Why Not Self-Supporting Cities?

Science Shows Practical Ways To
Reduce City And County Toaxes

Mow is the thme to talk about re-
duction of municipal taxes!

Why wait for the full import of
what the war is costing us, and will
cost us for many years to come, to
sirtke home before planning to do
something sbout the burdens near-
est us—namely, municipal and
county taxes?

If intelligent study were given to
such taxes, it would be evident that
over half the sum we are now pay-
ing could be ecasily eliminated.
Obviously, this would afford par-
tial relief to American taxpayers
who are facing—in addition to
many other federal taxes—a war
bill of 274 million dollars a day.

But, you ask: How can half our
city taxes be eliminated?

Many an industry, facing bank-
ruptey, has turned losses into grofifs
by wtilization of former waste
products, and has found in the
final analysis that the monetary
value of such by-products has often
proved greater than that of the
articles originally manufactured. It
was not only a matter of trimming
expenses to the bone—it involved
also the application of elementary
science and technology to the prob-
lems of the business, with results
that were astounding.

Why not apply these same prin-
ciples to municipal management?
Why not employ science to twn
city wastes into profits? Why
should our cities be always danger-
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ously balancing on the edge of
bankruptey—with consequent  de-
moralization and undermining of
the local democratic processes?

Every individual in the nation,
from the moment of his birth to his
last breath, is a taxpayer. He helps
pay not only the debts incurrad by
his government during his lifetime
but also those saddled upon him
by previous generations.

Property taxes sirike him in every
purchase or activity of his daily ex-
istence, and inheritance taxes fol-
low him even aflier he has ceased
to exist.

These property taxes are your
individual concern—whether you
own a twenty-room mansion on 2
farge estate, or live in a two-by-
four hall bedroom in a bearding
house. In every cent you spend,
vou pay your proportionate share
of governmental expense.

Hidden Taxes

The Tlinois Chamber of Com-
merce, in its bookliet on Taxes in
1942, says: “Let ns consider six
commodities which are purchased
by the average citizen. Omn a
pair of shoes, there are 126 dif-
ferent types of taxes; on a quart
of milk, 78 taxes; on a wire fence,
191 taxes; on a bar of scap, 154
taxes; on a dress, 125 taxes, and on
a gallon of gasoline, 201 taxes.
These are called ‘hidden taxes,
but rest assured they are included
in the cost of the goods you buy.”
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These figures arcuse more than
an apathetic interest in taxes. But
you do not yel realize what the

oial cost of municipal government
with its hidden taxes, a.i(mg with

and federal grants o cities,
to vour p(}Clx =ihock, Thirty
lars per person per ycar, or
%20 per average family, s a falr
imate of the individual munici-
tux  burden place-d apon the
pmnic of the pation in direct as-
sessinents.  And to this must be
added approximately 509% to take
care of hidden taxes, thus giving a
shocking total of $180 per family
per year for local taxation.

To llustrate the hidden tax fea-
ture of local tax burdens—New
York City has been paying for only
60% of its expenditures—ihe state
and federal governments take care
of the remaining 40% ; Chicago is
heing similarly helped by the state.
Other large cities are dependent
upon outside assistance for the care
of their needy and for the opera-
tiont of mmmcipal services.

This means that city tax figures,
alarming as they are, still do not
give the full story. Farmers and
rural commumties contribuie to
the maintenance of metropolitan
sexvices, with no equivalent return.

Where The Money Goes

Where does all the municipal
tax money go? A group of Kansas
cities of 25,000 or more imhahitants
showed an annual tax expenditure
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of §20.52 per persen as follows:

Administrative

Streets and  repairs..

Fire depariment ...

Parks

Sewage c:spomi .

Bonds and fnbarash |

Shreat lighting

Enferfainiment

Miscellancous -

Liraries ... . .......

Schools and charities were not
fisted because part of their mainte-
nance was borne by state, county
and federal agencies.

From this list of expense figures
for various Kansas municipalities,
it i not difficult to visvalize the
necessary  expenditures which a
citizen has a right to expect from
his community—for his comdort
and well-being,  But what is dis-
concerting is the array of services
listed as essential by such munic-
palities as MNew York, Chicage,
Boston, Detroit, and other large
cities—to the number of approsi-
mately 300. In other words, officials
of idrge cittes claim as essen-
tials 300 different services! Dout
less if a special tax were levie
support each of these 300 service:
most of them would be quickh
abolished.

Therefore, the two most con-
stractive steps toward relieving the
burden of municipal taxation are
{a) determining what services are
essential, and (#) bow to reduce
the expense of admministering these
SEFVICES.

A start in the right direction
would be to examine the wvaricus
progressive steps taken by those
cities throughout the country
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which have blazed the trail for
self-supporting cities,

In some cities, for instance, the
cost of street cleaning and repairs,
as well as of the park system, is
maintained entirely by the sale of
salvage from garbage collections.
In other cities, sewage disposal is
made profitable through PECOVErY
of wethane gas from sewage
studge, thus wiping out the cost of
sewage disposal and, with it, the
entire cosi of city lighting.

Fire and police departments can
also be made more efficient at re-
duced cost to the taxpayer, under
the systems saggested in the March
and  April issues of Procress
Gutog.

Miscellaneous expenses can be
paid out of profits from munic-
ipally owned parking lots and park-
mg meters, a plan proved highly
practical by many cities.

From a financial standpoint,
these meters have been a SUCCess,
the returns depending upon Iocal
arrangements.  The average range
is from $5 o $12 per meter per
month. Returns from 31,812 me-
ters in 61 cities show an average
annual income of $75 per meter.
The maintenance cost of each me-
ter is approximately $10, leaving
a net profit per meter of §65.

Expenses for administration, and
for schools and libraries, could be
met by profits realized from proper
utilization  of garbage, sewage

sludge, coal ashes, and from sal-
vage of other c¢ity refuse, The com-
bined profits from these sources
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should approximate $25,000 pey
thousand population per year.!

Inasmuch as administrasive ex-
pense is an indefinite term and its
scope - difficult to  determine, it
would be wise and timely for tax-
payers everywhere to rescive that
all appropriations for administra-
tive or “general” expense for 1944
he reduced by one-half of the 1943
taxes for this purpose. The balance
of the «city’s necessary CRpenses
could be met through utilizing the
opportunity for profitable munici-
pal enterprises and through the
cultivation of idle city and county
lands.

# Can Be Done

An  Tlinois county employee
who drew a salary’ of $4.000
showed the way 1o justify the ex-
pense of his job. He looked over
the vacant land belonging to the
commumnity and had it plowed and
planted to various crops, using the
labor of those who were dependent
upen the county for financial aid.
After paying the workers and other
expenses, the returns from this one
effort not only offset the official’s
salary but also increased the county
coffers by $5,000!

The explanation of this unusual
performance was, in effect: If these
idle lands were in private hands,
they would be expected to support
the owners as well as pay taxes to
the county. Why should not intel-
ligent handling by the county ad-
ministration make them pa ¥
equally as well?

These various means of making

(Continued on Page 444)




EFERRING OLD AGE

3 (Continued f?_’om Poge 412)
esent in suflicient amounts, the
beneficial effects of vitamin —A are
also lost, and the cholesicrol con-
tent of the biood rises to damaging
Hevels.

Choline and inositol are associ-
ated together in soybean flour and
in dried brewer’s yeast. It i3 ob.
vious then that a youthful condi-
tion of the arteries may be encour-
aged by adhering completely to the
following suggestions: (1) reduc-
tion of fats in the diet; {2) use of
natural rather than refined fats;
(3) increased consumption of soy-
bean products or dried brewer's
yeast,

Dishetes, kidney disease, brain
hemorrhages and cancer are other
maladies generally associated with
advanced age.  While these dis-
eases are common, their character
is so complex that each will be
discussed  in  special articles in
forthcoming issues of Progress
Gums.

Bodily Resistance To Aging

It is comforting to these persons
past the meridian of life to know
that the constructive or building
forces of the body can be main-
tained at a level almost egual to
the forces that tend to destroy or
age it. Blood corpuscles are not
mevely demolished at the rate of
millions per minute—they are also
replaced in practically the same
proporiion. The human body is
unlike the engine that proceeds
only to run down,
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The hormones play an impor-
tant part in the approach of senil-
ity, but inasmuch as they are influ-
enced in production and effective-
ness by intake of the vitamins and
by the mental condition, lttle
thought need be given to hormones
if other necessary health controls
are applied, and if one is otherwise
normal.

The resistance of the body to
senility is naturally a vital matter.
Whatever the strength of the forces
working toward decrepitude, their
effectiveness depends upon the bod-
ily resistance.  And this power of
resistance is under the control of
the WILL, The principal forces at
its command are FEALTH, ENOWL-
EDCE, DIET, EMOTIONAL CONTROL
AND EXERCISE,

*The enforced retivement of the
aged iz biclogically cruel” de.
clares Dr. A. . Carlson, Emeritus
Professor of Physiology of the Uni-
versity of Chicago. And “the per-
son who looks forward to years of
eisure already is dead.”

Old age can be deferred. With
an alert mind in a healthy, active
body, “age cannot wither nor cus-
tom stale.” Science and will power
can direct aging humanity inte a
more wseful way of lifel
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