Americans love the soil becwuse they love

liboriy-—but they must bewsare of speculators
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o California’s Strange Land Rash

i

s Murge Peres

wE oF 195 strangest land rus

in California history 15 now

S under way. For several weeks

people have been crowding the local

land office hoping to acquire j-acre

¢racts out in the desert. The thing

presents a phenomenon that has offi-
cials scratching their heads.

The minjature land rush started
when the government announced that
it would lease g-acre tracts at the an-
auzl rate of $r.oo an acre, provided
the lessee would build a cabin costing
not less than $300. The lessee would
have the right to buy the property at
from $1.25 to $5.00 an acre at the end
of a g-year period.

What makes the odd stampede an-
usual is that people are snapping up
arid desert land sight-unseen, much of
it upsurveved and tetally without
water pxcept at depths of 300 feet or
mare—and labor for drilling wells runs
about $3.00 a foot,

“Everybody seems to have gone
land-crazy,” says Pawl B, Witner,
registrar of the office. And he shonld
know, as during just a two week pe-
viod move than 3,000 persons have
focked into his oface to claim land
that has been there all the time,

So great has been the demand that
286 available five-acre plots were
grabbed up the fest day the rush
started,

Naot long ago, a group of Army offi-
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cers slationsd at an airheld just cut-
side of 29 Palms decided they wapted
something exclusive in the way of an
Officers’ Club. They inguired around
and found there were a couple of sec-
tions of unclaimed land five miles
from town. And about a dowen of
them leased adjoining five-acre plots.
They planned to purchase an abai-
doned barracks and move it to the
“olulby site.”

Then came the rab. No water.

1t developed that where the club
was to be was the driest of dry spois.
The nearest well was more than three
miles away . . . 0 the dub never ma-
tured.

Perhaps this demonstration typl-
fes the American’s keenness for 2 bar-
gain as well as his inherent passion for
land. The first important land rush
started with the colonization of Amer-
ica and continued until about 5o years
ago. Untl then, life on the land was,
to say the least, rugged. There were
few comforts and many hardships.
Life on the farm was particularly
rough on women. The first electric
lights, the first use of steam heat, gas
for conking, modern plumbing and all
the other advanlages made possible
by science went to the cities.

The movement cannet be explained
merely by saying that Americans love
the soil. Tt is far more than that.
Above all else Americans love Hberty
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andd freedom. They do not want 1o be
regimented; they do not want to take
orders from anyone, Notwithstand-
ing appearances to the contrary, the
average American does not like the
discipline that is requived by many
of the organtzations through which be
now does his econoric bargaining.
The problem will be to use te end-
preducts of science in making hitherto
worthless country productive and de-
sirable. Much progress in this direc-
tion is already being made by the gov-
ernment. Power development, water
storage, and erosion control will re-
claim literally millions of acres. Air
conditioning, landing fields, a net-
work of goed highwavs, together with
scientific ntilization of the soil, wili do
much to provide future homes on the
Tand for overtaxed city dwellers,
There is one development, however,
that should be checked at the earliest
possible moment.  Speculators are
already turning io the land as a source
of easy and big profits, while survevs
indicate that the majority of service
men and women look forward to the
time when thev can use their veter-
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ang’ credit facilities for the purchase
of the very land now being grabbed
by the speculators,

Otficials of the U. 8. Land Cfiee
state that most of the area of this free
fand-—ihere are some 8 millien acres
of it in Southern California counties-—
hzs a definite health value for certair
convalescent cases, but that service
men and women should go easy. Most
of this region is unsurveyed, and many
persons are geiting nothing but rock
piles,

The best description of conditions i3
contained in a balletin the land office
hands each applicant. Tt readsin part:

“The experience of this office for the
past 25 years has been that the cost of
developing water and reclaiming the
fand 13 50 great that the average per-
son attempting it is doomed to lailure
and bitter disappointment.”

But still the rush goes on. Officers
of the department refuse to answer the
telephone —~they are too busy taking
$5.00 hilis te give a lsase on property
the lessors will not be able to find un-
£i} it is surveyed several years from
oW,
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©n the ove of their initial football game with Harvard, the ath-
letic director of a well-known Eastern college, hoping to cement
future relationships between the schools, telegrapbed the Harvard
captain as follows: “Best wishes and may the best team win.”

The reply by return wire read: “Thank you and may the beiter

tearn win.”
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