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1ike
day 1n

this

ANT  ADS appear

every almest  every

newspaper  in our  industrial aveas,
Eighty-five cents an howr—$34 for
a dl-hour week? P20 for a 48
hour week for a gitd who dossut know
the i reen & drill press and
s clothes press!t

These are lush Evervhody
ought to be rolling in luxury, Bat are
we, in fact, really wealthy today? Or
is there still much poverty amoeng a

refce bet

firnes.,

great many people?

I 1936, 46.5% —almost haif-—of all
families in the United States had in-
comes of less than $20 o week; the
average was about $12 a week.  Some
famil
were strugghing zlong on less than
£26 o month it

At this #ime we had just started to
Congdi-

iesyyer two milhon ol them—

climb oot of the depression.

tions are much better today, aren’i
they P Let's look at some later Bgures

and find out!

At the beginning of 1942, according
to the Department of Labor, 24% of
all factory workers were paid less thay

$20 z week; 269 received from $20 o

GUIDE COoURSE
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$30 » week. In other words, half of
all manuiacturisg  workers veceived
s of 530 & week or less. At this
time we were ai the begiming of the
“aar hoorn” Me. Kaltenborn and Mr.
Pegler were sharpening their penciis

Wi

angd heginning to compute iabor’s re-
mendous earnings. This was the day
of Labor’s Triumph-—at $30 & week or
less

And vet, according to the Depari-
ment of Laobor estimates, $30.37 ¢ week
iz the minimum requirement for the
maintenance of a family of foar
Therefore, in 1042 at least hali of all
Awmerican factory workers were gar-
ing less than enough to support therm-

selves and their {amilies.

Of course, wages began to vise
1039, They rose on the average of
3.4 o 85¢ an hour, But the cost
of living—the real barometer of na-
. 13%
and 3o spoiled the
ated by

newspaper and radio eoonmMmIc ANperis,

tinnal
abhove former levels

prosperity — alse 17

picture of prosperity being

Real wages, therefore, adjusted to the

new cost of living, actually inc &
from 64 1o 72 cents; an advapce of

pther  words, wi

ing pace with living

in

about 89%.
were not keep

Bt taxes were,  Lhey boomed with

M




B2l

ie Victory tax, ip-
taxes or withholding
hidden =zales
divect oy

we see ot once that

the addition of
creased  income
taxes, increzses
and wvaricus other
tevies, Therefore,
ior hetter than 530% of the wewkvrs,
ihe average 8% which they gained w
wore than disconnted.

When this “war boom”
the country returmns

taxes
hiadden

ends, when

t0r be based
tgares of cmer-
will wage
ROV, Gr

duciion and salaries
on ghe “oost-plug”
geney  production,
remain where they

z-war figures?

teyvels
are will
eorge Gallup wondered, foo, and
asked the guestinn, The answer, com-
ing from the wsoal statistieal cross-
sectioht audience, is that 859 of ihe
American people do nol expect pr 1
wage levels 1o be muminined.  They
expect, it fact, & wage o of at least
409,.%  The imexpertenced dri
operator, who now bonsts of ¢a
$34 a wesk, will be getting only $20.4G
-—if, indeed, she is lucky enough to
be considered  lor any emplovment
when the country s full of returning
servicp hen, of whom will be
experienced machinisis,
After the war, then, we
doubt, seitle down to our old coonomic
ratios of wealth and povertv—ihe rich
becoming richer and the poor holding
on for dear life te 2 W.PA or iis
enfarged successor doling out rations
to the “unioriunate third”
waiting for Freedom From Want
O course we recognize that ander
war-time conditions  some are now
earning high wages, but what can thoss

INANY

shall, no

wha are still
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earning good money now expect later,
and what 13 in store for those who are

nawy only

mEAL eROGRESS and real prosperity, of
ourse, are nob ihe products of war,
Omly man iz destroctive e never
. Long before the era of the Mg-
scientine achievements
The primtive man
iple of fhe

rich heer-hall,
amazed the world,
whe discovered dhe
i Rz time A grester in-
contribution  to  ihe
seience of Wright
hers who invented the atrplane.

ventor—in s
oower——iharn the
el we now
in the

. 07~
novel as the bricks

o autorncbile, gelephone, radio,

i, plastics, and corresponding
improvemnents m medicine and surgery
—these were mere drops oczing from
the fancet of man's pre-war ingenutity
this faucet lny the abmost
of our tmumense naidral

Behind
fnnitless goear
apportunities—819, of the world's oil
supplies, with reserves of 20 billion
barrels; 40 of (he world’s iron and
copper ; great quantities of goal
num, sulfur, and magne-
shurm; great foresfs, fakes and rivers;
barlev—an almost
chest of essen-
Dower-

mangancse
wheat, corn, oats,
inexhausiible freasure
tinl mvineral, agricedioral and
producing resources, We are, indeed,
a wealthy nation 1%

Why then do we still have poverty T

v do balf grub afong
with less than the bare necessities of
life?

in former davs peopls were faught
that discase was a visttation of God's

onr workers
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wrath on a sinful world,  Medd

ence has shown us the {alin
congept, and has proved that disense iy
n's ignotance of
Life.

Likewise we have too long

A manifestation of

the physical laws of
accepiod
Lition of
that the

with ns.

poverty as an i wpable o
life; we have belioved,
L shadl als
Poonmnics—ihe science of making
that
sickness, is the result of our unsownd
thinking, of faulty
g the basic |

ily.

AHOT WO have

Iving—shows  us soveriy, bke

reanoiling, of ignop-

of living,

feonomics 13 not an abstrase, meta-

physical science amdersiood only by

doctors of pi ttis not a kind

of magic thay s retorts and e

"
5, delicate instroments and special-

the

ConErary,

economics i3 a study of ordmary peo-

plo in evervday  activities—of  the
farmer at the plow, the mechanic at
the bench, the conl-miner with his pick
aml the housekeeper with her muoket

It des

s with vou and me,

with us and ours, with our jobs, our

howes and our loved ones. It i3 as

sirnple as that,

noOng

Bui it: very stmpl CATSE

We do niot gaze

&

of its general neglect,
with awe at the zun and maon, for
We do not com-

eathe in

they are ever present.

pute the air we
ubic centi

Aers, or the
modollars and cents per sguare inch,
But in d¢he dav when the keepers of
the honse tremble and the strong men
thewselves, wh

8

bow e the grimding

ceazes and the gr apper s & bure

den—ilen we shall seek an answer to

tHES

LoOBOMICs.

Then we  shall twra o
B ¢4l 1 the day of salvation from
the troubles that smight fo

ow the war
This iz the

> oseienes of

and 115 swollen standards

pppomted e to study
connomics, it mind,

BE, in col-

Wathe #his #hion
the editors of Procrass G
the e ‘
Al Seience, begin in this

Faboration  with Cveoy

.
School of S¢

1550 & 561 of ten lessons in econom.

ws and soomd phils

For our sext we shall use Progress
and Poverty by Henry George. a book
o

bonk

that has

more copies than any

s oand ranks
amiong the world's ten best sellers, We
5100
YL would require
than the fingers of two hamds)”
olm v, “to ennmerate
those who, from Plato down, rank
with Henry Ge

other GIT BCONTIC
sefect dlus book beeanse i€ ha
the test of
1

WHe

fime.

g among the world's

great social philosophers,

The first assignment will be the read-
ing of Chapter 11, “The Meaning of
the Terms”  The guestions appesring
at ihe end of this article are iniended
te  stimulate
passages 1n the fext which may
have been {ally undersiond, a

rereading  af  certain
ek

nd 1o

form an wformal review of the main

tionr  sheets,  providing  space
answers, will be sent on request, with-

out charge, by Prosuoss Guipe,  In

¢ fovim a
Group  for
the purpose of discussing these les.
somy together.

T the nexi issue thizs lesson will be

this way several people wms
Procress Ginos Sty




material, hitherto
anpublished, will be added to help the
student gain a betier un
the text. Questions from readers per-
aining i wiil

ed and new
erstanding of

also he
swered,
course  will  be  condacted
throughout in the spirit expressed by
Henry Gegrge: “The place T would
take is not that of a teacher, who states
iz to be belteved, but rather that
of a giride, who polots ont what by
I propose to
from no
truih

The

laoking is to be scon® ||
beg no question, to
but to foliow

shrink
conciusion, wher-
v 45 riym s laae] TR

ever it may lead

informal  stuady

Procrrss  Goioe

wornen and
Like

economics has z

groups may include men,
young people 10 all walks of life.
the alr we breathe,
constand and ever-present influence on
our daily Hves. Feonomics affects
everyone, ardiess of occupation or
PosItie . T urrler-
stand econonycs have greater oppor-
unity 1o improve thele present status
a better future for them-

whao

and to nsure
selves and their children.

I order io assist readers, Prooress

Guroe will supply free a Group Lead-

ers’ Study Kit for each lesson, cone

taining & complete outline of the

lesson i easy-to-use form, as well as
questionnaires and other materiad for
individual members of groups. ]

s Lime Study Groups may he
mde up of neighbors, club members,
~allege students or of

ds it convenient io

high school or
thar
meet reguiarly once a month,  The

ks
i
1

any group

PROGRESSY GUFDE - Feb. gy
subject is so <lose to the welfare of
clerks, pro-
laborers,

everyone that dradesmen,

onal  men,
neil and execnti

a single group and benefit equally from

secretaries,
; can unlte in

the course,

A special invitation s given to men
and women i the Armed Services to
form Procress Guipe Study Gronps so
that they may prepare sotwe for post-
iy Torming Study

ProGrEss
345 Federal
Flease indi-
5o that sufficient
alrso-

Those interested
Lroups

Croing,

should  adds

[Economics Editor,
St., Chicago 3,
of group

Hlingis,
cate size
materal may be forwarded |
futely iree,
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Share Your Copy
De 0 present paper
splendid acceplance glven to
i, SUTDE i3 now printing
and  distri lmimh s fulf guota of
copies.  Therefore, we west  that
subscribers loan their copies to friends
and neighbors, In ovder to satisiy the
heavy subscription  demand in the
United Siates, newsstand disiribution
in Canada has been withdrawn,

restrictions




