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lother Knows Best”
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V 0 LONGER ©an we pay
b ony ome A Ghce a

vear and forget 1. Time was
when the who had to
pay income TAXEs were con-
sidered fortunate to be earn-
ing enough to have to pay
them. In fact, it was some-
thing to brag abowr! Now that most
of us pay a fax on our inemue every
week, and a super-catch-all tax every
year, we are coming o realize thag
it iz extremely costly to have our gov-
erament handle an Increasing number
of problems for us—in fact, do most
of our thinking.

Ii war were the only factor in-
volved in our centralization, we could,

Tew

with equanimity, consider the pres-

ent situation as a lemporary neces-
sity.  But it is not temporary. From
the Hmmdred-Day Crisis of 1933

1ot oy
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So We Thought!

Yackiman

hundred planning
of them pri-

sprang a

I-ig‘{‘,?lk‘,i%‘,&, SOTHa

vagely endowed, others gov-
ernmentally contmilei — hut

practicaily all of them have
develoned postwar blue prints
that more
government  control,
taxation, more welfare legislation and
more government employees.

In 1932,
ing to see who wounld be ihe
President, Adter the election, business
decided to wait ontil 1933 to see what
the new President and Cengress would
do. DBeggmg to be led out of the wil-
derness of crashing esmterprises, busi-

require federal

mare

business sat hesitant, wait-
nexi

ness wanted some one else to do its
thinking. And in those early vears of
the thirties, millions of jobless men
went bupgry, and {ood riots were
common in the large cities,




AT

was closed.

We conceded the need of the gov-
ernment’s Hundred-Day Crisis legis-

o began with the Bank Holi-
Then followed the N, I AL the
., Social Security, minimum
5, unemployiment
vy other
digtr

fation.
day.
o, O

wage and hour law

and

107,
designed  to
comditions of the thine,

But this legt
Covernmiend w

acts

LR 53

yelieve  the

slation was palliative.

; placing responsibili-
upon industry to meet the fmme-

of wage earpers and the
But it was not striking

diate needs
unemploved.
at the fundamental cavses of the de-
bacle. Raw mmterials were avatlable,
and the necessary tools {or production
were rasting from lack of use. All
that  w freedom o
produce.

The “Robinson Crusoe Islands”
free lands made available by the sev-
ctecnth
and

needed  was

eral Hemestead Acts of the nix
century—were  all grabbed up
held for speculation.  The frontier
Thers wis not the oppor-
tunity, as in the past, for impover-
ished men to pioneer
were begging for food,

it thetr men were

1T #ew areas.

Families shiel-
ter and clothing
net permitted to provide them, a fact

that seems inconceivable
Perhaps because so many of us were
of 1933,

never

cold and hungry that winter
we made up our minds that
again would we rim the risk of being
No, not at any price!
we  set

ottt in the cold.
We turned to Washington;

the Government on a pedestal;
ified her;
her.

we de-
we lald graoven images be-
And ever since,

fore we have

PREOGRESS GCUIDE Mav'y

clung  ideclogically apren
strings,
Onee established, we Efau legislation

on, Such

bepets more weliare
Fegislation has bu‘omo 30 dmbedded in
Af oy economy
Little
effecis

the warp and wool
that we -pb i,
sideration to its inr reaching
We have hecome so completely dis-

GO

ae giving

armed by weliare projects that we go
to the polls every four years amd vote,
not as independent, thinking individ-

uals, but as automatons, hypnotized by
the beneficence of Government

“Mother knows best,” and so we shiff
gur responsibilities for another four
YEATE. ’

The
eral, state and local bodies is
more acute,  Both power
and tax-collection privileges are betng
increasingly usuvped Mother
Washington; local governments
fnding it more difficult fo protect
their traditional sources of revenne.
While the various levels of
ment function interdependentiv,

conflict of inferests ameng fod-
daily
becoming

by
are

govern-
their
revenues, in the past, have been defi-
nitely circumscribed to special sources.
Instead of local sup-
porting themselves, s they adimittedly

should, and'have done in the past, they
are tarning more and more frequently
te Washiagton for financial aid

goverimnents

{s pur foture economy to involve the
perpetual financing of one govern-
mental unit by ancther? Must
cal body continumally
vpon granis from state and Tederal
units 7 How can the expenditures of
local goverimnents, propurly based on

the 1o-

he dependent

R ]




oTHER KNQWS BEST

revenue irom facilities and services
turnished locally, be kept within

v the ecitizens of a

How

hounds ¢ _ L
sand  Anancial accountabil-

tocality de l a
ity and gm-‘crrm]mzstai s:!"ésumuu_:}' ?;‘f}-m
thﬁr dected representatives 1 Wash-
ington s funds
cofrich focel @i
not be perspaded Lo appre

Washingtou gave many cities WHA
programs and subsidized housing un-
dertakings which were far more costly
i if such tvpes of pro-

alowed to furnish

fals  themscloes con-

s ¥
TS

to execute th
grams had been localiv planned and
fipanced. Lt have been smart
politics for local awthorities and busi-
sts to look to Washington

Ay

ness intere
for funds to relieve mmemployment
during.thc depression years, but this
shifting of loeal responsibility not only
abnormally ingreased the relief burden
but went far in destroving the sound
concept of local independence in finan-
cial affairs.

Business should make up s mind
as to what it wants. While the cash
register jingles, business 1s, appareni-
Iy, asking to be left alone. Chafing
under the regulatory legislation of the
thirties and feeling the tmpact of still
greater controls itposed by a wartime

ceonomy, big business asks for post-
war loisses foire, and small business
asks for the right to esxist.

Bat business must keep a wary eve
on the perennial leeches of s frater-
nity—ithat small hat potsy group which
still runs to Washington for exclusive
privifeges. The United States Chame
ber of Conmmerce the National
Manufacturers couid

and
Association of

fd
=

vender a public service by enlightening
There is nothing to be

business is

these tellows.
ganed i one hand of
ralsed in vigorons condemnation of
Washington's  wsurpation  of  power
while the other s held out, through
pressure blocs, for special vights in
rents, subsidies,

By the same token,
can’t decr

rovalties ~nd tariffs,
big busine

55

s “Cradle i Grave” legis-

Tation if it does little to prevent unem-
plovment or constricts the development

of new industries. There 15 no eating
one's cake and having it, foo.
Rusiness must cut itself locse from
the apron strings of Mother Wash-
ington.  Local business, local govern-
menis, and citizens everywhers nmst—
belore ithey lose the power o do so—
assert their Independence in all local
aflairs. In so domg, they can utilize
to advantage the fried and true prin-
ciples of community or town hall dis-
cussion of civic problems.  They can
call upon the local chapters of those
groups already gearved for civie lead-
ership :
arent-Teachers’ the
General Federation of Women's Clubs,
oy Adult
Leagune of
Women Voters, the Consumer Coop-
erative

associatlons,

the American Association
Education, the MNaiional

, the American Association of
University  Women, the American
Home Eeonomics sociation, the Y.
MOC A the YW, CoA the LY. M.
A the Knights of Columbus, the Courn-

4

cil Against Iniclerance, the Tax Tnsti-
tute, the MNational Municipal League,
City clubs, the Licns, Rotary and Ki-
wanis clubs, and many other groups
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which have their roots in such commns-
mity affairs, can cooperate fo advan-
tage in promoting local self-relisnce
in so doing they would
have a communiot of mieresis which
waould be supported by the nation’s
feading social, economic and  educa-

TOETRING,

noenal wagazines.
Procress (GUFDE 13 encouraging such

a -cooperative program by promoting
Progress Dhiscussion Groups at various
points throoghout the country.
vublished mauy special asticles  de-

U to inspire and facilitate such

it has

s1gneg
eroup discussions, and these have been
received.

piversally  well The ar-

ticles, “Faving Owor War Delt in
Twenty  VYears,” “Rich Man—Poor
Man,” “Apples vs. Opportunity,” “A

Continental World,” and others of
similar nature have been mstrumental
in developing study groups.

Proceess GUIDE 13 non-scotarian,
agn-partisan, mdependent and  un-
plased.  Its articles are bwilt from
soientific sources and  supported by
documentary evidence—even those per-

taining to social and economic prob-
lems.

May "1

GUILE

PROGREESS

As another step in hettering Jocal
government and making it answerable
ary, PROGRT

to a responsible cit
(GUIBE presends in this issue o troatise
d “Government Withoat Taxa-
by Otto Cullman, prominent
Chicage ndusirialis

This article is of prefound fmpor-
ed in posi-

tance o all who are
war employment and self-suificiency m
irs.  YWe com-

local govermmental a
mend Mr., Callman's article to your at-
tention beeause it shows the rowards
to ingenuity and enterprise where
freedom of opportunity exists; how
government can be financed without
confiscation of the earnings of labor
and capital, and how a measure of
with, It

privilege can he done aws
is a program that signifies “govern-
ment of the people, for the people, and
by the people.” It gives soversigaty
in their local affairs back to the it

izerns,
Severing  Mother  Washington's

apron strings is the firsi essential step
toward regaining local seli-refiance—
in the rise of a free people to the fuli
stature of true American citizenship.

Hoithin the Law

» To ease himself ovwt of attending a suburban dinner party, 2 man
dropped in at a Western Union office and composed the following tele-

gram: “Affectionate greetings,

Sorry T cannet be with you tomght.”

“We can't accept this message,” the young woman behind the counter

told him.

“Messages of greeting are out for the duration, you know.”

Without a moment’s hesitation the man altered fhe message t6: “Not

allowed to send affectionate greetings.
And withowt a moment’s hesitation Western Union accepted it

anight.”’

Sorry [ cammnt be with vou to-
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