Phe Low-Down on Taxes

Wide Range of Tax Assessmenits Shows
Glaring Lack of Business Methods!

How much are you, as an in-
dividual, paying in taxes each
year for police protection in your
city? How much for fire protec-
Hion? Are you paying for city
services that no longer exist? Why
does police service in one ity cost
the individua! over §11.00 per
year and less than $2.0K) per year
in another? These and scoves of
other guestions should be asked
by tax-burdened citizens through-
out the nation.

The average citizen i fuily
aware of the total fax figures but
these mean very little to him,
When those figures are reduced
to a basis of per capita or per
family charge, then they really
mezn something (o the taspayer.
This will give hin an opportamty
to evaluate e:&pcnditm‘es on A
sound comparative basis. T his
type  of information is  public
property and should be made
availeble io citizens,

The subject is an unpleasant
one.  Therefore, very Htle pub-
Licity is given to it Local tax
bills are rendered annually, being
up for public discussion only a
few weeks of the year, at which
time very little is done about the
taxes, i the tax bills were ren-
dered BONTHLY, the public
woutd be constanily reminded of
taxes and would seek remedies
for unfair or unnecessary charges.

I residents of our big cities
fully realized what municipal
services were costing themn each
year and how these costs have
multiplied during the past ten
years, it would not take them long
i offset the present threat of local
bankruptey that many cities are
facing.

In 2 series of articles on “Tax-
Free Cities,” published in four
previous dssues of Progress Digest
it was shown how unneceszary
taxes can be lifted from the shoul
ders of overburdened taxpayers.
The theme of the series is that
of convorting city waste and by
products into revenue in arnounts
equal to the annual expenditures
necessary to run the city. As
pointed out in the previcus ar-
ticles, there are a greal many
ways in which a city may do this.
Another article on the subject of
Tax-free Cities is included in this

Municipal expenditures should
be veduced as new revenugs from
city wasies are added to the city’s
treasury, In that way funded debis
can be paid off and local taxes
reduced to a very nominal figure
or gliminated eniively.

For the purpose of cooperating
with readers, Progress Dhigest in-
cludes here comparative reports
of expenditures in 32 typical
cities. The fAgures are from the
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1340 U, 5, Department of Com-
merce records. The classifications
of expenses are very limited but
the figures should be valuabie in
revealing the great differences of
costs for services.

For example, in the chart
presented  here, the vital con-
sideration is ihe comparison: in
expenditures for the same type of

February

services in the different cities.
Populations and locations are
given because some critic might
feel that these facicrs have a
defermining influence,  The fig-
ares seem 1o show that such
considerations in this group of
cities are munor. Local manage-
ment plays the decisive role.

Annual sxp.  Anpaalexp.  Police Fire Funded dabt

City per sapiia famaily of 4 percap. percap. familyof4d
Duluth, Mins.

10Lees ... .. $39.3% $157.20 j2.9% $3.58 $280.44
South Bend, ind.

101,268 ... ... . .. ZTET G748 .71 1.3% 211.44
Lowsll, dass.

06138% ... ... £3.28 213,92 130 364 V5560
Tampa, Flerids

a3 .. .. 2974 Fis5s 093 ig8 ITELR
Mew Bediord, Mass,

PROZ4: .. 5135 205.45 3465 3.9 0833
Reading, Pa.

HIDGsE oL 3100 134.060 .71 £.3% 13684
Wilmington, Dal.

FEzsEDd L. 30,75 §23.00 3.35 3.06 in7.44
Spokans, Wash,

122,600 ... ... 30.02 §20,12 2.32 2.55 126,92
Chattanooga, Tena.

128182 .. ... ..., 71,89 &7.56 2.22 3.07 436,08
Salt Lake City, Utah

49934 ... ... 29,87 159,48 229 §.74 EZELO0
Daz Moines, la.

E59.819 ... ... .. 3185 126,60 232 3.53 304628
. Worth, Texas

VFRe62 ... ... 27,64 [ LiReE 2.53 253 454,33
Richmond, ¥a.

193042 ... .. e 37.1% §43.78 ENE 2.29 38952
Chlahoma City Okls,

204424 23,38 $3.52 229 2.02 18260
Syracuse, N, Y.,

Ry 47,38 189,52 . . 8.
Bayton. Ghio 373 £.02 538.04

210,718 TR 346,06 BA4 24 230 2.33 206,66

61883 ... ... 24.21
Jersey City, M. .
398,173

20,84 .49 Z.54

218,328
283.8%
541,68
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course, be interested in comparing
the rerord of your metropolis with
the others. In case your oy 18
not included, it may possibly be
;n the list which will be pléﬁixhv
ned discussed in the next jssue of
mer”asr Dgest, If you wish w
to 3?26(1£d£ your city records, please
Iet us know as soon as possible.
The important consideration in
studying these figures 15 to noic
the best records, rather than the
averape.  Someone Tnight say:
“Well, our town is as good as the
average”  But to this tha reply
should be that “average” expen-
ditures are not of much mmpor-
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Aanual oxp.  Annual exp.  Police Fire Fundad debi

Ty per capita family of 4 percap.  percap. Lamily of 4
AHants, Ga.

302,288 AU 1517 120,28 342 254 124652
Kansas iy, do.

399478 .. 39.59 i48.38 402 243 54600
awark, M. J.

425760 ... 8506 244,24 .50 4.55 55848
Cincinnati, Ohio

455,680 ... £2.38 237,52 3.95 2.97 435.60
Wew Orleans, La.

A4 537 ... .82 i23.32 ERFi 2.58 546,20
San Francisco, Sal

534536 ... ... £3.78 33480 597 559 T51.64
Fittsburgh. Pa.

71 659 £R.35 22140 4.73 334 FRZ.8%
%Y. Louls, do.

L&A oL 394 147 .44 845 2461 37%.24
Baltimore, Md.

- 1470 ST 4719 188.76 540 ER 435,60
Dietroil, Mich,

1,623,482 ... ... 641 225464 5.48 2393 £51.24
Fhiladelohia, Pa.

1438334 ... . 45,02 180.02 &7 .85 HHZ.04
Chicago, 1

3396808 ... .. &6.01 156404 5956 243 435.54
Mew York, M. Y.

FARA995 .. ... 84.99 335.96 .95 457 41292

Tt FOI7 live in one of the tance where pocketbooks  are
cities listed here vou will, of race

concerned.  The winner of a

i not the man who bests
average but the one who is b: :t
( dur city expenditures can  be
“average” bui still be too much!

The point is that if several
large cities have shown that fire
df') srhinents can be operafed at
appmxunaipl» $2.00 per capia,
then there is Gittle reason why any
city should pay much over that
figure for the same service,

T a number of important
municipalitics operate all sorvices
at a cost of less than $30.00 per
capita per vear, what excuse is
there for hw}wr ﬁrurm Oy next
report will “show that there are
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hundreds of cities and towns
which do hold their expenses
within that figure. The burden
of proof for spending more than
that amount i upon the city
fathers in locabties where the
figures are higher.

One Cause of Heavy Taxes

By this statement we do not
mean to imply that $30.00 is a
proper figure. Cur belief is that
any such amouni is {ar too high.
The trouble has been that services
of one kind or another have been
added in mest citics—particularly
during the past twenly vears—
with too little regard for the
pocketbook of the average tax.
payer. Budgets made from vyear
0 year have become a tradition.
Mobody wants to break the tradi-
tion. o jobs are continued and
expenditures maintained because
the public continues to pay the
Bill without analvzing the charges.

A very remarkable report from
Detroit throws interesting light
upon {his vital subject.  For in.
stanoe, it reveals that in 1860 the
per capita tax was $4.63 and the
total number of services rendered
by the city was fifty.  In 1890 the
per Capita fax bad grown to
$11.46 per vear and the number
of kinds of services had risen 1o
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108, By 193Z, the worst of the
depression years, the per capita
became §30.02 and the number
of services had increased to 341
In 1941 the per capita tax drop-
ped back to $41.74 but the serv-
ices rendered to the public had
continued to increase to 396,

To say that any reader wili be
surprised  over ithe number of
services rendered is putiing the
case lightly. Perhaps all these
servives are peeded m big cities.
Perhaps, too, the people every-
where are glad te pay for them!
One good way to find out, how-
aver, would bz 1o list them all on
2 voring ballot and place opposite
each service the cost per vear for
it, and then let the people decide
whether or not they are essential.

It might be, however, that ¥
the city fathers of all large cides
had to “create” the money to
pay for services rather than to
“raise” it by threat and power of
confiscation, there would be s
quick  redaction in budger
throughout the land.

Why not put our cities
revenve producing basis?
be done. Just follow the sugses
tions sutlined in the many articles
published in Progress Digest
“Road 1o Tax-Free Cities” series.

A voung docter returned to his
native village and called upon
the old family physician,

“I suppose you intend to spe-
ciaiize,” remarked the Tatter

“Oh, yes,” replied the young
man; “in the diseases of the 058

for the ears and throat are too
complicated to be combined with
the nose for purposes of study and
treatment.”

Thereupon the family physh
cian inguired: “Which nostril are
you concentrating on?”




