows:

“That the egual right to land be secured by
reéguiring of all land holders the payment of
land dués as an annhual fee on the value of
land held whether it is used or not and
excluding the value of improvements thereon:
and that such charges, national and municipal,
be based on a valuation showiiig the true value
of land, this valuation being kept public and
being kept up to date by periodic revisien.

Motion seconded by Mr.W.H.Pitt, Australia

Mr. R.C.Clancy, New York, USA will move that, in view
‘of the large minority at the last Conference voting
against the IU Declaration as it mow stands,; the
following changes be made:

1. Page 1, heading, "We therefore advocate"
Line two, delete the words "the payment of
an annual tax on the"
Substitute "a paymént to society approximating
the full rental value of the land,"

2. Line four, delete the word “taxation"
insert the word "payment"
3. After the foregoing pardgraph:

insert new paragraph: "That such payment be
construed to be the rightful and sufficient
public revenue for all levels of government.

The new wording will then read as follows:

"That the equal right to land be secured by requiring
of all landholders a payment to society approximating
the full rental value of the land held whether it bhe

used or not and excluding the value of the improve-

ments thereon: and that such payment, national and

municipdl, be based on a valuation showing the true
value of the land, this valuation being mdde public
and being kept up to date by periodic revision."

"That such payment”bé”éonstrued to be the rightful
and sufficient public revénue for all levels of
govermment."” ’

Motion seconded by Mrs. E.Nichols, London, England.

- Enc: Copy of the Minutes of the General Meeting
held at the Woudschoten, Utrecht, Holland
in 1982,




SECRETARY'S REPORT

May I first say what personal pleasure it gives me to sée so many
faces who were at Holland in 1982. This is the first time we

have had a gap:of only two years beiween conferences, and the

size of the enrolment would seem to indicate that this is welcomed
by nenbers.

Since two years is the very least smourit of time one needs to
organise a cOnfefenéé, the main activity, so far as the
International Union headdquarters hds been coricerned, has been
the preparation for this'Cbnference at Cagmbridge.

As agreed at the Execiitive Meeting in Holland, I was instructed
to set up the Conference Arrangements Committee and they are:~

Vic Blundell, Jose Mernane, Fred Harrison, Jessica
Baker, Lyn Nichols, Vic Saldji, Doris Norris and
myself. '

Jose Mernane and I, working in the office, have naturally coped
with the day to day matters, and Fred Harrison has shouldered
much of the correspondence in connection with the speakers.

I would like to take this opportunity, however, to express my
thanks to the members of the Conference Arrangements Committee
for their cooperation in attending meetings, often at short
notice, in order to discuss suggéegtions and make decisions.

The number of members at the time of writing this report is 326
and the list requires contineal updating as people join,

depart our ranks, or just move to a new home.

’3
‘The International Union is a Movement for the individual
Georgeist, something he or she can belong to howevér remcte
from any main Georgeist centre, and it is important that all
these individuals are kept together. I feel the Georgist
Journal does an admirable job in giving us mnews and pages

in which to debate topics of joint interest.

The International Union as such has net engaged in any specific
propaganda exercise, but we do have considerable international
correspondence. We are always pleased to get news from members,
and particularly information of any promising activity which
can be useful to refer to in showihg the relevance of our ideas
to those not familiar with them. Land and Liberty with articles
on c¢ountries all round the world is our most useful source of
propaganda material.

With the time at our disposal it is not possible to accomplish

all we would like to, but what rescurces we have we éndeavour to
put to the best possible use.

B.P.Sobrielo July 1984
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TREASURER'S REPORT

It gives me great pleasure to present the accounts for the past
two yearS\and to tell you that, apart from the enormous amount of
conference money being held by the Union, we have a working
balance of something over £4,000.

That we have as much as this is due largely to the fact that
most of our mailings go free of cost with Land and Tdberty,; and
I shéuld like to acknowledge here the enormous debt we owe to
Land and Ldiberty International Ltd, for allowing us this
facility.

It is hoped that the Union will in future make some return to
the magazine, both to help to secure its financial future, which
- as you will know ~ is in some doubt, and to increase the
knowledge and awareness of international matters of all our
members.

Since the 1986 conference will be held in Vancouver, there will
be a considerable expense in that year, but even so, there are
still sufficient funds Tor the Union to think in terms of some
international propaganda activities. The new Executive will

be considering this at their meeting on Tuesday evening, and all
Executive members will bBe glad to listéen to any ideas you may
have on this subject:

We are delighted that sc many new members have enrolled for
this €onterence year, and we hope most sincerely that they will

stay with us and pitch in.

There's an awful lot still to do!

Jose Mernane July 1984










