THE NEW ZEALAND LEAGUE FOR THE
AXATION OF LAND VALUES INg. ™%

The 12th Anmusl Censral Meebing of the Leagoe was held on 2nd May,
1956.

It was resolved that the Report of the Exeoutive far the year be
cyclostyled and distributed to members.

HMEETINGS:

Turing the year the ususl Monthly Feetingz of the League were not
helda There were two Special Genersl HMeetings and the Executive met on
six occasions, :

FPINAWCT AT, STATEMANT:

The atiached Balsnce Shest wes presenbsd by the a.ot:ng-—Trea.suxer -
Wr. ReD. Keall ~ anc was adopted.

ELFCTICN OF (FFLOERS: _
The following officers were electedi-~

Chairman: R, O'Regan

Vice~Lhairmans Rehe Gosgse

Becretary: R.Ge Varlow

Treasurer: H, Bamond Gredg F.P.A.NE,

Conmittes: F. Adams, Hiss B¢ Neble, Mrs, P, Hill
R.D. Egall, Ps Rysn

Fon. JAuditor: . RuCe Morpeth FaPoANeZe

A mincere Vote-of-Thanks was passed o Mrs J.Flh Patlterson -
retiring Treastrer ~ for his servive. %r, Patterson hss gone intd a Law
vractics at Opotilci. : '

INTARNATTCRIAT, CONFERENCE:

A report on the present situation in New Zealand was sent to the
Internaticnal Conference held =2t St. Andrews, Scotlend, orgsnised by the
Tatermptionsl Union for lend Value Texetion and Free Trodse

HENEY CEORGE SCHOCL OF JOCTAT, SCTENCE:

Two basic courses of ten weeks each were conducted during the year.
Twentythree students completed the course. and. fortynine copies of “Progress '
and, Poverty" were solde

One course on Internstionsl Trade was held snd seven students
fraduateds. Fighteen copies of "Hrobection ox Free Trads" were solds

Y¥r, Normmm Oasseriey - Intewnational Seeretery of the Henwy George
Scheol of Social Seience of New York - viszited Weng*:cm durding the year snd
sddressed a crowdsd meeting in the School.

Correspondence courses are now availasble and, if any member lmows
of persons Who would like to have such o course, Miss Nob}.e - the Director ~
Wcm_d be pleased to have their names and addresses.

—}

The School. now cecuples its own pr‘:nmscs in the Enpire B‘.}:L'? d;]_ng_,
Willis Strest, Wellingbon.

THE LOCAL GOVEREEENT OGEvaiISSIOK:

Thig body has veen charged with the dny of reporting tc the
Govermment on roting in oowntisss The temss of referaice of the Commission
are, howmever, extromely widee

. Last year's report wes :Lcaompemcd by copies of evidencs subnitted
by the League to this body. Since the Axoual Gonsrod Meeting further sub-
missions bave been madse The Commission has not yob reporbeds The
Cheirmen cutlined the principle changes Guring the yesr in the structure of
locsl govermment; resulting in part - at least - fron the Compissions?! activitye



RATTHC POLLS SINCE THE LAST REPCRT:
1»  Algozon Borough: _
Poll to rescind Rating on Un:im;proved Valus )
For Unimproved Values 107
Appinst Undmproved Value 3

This Poll wes held om 26.2.55 and was inadvertently cmitted from omr last
reports Rating on Unimproved Value was carried here in 1950 after two pre-
viously unsuccessful atbenpis orgenised by our member -~ Miss B, Baughan. -

2u Fukelkohe Borough: S 11. 55 For Unimproved Valus 128
Against Unimproved Value '1;.03
Population (1956) 4,693

Rate Revenus £37,639 (1955)
This victory wes due to one of owr mexbers - Councillor B. Pauli,

3 | Weiterere County Township: (Eo.rﬁwi}ema Comnty)

17 11 55 For Unimproved Value B

' Agatmst Unimproved Value 11

e Kiwites Courty:  30s 7. 5be For Urinproved Value 67%
Againgt Unimproved Velue 75

Population {(1956) 2,361

. Bate Revenue £40,299 (1955)
This 91 majordity in a purely rurel area must be neerly a records

5e Mangere East County Township: (Manakau County)
2y 3¢ 56 - For Unimproved Value 616
Against Urimproved Value 209

6. Eyre Counby: 19e. 5o 56y For Unimproved Valus 390
Against Unimproved Velue 207

Mr. GoFells Imitott of Ohoks was the organiser of this Poll. The League
sesisbed him with pebition forms, statistical data and advice, :

The Mumiaipsl #lections are due to be held in Novewber of this year
and we zre making every endesvour to promote as meny rating polls as possibles

POSTTION IN OTHER AREAS:

Wellingbon: Ammual velue rating wes advoceled in the press duzring
the year by Mr. Reds Machllister - Mayor of Wellingbon, - le was supported
by Mr. JoW. Andrews - ex-mayor of Hutt City. = This propagands was
vigcrously attecked by the Deagun, vho were adlone in the defence of the
present rating systen. The Association of Wellington Rabepsyers!
Associstion hns sihce exsmined the proposals of the Mpyer and dedlared in
favour of the existing system.

. Dunedin: It is now nearly three yoars.since, largely through the
influcnce of this Lesgue, reting on the Unimproved Value was carried in
Dunedin Citye . Thers would appear to be no move afoot to rescind it
There has been o marked increase in tuilding in the cenbrel city area as
a restulis -

The enclosed reprint of an article from the Aud¥and

"Weekly News" gives en innsdoquate impression of the extent of this ‘activity.

It was hoped to include in this report exact figuwres for the value of
buwilding permits for buildings on rate-paying sibes over the last Jew
years, but these figures have not yot come to hend from Dunedine



TR

Pogition in Other Aress (Cont!'d)

Dumedin: (Cont'd)

The reting change tock place in November, 1953 and the rates were
first struck under the new system in Augast, 195k 1954./4955,
therefoure, is the firet year for wiich building permit values would
be relevants ’ :

The average value of building peymits for the six preceding years
wos £1,543,837.  In the year 195,,/1955 the value of building permits
1ssued was £2,613,142

The benefits resulting from the adoption of site value rating are 5o
cbvicus that opponsnts of this sysbem have little hops of reverving
to the taxatich cn improvements, - . -

Aucklapnds

Over the years this Teague has made unbiring efforts to stimulate
efforts in roting reform in this area. This year we mailed some
hmdreds of copies of the "Sooial BEffects of Site Value Rating® to -
prominent persoms and organisations in fuckland, Coumeillor Vede
Cnapmmn (Professar of Botany ab. Audkland University Coliege} raised
ihe makber in the City Counecil, As & result & speciel Committes
was sst-up under his chalrmenghip to report on the advisability of
Anckiand adopbing rating en Unimproved Valuesa At ths request of
the Town (lerk, this Isague has submitted evidence To this Commithecs
The Comsittee has not yet repordteds

The Auokland Citizens! & Ratepsyers! Assodiation hes also sppointed
2 sup-Comrittes "to devise a more equiteble method of spreading the
rating burden". The League will send datt to this Committesc.

Avekland remsins our chief chjective and it is not impossible that
a Poll may be organised there this year, - ‘

During the last ten years no less Fhap ten local authorities in the -
hackland aren have adopbed rating on Unimproved Valucs  These arsi-

Vanurewe. Borough Howick Borough
Papskure. Borough Tuskat: Borough
Waitemata County . Bagh Coast Bays Boxough

Bucklands & Bashern Beaches Mangere Bridge County Township
County Township )
Mongere East County Township Puksekohe Borough

Hobt City:

It ig three yesrs in November since the last Poll in bt Cify., 4
Patt Rating Gommittee then went into recess, but it is expected to
resune its actlvity snd orgemise a Poll to codncide with the Municipal
Flections in Novenber. A promise of support has been received from
the Mpers Propgressive Association.

The effact of the recent re-valuations of Hutt City is at present

being studied.

Other iArenst:

Polls will probobly also be orpenised this year ini~

(a) FRotorus County: The combined Ratepayers' Copmittee is active
in this area and gought and received the apsistence of the Leagues

(b} Franklin County: Mr. Gwilliam is still active in this area and

. hopes €0 have a Poll in November.

(a)  ¥aimea County: Mr, 5. Russell of Nelson is watching the

situation here clozely.

(a) Motueks Borough: Mr. D, Symott, who has promoted two FPolls
here already, will probably be active again this years

(e) [Taupc County: It is hoped %o have a Poll in this terwitery
_ in Noveuber, :
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REVENUE FROM THEETL RATING SYSTHMS:

Through the courtedy of the Statisticel Departrent we are-sble to show
wrovenue derived under the three rating systems in the year ending Fteds 1955

SYSTEM OF RATING Uniform

: fee (1)
U.V- GaVs a A.nv- & (‘.hal‘geS- TOTAIS
Counties 3,549,957 2,238,832 7,215 | 32,311 5,828,295 .
" Baroughs 6,902, 85, 818,590 2,719,650 1,195,226% 11,675,320
Town Districts 38,203 30,087 12,600 9,292 50,482
TOTATS: 10,530,99% 34087 4502 2,'{3?,455 1,235,029 17 459347597

# Includes five rates levied on improvements value - viz.
Counties, £1,546; Boroughs, £25,091,

e The main item in this total is fees from sale of water over crdinary
aapply. i

Ze This item is almost enfirely made wp of the rabe revenue of Auckland
end Hutt Citye : . ‘

Tt will be noted that the revenue from the Urimproved Value sysben has
increased in these three years by almost £3,500,000. The total revenus has
also incressed and this Fipure indicates that, whereas the sibe velus system in
1953 socounted For 56% of the bobal rates collected, in 1955 it accoubs for
Gt of totsl rates,  This represents an sppreciable advence in three yoars, '

PUBLICATTONE:

The League has produced no fresh publicaticns during the year. The
pompblet "Common Objectives and Their Answer' has been reprinteds

CRTECTIVE:

The Meeting resolved that ths Leapgue's limited chiective for the oming
year should be to contimue the effort to pub all locel body revenue on 0 Lend
Values and to conduct classes in Bconomics, :

(Signed)
R, O'Regan

Chalyman




