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34 PUBLISHER'S NOTES

What “The Single Tax Review”
Stands For

ANDY = a free gift of nature, like oir, like sunshine.

Men ought wot to be compelled 16 pay other men {or

its uze, The right to fs use . you please, o natural

right, because arising out of the nalure of man, or if vou

do not like the term, an cqual right equal i that i should
Tamiely

be shared alike,  This is no new discovery, for it is
and 1mperfectly recognized by primitive man (in the rud{
forms of early land vomrmiimsm) acd lamely and feT-
“eminent

Stute over

fectly Ly all civilized communities ian lws of
domain” and similar powers oxercised by the
land). Al points of view include more or lews dimly 1his
conception of the peeulior nature of land 25 1he fohe ritance of
the hwnan race, and not a proper sulnect for bartor and sale.
been  stated, we HOW
Fax, the taking of the angpual
rent of nd- what it is worll each year for wse—by gov-
eramental agency, and the taavenent out of dhis fund for
those functions which are supporied and curried on in
commoi-—maintenance of highways, police and fire PO-
tection, public liglting, schools, eie,  Now i the value of
Jand were ke other values Uids would not be a good method
for the end in view. That B e man could take o plot of
land as he takes o piece of wood, and fashioning it {for e
there would be
no specia] re than oiher
things, or singling it out from other tasable olgects.  But
land, without the efiort of the individusl , grows in yvalue
with the community’s growth, and by what the community
This value of
land i o value of ConHnunity and the price
asked for a0 plece of land by the owner is he price of cone
This advaniage moy e an cxeess of

The  principle  having cOme

to the method, the Single

as a commodity give 1 a value by his labor,
son for taxing it at a higher rate

does i the way of public improvemenis.
advantage,

LIRS auix-ané;:g{_:.
production over other and poorer L.-.mi
natural fertility (arm land) or nearness (o market o ue e
populous avenues for shopping, or prO}Imity to financi:

deterimined by

;]mri, .i;xp;)mg or ealroad poist (business conters), :
cange of superior fashionable attractiveness (resideniial
centers), Bur all tlese advants ges are social, comummii v-
made, pot a product of lahor and in the price asked {or s
sale or use, a manilestation of community-made value,
Now in 4 sense the value of ever thing way be ascribed
to the presence of a community, with an imporiant differ
enice. Land differs 1o this, that neither in itsel nor mn
its value is it the product of labor, for labor cannat pro-
duce more land in answer to demand, Lut can produce
more howses and food and elot thing, wheace it arfses thai
these things cost less where population is great or merensing,
and land s the only thing that costs more.

To tax this land at its true value is to capabize all pooplo-
thelr manifestation as vajue

made advapiages (which in
attach ouly to land), and thus secure 1o every man that
equal right 1o land which has been contended for at the
of this definition.—josere Dana MiLieg. Con-
Yiar Book.

cutset
densed from Siscie Tax

Sincre Tax Review

ine of Slogle Tax Progress

An Ef}terlldii{;ftdl Bi-Montl i;, Mag:

Edited and Poblished by

Foseen Dana MoLer, at 150 Nassau Streei, MNew Yerk

SURSCRIFTION Prick—In the United Sia ey, Cansda and Mexico,

$1.00 per year. Payable in advance.
Entered us Second-clazs Matior (et 4,

York, M. Y., under the Ace of March 3,

1913, at the Post Office, New
TE7Eh,

I‘i.! I e
ENDEX TO CONTENTS
CURRENT COMMENT ... . ... .
EDITORIALS .. . oo
BECONOMIC DARK LANTERNS AT 7 gk
ONIVERSUTY . ... . . L.
O XI’ESI{!N(HON FETTER. ...

DE(:I..,ARPL TION QE" ORGANT SINGLE TAXERS | K}
OPEN LETTER TG PRESIDENT WILSON, .. 53
NEWS—FOREIGN ... ... . .. et e 56
BOOK REVIEW. . ... . ... . . . ., ez, Mackendrich 57
CORRESPONDENCE.................. ... 58

PUBLISHER’S NOTES
O{ E friends whio have responded to the appeal for contri-
builinns 1o the Revisw eotion fund will o

i eu of cibher ackuowl ledgmeny, Tuli st

receipts and expenditures s matled to all the coniribors,

it

it

uniil g

Those who have not yet responded 10 our appeal are

urgently inviied to do w0, Help s to koops i wlive <L1§(f o
ke it in troth what on eathusizstio subses ber (e
spoadence Column) declares iU to be ¥ The host =i

holanguage ™

Clorre-
Tox

paner i the Fng

Raview should
go 1o the officials of the adounistration, members of Con.
A pabidic opinion?

Dioes it not scem 1o our Triends (hur { he

For they neerd

<, editors and leas

the information contained in cach issue,  They shonld
bnow that inoa orivical tme in the world's history there i

a zemtimnent backed by kuowledae of indusirinl 1]]5 and 1he

remedy which secks 1o influence official and puldic opinion,

and that i 16 canaot shape government action Iy

tion alose, 10 purnosos o do it by sepore ATy organi;
tion.
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Current Comment

VERY important and very serious is the maiter we
desire to lay before the Single Taxers of the nation
who rematn alive to their responsibilitics,  We wish our
voice could reach further to the great democratically-in-
s of the people, and while influencing this wider

clined mass
audience carry its message straight 1o their faithless public

servants,

T will have been observed that 1 the last few numbers

of the Review we have made bat casual reference 1o
the Mexican oil land controversy.  We desired to have before
us the full facls in the argument between Great Britain
and the United States on the one hand, and Mexico on the
other hand, full details of the Bexican law 10 substance and
practice, and the real grounds of the objections made to the
fand and tax legislation of the Carranza government,

W}i shall at present pronounce no epinion on the merits
of the controversy.,  We assume—and we anticipaie
1o denial—that the first mternationsl qguestion that has
artsen in which the principle of the Single Tax, or the Tax-
ation of Land Values, s involved, is for us a question of
transcendent importance, We assume that Mexican oil
as it Hes in its orude state in the earth s the propecty and
concern of the Mexican people—and of them alone. We
shall assume that all the corrupt concessions of the corrupt
governments of Diaz and Huerta may be rightecusiy re-
voled by Carranea, acting for his people. We shall assume,
on, or measies of State owner-

too, that measures of ta
ship or condrol, are matters of inhorent Htate soversignly,
interference with which by any {oreign government ¢on-
stitutes a yustifiable cosus bellr,

F. shall assure, too, contrary 1o what certain influ-

ential Americon papers seem 1o tmply, that the Mesx-
iwan people are not fonls; that they would not lav unneces-
sarily onerous burdens apon foreign capiial recuired {or the
production of petroleum ; that thev would naturally welcome
nvestments of such British or American captial into a
country which is in need of it for the developmeni of its
latent natural vesources.  All this we shall assume, alomg
with the fact, however, that there might be features in the
Mexican law, or practices in the adminisiration of the law,
which could justifiabdy form the grounds of fricadly appeal
for the adjustment of differences—as, for example, 1f Amer-
ican and British properties were subject to burdens from
which the same class of Mexicon properties were exempt.
But it does not appear that this s the ense.

UT what are the facts in the contyoversy?  We do not

now,  Our government refuses to speak. It will not
make public the documents and correspondence buried in
the Siate Department in Washington,  Letters addressed
to Secretary of State Lansing get no reply. Visits to the
Stain Depariment ore cqually unavailing to ehiet the in-
formation desired,  Application to the Mexican headgoar-
ters i Wioshington are met, though with customary Mex-
with the intimation that they do not make

ican noliten:
application for publicity for this correspondence in face of
the administration’s apparent desire that it be not disclosed.

HI% is the secret diplomucy againsi which President

Wilson has warned us.  How the promise 15 keptl to
tho car but broken to the hope we now know.  In the mean-
time we sit on a voleang,  The grest privileged inferesits
that would explott Mexico even to the extent of war with
her, have the field all to themselves. The press in this
country, coniroiled largely by these same intorests, do not
frouble to give Mexico's side of the coniroversy, Hints
of intervention are in the atr.  William K. Hearst and his
journalistic birds of prey are busy instiliing inte the minds
of their readers distrust andd haired of a proud people—
a people whose splondid efforts 1o build up 2 free and sub-
stantial republic out of the ruins wrought by centuries of
autocracy, should command the sincerest admiraiion of
ali free peoples.

N the New York Glebe, of March 11, Dr. Frank Crane,
i an article entitled * What's the Matter wath Tazation.”
exprosses his oping
muddle, and concludes thus:

on in no uncerialn lerms vegarding that

popular

17 members of Coneress could be lockedupina boarding
school {or six months, and compelled to study the book
called “Progress and Poverty” six hours o doy, mavhe they
might at the end of that time be able io produce a tax Ball
that would poi be ‘iilogical’ and “a chamber of horrors."”

H UDSOMN MAXIM, who once declared that the Single
- Tax was the most tmportant discovery ever mude,
or sormething Hke that, and was himsell repuated 10 be a
Single Tazer, wants to import one million Chinese to work
here. “There is need of cheap labor in this country,”
said Mr. Maxim. Tt will be observed that Mr. Masam is
as tender as Secretary Lone of the veresis of emplovers.
Me. Lane, it will be remembered, 1s willing to do something
to give land to the returned soidiers, but assures the employ-
that net too much will be done to make a "'new
Thiz is his langoage.  Me.

ing class
dralt on the labor supply”
Maxim is more bluni, The country needs cheap labor

and measures should be adopted to get it
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HY should it appear to any man possessing 2 modicum
of intelligence that a country needs cheap labor? All
wealth is obtained by labor; that is the only way to get
wealth unless we steal it from those who do obtain it by
tabor. The palpable absurdity of a country needing more
Hudsen Maxims who will work for less pay, will be clear
to our friend on reflection.  And if he extends his observa-
tions a Httle further he will ask himsell why, i cheap labor
is such a good thing for a country, China, which bas the
lowest paid labor, should not be wallowing in prosperity?
Of course, Mr. Maxim is thinking, unconsciously, of cheap
labor for some employers; it would not be to the advantage
of all emplovers that all labor was cheap labor, for that
would mean poor returns to all employers. How Ccurious
is the mental inversion! We call times in which labor is
cheap-—or in other words, wheye wages are low-—bad fhmes,
Times of low wages are bad times, times of panics and
depression,
Mr. Maxim will see this if he stops to think., Long ago
he wrote a clever story in which the truths of economics

were admirably iflustrated in the form of a deiightful fic-

tion. Has he forgotten?

HE suspension of Dr. Louis Levire from the faculty
of the University of Moniana is interesting in comn-
nection with the subject of economic {reedom and the arti-
cle in this issue by Prof. Brinsmade,
consisted in pointing out that the Anaconda Copper Mining
Co. paid in taxes to the State 6 per cent. of its income de-
rived from operations in Montana, while other property,
especially farming property, paid an average of 10 to 12
per cent.

ROF. LEVINE does not appear to be a wild-eyed radi-
cal. He merely advocates 2 system of taxation ia
which these mining companies would pay their proportional
quota—in other words, the General Property Tax n opera-
tion in most of the States. What the officals of the Maon-
tana University would do to a professor who advecated
some really drastic tax reform measure is too horrible to
contemplate.

A Conspicuous Failure.

OPULAR government is, in respect of taxation, simply

the reflection of University teaching in economics, It
is, therefore, interesting to record the following dictum of
the National Tax Association:

“447ith the possible exception of municipal rule, taxation
is the phase of popular government in which the United
States has made its most conspicuous fallare.  The absence
of any broad, rational, logical, uniform system of taxation
for city, State and nation is not only unjust, theoretically
and practically, but is absolutely destructive to intelligent
voting on the merits of government, the very foundation-
stone of any republic.”

Prof, Levine's offence

The Education of the Business
and Industrial World.

HERE has never been greater need than that of today

for establishing a practical, working understanding
between capital and labor. There have never existed more
cogent reasons for those capitalists who would deny to labor
a just return for the service it renders, as well as proper Live
ing conditions to workers, and for those Taborers who refuse
o recognize the invaluable contribution made by intelli-
gence and capital to the production of wealth, to discard
their narrow-minded point of view and to appreciate ihe
rights of each other. For there has never been a time when
capital and laber have had so much in comimon, when each
has been so dependent upon the other —Francis . Sisson,
Vice-Pres. of the Guaranty Trust Co.of MUY,

Under the growing menace of labor unrest, the education
of 1he business and industral world is proceeding rapidly.
Some years ago, the “labor question” was pooh-poohed.
The topic might interest decayed old Europe, bt never
our free democracy, where every man might hecome a
Carnegic or reach the FPresident’s chair. Today, maliers
are different. University presidents, heads of banks and
great industrial corporations, governors of Stales, congress-
men, senators—have suddenly discovered that there is
such a question as an American labor problem, that the
glorious continent of opportunity has become a breeding
ground of real distress and ominous elements of danger.
The results of this conversion are curious. Without
serious study of the subject so long ignored, the academic
dignitaries, commercial Jeaders and captains of industry,
asspming a knowledge they do uot possess, have entered
upon a furious campeign of words, to combat the advancing
peril.  From Atlantic to Pacific, an amazing foed of hom-
ilies is eing poured forth.  The ancient power of organized
sound is evidently relied upon to vepeat the miracle of
Jericho, when the horns blown by the priests of israel
brought down the walls of the fortified city. The seeret of
the old miracle, however, lay uot so much in the volume
of the sound, we may be assured, 45 in the inlensity, divect-
ness and weight of the purpose behind it. In competition
with the stern voice of Tabor, and ihe veal distress of the
masses, the noise of the professors, bankers and caplaing
of industry is as feeble and Tatile as the chirping of crickets
hefore the thunder and blackening roar of a tempest,
The business man, awakened from the seif-satished shim-

ber of a few vears agoe, must now learn that platitudes about
the beautics of harmony and democracy will not do, are
indeed deplorably inadequate just now. There is 2 real
problem, a real injustice which, unless quickly and {airly
faced, means inevitable disaster,  Business men have Leen
too absorbed in their own special cccupations, to bring to
bear upon the underlying cconomic problems that keen
judgment, elear anaivsis and steady common sense, with
which they are generatly and justly credited.

An assemblage of the elementary {actors of the economic
situation and a briel consideration of their relatien and
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interacton would have spared the distinguished banker
above queted from making 2 totally unwarranted assump-
tion. He would never have diagnosed the prevailing eco-
nomic unrest as a conflict between labor and capital. His
practiced eyve would at once have perceived heneath the
superficial phenomena of sirikes, eight-hour agitation,
wage disputes, ete., the fundamental mal-adjustment of
the relation of both labor and capital to the third factor
in producticn, viz., the land. He would not be long, either,
in locating our present fiscal system as the efficient instra-
ment in divorcing both labor and capital from their com-
mon, natural, free access to the soil and thes laying them
both under perpetual and unjust tribute for the support
of government and of a rent-exploiting class. The simple
issuss of the fisca! and economic situation cannot long
escape the cool, keen analysis of leaders in cotmnmerce and
industry,

In spite of all its incidental absurdities, the widespread .

and earpest concern of the business and industrial world for
a reasoned and rational selution of the nation’s economic
disorders is one of the most hopeful signs of the times. It
is the first step in the education of democracy’s natural,

competent leaders. When that education is completed,

then rapid effective action will be taken; paliry palliative
devices, superficial half-truths and dangerous class mis.
understandings will be swept away, to give place to an
economic system designed in the only durable Way, upon
natural law, just as we have lately decided that, in inter-
national affairs, political chicanery and brute force must
yield to the reign of justice and the moral law. _

Mr. Sisson will have made a good beginning if he assumes
that the interests of labor and capital are econcmically, if
not actually, identical. We have no doubt he will follow
that premize fo its only logical conclusion, viz., that that
identity of interests must be incarnated in fiscal and legal
institutions that recognize their equal and common rights
to the soil. The implications of that conclusion need
scarcely be eluborated here.

Poster In The Subway Station.

“REAL ESTATE BOOM
ON IN BROOKLYN
CURE 4 Howe now,
Bervorg Tup OvreEning of
the Nepw Tunngrs'

S

(Consult the Advertising Columng of the
BrooxiyN EacLe

The Breoklyn Fogle must be a tame lind of Bird of
Freedom to stamd by and scream out the auction notices
of those who traffic in the freeman's birthright—their
country’s land—without free access to which the right to
Hberty, life and the pursuit of happiness is, and must
necessarily be, an empty mockery—trinkels on the breast
of shackled slaves,

Luke North

jAMES H. GRIFFES (Luke North) spent his early life

in Schenectady, N.Y. He was a newspaper reporter in

Chicago when that city had a flourishing Single Tax club .

of over one thousand members. Here his health broke
down, and tuberculosis, which disease was the ultimate
cause of his death, developed. He went to Arizona and
started a newspaper.

His next appearance was in San Francisce where he be-
came editor of a Sunday newspaper. In that city his wife
was killed by a moral pervert, and Luke North, always a
consistant opponent of capital punishment, appeared in
court and passiopately urged a commutation of sentence
for the convicted.

He was in Los Angeles when the Macnamara trial was
in progress, and worked for Cisrence Darrow in unearthing
testimony and in creating favorable public sentiment for
the accused. His first publication in that city was The
Golden Elk, an organization paper of the Elks of that city.
This most informal of fraternal orders probably attracted
North by reason of its singularly Ioose organization and its
teachings of brotherhood. This publication was short-
lived. Luke North then published fvervman, which be-
gan as 2 journal of philosophic anarchism and later
develeped into an organ of the Gréat Adventure, with
which nearly all readers of the Review are familiar.

The dead leader was a student of the occuit. His eager
intellectuality strove to pierce the curtain shrouding the
seen from the unseen. A freethinker he, nevertheless, or
perhaps in consequence, possessed much natural religion
and a fine passion for humanity, which the vision of a free
earth roused to an intensity which swept all before it.

He had an intellectual henesty which permitted him to
disavow a mistaken conviction. His noble recantation of
previously expressed views on the war was actuated by no
motive of caution, for he had courage of a high order.
" Radicalism, too, has its conventions,” he said in a fine,
illuminating phrase in the article analyzing the mental
change through which he had passed,

He grew bigger intellectually as he grew older.  He was,
we believe, between forty-five and fifty, and had not vet
arrived at the spmmit of all of which he was capable,
Many of his carlier views he had discarded. He grew to
embrace the larger philosophy of life and learned more of
Henry George in the fierce stress of the two political cam-
paigns in which he was the recognized leader.

Death brings an end to all of life's asperities. The
curicus antagomisms which are based upon unreasoning re-
fimements, upen differences of individuality, and which
develop into fierce hostility uviterly incomprehensible to
one who surveys these manifestations from a distance, are

swept into forgetfulness when death shows their uiter

futility and triviality.
This is true in the presence of Luke North, dead, about
whom there raged a storm from his first appearance as a
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leader in the Single Tax movemeni. This is all the more
curious in that Single Taxers have shown an accommodating
readiness to accept unguestioningly all kinds of leaders and
leaderships.

How comes it, then, that an active minority of Single
Taxers in California refused to fellow the banner that for
the first time in three decades was lifted high for uncom-
promising, straight Single Tax? The fact is, it was not so
much Luke North's personality as it was that the entire
movement was startled out of its complacency., North's
appeal was to the soul of the Single Tax movement that
makes the Single Tax really worth while. He asked for
the Single Tax to force the land of California into use
He impatiently brushed aside questions of the niceties of
taxation, local option in taxation, questions of exemptions.
“The whole Single Tax movement had grown timid, respect-
able, and was almost moribund. Luke North uttered a
cry that seemed to come out of the wilderness and from
his very soul, an appeal that was piercing, vehement——
and it rang from one end of the State to the other. No

one since Henry George had spoken in language half so .

thrilling. The response his appeal elicited is proof of its
potency.

It is no disloyalty to Luke North’s memory to quesiion
whether this man was a great political leader, a great po-
litical organizer. He was, at Jeast, a wonder{ul agitator.
‘His speeches were not always remarkable for their historical
or philosophical insight, but they were stirring, appealing.
His writings had their obvious deficiencies—being a poet
he wes quite as often mastered by his moods as master of
them—but there were many flashes of llumination, and
he was often positively brilliant.

Turning to the “Songs of the Great Adventire,” we
can find much to commend. Little of it is conventional
in form, save one extraordinary sonnet, “The Nativity,”
which Luke Norih called an “adaptation” from one of
Alys Thompson's sonnet sequences in the “ YVear’s Rosary.”
Bat how many arresting things there are!  Where we and
the Socialists are prope to predicate our class divisions,
Luke North would bave none of them. There was only
one division, he reminds us, in words of profoundest im-
port and truest sanity, Listen to him, under the heading,
“The Line of (leavage.”

“Those who care and those who don’t—this is the line of
cleavage In human society, It does not ron between ox-
ploiter and exploited, the robber and the robbed; those are
later accidents of environment and upportumty and cir-
cumstances.  The still earlier accident—so it must appear
to our comprchmsmnwi hat we have to deal with, is the
‘accident’ of birth which gave this man a quul\umc heart
and this man a dull one—this man a heart responsive and
this man a heart obtuse.

“Some men care and some men don't-—this is the lne
of cleavage. 1t does not parallel any of the artificial lines
that superficially separate society into classes. 1t is not
hetween the masses and the classes, not between labor and
capital, nor between worker and parasite; it is not between
proletariat, bourgeots, and tinsel aristocrat, nor between
the educated and ignorant,

“The true fine of cleavage runs pcrpmd;cuiarthrongh all
classes of societ y——even through radicalism itself
divides the world into those who care and those who don't.

’

The man who wrote these words lies now where the storm
of controversy that raged about him is forever stilled. When
he became ill he was induced to go to a hospital.  Exami-
nation proved that he suffered from the last stages of
tuberculosis.  His death was followed by a quiet Tuneral
in Forest Lawn Cemetery, in Glendale, near Los Angeles,
and the only services consisted of the reading of selections
from the “Songs of the Great Adventure.”

“Died of tuberculosis”—so will read the medical records

of the institution where he passed away. But it is not a

-pleasant thought that his end was hastened by under-

nowrishment and the lack of full sympathy he must have
craved, Vel this thought, which we hesitate 0 voice,
he might have put aside with the same noble retort which
we find on page 145 of the “Songs of the Great Adventure.”

AT THE ROSLYN HOTEL

One arose and said
He had sacrificed more
For the Single Tax than I had.

He was right.
I haven’t sacrificed anything
For Single Tax.

The vision of Henry George
Owes me nothing.

I am its debtor

For the greatest hours of my life.

For A National Organization.

HE need of a national organization to advance the

Single Tax as a political issue s imperatively demanded
at this time. We print elsewhere in this number a commu-
nication from Mr. Craiy Ralston, author of the now famous
“Shovelerats,” and a facile newspaper writer.  He is under
the impression, perhaps justified by an earlier editorial pro-
nouncement, that the REview is opposed to carrving the
political issue of the Single Tax into the national feld. If
we ever entertained such a conviction we entertain it no
longer.

it is true that the States are practically self-governing
units in the matter of land and taxation, Many State con-
stititions offer no bar to the enactment of the Single Tax;
others may by constitutional amendment carry it on refer-
endum. So much is true.

But to refrain from entry into the field of national poli-
tics 1s to add an element of weakness to the political propa-
ganda that has now begun. Tt is to encourage the kind of
political activities on the part of Single Taxers that detract
from the strength of the movement, and to permit the kind
of flirtaticn with national side parties that has gone on for
s0 many years within the States and cities.

It has long been recognized that there exists no practical
difference between the Republican and Democratic parties.




EDITORIALS 30

Principles long held to b the traditional ml rlianees
ot other of the partios are aow shared ona’ fifts ~f;fu *basis
by both organizations.  There is not a sing Er' isaue on which
cach party is not pretty eventy divided.  There is not one
guestion of importance that bas not Us great protegonists
in both parties, from the League of Nations down throngh

ol one

T every minor Issuc.
There is perhaps one exception, and that ks the tariff, As

to this issue both parties are protectionist. There iz not

a single free trader in the notional administration, if we

judeze correctly from their public llt't{-*—f"?m‘m We have not
succecded In teaching the Democratic Party the beauties
of free trade, as we sturied out o de, We have fatled in
the role of preceptor, and we hzn-'{r scent even Mr, Brvan
abandon his free trade activities for the preaching of all
soris of political nostrums, (‘.n{:hng-z with national prohibition,

i it were not {or Woodrow Wilson the Democratic Party
could not carry a single electoral vote outside of the “Solid
South.”  Never was there a party so thoqu iy dead and
burted,  This is the more remarkable, in that the perty
might be 1magined to have guined a certain prestige by
carrving a greal war 1o o successful conclusion,  But even
this 15 not enough, and w3l not suffice to save it from the

overwhelning defeat thal swalis it

The Eepublican Party while possessing o grenter co-
hesiveness, and incomparably greater intelligence, is, so far
as great lssues are concerned, o heterogeneons mob.,  Now
that Theodore Roosevelt’s political generalship and his
hospitality to new ideas are gone, thai party, too, is like
a ship without a rudder.

Today ie the auspicious time for the formation of
national Bingle Tax poarty orpanization with national com-
mitieemen every | state. This Natienal Comnitiee must
supplant the proprietory organization turped over by Mr.
Kiefer to My, is__;m'a\: “nd now belng wsed to exploit a pre-
postercus scheme for the raising of half & million dollars
to enable Mr, rl‘f'r-,\’r-f’ to carry out scme wonderful PLAN

fwhich he refrains from indicating) for the ¢
of 3 chain of

stabhishment

papers.  To such o pass have we come under
the trresponsibic government inherited from the Fels Com-
mission |
Do some of our readurs hesitate to accept the suggrstion
that the greai docirine fm' whiclh we stand be now put to
the supreme and final test? Yot it is the only way of weld-
g together the now disrupted and dissatisfied elements
of our movement. Tt s the only way that we may present
a solid front to the world, Mayv we not paraphrase the
frarl of Montrose?
YWe vither Tear our fate ton amch.
Or our deserts are small, ‘
Who dare not put it to the touch
To win or lose i1 all"

Great God! We are the toreh-berarors of an ECONOIIC
world-gospel! We bring balm for the healing of the na-
oS, a4 au

ge for the oppressed, a new Magna Charts
= ST \° IS {eyr - . - -
of cmancipation for mankind,  §y rejected, Lesgues of

Nations, covenanis of peoples, are veritable Yweraps of

paper.”  Agoin autecracy  will challenge the  political
democrocies that even now are shaken by internal revo-
lutions.  Again the Man on Horseback, 2 pinchbeck
Hohenzollern or 2 real Napoleon, will over-ride the world,
Again on dying democracies, by power of cannon and shot
and shell & modern Tamerlane will seek to fatten, or “the
sword will again be mightier than the pen, and in carnivals
ef destruction brwite force and wild frenzy will alternate
with the lethargy of a declining civilization”™*

What to the disinherited, conscious of his disinberitance,
s the lmowledge that there exists a pact of International
comity for the world?  What to the laborer divoreed from
the fand who surveys the swelling acres of Milord, does
1t matter that there Is vow 2 new erfenie Detween the rulers
of Burope and America? iy rulers are those who control
the naturdl bounties of all lands.  Will it assuzge his angor
and disappointment when fresh from the felds of Flanders
on his return (o his native THinois be looks upon the country
he has fought for?  Is it fs country or Lord Seally's?

We need pot defer to the counsels of the timid, It s
trie we are numencally insigeificant. We are without
great leaders.  We are oppressed by the traditions of demo-
eratic alignment.  The muntle of Henry George has de-
scended 1o none of us, We falter on the threshold of

great achicvement,

Yet the movement, in spite of thirty yeass on which we
naw look back with somewhat mingled emotions, is really
in its formative state. The Land Wovement of Henry
George, as we have sadd elsewhere, “needs to be begun all
And It must not be begun in 2 timid, hali-

over aguin,’’

hearted wav,  Therefore 1t is neaded that in 1220, or late

in 1919, we hold o MNational Convention to perfect 2 aa.
tional political organizaiion, and inaugurate 2 new national
party to carry the message straight to the Federal govern-

ment, -

* M Pragress and Poverty,” by Heary Georye.

The First Rung of the Ladder

“You're standing loday on the first rung of a ladder of
‘Opportunity.”  You're staading there with both feet. You
know it-~and you kanw that it will hold all the weight vou
gan put on it.

“But one rung doesn’t make o ladder. You've got to
have others if vou want to climb.

“shape them to fil vour ladder and-—dsive them n!

YN omaterin]? Wheres vour vision, Man?—Its Iyving
Al about wvou.

“M'!kc vour next rung TThoft’ and-—climbl

“Pon’t look down; look ap! Shape and place the next
rung, Sensible Spending-and the nexgt, Sensible Save
ing, -

“Keep on shaping theme—keep on bullding-—buy Wag

Saviags Stamps, and-—climb, climb, olimb!”

E HUS reads a large advertisement of the Government
Loan Organization, Second Federal Hesorve Thstrier,

War Savings Commities, 120 Broadway, New York, Accom-
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panying the script is a picture showing a young man about
to mount a ladder. The bottom rung, labeled ‘Opportu-
nity’ is already set and the man is standing thereon. e
is reaching for the other rungs as yet unset but lying on
the floor at his feet. At the very top of the ladder, and far
out of his reach as yet, the rung *Success’ is already set,

This advertisement will, we trust, accomplish the imme-
diate purposes of the Committee, in stimulating enterprise,
thrift and patriotic co-operation with the National Gov-
ernment amongst all classes of citizens. The times cer-
tainly call for all these qualities in our people.

At the same time, it is to be regretted that the appeal is
based upon an untruth, a seli-cvident, notorious and pain-
fully apparent untruth. The Committee knows, as does
every intelligent citizen, that the vast natural opportunities
of our country are all locked up, and are no longer free to
willing enterprise. The traffic in Opportunity is sanctioped
by our laws and stimulated by special privileges. The first

rung in the ladder is nof set for America’s youth, They are .

at the mercy of the forestallers, and must bargain for their

life’s chance, pledging their labor therefor in perpetual

mortgage.

The picture drawn by the Commitiee and spread hefore
the eyes of the whole continent is an ideal one.  Why not
try and make it arcality? What purpose, anyway, is served
by denying to labor and productive enterprise access to
America’s natural opportunities? Why should ownership
of those opportunitics be unconditioned by adequate use?
Why should the non-use of natural opportunities be specially
favored by our fiscal laws?

The Committee has awakened an intense and widespread
interest in that first rung of the ladder. If it has nothing
further to say, it has been guilty of a cruel and needless jest.

Tribute From Coal Operators.

INTERESTING particulars as to the tribute paid by

coal operators to the owners of the ground—that is, to
the non-producing economic factor—came out in January
before a sub-committee of the Pennsylvania Senate on
manufactures. Testifying before that committee, Mr. A.
C. Dodson, head of the Dodson Coal Company, operating
mines at Locust Mountain, Beaver Brook and Audenried,
declared that his company had already paid in rovalties to
the Girard estate nearly $2,000,000, and that, before the
coal is exhausted, the royalties will amount to more than
$11,000,000. He further stated that while every ton of
coal will give a royalty of $1.05 to the Girard estate, the
company only earned $1.10, out of which it paid federal
taxes and intercst on bonds. How long will the productive
elements in the national economy consent to carry this
monstrous parasite—a veritable Old Man of the Moun-
tain? Why not hand him over to Uncle Sam, who'll put
him to work on the job of tax-paying? The bright idea
ought not to be hard for tax-paying business men to absorb.

Besides, the situation described scarcely does credit to

America’s reputation for common sense.

Fortunately in this instance, the royalties on land rents
go to public uses, as Stephen Girard left his lands in trast
to the City of Philadelphia, mainly for the support of
orphans, By one of life’s little ironies, the Girard Trust

" spent a considerable sum on the widening of the avenue

bordering the Delaware River, for the *‘benefit of the city”
—but the chief benefit as usual went to the owners of ad-
joining lands and wharves, So that the partial application
of rent to public use, by the benevalence of Girard, merely
increases the value of rents privately owned.

Anarchy of Opinion.
Can You Beat It?

WHY 1S THE TRUTH A LIE?
AGES all over the world have advanced: and we
could not, f we would, restore them. Nor is it
necessary. Science has placed at our disposal the means
of unlimited production.”
—Lord Leverhulme, according to Manchesier Guardian.

“It must not be imagined that there is work for an extra-
ordinary amount of labor. Conditions are normal, Be.
cause this is so, there should be no large influx of common
laborers to the State, If there should be a great rush here,
we would very soon have a surplus.”

—President Holland, of the State Federation of Labor.

" Predicting ‘bread lines’ all over the country by May 1,
anless the government takes immediate steps 10 meet labor
needs after demobilization, Frank Morrison, secretary of
the American Federation of Labor, urges that a four-year
ban be put on immigration. Morrison told the House
Immigration Committee vesterday, that the situation, as

- far as the unemployed were concerned, was a most serious

one and that legislation was necessary to prevent a national
crisis, Morrison bases his prediction on a survey labor
leaders have made throughout many cities, where the
number of unemployed runs high.”"-—Eyening Sun, N. T.

“Supposing that we could save one-half of the three hun-
dred thousand babies that we lose every vear, and suppose
that ancther one huadred and fifty thousand who do not
die, but who live sickly and defective, were also raised to
strong and healthy and normal mar and womanhood. Do
you realize that this country would be the richer, in ten
years, by three million native-born citizens?  Value these
children as you will—and a colored baby used to sell in this
country for three or four hundred dollars—you have some-
thing worth saving. Weigh them in the truer scale of a
proud and happy motherhood, that does not know grief
and fear and pain, and we enter upon high finance indeed.”

—-Kathleen Norris, Pictorial Review, February, 1919,

“Of adult women, there were some twenty-six mitlion
(1914), and their ranks have not been reduced by death
and mutilation as have those of owr men. Now that we
have fewer men and boys on earth to do even the same work
that was done before, and an incomparably greater demand
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{or lubor, we must call on the Great Reserve—the women . .
"Rt 1g hard for us to measure woman as an economic fac-
tor, but the war has tanght us that she s 2 most important
one, We have long recognized her worth and honor as a
wife and mother, but now we must ask curselves:  What
is the average American woman worth as a worker?”
—Charlotte Perkins Gitman, Pictoriol Review, Teh., 1919
Pinder a rationz! economic order, would not Lord Lover-
hulme and the two women writers be right?  And what is
wrong in our econoric order, to bring about the undeniable
and deplorable condition dtu(}um_.(,i by responsible men
like Holland and Morrison? Wil Pemocracy meet the
issue fair and true and thus justify hewself?  Of what use
a League of Nations, if it 15 to be & herd of fear-tormented
,euple‘,\ 7 Whyis the tristh of our economic condition a lie,
in the face of cconomic and moral faw?

Hearkening Backward
CONNECTICUT SINGLE TAXERS OF 1677
ERE s a petition found in ihe Connecticut Archives
{Tovwns and Lapds)y T 169, Colonial Records 1T 309,

Bt makes interesting reading. We voproduce 1t with s
antique spelling:

“Te the Hopoured Generall Assembly now sitting in
Hartiord—

Honoured athers —

Wee whose names are undepwritten, ihe present inhabi-
tanis of Simsbury, haveing bin formerly burthened by the
inequality of levying of rafes (as the ¢ i3 circumsianced
with us) and now through the late cffective dispensations
of God’s prowvidence, havelng bin gieater sufferers than
other plantations in this Collony, and thereby allsoe in
some measure al the present incapactiaicd 10 rayse rales

in the common way that & stated 10 the commitlerey law,
in this our mfant state do humbly request and de ]
thiz Honoured Assembly that they would be pleased (o
graunt us atb the preseot that privilege (which we wider-
stand hath been formerly and of late granted 1o other
that all rates shall be
Ang of publicke charges may be le’s’ 8

plantations in thelr beginning) wis
ravsed for the defw: Vil
only upon lands: the farthor grounds and ¢
our request wee have desired Samuel Wilcockson o i E H-
ajah Holecombe to represent to vour Honours as
in this case; who are vour very humble sorvants—
May 14th, 1677
(Te this document the followlng names are apponded
which will be of interest to their descondants )
John Dirake Samuel Sione
John Griffin Thomas Barbar
Michali Humphrey  Jjohn Petvbone
Yolm Humphrey Jozeph Phelps
Josiah Clark Pecler Buell
The General Court, May Sessions, 1677, sitting at Hart-
ford, eranted the Simsbury
m the {ollowing language:
“This Court upon the motion of the inhabitants of Sims-

CRIT apenis

petiticners the power asked for

st

bury, doe grant that the people of Stmsbury shall have the
lberty to ravse theie rates for the ministry and towne
arpes ouly upon lands for the nexr three vears ensueing
this daie, and law to the contrary notwithstanding.  And
in regard of the great inss that that towne hath received
i the late wars, the Court have scen cause to remiil {o the
ipha bitants of Simshury that make their copstant abode

here), their country rates for the three next vears ensueing
bofh for persons, land and cartell”

Some Pertinent Kpigrams,

TAMES B, BROWN, president of the Manhattan

Single Tax Cluly, hos addressed o letier (o the mem-

boers of Lhe New York Legislature, telling some truths about
taxniion.  ba it are some weighty eptgrams which 1 would
bie well for our Solons to ponder over.  After calling atien-
tion to the fact that over cighty million dollars must be
ste purposes this vear, My, Brown savs:

3t iz the key that opens or closes the door of
opportunily.’”’
Byvery tax roll in the State s a collection of guesses.”

“o tax a man on the value of his house as paviment for
pu%ﬁzc services is jusi like "§1<l§ ging 2 man for asuit of elothes
hy the value of his auto)

“The value of public services 15 only measured by what
Bt which is not the

s commonly known as kand value-
aalue of land but the value of government—that 13, public
services.’

“The selling price of land 15 an cmbargo on capital and
labor, and iz, combined with tixes upon nmprovements,

the re: copital invested in veal csiale pays sach

nonr reteens,”’

Upton Sinclair for
All Sorts of Taxes.

12 HAVE been permitted o sce a letier adedio
Mr. Coorge Liovd, 2 Single Taxor, of Brookiva, from
Upton Sipclair, We guofe: 7' have tried 1o explmin that 1
am for aland tax, but Tdo not see
doin the meantime. T am for them alse.”

M. Sinclair has the reputation of being o radical, vet he
dews nof seem 1o koow what even the conservalive coono-
sty know, v ot least, the harm
ihat = done by most kinds of taxes,  Mr. Sioclais does not
see the differnce between a tax that would open up the carih
and free indusiyy, and the taxes that hamper industry and
keep the patural wealth of the sarth closed to Tabor. With
4 careless wave of the hand he “Iam for them also.”

Faen if he refors to taxes which he may imagine are
sociaily remedial, ke Income and inhentance taxes, he s
a poer leader of the classes he professes 1o champion if he
. to recognize that nerther of these taxes creates one
single job, or makes one single spot of idle carth productive,

sed Lo

what harm other {axes

S

They, many of the
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A Proud and Grateful Country to its Heroes
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The Reception

THE SOLDIER.:
AM back now, back for a man’s life, This America that
called me out, has called me back, and it will have
something for me 1o do.  Now, what is to be my chance?”
{Soldier's Monologue, in Secretary Lane’s Report, Nov. 20,
1918)

PRESIDENT WILSON:

4

..... they lifted their heads, they raised their eves to
heaven, when they saw men in khaki coming across the
sea in the spidt of crusaders, and found that these were
strange men, reckless of danger not only but reclless be-
cause they seemed to see something that made danger
worth while.”—Boston, Feb. 24, 1919,

GENERAL PERSHING:

“When thinking of their heroism, their patience under
hardships, their unflinching spirit in offensive action, I am
filled with emotion which I am wnable to express.  Their
decds are immortal, and they have earned the eternal grati-
tude of our country.”

THE PEOPLE:

“Our own brave lads, whose splendid manhood was our
sole redeeming grace abroad, come back to us with an

immeasurable wealth of human potentinlities of e and”

0y and power,"—SmNGLE TAX REVIEW, January-Febru-
ary, 1019,

The Reward?

NATIONAL GOVERNMENT:

MERICA offers you a {arm, if you will help in its mak-
ing and pay for it out of what you make out of it.
" We have a full 200,000,000 acres which may be converted
into farms either by irrigation, drainage or clearing.
“These 228,509,000 acres of cut-over land are a picture
- of desolation calealated to discourage the hardiest pioneer.
“The energy and the talent which he has been expending
for an ideal and $30 a month he can now use to make a
 home for himself.
“Enough land for a family, but not enough to make a
new draft on the labor supply.—(Gems from the Soldiers’
Land Settlement Scheme of Secretary Lane.)

THE REAL RECEPTION:

“And this s our reception, the real reception, behind the
grand stand and the futtering flags of a dav.
going to accept such a situation? Have we not residusl
manhood enough to sense the moral failure and shame, as
well as the supreme unreason, of such an epilogue to our
great Buropean adventure? "—SinGLe Tax Review, Jan-
vary-February, 1019,

Are we

CTHE CONSCIENCE OF THE NATION:
“Like a meatless hone o a dog, our national goversment
flings them the leavings of cur economic store—a preca-
‘rious footing on the very fringe of opportunity—ihe SWAmD
and the desert! "—Singre Tax Review, Jan.—Feb., 1919
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Economic Dark Lanterns at
the University of Wisconsin

N editorial appearing some time ago in the Madison

State Fournal entitled ' Plunged into the Political Mire™
described how the State Board of Pducarion on January 16,
1918, decided to allow no appointments to be made in fulure
for the University stafi-—instructional, clerical or adminisira-
tive——without its approval. As this Board represents the
State’s governor, the Iatter thus has power o make and
nonld the faculty to his political purposes.

But the transformation of thie Univer
anstery of independent and progressive intellectuals o a
mere happy h;za'mi for such job-hunting prolessors as are
considered politically harmless by the powers that prey has
not been as rapid as the Siefe Jowrmnal might lead one to
infer. I fact, il the Usiversity’s wiuch heralded pro-
gressivism of & decade ago had been {undamental, instead
of superficial, the catastraphe of 19186 could never have
occurred,

sity from a phal-

A clew to the rift within the University fute may he
discovered by a perusal of the "Survey of the University

Wiscoosin,” published by the State Board of Puliic
Affaies m 1915, Botween pages 42 and 15 of this Suwrvey
are given the fgures for lots, i the cliv of Madison, which
were sold by the University between 1830 and 1887, out
of its original site of 154 acres purchased at $135. per acee
in 1850, Al but 11 acres of this site was sold for 2 total
of §25,650, which was wsed to crect bulldings and pay
salartes and current expenses. At present the identical
parcels sold are assessed on the cily tax roll at an aggre-
gate sum of $1.575000 or sixty fimes much as the
University sold them for. Moreover, the University in
aorder to have room dor its new departments and vast
increase in studeats has been obliged o purchase sinee 1905,

contiguows to fs old site, somoe 1,400 acres of land, for
which it has paid $724 000, cxclusive of improvenient valies,

an average of §317 an acre.

o

Not only has the University foolishly wasted its origina
site values, and been muletad heavily for ity new site
purchasing Iand valucs which are chieflv the crestion of
the Tnive :

Tty's oo growth and activities, but it has
squandered its land grant, of which 4 received 300,600
acres from the United States government.  OF this grant

the buik was sold for $1.25 an acre and the act result of

the sales of this principality of rich Wisconsin soil and
forest s o present annusl income of less than §25,000.  The

Sureey compares thiz with the procesds abiained by Cornell
University from its land « crant which was, curlcusly enough,
also selected in Wiseonsin, T v selhing the timber apart from
the land and hag sdling s 300,000 acres judiciousty, Corpell
bas realized cnough 1o ot an annual income Trom its grant
of nearly $300,000, or fweniy tanes as much as 1
sity “{ Wisconsin,  South Dakota has done cven botter
than Cornell; for, afier selling off 9 000,000 worth, the
present value of s remaining State lands granted for

s Unlver-

aniversity and common school  purposes s estimated at
£35 000,000,

The rise of land values in Madison has meant a heavy
burden to [aculty and students, as well as To tazpayers,
for the former have to pay high orices for homes and
lodgings.  As Madison's population s dependent almost en-
tircly on the State offwials and the University crowd, and
as the oficials have increased in number only gradually,
the big rise in land values has been due to the University
iiself, Wb;u se student body numbered 6,705 in 1914, as com-
parcd with 3,151 e 1904; and whose gross expenditures
advanced from $861,000 to $2, 800,600 in the same decennial
periad.

Tawtion i practwally Tree at the University o State

ol

students, who pay only $24 vearly, while non-residents pay
100 more or $124; but even this latter sum represents only
about one-third of the running expenses per student,  This
cheapness in tuition in an institution of the first rank teaded
to attract ever-growing crowds of studends: o accomodate
teachers, the
expenses Tor bullding and operating grow apace, and the
consequent burden on the taxpavers was one of the chief
canses for the victory of reaction at the polls 1n 1004,
The chief financial beneficiaries of Wisconsin's Univer-
sity munificence have not been the citizens, as a whole, or
even the taxpavers, but the landowners of Madison. The
rapidly increasing land wvalues bave offset the low tuition
for s.ei.t.{{itm'«% by greatly inereasing the cost of lodgings, and
have increased the operating expenses of the University,
which im&; hmi Lo offer higher salaries to its instructors €o
balance the mounting cost of lots for homes.  To deorease
the cost of lodgings for its students the University began
the policy of building dormitories ttself, bt this merely
cast another !.z-ur,:{n on the huguw s who wers thereby
and costly bulldings of the

the newcomers, required more buidings and

forced to pay for the dear kot

new scheme without hope of any Enancial return to them-

seby
W E;IE@’ all these svimproms of the land-speculat

tion blight,
which has o Tong afflicted Madison, were so glaring as to
Capse exiensive comment by the Swrsey and are apparent
to even the casual social observer, they have apparently
nover boen noticed by any z“rla--’nahetr of the University's
faculty of political cconomy, U one judge from their public
utierzices.  In fact the conduct of the three professors of
this department most in the public eve durlog the past
decade--Flv, Adams
Letog rather than aflaminate the commpnity’s thooght on
the lond guestion, as 1 shall endesver to demonstrate by
reviewing thetr ndividual carcers.

Prof, B T, Ely came to Wisconstn tn 1892 io head the
department of political economy’, having occupled a similar
position ai mhu Hoplins' during the previous decade.  He
ara hluhu [rom Columbia in 1876 as B AL and ohialned
his Fho 13 from Heidelberg in 1879 He s well known
Ehra_;u;ﬂu‘ml the learned world by numerous published
articles and books concerning his spec “Ouilines

af BEeonomics” 15 in extepsive use as 3 fextbook m schools

and Commoeons—has been such as to

el

— —
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and colleges, while his other books treating of such popular
questions as Socialism, Trusts and Labor, have had a large
sale. Always posing as a reformer his radical utterances
on his first arrival at Wisconsin soon attracted the adverse
attention of the Trustees, and he was forced to undergo a
trial for economic heresy from which he barely escaped
with his official life. Since his acquittal, he has had no
further trouble with the watchdogs of the predatory interests,
perhaps because the latter then concluded that Prof. Elv's
so-called radicalism was really of quite a harmless sort.

In Madison it is common talk that Prof. Ely has been
seduced from the narrow path of economic truth by the
lure of the large gain which has accrued from his specula-
tions in Madison suburban lots. Yet without attempting
to excuse the culpability of a reformer for engaging in such
an antissocial operation as townsite monopoly, I believe it
easy to demonstrate from his own works that Prof. Ely's
failure to teach fundamental, instead of make-believe, re-
form at Wisconsin had been as much due to intellectual as
to moral turpitude. And for this proof one has to go no
further than his well known “OQutlines of Fconomics”
(1901 Edition), wherever it touched on the land question.

In chapter two treating of “The Factors of Production”
Prof. Ely affirins under subheading “Nature,” “It isa
peculiarity of land that its quantity cannot be increased
appreciably, and thus it is spoken of as a natural monopoly.
This seems hardly accurate. It is a limited factor, but in
the ownership or management of land there is not inevitable
tendency to monopoly.”

By the insertion of the weasel word “inevitable™ in this
affirmation, Prof. Ely conveys to the student the idea that
property in land is not amonopoly. Vet this isa direct
contradiction of the accepted definition of landed property
which, as well stated by J. E. Symes (in his “ Political
Economy ™ p. 5} is: “Such material gifts of nature as can
be monopolized.”  Thus Prof. Ely evidently restricts “mon-
opoly” to such productive property as possesses the power
of fixing the price of its product. But price-fixing is really
only @ special phase of monopoly and can only be exercised
by a few landed monopolies; like public utifities, and those
whose produgt is of such limited occurrence that its patural
supply can be corpered by one interest, such as the Anthra-
cite or Borax Trusts. Certain apparently non-landed prop-
erties may also posscss the power of price-fidng, like the
Standard Oi Company or the Beef Trusi; but if these be
investigated their permanent power will be found to rest
in every case upon some ownership or alliance with the only
legal monopolies: those of land ownership and patent rights.
The monopoly in ordinary landed property “whose output is
fixed in price in a competitive market,” consists in the
exclusive right to some natural or social advantage in pro-
duction inherent in the land itself; due to location in the
case of urban or public utility land or to geological and
chimatic causes in the case of mineral, forest and farming
fand.

Lacking a clear notion of what the power of monopoly

really is and confusing it with its merely subsidiary {eature
of price-fixing, Prof. Elv has built up on this false foundation
a vast superstructure of “humanitarian” economics. He
would regulate this monopoly and publicly own that one;
he would restrict one set of predatory interests by law and
try to offset another by seme powerful opposition like a
labor union.  His ideas have been the basis of the Wisconsin
"progressivism” of the past fifteen years, and the chief
practical result has been such unbridled public extrav-
agance-—not only at the University but everywhere—that
the disgusted and overburdened taxpayers rose both in
1914 and 1916 and repadiated the Progressive Party at the
polls,

Before leaving Prof. Ely T will quate his comments on
the Single Tax on p. 366 of the “Outlines’’:

" He (George) proposes that the States shall take the pure
economic rent of land and thinks that will abslish poverty,

Tt might prevent people who do not care to use the land

from keeping land away from those whe wasi to use it
but Low it would bring about all the predicted blessings it
is difficult for most people to understand.  With the best
will and with every desire to be unprejudiced, the writer
has never yet seen how pure economic rent of agricultural
land can be separated from the annual value of the improve-
ments on and in the land. Apart from all this, the con-
fiscation of rent, or even if it be called by so gentle a name as
appropriation of rent, by the public, without compensation
to present owners will never, in the writer’s opinion, appeal
to the conscience of the American public as o just thing.
Abstract reasoning based on natural rights will not convines
a medern nation. [t is but asother illustration of the
danger of reasoning based on natural richts,”

“It is easy 1n cities to separate pure economic rent from
rent for improvements, and it is done a thonsand times a
day. The principal evils of private land-holding are seen
in cities, and the objections to land nationalization do not
wholly apply to land municipalization, Many will favor
the latter who reject the forimer, but even in this matter one
should proceed couticusly. No confiscation or thought of
confiscation should for a moment be tolerated, but if
great and expensive changes are desired the burden should
be diffused thoughout the community equitably by means
of inheritance taxes and other taxes.”

For lack of space I will not attempt to more than briefly
comment on the two quoted paragraphs, whose italics are
mine. Prof. Ely m his second senfence thinks it of no
importance that the Single Tax wouid prevent land spec-
ulation, and he thereby exhibits his dense ignorance of
practical economics, for it is land speculation and that
alone which lowers prematurely ihe margin of cultivation
and tends consistently 1o depress wages. If Prof. Elv has
found no way of separating the land and improvement
values of farms, he needs to study the assessment svsiem
of Western Canada and Australia where this separation is
a mere routine of operation. In his attempt to discredit
natural rights as a basis for reasoning, Prof. Ely nnwittingly,
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acaibtless, leaves the ranks of the scientisis, who found all
their reasoning on the facts of nature, and ranges himself
with the metaphysicians and theslogians whe delight in the
natural as a basis for their svllogisms.

imaginary and supe
Any nation which cannot be convianced by scientifie reason-
ing may perhaps be pious but certainly has no just claim o
be dubbed “modern.”

in the second paragraph I have italicized “wholly” and
“eantiously” as characteristic examples of the 'w-ezvsel words
with which the orthodox texthooks (liitil‘[ﬂ to befop the
mind of the earnest student of ecconomics.  Tn lanne hing
the familiar “confiscation” bugaboo asa Parthian shalt, Prod,

by performs the usual stunt of anti-Single Taxers. It is
curious that such atender conscience as to the “rights’ of the
land speculators should never use the ugly word “eonfis-
cation” when referring to the plander they are constantly
gathering from the - victims who have to use their land.  Can
it be that the
harons Toses its taint when once salely lodged within their

toot gathered by our modern and iegal rohher

» and therealter can only be treated as stainless
property,” whose very serutiny would

strong boxes
and inviclate
sacrilege?

In considering Prol. T. 5. Adams, one of Prof, Ely's
assistants at Wisconsin between 1901 and 1910, and 1911
and 1915, we have a man some twenty years younger than
his chief and of much less celebrity and originality, He
cbtained s B. A and Ph. DL degrees at Johs Hopking’
and had spent a year In U, 3. Censas Office and another
with the Peansylvania R. R, before arriving at Wisconsin,
From 19i0-i1 he was professor of politieal economy at
Washington University, from 1904-08 he was expert on the
Wisconsin State Tay {_.,mn.m]e;ss!uh, and {rom 1911 1o 1915
he was chicf of ihe Commission besides resuming his pro-
fessorship at Madison. He is the author of several books
on taxation and labor problems and recently Telt Wisconsin
to become professor of political cconemy at an Fastern
college

In Prof. Adams we have a man who may be considered as
a mistletoe who has deawn 2l his inteliectual sap {rom the
oaks of his distinguished chisl, A glutton at higtires and

statistics, he has a mind which sees plenty of trees but never
the foresi. When tax commissioner he reveled in the
tstallation of the new State jncome fax, without even
pausing before plunging in to consider where he was soing
ioswirn.,  He might have casily percelvesd from the most
cursery soruting that an income tax s a Toohish tax for a
State. Whatever its merits as a tax, its proper collection
can only be assured by making it 2 natianal affair, otherwise
the best feathered birds will fly away 1o roost eleewhere and
the State, however it strives, will never coliect any toll
from their plama
However, the ¢

e
rowning achicvement of Prof, Adams was
not Bis sivenuous oursuli of income fax ded ivers, but had te
do witly the asse ssments of nor l.lu.‘,m ’W!%{{m
m"lgm;zlly of vast f
CUL Gver angd

sin, Composed

has 1o do with the |

settlement on these denuded lands now hd d by spec ;1;1t-:>.f5.

For some years 2 pumber of county taxation boards had
found 11 wise to assess improvements at a lesser rate than
tared values, the change resulting in increased development
by :“«.cif_l{:z":s. But this was before the advent of Prof, Adams
as tax commissioner; for directly he heard of this practice
ke ordered the county boards to discontinue it as a gross
violation of the law regarding the equality of all kinds of
property as a base for assessing the general property tax,
How different, both from the standpoint of conmunon sense
and practical benefit, was Prod. Adam’s ruling from the
action of the late Mayor Pastoriza of Houston on the same
gpuestios !

Little peed be
Comunons, as his carcer was Tilly ventilared in 1915 in
connection with his failure 1o sign the majority repore of
the U 5, Commission on Industrial Relations of which he
was o member. He was bore in 1862 snd s thus midway
in age hetween Professors By and Adarns and, while he
studicd at John Hopking for two vears under Prof, If Iy, he
took his A B, and A, M. degrees from Oberlin in 1890, As
clever & writer as his chicf, he is a clearer thinker and several
i‘n his published books, such as ¥ The Distribution of Wealth,"”

“Sociat Reform and the Charch,” © Trade Unfoniam and Tm-
wigrants,” have been landmarks in their ficlds.  In the nine-
ties Prof. Comimons was an i")l.lttép("!{ﬁ%} radical reformer and
this attitude inally ended in his cjection from his professor-
ship at Syracuse University in 1899, as a"socialist,” by the
Board of Truastees, of which John D. Archbold, o director of
the Standard Oil Company, was then president.

After leaving Svracuse, Prof. Commons spent %ﬁ"ﬁr’ﬁ
years as expert for the Industrial Commission and the Clivic
Federation, and in 1904 was called to Wisconsin to help
Prof, Ely. Since bis arvival at Madison, Prof. Commons
has soft-pedaled his reform arigs and consequently has had
no more trouble with mililonaive sducators,  Apd whatever
the reason for this mew pussyvioot policy, whether because
sick of martyrdom or because really convinced that the
regulite-everything system of Elviam is superior to ecnn-
swedom, 16 has proved extremely profitable to him in
Fova decade he has heen constantly

said here about the case of Prof. John R,

OFHT i1
both fame and monev.
in demand by both political pariies as 2 member of important
State and national commissions, and he thereby has heen
able 10 earn large fees 1o supplement his handsome salary
as university professor. Though Prol, Commens is still a
nominal adherent of the Single Tashis action nrepudiating
the majonty report of the g]l{lii%ii’l i Commission, whose
s the land value tax, places him in the class of
false friends to the coause,

In copcluding this article on the Wiseonsin University,
Ido not wish to leave the impression that 1 consider is
economic department as peculiar in its lack of umination:
for, tdeed. it s one of the highest among Awmerican colleges
I anyone doubts this statement, Jor him attend an annual
mecting of the American Feonomic Association (which in-
cludes as memlers nearly all college teachers of sconomics
and scarcely anvone else), and compare the papers there
presented-—with thetr tangle of irrelevant staiistics, their

backbone w

|
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hairsplitting over trivialities and their befogging of any-
thing regarding economic justice—with the interesting and
relatively frank hooks of Professors Commons or Ely.
No! the problem of making our college departinents of
political economy as fearless in their utterance of scientific
truth as those of physics or engineering lies deeper than even
their release from the interference of dishonest politicians,
or bigoted trustees on the outlook for economic heresy
though of course this release is a first step for any attempt
atreform. At present the teachers of economics are gener-
ally pure theorists, who have graduated direct from their
studies into teaching and know nothing of those economic
struggles of humanity which go on bevond the wails of the
coliege cloister. They must have comfortable houses,
elaborate meals and artistic surroundings as a sine gia ron
of their lives; they naturally have as social friends many of
the privileged and even predatory class, and often ind them
decent and law-abiding in their family relations, The
cause of the oppressed masses, as advocated by such authors
as Henry George, thus finds little response among such
college teachers, for it seems too far away to be real or
important; its espousal would certainly be troublesome and
might even lead to ejection from their only means of gaining
a livelihood worth having. But when economic students
must prepare by a practical apprenticeship, and gain their
living by manual and mental labor, in various factories and
businesses before starting to teach we shall then see as
great a change in cur college departments of economics as
occurred mm those of engineering when the original pure
theorists were replaced as professors by successful practi-
tioners. Our American economic professors are now closely
akin in training to the native engineers of Spanish America.
The latter are scions of the feudal aristocracy and conse-
quently carry out in their engineering course all the peculiar
caste ideas of their jamilies regarding the degradation of
manual labor.  As such branches of engineering as mechan-
ical or mining cannot be mastered except by the practice of
much dirty and disagreeable manual Iabor, the Spanish
youth never get beyond the hopelessly incompetent stage in
these professions. lo civil engineering in which work can
be done by only learning the cleanly roles of the dranghts-
man and surveyor, the young aristocrats do better,but even
here their iear of personal contact with the raw material
and the oily machmery of engineering are such handicaps
to practical achievement that nearly all such work in
Spanish countries is entirely dependent on the foreign expert
for its accomplishment. RoserT B. BriNsmapu,

John Z. White’s Lecture Tour.

URING the months of February and March, Mr. John

Z. White has addressed audiences in Worcester, Mass.,
Providence, R. 1., Steubenville, Ohio, Akron, Ohio, Day-
ton, Ohio, Logansport and Bloomington, Ind., and in cities
and towns n Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Kansas, On
April 8th he will speak in Kansas City, Kansas, and on
April 14th in Jeflerson City, Mo,

Our Washington Letter

NCE more it is quiet along the Potomac,  The Capito!

on the hill is deserted. The vaulied halls of congress
no longer echo to the outbarsts of furious oratory, as the
War Congress passed into history in a maze of puerile bick-
erings.  'Words—words—words.”

Here are some of the bills left in the clogged Commitiee
rooms: The Lill to open the land to the soldiers, all recon-
struction measures; the appropriations to look after the
employment of the returned soldiers and idle men. They
even failed to provide money to clean the streets of Wash-
ington and to keep the night schools open.  And yet many
of these sarne briiliant statesmen are afraid to let the people
enact their own laws.

Here is a high-ceilinged, luxuriously furnished apartment
in the Senate Office building. The sunlight is reflected from
the huge polished table, around which is seated a group of
weli-dressed men, pospous, nonchalant, At the head of
the table is a prosperous individual speaking in a drawling,
confident tone. The government, by the way, is investi-
gating the ''Packers.”

“And what,” asked one of the senators politely, s this
item of nine million dellars in your estimated cost of pro-
duction?”

“That is our income and excess profit tax.”

"“And vou figure that as a production charge and add it
to the price of the product?™

“Most certainly,” and the witness smiled, and the sen-
ators iooked at each other knowingly, and also smiled.

Is any further comment needed?

All the daily papers of Washington carried this “ad” a
few days ago.

Y Miilions can and will be made in the next few years
on properties now offered for sale.  To buy at pre-war
prices means that you get the increment in vour land
of 359, increase in population—73 to 1009 increase
in the buying power of the Washington public.”

The goverument clerks in Washingten, after an almost
fite and death struggle suceeeded in getting a 209 salary
increase from Congress. It does not require deep study
to see where the greater bulk of this increased pay is going.

About the time the Washington public was being edified
by this atiraciive “ad,”” William Kent, of the U. S, Tariff
Commission, made a speech that should be read along with
the "ad.”” This is a quotation [rom it:

“The City of Washington is merely the seat of the
Federal Government., Siace the time of its founder
it has been the subject of land speculation. For well
over a hiundred years successive generations of specu-
lators have carried away the procesds derived from
the needs of others and there seems no end of the story.
Fet us suppose the fee-simple title had never been
granted in the City of Washington., The accruing
rentals would have built the sireets, provided every
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modern convenience and the people would have paid
in ground rent not a tenth of what is now being paid.”

A few weeks ago the Association of American Bankers
met in Washingion, After careful deliberation thev de-
cided that farm tenancy was the greatest menace 1o Amer-
ica and urged all Americans o own their own home.

I learned from Walter Swanton of the U 5. Reclamation
Service that over 1,000 Jetters a day are reccived from
seldiers looking for land.

There is undoubtedly plenty of land. Millions of people
are looking Tor fand. Why don't the fandless man and the
mantess land connect?  The Bankers eould have answered
i Becauwse the land s beld for gambling purposes.  Tax
the tand sut of the hands of the speculators, and the soldier
can get zil the land he needs, farm tenancy will cease, and
this ever present menace o American institutions will be
removed forever,

.
Notable Action of Governors
and Mayors at Washington
FAVOR THE TAXKATION OF TDLE LANDS,

1 OS5 of our readers have read the lengthy press de-
spatches detalling the proceedings of the Conference
of Governors and Mayors at Washington, on March 3, 4
and 5. Vet there was no mention of the most notable
action taken by that convention which arose over a resolu-
tion presented by the Mavor of Lyvon, Mass., Walter H,

Creamer.,

This resolution proposed that the convention recomimend
io the States the taxation of all idle land or natural wealth
held ont of use for speculation, and thai the money so ob-
tatned De wsed for a4 permaneat fund to solve the labor

problem.  This resolution occasioned the most interesting
and hardest fought debate of any of the sessions.  Mavor
Creamer and Councilman R, | Wheeler, of Allentown, Pa.,
led the fght for ihe resolutions. The opponents of the
measire clalmed that it was a violation of the constitution,
to which it was retoried thar the Southern ohild labor ex-
ploiters wsed the same argument.

When the smoke of the battle clearcd away it was found
that the friends of the resolution had won by the substantial
victory of 32 o 16,

The letter addressed by New York Single Taxers to this
conference and whick is printed on another page, was in
the pockets of cach of these Governors, and may not have
been without its influcnce. Be that as it may, the victory
s a notable one, showing how more profoundly than we

suspect the radical agitation of the new movement among
Single Taxers 1s influencing official apinicn.
Congratulations to Mavor Creamer!
Chir readers sre urged 1o send us news of tmpertance
from their localities, and all newspaper clippings which
may be pertinent.

News From Manvy States.

L aryrornia.— There is no paritcular news 0 report from
Caltfornia. There will e no halt, however, in the cam-
paign for the Great Adventure.  Mrs, Griffes, Mrs. Lona
Ingham Rebinson, and others associated with Luke North,
will continue the work., A memorial number of Feervingn
g in preparation. It will contaln many of the poesthamous
writings of Morth, with iributes to the dend leader from his
friends throwghout the country, The Great Adventure
Weekly will be continued.

There seems 10 have been some misundersianding as to
what Gerrit Johnson advocated in the latter printed in the
fast number of the Siwcre Tax Roview., Mr. Johoson's
proposal is that those who want a loeal option amendment
on the ballot should go ahead and get it, while those who
want 2 measure for stralght Single Tax should do the same,
We are pot prepared to say ihat this s nob entirely practi-
cable. But as o " get together” measure it seems W0 possess
difficulties pecuharly its own.

The following officers have been elected by the Single
Tax League of Los Angeles: President, Walier Gould
Lincola; First Vice-President, Mrs, Anna George DeMille;
Second Vice-President, John . Abramson; Secretary, Pal-
miyra Presley; Treasures, R E, Chadwick; Exccurive Com-
mittee, Willlam DleMille, Dasid Woodhead, Frank Bode.
The League bas an office at 208 American Bank Bualding,
Los Angeles, Cal., which 15 in charge of the Executive Sec-
retary, William F. Lusk.

Conwpericyt.—A bill drawn by €. M. Gallup has been
presenied 1 the legislature by Representative Joseph R,
Carroll, of Norfolk. 1t provides as follows:

“Secriow 1. All property other than land, taxable as
part of anv grand bst to be perfected as of Oct. 1, 1920,
sholl he set in said list at eighty per cent. of the then true
valne.  Said cighiy per cent. shall be reduced in value
one-fourih as of Oct. 1, 1921, and ene-half as of Oce. 1, 1922,
three-fourths as of Get. 1, 1923 apd climinared as of Oct, 1,
1924,

Srenign 20 No o land excepting that belonging to the
Umited States, the Staie of Connecticut, or a subdivision
thereof, shall be exempt from taxation after Oer. 1, 102477

1L {*m‘nmiliee

Single Taxers appeared before the leg
in advoecaey of the measure,  The press gives the following
report of the hean

L5340

PWe're after the land shark, commonly known as the
ground hog, who sits on the fand and holds 1, John Calrns
of Manchester declared.  ""There are two olasses of people
whe are opposed to thiz bill: the land shark, whoe hnows
what he's doing, and the farmer, who doesn’t vel undersiand
that 1t's really his butldings and ait his improvements that
he's taxed on now,  Under our present system, we tax dogs
a8 a nuisance, and we tax private improvements of all kinds
for every man, woman and child in the community,

“Why ask the soldiers to clenn up the wasie lands of
Forida or the MNorthwest, whea we have millions of acres
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of arable land going to waste right here ot home,” he con-
iinn{‘d

“There are so many excmptions under the prese
tem that it can h AVE 110 ml ar “ﬂm_‘i than to protect monop-
(m' and private intere said C. L. Wissell of Harwinion,

“We must subsiiiule a fair foy rii(m 1 to prevent out-
breaks of Boishe \'l%i;t here, We got political equality in
1776510 time now that we had economic equality. Access
to the land must be restored on an equal basis.”

Selectman Raoul 1Y Arche of Hartford said there wore
4,900 acres of unimproved lots in Hariford that were p LYIng
2i per oent, of all the taxes of the city, while 6,200 2
improved land were paving 44 per cent.  One hundr é:{! and
forty-two factorics paid 6 per eent. of all the taxes, and
1 468 stores, 43 per ce i, I a manufaciurer builds a {ac-
tary in ILtrUupd, he's soaked for it H he cquips it with
machinery, be’s punished by taxation,” he declared.

“I New England is (o maintain ite presenl place in the
commercial ;m(‘ industrial world, we ;msi malke the most
effective use of our naiural rescurces,”” C. M. Galiup of
West Hartford, asserted.  “These resources are warer-
power, tidewater transportatrion and the seil.  All are handi-
capped by the =pw‘uhin‘e holding of property. If Con-
necticut ls to hold ity place, some reliel from this must be
granted.”

Representative Maurice E. Miner of Plymowth, expressed
the hope that the commitiee would nud\ hw spuestion
thoroughly,

‘«U

Mrcuicanw.~A general effort is being made in Michizan
to induce builders to erect moderate priced homes for the
wage working class; but thus far the principal effeet has
been the siffening of the market price for the sites.

Nearly a thousand farmers lstened to an able address by
Louis Wallis, of Chicage, at the recent Farmers' Week in
Lansing., when he spoke on “ The Farmers’ Business Prob-
R Mr. Wallis held the ciose attention of Wis audience
for the better part of an hour, and 2t its conclusion he was

arnly congratulated for the new an
of a problem with so many angles that the simple solution
13 often lost sight of.

d instroctive vicwpoint

Judson Grenell, secretary of the Michigan Sile Value Tox
Leagne, has written a brochure on “ What Michican Women
Shoutd Enow About Voting,” addrossed to the 606,800 now
women voters of the State, It deals with cconomic prob-
lems, amonyg them the problem of taxaiion taking o promi-
nent place.  In 20,000 words 15 condensed the main foatures
of the science of pobiical economy, and the worman voter is
advised to stick to sound economdc principles in picking
andidates and deaiding on principles.  She is cuutioned
against putting much faith 10 party “labels)” most of which
today are meaningless.  Several daily papers in Michigan
have published the brochure in full. It has been put in
pamphiet {orm and =ells for 23 cents,

The Mickigan Former, the old
agricultural weekly newspaper m Michigan, has opened s
columns to the discussion of the taxaton prebiem.  Sgveral
articles for and against the Single Tax have already appeared
apd more arve promised, with additional etiers from Farmer

est and most conservaiive

readers.,

New Jrrsev.—~A bill has been introduced in the legisla-
ture by Assemblyman MeGill, and a public hearing was held
on March 10, This 45 the bill fathered by the Manufac-
turers and Merchanis Taxation League. It provides that
the following propertics shall be exempt from taxation, to
wit

L. AL buildings, structures and improvements on or in
land.

Z. Al tools, implements and machinery; also all rew ma-
tertal, goods in process of manufaciure and finished goods.

3. Al goods and merchandise in storage or owned or
held by merchanis for sale.

4. Al howsehold goods and personal effects.

5. All wagons, motor trucks, farm machinery and tools.

6. All horses, eatile, lve stock and agricaitural products
of every kind.

MNew Yorx—At & meeting of the New YVork Single Tas
Party a committec to study the legal requirements for the
November elections was appointed.  The members of this
committes are Mes Fowles, Morine, Burger, Bastida

and Chodoroy.

It 1s proposed 1o nominate by petition as many candidates
for the State Assembly as is found feasibie, and a candidate
for President of the Board of Aldermen.  In almost every
Assembly Detrict less than one thovsand signatures 1o the
nominating petition are required, and in some districts
few as Tour hundred are sufficlent to place the Single Tax
candidate on the official balfot. This means that about
fifty dollars will be the cost to the Party of having the City
of New York print the legend “Single Tax™ on the ballots
presented to the volers of any one district, usnally about
15,600, Thisis, at least, very nexpensive and very forceful
propaganda—to say nothing about the newspaper notices
that political acticn alwavs secures.

It must be conceded by every Single Taxer that the elec-
tion of one candidate for the Srate Assembly on an out-and-
aut Bingle Tax platform will do more to advance the cause
than tons of literature a.zad innumerable lectures.  Buteven
the placing of Sing “ax candidates names on the official
Lallot ds sufficient to arcuse ) st in the Yand guestion
and io foree sste into politics, where it must eventually
hs- if ihe i

ingle Vax is (¢ become a reality,

The Varty will place as manpy candidates in the field as
the law and funds allow. It calls upon all Siogle Taxers in
New York City to attend the meetings on Saturday, April
6, to henr and discuss the report of the committee,

COuio.—The Supreme Court hias invalidated the classif-
cation tax amendment, adopted by 38,000 majority, The
court was clearly right; for this amendment repealed the old
nrovision in the constitution, whereas ancther amendment
adopted Dy more than 160000 majority, re-enacted it
The incident has served to excite mirth at the old-time tax-
On account of this fageo, the Obio Siagle
sston of the legisla-

Law tinkerers,
Taxers cannot press their bill at this se
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ture, to put land in a class by itsell without any Hmitation
5 with
5. Fhe land speculaters supporied classi-

on the tax rate, and other properiy in varions olus:

only nominal rate

fication at the last clection because the Ohio Chamber of
Commerce assured them Eimi it would result in relsing more
TEVEIE r the burden on -

Iemediately afrer eloction, 1h1~ wits mI miitad to !w SR ST

“yvithont Iner

ard an agitation was at once started !
in cities and for inheritance, incon
taxes for the State.  Ti iz pro
lators will fight classification whea it is ag
the people.

Staie Benator Willizw Agnew 1= 1o introd
State Legislature soon in the in
mermbers of the Ohio Site Value
venption of Single Taxers in Cleoveland.

The proposed bill will elassify and buildings,
Be[AT from land, and will provide 2 low fax rate =0
that the land will }}LJJ‘; the larger part of the burden, said
H. P. Bovolon, member of the §

President J. 5. Mclean and Secretary W, |
both of Columbus, were among the speake
Vance Cooke read selections from his poems.

vy uazsfmwb; e
e, 'LEzsf';‘e-:-fm“z:, the specu-
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»a Bl in the
'ﬁ'z:i,x, e (old
Al a con-

& mriv
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s eommadili

Bagle,

:nkamp,
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Oxrasoms —There has been o gradeaied band tax amend-
ment to ihe consiltution before
Statehood.  On February 5 this measure |

dature since
¢ the house

3

of representatives and now goes to the sonnto. Tt js de-

The amendment
s of the homestead or
‘55 léiii 5 et

rovices

signed o abolish excessive landholding
declares that “landheldings in ox

home allotment is got a ':m‘ ural 1
and protected privilege.” It the

gally acquired

ST

ed for tas

r the {ollowing

“TFor cach one doliar of valuation as as
on the ad valorem basis 1 the preceedin
schedule

“One mill where such oxcess does not pxeced 320 acres,
"Two mills where such excess exceeds 320 aeres wnd does
not exceed 1280 acees.
" Five mills for such exrees exee eding 1,280 o
exceeding 1,920 acres.
“Ten mills on such o
e‘zcvmlim‘f ‘2.5ﬁ(> neres,

= cxceeding 1920 acres

not excer ,dmg{ 3 )f,(; arres.

“Twenty mills on such excess over 0 acres,  Provided
Fhut land of the assessed valuation of 816,000 may be crod-
ted to the owrnier in lien of the 320 neres herein provided for,
nor shall the same apply to grazing land anht for cultivation.

This bill i ﬂiii»puk{u!v aimed by its proponests at che

“land barons

Camphelt Bassell, former member of the
2enate gnd now of the COFPOTATION COX
chief advocate, s p
sentatives iz an 2 Lml.
cation et
which

ion, has been 1
through the house of repre-
of its final sy It an indi-
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enuc: and lastly the great revolution in Russia under the
promise of “Land and Liberty,” its aim, let us hope, only
temporarily perverted by the vagaries of Boishevism—all
of these happenings enconrage Single Taxers to believe that
their vision of “The Land for the People” is being realized
by the event.

Single Taxers maintain that the Land CQuiestion is the
fundamental question—by which statement they mean that
everyone has a common right to share in that vast appanage
and aceompaniment of civilization known as ground rent,
and that no individual or class has a rightful claim to any
part of this vast fund as his own property, any legal titie
to the contrary notwithstanding. Correlatively, Single
Tasxers say that the best land (meaning the best locations
and the best natural opportunities of all kinds) which is
found to be free of ground rent at the margin of production
may by right be entered upon for ocoupation and use, sub-
ject to the payment to the community of ground rent when-
ever such ground rent appears. This is =& proposition
known as the Single Tax. 1t is seen that it will destroy
privilege; for the tribute now levied on landowners for the
use of their land will, when ground rent is appropriated,
cease to enrich them at the expense of labor. It will make
labor and industry free; for the taxes which fall so heavily
on consumers through the exactions now placed in a dozen,
nay a hundred forms, on production and exchange, will
disappear; and if the producer of wealth be called on 1n a
crisis to contribute from the products of his labor to the
Mational defence it will not be for the purpose of relieving
the owners of land of the rent due to them from the State,
nor for the purpose of establishing privilege and monopoly
to lay heavy burdens on the shoulders of the poor.

So that the entire natural earnings of labor will belong to
and accrue to the laborer, at the same time that land mon-
opoly will have received its death blow. At present what
is the value to the average man of the multiplied production
accomplished by the wonders of science, skill and organiza-
tion when after all his exertions he obtains no more of the
fruits of this environing civilization than a bare hving?
Is it reasonable to expect that he will forever remain the
bond-slave of the landowner? Let bigoted conservatives
beware lest they continue the present system too long.
Throughout the world today privilege is under the keenest
criticiem, and already in cataclysms of hatred and revenge
the expropriated have overturned the pillars of State, even
though these were buttressed with all the sanctions of the
Church and the courts, armies, navies, the police, diplomacy,
the press and the stock exchange.

To what end were every reform, every revelution, if the
common heritage of mankind (the land and natural powers
of the earth) be not set free?  Useless the straggle, negative
the results.  The private appropriation of ground rent is the
incubue that may destroy the civilized world, But free
fand means free men,  With a just disiribution of the things
that labor creates, the cause of the present political and
economic crisis will be removed. Therefore at this time
when we would make the world safe for democracy, we must

disregard all minor efforts at reform and go 0 the root of
the problem. There is a deeper malady in the body of
labor than the feverish fluctuation of wages. Trade union-
ism has proved a futile makeshift, 5t rikes are inefiective.
Poverty stll persists and poverty is the dangerously deep
cancer that must be removed and eradicated hefore haman-
ity can be permanently happy. If we would appease and
swiltly cure the present dangerous discontent we must
boldly apply the sufficient remedy. Let our “reconstruc-
tion”’ begin at home and now.

The Single Tax Party calls the attention of the national
administration and of Congress to the pressing necessity of
providing land for the homes and farms of our returning
soldiers. It is opposed to any and all schemes of Iand pur-
chase—for these but fortify the present imiguitous system
of taxation and land tenure. It demands a more extended -
application of the U. S. income tax law, so 28 o levy a
heavier tax on incomes derived from ground reat of any
sort or nature, including the Tatent, potential or uncollected
income of unused land. By this means a vast gquantity of
favorably located land would be easily available for the
occupation and use of cur soldiers, and these latter wouid
a0t have to be exiled to distant territory of dpubrful natural
value and tied down to long years of toil for hondholders
and money lenders, as proposed in the unbalanced scheme
of the Secretary of the Interior.

The Single Tax Party suggesis 10 the friends of Russia

- the timeliness of proposing the introduction of the Single

Tax in that country—whereby the Russian people would
be assured of their ideal of *‘Land and Liberty,” and funds
be made availabie for the orderly payment of the national
debt and the rehabilitation of industry and the national hife.

The Peace Congress at Versailles might well eonsider the
feasibility of deriving revenuc for the support of an
International League of Nations (including the forces on
sea and land necessary for this purpose), froma special tax
on ground rent. OUne hundred and fifty years ago in the
same Palace of Versaliles the smpot unique (0% Single Tax)
was advocated by Quespay and the Physiocrats.,

The Single Tax Party calls on the common people of
our country to rouse themselves. Rally to a party that
secks nothing in the way of office and preferment; that
would add to its numbers for the influence its increasing
vote would have on the common thought.  The Single Tax
Party wmales its appeal to lovers of their country, feeling
that vigilance is needed at this e to protect us from the
possibilities of civil strife, Tf there is another party which
has a remedy sufficient to deal with so immtient a menace,
where 1s it?

At this present unparalled juncture, when the cross-
roads of destiny seem (o be meeting for the marking out
of a new way, it is no leap in the dark that we upholders
of peace and democracy now muke. A great light shines
ahead. It is the light of liberty and fair-mindedness, of
hrotherhood and justice. Tt pelnts the way 1o the righting
of wrongs—to the securing to labor and indusiry of their
just rewards. Riders on the backs of those who toil should
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May we also express our conviction that in the unseitled
state of the world, Americe is not likely to escape the conse-
quences of that uprest which in so many countries is devel-
oping into the strange form of disintegration we call Bol-
shevism. 1t is in line with a true conservatism {0 oppose
to these dangerous tendencies a rational plan of construction
and reconstraction.  Such a plan has been indicated in the
teachings of Henry George with which it is presumed eda-
cated men in public life are familiar.

By the adoption of this plan, it scems to us, we shall
escape the catastrophe that present conditions may evoke.
By the exercise of the taxing power we may bring into use
the land now held out of use, thus providing epportunities
of employment for the involuntary unempleyed, increasing
encrmously the total sum of weslth preduction, and reliev-
ing industry of the double burden imposed by the exactions
of land monepoly and the multitude of stupid and vexations
taxes,

You who have tried to lead the Amercan people into
higher channels of thought will, we believe, consider that
the time is ripe for the consideration of the land question.
There can be no more timely occasion on which to draw
public attention to the land question than at this gathering
of the Governors of States, that they may go back to their
desks in the State capitals with a new and awakened sense
of responsibility to their constituents, and a realization of
the intimate conpection between the problems of labor and
business and the idle acres of their States,

Josprs Da MILLER,

Chalrman BExecutive Committee of the Single

Tax Party, of the State of New York,

Memorial Meeting to
Luke North in Philadelphia,

WELL attended memorial medting was held at the

- Liberad League on Girard Ave. near 9th 5t, Phia-
deiphia, Sunday, March 2nd, 1919, to honor the ke Luke
Morth, leader of the Great Adventure movement for the
Single Tax in California.  Eloguent and appropriate ad-
dresses were made by Wilham Ross, Harry Hetzel and Leo
W. Marks, Additionat appreciative remarks were made
by Messrs, Guerrara, Mulholland and Goldsmith, The
chief points noted by the various speakers in commenting
upon the deperted leader’s greal service in the cause, were
his individual devotion, his inspirational
unconquerable hopefulness,  His magnif
the innite goodness of mankind, his rel

power, and s

ent confidence in

e upon their
responsiveness to appeals 1o the noblest tdeals, and his mod-
esty as to his own contribution to the cause were adverted
te. Sincere tributes 1o bis unquestioned importance in
the great crusade which resulted in the unprecedented vote
tor the Single Tax in California were made by th

pen touch with s Ipesistable swaying force, Its capacity
for keen analysis, deft, alert, tocisive, flashing now with wit

alluring, and captivating with iIs varying charm and then
with merciless swiftness and certainty of stroke “as though
with scimiter of Saladin armed” was error and {reachery
put to flighi. His was a poetic soul.  He wrote and sung
as he wrote. His genius was cvangelistic. e caught
the overlocked, and rapt one’s attention, until the common-
place sordidness of daily life became a hideous thing. He
quickened the vision of men to perception of the tragedies,
as thus:

“There are starving children across the street!  There
are broken, weary, anxious, homeless, mortgaged people
beneath the windows of every snug home and millionaire’s
palace in New York, Chicago, and Los Angeles in a Land of
Plenty! ““Where the unused land and natural opportunites
for a Lillion people are keld cway from sixty miiliens in wanil
miilions

“Everywhere millions and millions of idle acres
of people huddled in stums! What a smug lie it is to say
they would rather stay there than go to work on the land,
than build a home on a lot! What a transparent lies while
thousands of land sharks make fat lvings by selling and
g installments on lots and acres!”

foreciosty

“School children cultivate speculators’ idie lots!”

How this great injustice harrowed his soull Do you
el that Luke fought? s fine chivalry found here
the great offence. So putting aside the things, that, in
happier times, he would have loved to do, he threw himself
into the fray for the children's sake. Of course he did not
He burned too intensely.  And though he knew
this, he never faltered, He willingly, ave, joyluliy paid
the price. How jovously he sang even while the call to
g0 was sounding.

may

last long.

' These are the darting hours of history!  New! when
the crowd is swake, and resdy for stupendous things!. ...
This, the bour of warld changes!”

Luke North sieeps! The words moest fitting are those
the Master spoke of his ancient kinsman in spirit, Moses:

“lLeader and Servant of Menl ... Toiler toward the
promised land seen only by the eve of faith! Type of the
high souds who in every age have given to earth 1ts heroes
and its muriyrs, whose deeds are the precious pos
of the race, whose memories are 1ts sacred heritage.”’

S1ons

AR

“We sometimes read of men facing death with a smiling
countenance, but did vou ever know of any one who looked
with a smiling face on his own tax Dill? The resentment
toward taxation 5 a heritage of the days when a tax was
very largely a robbery of the lowly for the beneft of the
great.  We have not vet escaped from the inflaence upon
the minds of our ancestors of the acts of princes and lords
of feudal times who compelled tribute wholly cut of pro-
portion to the means of the people or the rewards which

wr

came to them by reason of government.”
' ~PMew Vork State Comptioiler Travis,

Ter Review represents the movement militant, the
Single Tax wilhout subterfuge or oo _cealment. Help us

to extend the message.
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Are Progressive Real Estate
Men Beginning to See the Light?
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A'%" CANTIDA, o widely cirenlated, profusely ustrated
and ably conducted weekly peblished 1n Buenos Aives,
containg ia three recent issues which have reached us, vig
orous editorizls upon the Siagle Tax, as plilosophy and
hseal tem. They are {1 by f.,(mqt icte 0 Vigll,
one of the cleazest L sanest, as well as most
prpular writers on soclal questions in South America,
The remarkable Single Tax initiatives recorded from time
to time in our references to the Argentine may be largely
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We suspect more than o mere shetorical Hourish in the
S The dden srust

closing words of Dr. Silveira's address:
trinmph, for Democracy must prevail.”  Is South America,
with its less stereotyped political ereed, to learn before we
do that the sign and substance of renl democracy is eco-
nomic justice?

What public interest s served by our prese
placing the burden of taxation more lightly upon the inade-
guate use of land than upon the adequate use of Tand?

nt system of

New Jersey Single Taxers
For a National Convention

MARK M, DINTENIASS
NOMINATED FOR GOVERNOR

MEETING of the State Committer of the Single Tax
farty of New Jersey took place Saturday afrernoon,
March 20th, at the Hotel Robert Treat, in Newark.

There were several resolutions adopted by the meeting,
Following is a portion of one of these which after some
debate was passed unanimously:

RESOLVED, That we, the members of the State Com-
mittee of the Single Tax Party of New Jersey, in meeting
assembled at the City of Newark, New Jersey, this 29th
day of March, 1919, hereby declare that we are heartily
in favor of the formation of a National Orgamzation of the
Single Tax Party, having a National Commitice 10 Twe
chosen from among the delegates or representatives from
the various Siates of the Union that shall co-operaie in
the formation of the said National Organizaiion and shall
become integral parts thereof.

it is proposed that on June 20 a New Jersey Singie Tax
Conference e held.

Mark M. Trntenfass, who is one of the leading hgures
in the moving picture world, was nominated for Governor
of Mew Jersey, amid much enthusissm.  He said he would
make the ficht in no hall-hearted way, but would muke
an effort to reach every voier of 1he State with arguments
for the Single Tax. The candidate will make his appeal
to voters on the moving picture screen.

A Proposition From Missouri

E HAVE been vory much interested in an article in
the Januwary number of Lend and Laber, the Iittle
publication issued by the Homestend Land and Labor Lea-
gue of Missouri, The asticie s by Vernon J. Rose. The
name itself inspires respect as that of one who has labored
s, It is apparent, too, that

Jong and earnestiy for the cau
the suggestion offered has been curelulty considered. It 1
therefore in no spirit of cavilling oriticism dhat we purpose
1o examine it :

We are in a serons time.  Something must be done to
avert the eastairophe that threatens civilization, There
is but one measure adequate to arrest the destructive jorees

ihat aye at worle.  That is the measure thai will set free the
productive forces of indusicy and permanently rilse wi
le Taxers are beaten 1n Califorma and

s offer as Hidde hape Tor radi

ihe Republie:
construction, about which we beve heard so

party;
the-war ¢
much from amateur reformers of 2l stripes,
It is ol strprising that Single Taxers sl
looking for short cuis to the goal.  INot e
sy, for hall-way measures; we do Mr. Rose the jusiics Lo
believe that he would not favor apy mere 1
tinkering,
obtained. He does not think 1t can be at the pre
What he proposes therefore is “a heavy tax on
values except Tand actually occupicd and used by the owner

id now be

thereoi as a hame.” e says:

S 11 we wonld do this we would remove the fear of con-
fecation of their homes from the farners and workers who
have strven to seeure them. At the same time, we velieve
them from a burden of twxation. We stimulaie the basic
industry of this count A ;
stroy speculation in land and thus reduce the prioe, wiil
strike at the very tap root of landed privilege and ¢
tion, and make the sccuring of homes possible. ’

We are not inclined 1o inlerpose an imperative “ne’ o
this proposal.  If we had auy notion that it couid be carrled
where the whole measure would fail we would almost wel-
come it.  DBut we do not think it could.  We think it woudd
call for pretty much the same kind of coposition that the

full measure arouses, with the addition of a new kind of

opposition based on its inequality. 1 would aot close the
door Lo land speculation in home sites, but would rathor
encourage it Some purely resident suburban COnEnEes
would find themselves confronted with insuthe
of vevente. The man who renis bis modest home would
know that he was taxed to maintain the publi services of iy
commmmity while lis millionaire neighbor who owns fris home
gocs frec of taxes on his land and improvemenis. We ineg-
ine that such.a system of taxation woukd not anpeal 1o him,

We cannot impress too often upon our iriends every where

et SOurees

this golden truth—There is no short cul fo the Simafe Tax.

BOOK REVIEW
A DESPAIRING THILOSOPHY.*

Mr. Swift paints with a falt brush and lays in the shadows in the
deepest of lamp blacks. In his survey of the evelution of human so-
ciety up to its culmination in the chapiic conditions of today, BMan is
exhibited not only as a blunderer from the boginning, but as & being
in whom brutality and cunning have always been the drivieg ;
though camonilaged by a vencer of pubts and v
away from the natural faw

semblance

of aliruisrm, B I
Vi on and the swrvival of the fitkest, animal Lo
highest ;
to prohibit fmprovement, and to thds ¢
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changing conditions. He then dividod himpsell ioto the 0w
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intendoed by naturo

s Can Mankiod Survive?” Dy Worrisen Fo Swiff. Published by Barehsil

Jones Compiny, Bostomk Price BLA0,
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earned Ineomes, Ch. |, § 3, and Ch. IT, 582, 3,4, 5. DButif they are
equally taxed no matter what they go into, they will not therefors be
driven out of the woolen cloth prodaction—io they can do ne beit
nor will the eloth become scarcer and higher in price.  The people in
the business—incinding their employess—will simply have o take
ermaller returns,  1n other words, such taxes simply subtrad from earned
incomes. Likewise, any suebifity of the woolen cloth industry 1o stand
alone against foreign competition, would be sepualty great, even £f odf
Wooden oloth making would,

S

tazes on sarned tncomsss were removed.,
then, vicld larger income than beloce.  Bad so would Hie business of
making lridge material and afl other Finds of business. It follows that
men could no more afford o produce woolen cloth in the one case than
in the other and that, thereflore, §u aither cuse, profection o the woolen
cloth industry would divert men from a line in which the country was
relatively efficient to one in which it were not. [See my Principles of Com-
merce, Part TE Chs. B 1L IV] Such a tacill would pui 2 new burden
wpon the better industries, 4 oddition fo the wadesivable dnfernal faves
alroady fevied,

To conclude, # I may be permitted thus to attemyy to mediate
Between the editor and his critics, 1 should say the editor is right if and
s0 far as diseriminatory taxes are meant; while his eritics are rght if
the taxes nnder discussion are general and not discrisninatory against
any business as such, however undesirable these tazes may be in them-
Hazry G Browy

sebres.

REASONS FOR OPENI
Ewmiror SmcLe Tax Review:
I have thought much recently of the probabiliy of a soceessful
fight {or the Single Tax in Orecgon, on a campaign devold of pussy-
fouting, apology amd subterfuge.

I think best to deal with the phases of the maiter in the following
arder:

Genperal reasons are: (1) We bave the Infatiative and Relerendum,
{2y The Staieis not as karge as por as expensive o handle as Cabfor-
mia. (3} The population is much smaller and thevefore seguires Jess
efiort.  {4) The majority of the population lies over a muich smailer
area, I believe, than In any other T & B State. (5 Independent po-
litical action has advanced bevond any state cxcept N, Dakoia,

Particular reasons are:

The first campaign, (one of vaqualified education), secoared endors-
ment of nearly one third of the voie of the State.  {2) This vote re-
(This voie fell off as & result
(3) Vpte can be
(4} The
ased to a noticeabis

 THE FIGHT 1IN GREGON.

aains amd s a substantial foundation.
of pussy-footing schemes, Copvictivn remains.).
depended  upon sht-forward Single Tax issue.
leaven of that campaign has avtomatically inere
extent, (3) The peneral world movement to restore the land to the
people is bearing fruit to a noticable degree.  {6) Inercase of conviction
{(7) The Now-Tartisar League has siarted the far-
{8} The interests have loaded taxes onto

among farmers.
mers of this State mulling.

the people until they are mad. (9 Labor will stand back of os solidly
as wilf all radicals. (¢ The farmers vote has been and probably is
still the deciding vote and the bulk of the farmers are within easy
reach.  Four counties would positively decide the issee. (11) Dispo-
sition to argue against the Single Tax has precticallsy passed, the
peaple lsten, looking for o way ont. (12) Soldiers have beon offered
stame: ads while tliabde lands be ddle on every side. The result is
a widespread disgust and sliered opinion regarding  Jandbolding.
(13) Rent profiteering, which has been excessive, has  developed
hatred of landiordism.  (11) In about eighty per cent, of the cases the
seply Lo my gquestion 7 Dont vou think hind mooopely s responsible
for the conditivns? 7,was either “Yes ™ or, “partly ™, (13) A ridic
lously small amannt of money has accomplished all that has Leen ac-
The large sam spond by the Fely Fand

acomplished i this State,
wig as Injurious to the cause as it had been contributed and  dis-
bursed by and wader divection of special privilege.  The fivst campaign
The work remams o inbote to the un-

did lasiing and ethoient work.
ashamed and perfect truth,

Portland, Ore. A Trivate of the Fist Oregon Campaign.

THINKS Wi ARE UNFAIR,

Frror Sinoee Tax R
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retary Baker's article in £
I have not read th

in apening your k
comment  on
+ ¥ think is uniair.

YOUr
st
there
to indicate that he is untrug o 5

Tax principles, which he has
announced as publicly as you or 1 have,

The extract vou quote is plainly meant for thought along our lines,
and ihere was nothing Henry George iosisted on more than that it
as to what men should believe

s not half so useful 10 our purpos
in 1o how'te lead them along right lines for themselves,

Taken fn comjunction with your oriticlsmy of Secretary Lane 1 cannot
that it is stinply part of o part tsan attack on Domocratic

help thin
offwials
born Stagle Tax party.
are rhe crudest and wmost wnscientific pussible, but they were the b
he coubd get through Congress te a mast eritical and mmediate coer
EERCY.

New DBrighton, 3. L

e they are of the democratic and not of the an-
We ail know that Mr. Fitehin's tax scheme

stimply becaus

E. §. SHRIVER,

EpLy,

Wr. Sheiver ignores the fact, or perhaps does not kanow of it that
M. Baker sgme time ago, while confessing a beliel in the Single Tax,
said he was not i favor of its application.  So that disposes of oue
poiat in the controversy. We wil have fo imsist, too, that deriving
his Inspiration from Heary George, o fact known to meoest of us if not
to the general public, his appearanee as the auther of a magazine con-
tribution in which one contention of Henry Ceorge s presented in a
diluted forim, he might, if he desired 1o give prominence to our doc-
trines hinve named the scurce of his inspiration. My, Baker, who
owes his start in political life 1o espousal of the reforms inaugurated by
Heary George and Tom L. Jehnson, could have done ao less were he
actusted even by that spict of intellectanl foyalty which lesser moen
are supposed to share.  We invite comparisop of My, Baker's erary
effusion i Hrervbody's with that of Dr. Crane who advises Kitchin
and his fellow congressmen &0 read Progress and Doverty. Dz Uane
owes nothing to the Sngle Tax; indeed he makes hus living by news-
paper writing for employers who way be lochined to look askance at
the Doctor’s boldness.

We cannet help it if Democratiic office holders (former preachees of
our faith}eonfirm by thelr conduct and policles the arguments for in-
dependent political party action by Single Taxers. When we find
those whose conduct effzrs no such argumeni wo shall be ghad 1o give
credit where credit is due—Eprroz Sinvcre Tax Review,

LAND VALUES AND POPHLATION.
Eprror SINGLE Tax Revizw:

Does site-rent result from any cause excopt population?

Public tmprovements and services scem fe create siterent V. Lo-
gicians know that two things may exst together and one noi be the
cause of the other, i

Where 5 cause is assgmed, the effect
Now, 1 hav s daid out, zraded, planted and  dramed, but
afier forty-seven vears the sitewvalue i less than at fisst. Population
the earthogualke,

ved shoukd abwave residf.

s00n stre

did not mmove that wav., In San Francscoe afier

pubtic improvements amd public services were newrky pothing; vet the

price of s

ites were aven higher than hefore,
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Rent will increase before public
And Hopog

V5 18 DVIA0T
o derlnes fo

1

if population presses apon o locatios,
oo, all improvements and secvice you can supply

some local reas

not keep up site yent,

When an increase in sile-rent in Vancouver sesofted in the “hoom”
that focation scemed altraciive to lalor, and rent increazed ) bat it
must- have been at the expense of the Jocations from w) ihe lubor-
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help
¢ hst many heretofore unconnlod votes; would we
titant, self sacrificing
sanda iorce, than could be had by any other programme?

Once lot the party spirit and desire {or efficlent organization yule
the hearts and heads of ole Taxers, victory will be near,
Philadeiphia, Pa. Oviver MoKnons,

ale Tax voters, andd which would, in a great measure

isolated
10 plact

ot he

an the
A nore

and more eficiont propaga-

CRAIG RALSTON FOR A
Eorror SivonE Tax Beview:

I do not kaow what steps you and others in sympathy with you
are iaking with regard o separate parky action by Single Taxers,
But if anything is to he done ju the pext campaign a beginning should
be made soon. It may be that under the primary laws in this, and
other wostern Stakes, 1€ is pot possible to faunch a new party at ali,
for ioappears to me,after an exsmination o these laws, that neople

NATTONAL SINGLE TAX PARTY

with pew ideas are virtually disfranchised. 1€ anvthing is 4o be
acconplished in such staves as s, we must start early.

And in that connection, T wish o disagree with your position, as
U understand 1, 1 think you have advecated the pomination of
state tickets only. 1 belleve that 1o get the fol! beneft of separste
party action, a national ticket is necessary,

If it is left to the states, it will be many beforenll of themare
runping ltickets.  In some states, such as this, ¥ may not be possible
Eoorun a ticket. Bui a national organization can file js
dential electors, and possibly compel veom to be made for them on
the bailot.

The benefit we cxpect to derive from Lhis movement, as | see i,
will come from the publicity of the baliot. I our candidates are on
the bailet they, and our principles, once overy two or four years, will
vale a one minute speech to the woters, They will speak o the
16,006,000 voters of the country, through the mquiry that is promp-
ted in the mind of cach of them when he unfolds the ballot and looks
it over to find his own ticket, It makes no difference whether we
npotl a big vote or a Tttle vote,  For advertising purposes, & very little
vote Is as good as a big vote, because a party that receives a very
little vote, and vet insists on boabbing up vear after year to be voted
down again, will attract the notice of the voter by the very oddity of
the circumstance, o owill make him Inguire why the people in that
gEp O (i!}im*' this, It any one doubis that this s the resul

¥

party k
psvehological effect of the Prohibition colimn on,

let bim study €
the bailoi, A po lziu al principle can be advertised in no better way
baliog, where it cn be voled for or againet; and [
¢ again my view, that the vole our party will poll
that if we want to provoke the curies

than ta be oo th
want to empha

witl noi mattor-—to repeat, 3
of the gleciorate, the small vole is just as s able ag the larze
wabe, -t seems that o large number of Sigle Tasers have gotten the
iden that i we put m; a ticket and fail forthwith to sweep the rountsy,
lhv cange is reined. 1 dont leok at it that way., I a Single Tax
ot ds put up, Te \1:(,(‘5 to vore W henceforth, 1o the belief that every
vole |opot io fr:r i€ now will oltimately count for ten, and ihat |
ans stoffing the ballot bos of the future ina say that ne law cun pre-

<) \"i{‘{‘

“-.'L‘nl.

H Hsts of Single Faxers can be procured, 1 owonkl advocate ra
a fund for a post card seferondom on (s matter of separte pacty
action, 1€ we can ke a fund large cnough, we copht also to send
aith cach card a printed siatement of our reasons for advecating
party action,  We onght also to enclose a copy of your New York
pltform, to prove to them that o Siagle Tax platform can be made
an tpteresting and dnstructive document. This i another ihing 1
want to note-—ihat we stand for a poaciple, as well
and cur platiorms should be an interpretation of our principle, ss well
acy of our o wre,  Up o this time, all the ompd
wed on the measwre, and most people do not kaow hat
ack of it. This s lurgely due 1o the fac

ising

m H RN

MEs

as an advoo

Tax™ names the measure, and conveys
It 15 as though the tariff mennstead of
should  designate

o idoa of the prt

adopting the allaring twle of  “Protectionists,”

Oy old name Y Sincle Tax™ is well
- e pight consider the adel

“Hivh Taxers”
vet I have often thow
cLing & narmne more o
where presicdential primaries are hekd, the campaign will
1 we propose to be in it, we must begis

themse
establish
hility of

In

tve of our principles.

pre

be on in less than a year,
BOW.,
Madison, Wis. Cuaig BaLston,

Wi have received a sumber of letters o commendation of the policy
of the Revierw. A few of these we guote. . Wheeler Chatfield, of
New York City writes: ' do hope thal before the year is up, the
Ravizw will be o monthiy; at any rate it is the oaly Single Fax pulsli-
cation with a purpose and a ‘knowledge’ that we caanot do withowt”
John Cairps, of So. Manchester, Coun., weites: © Your editorial on Uhe
programme of the British Labor Party is adone worlh the price of a
wear s subseription.” Mre. John ] Lynely, of Han Francisco, says:

“Tdon't pgree with you by everything, hut your statement of the Single
Tax s so good that T have {:11;..:1_3{:(1 it for my seraphbook” A corres-
who asks that her name be not printed, thos wiit i

rs who read

me i let you kpnow that there are Single Taze
several other Single Tax papers and still remain very much at seg, and
who depend upon the Single Tax Review to keep Lhem anchored.”
H. C. Maguire, Brooklyn, N Y., writes: “HEVIEW just recoived
Reads fine after the bunk the daily papers are handing ve” 1
from a new subscriber, 8. W. Wall, of Tacoms, Washington:
have come so to my mscue jn the matter of the tarlff and trading with
. Your magazine and

“You

vou should have :&El the Extl]} The mannper 1n
which some of them have put ffma,.ml {Ezi’ stion where it
dres the most harm, has heen an exas fion to me all my life.
You have put the doctrine Lorcelully and in the fewest possible words
when vou staie the formula—7 Land, Free Trade, Free Ben,
but First Steps First, Let us have froe land and all things else will
he added unto us, & new heaven and a new earth.” W, ] Flacy, of
Kansas Cliy, Me, writes: “I believe the Revigw to the he best
Single Tax periodical in the Eaglish language.”  Judge AL B Pittman,
of Memphis, Tenn., writes: " You are doing a splendid work for the
cause.”

Letters of a different tepor have veached ns. We quote the follow-
inng from one of the Ol Guard,” a man who has beea one of the
official lecturers for the Single Tax, and s now at the head of an ap-
5 concern:

i

parently prosperous busi
“The average man not only does aot Uik o torms of ceonomic
selepoe—he knows no mere aboul it than & Howentot,  Talking eco-
nemics to the average American 18 Hke explaining oaiculus 1o a boy
whe hasn't learned the multiplication taple.”
This 1s true. Wecannotreachthe man in the street with talk
Then why try

iz the
Taw of rent, the margin of cultivation, elc, ol Bt
there 35 nething surer than that the laiont poreeption in the wind o
. the right to live, te pursue happi-
acss, to receive due recempence for hy v, e > io nnders
stand the relaiion of these rights 1o the earih; e g s facl that
the earth owner stands hetwees fim and Venjoy-

i

every man that he has cor

mont of these righis.  Whe ¢ this gy
mstant.,  Henry George fouad 1t so;

spirit of Heney George Ling iz
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candidate for Commissioner of Taxation of San Antoaio.
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ate Bank Ezaminer,  He will be abic to help the movement in New
Jersey.
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ADVERETISEMENTS

Mter

Toevery one sending us a New subscription to the Sivors
Tax Revinw, the price of which is One Dollar for the vear,
we will send a cony of Y Progress and Poverty” in paper,
the edition which now sells for Filty Cents, or, if pre-
ferved, a copy of “My Neighbor's Pandinark,” in cloth,
a splendid work consisting of short stadies in Bible Land
taws, by Frederick Verinder, of Eagland, with a Fope-
word by Mary Fels.

The Single Tax Revie

BosUpporing a constructive programgme, and has its own

views of the methods of propaganda to be pursued, Tut
it will give ihe news of the movemeni from ail parts of
the world, fully and without hias, recognizing that the
way that the individual selects 1o propagate the doctrine
is in all likelihood the best way for him,

/e Ask Your Co-operation

We helieve the Review should have the help of
Single Taxers to increase its circulation, to place it in the
hands of public men and nen of Lusiness, men of light
and leading in the community. Such co-operation,
which we carnestly ask, will make the Review self-sup-
porting and give i the influence it should have throughout
the country, With such co-cperation it can casily he
made a monthly publication.

L3 *®

Vhat Single Taxers Say of the Review

An exceptionally fine paner—E. M, SCOFIELD, Phila-
delphia, Pa. Your Jan—Feb. number is worthy of vour
best sell —Jonuw Josurm Lewsey, Washington, 1. .
Congratulations ou the new Huview, Wish vou could
make i o monibly, or even a weekly, — Guperr M,
Tocner, Jr, Albany, N. V. The Ruview is fne—the
good old gospel—W. T, Werg, Gladstone, HL I loeow
of #0 more buportani work than that of publishing the
Fublic and  the Revigw,—]aMes W BuockLiy, Paly
Alto, Calidl. Were it not that T am buoyed up by the
splendid articles in the Public and the Review, the situ-
ation would appear to me almost hopeless ~Jopn Crangs,
Falt, Calif. Have greatly enjoved vour March-April
number——Fror, [, H. Diragp, Charlottesville,  Va.
Congratulations on the new REviEw and its conicnts—
Antorio AiBenpiy, Malaga, Spain.

Send in your Dollar and get the Ruvisw for one year with
“Progress and Poverty” or My Neighbor's Landmark.™

SINGLE EVIE
150 Hassau St., New York City
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THE ADVANCE SHEET

WISDOM guides
LOVE imoels
POWER performs

This principle goes through all being. It
is taught in the ADVANCE SBEET as the
philosophy of life, especialiy as it pertains to
Religion, Political Economy, Orthography
and so on,
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No compromise. Send checks to Treasurer,

205 Tajo Building

Los Angeles, California

T




