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" RT. HONe SIR GEORGE GREY, PaCe, &nCuB,,

Former Governor and Premier of New Zealand.
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WR. HENRY GEORGE,

American Author on Political BEconomy, New YOrk, U,S.A.
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From the Rte Hons Sir George Grey to Yre Henrvy George,

: _ - Hawau (Island, Auckland)
“ _ : New Zealand, .
| » _ Feb, 23rd., 18§7.

Iy desr 8ir, _
. o I am not very well, and cannot write at lengths I have had
the plessure of receilving two copics of the Lith edition of your work, I
have sent one copy to a friend of mine in this country, asking him to row-
view it==which I have no doubt he will doweand I will, when I receive it,
cond it to yow I am glad to hear your work is belng translated into Gere-
ny I trust it will have a wide eirculatione Rest assured you havs done
great service to your follow men in writing it. The thoughte it contains
arc great ones, and many of them are of wery great originality. 1 peruse
it constantly with plecsure, and thus to know you. T am told you are
writing for some monthly publichtions of Messrs Appleton. What is the
name of it? I have, at your roegucst, sent you a few of my speeches, I do
this to plecasc you, by doing whot you asks

Truly yours,

(8igned) G.GREY.

o
PARNELL (Aucklond,N.Z.)
: : 3rd w-ﬁ%u ‘H@mOw ’ :
WMy desr George, , T
In my Last letter I told you thet your not coming to New
Lealend will be the causc of most serious digsppointment here. You will
have heard from Wellington that a gontloman: there is prepared 10 lay down
£320 to gecurs four lectures from you in Now Zoaland. S50 much therefore
s sure, but others will give largely to be certain of having lectures on-
the land gquestion delivered by you in.this country, where a(desive) exists
for information being spread on this subjocts. I could not urge you to do
anything you think wrong, but I hope youw may think it right to do so. That
this may be. the view you take of it is the earnest wish of yours truly,

E)

Henry George , BS8Qes, T © - (8igned) GoGREY. ..

C/0 BaWeFoxall, Eeqe, o B o N

PARNELL (Aucklend)
B 17th May, 1890Q.

My dear George, .

. I.sent you a telegram glving you my view, which I took a day

to deliberate over, as to the effect of your not coming to New Zenlande
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Supplement to "Liberal Leader Of N.Z, ," August, 1950

COPIES OF LETTERS
FPROM:

I ¥R, HENRY GEORGE |
(Born Philadslphia, 1839: died New York, 1897)

American writer on Politlical Economy; . : - o
Author of "Progress & Poverty," "Protection or Free Trade? s
"Social Problems," and "The Science of Political Economy,"etcs

TO

RTy HON. SIR GEORGE GREY, P.C., f.C.B.
(Born Lisbon, 1812; died London, 1898)

Pormer Governor of South Australia, 1841-18L5
" New Zealand, 1845-18%%
B Cape Colony, 18BL=1857
: New Zealand, 1861-1868
Superintendent, Auckland Province, 187L=5
Ilected as Member of Parli.sreat for Auckland, 1875, S
Fremier of New Zealand, 1877-1879
Retired from Parliamsent, 1890
Elected to i 1891
Retired from "July, 1895

Copiled from the originals in the Aucklsnd Public Library, by

Mr, George M. Fowlds, June, 1949,

NOTE BY MR, G« M, FOWLDS

v e it it

ON March 1st., 1890, Mr. and Mps, Henry George passed through Auckland,
Nedey on thelr way to Australia, where lr. George was to conduct &
lecturing ftour, and Mrs. George to visit her birthplace, Sydney. 4 small
gathering of his adherents, headed by the Reve Gulliver, Chairman of the
Anti-Poverty Society, met him on the steamer "Mariposs, which was held
cor $wo hours while he had an interview with Sir George Grey. In the

course of conversation, Sip xocorge Grey is reportsd to have said:

Mro George is, I may say, an old friend of mine. I have corres-
poended with him for years, and I have %o thank him for many Lldeas,
I have to thank him aleo for & copy of his flrst book, “Progress
and Poverty," and that has boen my companion for yvears.

Writing to Henry George from Auckland, on 27th Jane, Ammww Sir George Grey .
gaids :

I have alresdy read a large part of the book, "Brnogress and Fovertys!
I regard it as one of the ablest works on the great questions of

the time which has come under my notice, It will bpe of great uss

to mes » & « It has cheersd me much to find that there is so able a
man working in. California upon subjects on which I believe the

whole fubture of mankind now mainly rests, .

Speeking in the N.Z.Parlisment in 1882, 8ir George Grey said:
L0g * ¥

I saw enough there {in Ireland) to give & bias to my mind forevor

a8 to the neceasity for change and reform, It wasg really from =
desire to Pind relief from that misery that I went fo Australia, - In
all my walks on deck in my first voyage, my mind wee filled with the
thought of what misery thore was in the world, the hope there was in
the new lands, and the greatness of the work of ettempting to do
something for the hopeless poors The efforis to get land msde by
single individuals ssemcd to me a wrong to humanity. To prevent such
& monepoly in the new countries has been my 1ife work BVer gince,
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NEW YORK,
Sir George Grey, _ Seps 26th., 1881,
My dear Siri-

My summer has been consumed in a trip to Calw~
ifornia. On my return I found your speesch of July 412the You can imagine
how much it plesses me, I wish I had more coples of it, as there are a
number of our papers to whom I would like to send 1%, but I will do the
best I can with what I have,

You could 111 Dbe spared in New Zealand yet. I
cannot help wishing you were In Great Britain, where you would have &
world-wide audience. It is becoming more and more evident that the Land
ducstion is soon to come up in England, and, I think, will take radical
shape,

I have long wanted to go to England, and, at “last, my wish bids fair
to be gratifieds I expect 4o sail in a week op two, to remain at least
three months and probably longer. I anticipate not merely the pleasure of
seclng what every intelligent American must still regard as his mother
country, bub alsc the ascquiring of much information, and I may be able to
help on the cause more even than I could heres I A6 not yet know what my
address will be, bub as the Radical, 3 Shoo Lane, E.C,y has been very com-
plimentary to me, and taken a great deal of notice ¢Tmy book, I will take
the llberty of moking that a provisional address. This paper, a file of
which I have received since my return, is well worth your seeing, and if
you have not sent a copy of your speech to it I think it would be well to
do 20, :
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) HENRY GEORGE,

SN AL TR MR codp G2 TR AN Dol e . A0 RS RS gl ey Y e AL Y LR WS i e o e T T AR M A G

Melvourne Hotel, Wharf Sireet,
Mapyboroughy Queensland,Australia.
- %%mmg 77 \W&M
It was a great disappointment to get your despateh last
evenings I regret to lsave this part of the world without soeling New
Zenland, but I still more regrot leaving 1t without seeing more of you-wso
much s0 that had I realised it ot the time T think 1t would have doeter-
mined me to accept Mre Shinc's offer, R S

Hy dear 8ir George,

flowever, T am glad that I have at last mot you, and for the rest of my life
sou will be to me not a name, but a living personality. I never met o men
whom I wanted so much to knew, and from whom I felt T could draw 20 much
knowledge and ingpirations Our externsal standpoints have been so differ-
ent,in many respects so opposite, and your experience so rich and varied
whore mine has been ddficient, as to m- ke that which we know in common
intensely attractive. And now that I have zeen your face and grasped your
hand, and heard how those among whom you have lived speak of you, I feel
for you that affectionate admiration with which the younger man looks up

to the older man with whose views and aims and struggles he sympethises,

But your faith is mine, We are roally "living in eternity." It mey be
that we shall live sgein in this world, but if not, there must be some-
whers, place and time where good men shall know esch other. And for the
present it will be a good deal to me at least to haver o4 vou hers. (In
the penultimnte sentence Henry George scems to have anticipated the find-
ings of modern spiritual science.-=~Bd.L.L. ).

Your telegram, which I received here on sunday, and for which I heartily
thoank you, at once determined me T would like exceadingly to visit New
Zenland, but the reasons against doing so now ars evén stronger than I feel
them, This trip has been a very hard one-=gonstant speaking and travelling,
with all the faculties on the strain, and I Degin to feel ite My wife too,
though she has stood it remarkably well, begins to show that she nesds rest,
and while I have no advices from home that call me there, snd while it may
be that T shall not be specially needed, yet it may happen that my presence
before the important Congressional (and some State) elections that mey come
this year will be exceedingly useful, .

We leave Maryborough this pems for Brisbanc. I speak there Friday, at Ipe
swich Saturday, in the Brisbane Presbyterian Church on Sunday, at Armidale
Monday, then two other places; and then get to Sydney, where I am tc speak
on the Saturdsy. Unless something unferscen occurs; we will take passoge
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VELEGRAM to HENRY GEORGE, May 10t , 1890;

W

Cannot take responsibllity of advising change of plan. Cannot
assert that such change would be repaid by advantages gained.
If you degire to come and do ‘so, members would be delighted to
Wel 30me Ol = : ) : ,

. GREY

v
5 L.
B P - I JCR P LAV NS S

To 8ir George Grey, . WASHINGTON, DaCe,
June Amﬁﬁ.-u 1892,

My dear. Sir Georgo,

I was glad to get your kind nete, and to receive the
copy of your blography, from which I antlcipate much dellight and instruce
tlone I am glad that a rescord has been made of such a Life.

o

I had 50@@@ to have met you in this hemisphere, but as you sgay nothing
Wdoz& coming I presume I must abandon the hope, But we look eagerly to
New Zesland and the good work that is doing thers.

You probably snow as well as I do how great is the advance in our di-
reegtion ‘that is going on in England. Mr Saunders writes me that over
ninety per cent. of the Liberal members who will he elected to the new
Parlisment will be pledged more oy less definitely to the taxation of
land values. OFf course, with this there will be a good desl of admix-
ture of ideas which you and I eannot approve, but my hope for Great
Britain ie that where discussion goes on 1t is truth that always shows
the staying qgualitiss, and that in the conflict of all sorts of schemes
the natural order must prove the line of least resistance., In the
Inited States we are making very good progress, although this may not
he clearly perceptible to us at.a distance. But the progress ls thers
in that which endures--thought, and which ig csriain to bear fruit in
sction., I have sent by this mail some documents which I ask you to
place among some of your prominent men whose addresses I cannot give
from memory--that give sgome indication of this. The Congregational
reprint of my "Protectioh or Free Trade?" is very important: 700,000
coples are now being distributed, and in a few weeks 1t is certaln to
go to a million, which may well be 2,000,000 before the campalgn ig
over, You will see that it Ysars the semi-Democratic endorsement,
which will have great effect in turiting the campaign on radical lines,
as the Republican Party will denounce them for distributing so radical
.a document. I hope soon to send a copy of a book on which I have Dbeen
recently engaged. I have been working very, very, hard, for there is
much to do--but guietly. My wife joins mé 'in warmest regards.

+- {8igned) HENRY GECRGE.

R v - A e

The Richelleu, _ _ CHICAGO,
Michigan Avenue, C June 19th., 1892.
BOULEVARD, ’ :

s e A P gt e i

My dear Sir Georgs,

Permit me with this to introducs you to Major A.R.
Galhoun of Brooklyn, New York.. Major Calhoun saw service in our Civil
War, and has since been engaged in literary occupationss He visits the
Southern Hemisphere for the purpose of writing some newspapor leiticrs,
and as on his trip--which will include South Africa--, he will at least
have the opportunity of stopping st Auckland, if not of visiting New
7ealand, I trust he will have an opporitunity of calling upon you, es-
pecially as he is a sgingle-tax man, and therefore specially interested
in the progress you are making in New Zealand, and of which he will
have opportunity of meking our people better informed,  Anything you
can do to put him in the way of learning of the working and reception
oF your new law, which so far approaches the single-tax, will be eg=-
pecially useful to him and much appreciated by :

Yours with affectionate respectd,

(8igned)  HENRY GEORGE.
orts and

pAle 3
{ This concludes the Letters, The next pages ooH@ﬁMm@\ aminlsdences
kindly supplied by ¥reG.M.Fowlds, ~--Editcr, LIBERAL IEADER OF NeZ)
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-
may be of great use to you in New Zealand. Men like your own Sir

- George Grey (former Governor and Premler of New Zealand) (Applause)

- have peen working in that direction.” - .

. Therefore the objget of the Anti-Poverty Scciety was no dream of

- dreamers or of cranks., He believed 1t was possible, because God

~was .good, that He would not support injustice.. Those who worked
in this cause were working, not merely Tor the good of their
children, but for the whole world ¢ Taking Mr.Gulliver by the
hand, Mre George concluded: "In that spirit which binds us all
together, whether 1t e under the North Star or the Southern
Cross, I thank you."

Mre Gulliver said an uncrowned King was amon - them, who really
cught to have presented the sddress; alfthough he himself had been
asked to do se. He referrcd to Sir George Urey, who sald he had
to thank Mr. Henry Gsorge Tor many ‘ideas. He had been his com=
panion for yoars in worklng out-this grest guestione

lir, George said that aothing had given him grestecr gratification than
the fact of meeting Sir George Grey. He felt that 8ir George was a
Little in advance of his timo; ten years ago he had given the people

of this colony that which would have mode them the leading English
people In the world--the germ of the singlc-tax, dbut 1t was too esarly;
the seed wag sown, bul the ground was not prepoareds He hoped Sir
George Grey might yet live fo see it gorow and cover the whole sarth.
But it mattered little now who lived or died, for itime and tide were
with them. What they -cimed at was simply the culmination of Christlan=-
ity, to bring into effcct the Goldén Rule,- to bring on sarth that King-

dom of Righteousncss which the Maker had designeds P

v s () s et

T think 1f ever there was a ftime in the world when o man who was cap=-
able of doing anything should fecl 1t 1 a good time to live, it is

v 1 1
NOWe up

"You are building/here w community which in a short time may

hnve a . population as large as that of tho idother Country. It is not
merely the destiny and improvement of the nation that is being
socured by you, bub of the whole world,"

"For & long degohosw race must be the leading one in the world, leading,
let ué hope, the van of civilisation."

m————()
From a report of nn interview in the “"Auckland Star," March 7, 189Cs

You should losge not s momént in joining yourselves in federation
with your British nelghbours in this part of the world. I shall
alwaye be Jdn favour of fedsration of the Briitish Colonies.

(The federation of the Australian Stotes was then dmwmm.ooﬁmwgmﬁmﬁu
but New Zealand declined to joins)

N.Be: The reference by Henry George to the germ of the single-tax
Cdntroduced by Sir George Grey wes (writes MreG.M. Fowlds)
"to the first Land Tax of £d in the £, psesed in 1878, but was
not collected,bocausc :the Liberal Government led by 8ir George
Grey was defeatsd, and when the Conscrvatives obitzined offlice
hey rescinded the Acl, . : _
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