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sarion, especially 1o hous-
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068 must face,
That issue is discrimination. And just
so long as the Negro, with bis white
friend, makes awr{:gmm,ﬂ the main
imsne, he'll remain confused and bm-
potent hefore the varied forms of
discrimination.

Yhen the Negro thinks of segrega-
tion he imagines the eatire white
world arraved especially against him,
Bt that is not fact, Among white peo-
ple themselves the world is “segre-
gated” as much as it is for the Negro,
The masses of italians, Poles, irist
Tews and oiher racial groups live more
ar less unte ithemselves, Why? There
are various reasons. Some superficial
commeniators declare that language
ig the link. But kow can that explain
the situation? TEw Irish have long
spoken Enghsh, The Jews follow the
language of the country in which they
reside, The real difference between the
conditions among such groups and the
Negroes is that the welk-to-do whites
are in position 1o move zi any time
‘g0 as fo tive among the sons and
daughters of the American Revolution.
As to the Negroes, no malter how cul-
tured and educated they may be,
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Entess our disoriminatory tax laws are
changed or sufficient land iz goquived by
the Wegroes o insure thelr seclal free-
dowm, the heinous svsive gf segregolion
will continue i Haoerl the progress of
the race
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American race prejudice compels them
o reside among their own p::upla.
Waturally the cry for {kyim,‘ away
with %ﬁ&it“aﬁ‘ﬁi!, especiadly in hous-
i strengih mestly from
N%ms‘:a m the _E—leﬂl& moome biack-
ets, whose salaries vange from facon to
$12.000 a vear. If this group were oe-
mercus enough it could probably find
salubrious residential areas for itseli
and possibly laduce its white friends
of .Exas:dred spirit, who also decry Negro
segregation, o veside with it!

EE’MT

SOCTAL sCiENTISTS —both liberals and
radicals—confronted with a MNegro
minority, must realize that they are
not merely o P against s socal but alse
a psychologic i phenomencn Ehe
Wegre minotity is taboo! And in that
sense thizs couniry i3 closer fo the
Asiatic than to the European slate of
mind,

Perhaps the country suffering from
racial conditions most like those exist-
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THIS BACE

ing In the United States [ Rnd
where thers are the Untouchables, The

percentage of speial victins 15 about

the same—ahout one-tenilh of the
population. Candhi, as leader of the

Tadian Bevolutionary moveme m has
scathingly denounced the socl
system and freatment of the ilr;imia
ables. He has eaten, walked and tallke
with thelr leaders. His wife, however,
never would, nor would the majority
of his followers. Anid so the geneva
racial patiern in India remains the
same, It puis i the bands of the
British rulers a formidable weapon
ngainst Gandbi and his movement oz
the freeing of indi.

For Wegroes and white sympathizers
1o depend for reform upon the purely
social-political slogan, “segregation,”
seems futile to my mind. To whom are
they appealing? To the poorer whites
whe will spend thelr last dollar in
aping the well-to-do, but who de little
to changs their own segregated con-
ditien? Can we expect such whites to
carry the battle against racial discrime-

v

ination while the intellectusl and
prosperous sympathizers stay on the
salubricus side of the fence?

Even the removal of resirictive
covenants in property uwsage won't
completely solve this pmbl.f:m. Tor no
one can compel whites to live in a dis-
tricl or on a street where Negroes
have moved. Nor can it be ﬂpégwﬁ
that the cultared and more intellec
tual Negroes will stay long smong the
tess progressive farnilies of their race.
After all, in a free country both whites
and Negroes should have the vight o
choose their surroundings and their
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netghbors. Thoze families which are
progressive will, under conditions of
freedom, attract the Inendship i
‘ : of bke inclinations
and lnterests—whelher they are Negro
or white,

=5 11y the Morth feel that
they Emw an foddi'(i@'n‘zt WEADOT 1D
their strugple for equality —the
ical weapon. Polinicians of both parties
rin 1o cater to the Negro voie when
5 Ecu e mowﬁ o be a Tactor

polit-

S

states

tw f*ﬁi:i—: Northorn and horder
that 13 vote 15 a del nlng factor
i presidential, congressicnal and local
elections. With this weapon the Negro
may eventually force a meampe of
change 1o his social status and de soby
legal means. Bui even then his silua-
1ion will not he satisfactory. He st
ultimaiely hecome a mors progressiv
type of individeal, thus rising above
his traditional handicaps and environ-
ment.

Grunnar Myede!, Swedish social eo-
011@[’1’}359.? was apm:mrul by the Car-
nagm Corporation {o make a five-vear
study of the Negro problein in the
Enited Siates. His book An dmericon

Ddemma, pabdished last year, s the

result of his investigations. In this
rwo-volume work he included my

poem, 1 We Must Dig)”" and quoted
from my other writings, This iz one
of his critical comments:

“Clande MoEay i3 ip error when he
says: ‘Segregation 18 a very unfortun-
ate word, Mot by the greatest flight of
the imagivation could Negre Harlem
be congldered & segregal taf.t area. Be-
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whites

sides the large porceniag
doing business there, o large number
of whites also reside there among the
colored people. Ha

wr ks more like an
cconomically depressed avea. 1o sy
fast book I compared 0 0 the servant
guarters of a greai estate. The ser-
vants live on the lower level, but they
are 1ot segregated.

The simgtmu‘;mfﬁ may forever sing:
“Wo segregalion!” But there will he
no permanent selution to the problem
until the Negro makes hinmself so im-
portant a3 A group, Wi ECOnOMIC AS
well as in political ways, that segrega-
tion will be unprofitable.

MNosw, if one thumbs through the
history of white minorities, one dis-
covers that each minerity group won
a degree of economic and soctal priv-
flege in the hard way., The Irsh,
Swedes, Finns, Rassians, Rumanians,
Poles, Spaniards, Ttalians, Greeks—
al! struggied against the harsh preju-
dices of some ct}t.;!.wi!mg ETOUD OF Né-
tionality. And there ks no reason to
imagine that the Negro can win a
wider share of American democracy in
any but the hard way, that is—by
sheer accomplishment,

that in the nineteen

[ remember
thirties the movement to employ
Negroes in other than menial jobs
created o tense situstion in Harlom,
Ce of our young and popalar agi-
twiors, now a member of Congress,
demanded that the woiility corpora-
tions having branches i the Negro
districts provide I.:mtter jobs for the
Negroes, Cur voung friend was
promptly informed ;.mt Lhe employ-
ment policies of these corporations
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excluded not only Negroes bat
Jews and Catholics. How surprised
was this educated Wegro lo learn the
truth!

Just & Ltile more w{*ml know] :
—which was qw“‘ possible for him—
would have given him an understand-
ing of the work problems of these cor-
poraiions and have cansed him to ap-
proach the subiect In g more effective
manner,

in MY opinion the decisive will 1o end

dizcrimination must
develop among the Negroes them-
sebves, They can create their own en-
vironment--cither good or bad. So
long as they fail fo t‘ike the nitiative
n creating their own comuminitics—
i necessary from the ground up-—they
will be subject o exploitation by
greedy whites and vnscrupulous mem-
bers of their own race,

Thevarivus ways in which the Wegro
iz exploited may not be thovonghly
wnderstood by the public In generad,
but it 15 fairly well known that prop-
erty values fall whenever Negroes be-
gin to wmove inte a district formerly
occupled by whites, Saperficially one
would think that thiz would mean
fower rents or cheaper mvestments
houses !{;r the Negro, However, the
reverse 18 the amti]. Sinee the (.!.1&1!{,1&3
in which the Negroes are permitied io
live are few in number and smali in
area, landlords quickiy take advan-
tage of the situation and rapidly
increase tents, Because of low lnvest-
ments and  negligible  repairs, ths
landiords’ costs are Jow, so he Hterally
has a gold mine in the vental of prop-

segregation and
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for large families to Lve in

or flat, or
OE oo,
Living condifions such as the
bhevond endorance-—and they a
basis of the discourapement
Negroes face.

The way out for the oppressed Negro
hes in twe directions: Ove avenue of
relief is enough vpolitical power 1o
destroy the property covenant sysiem
which “fences in” this mmority group.
The other road to freedom i3 the
ownership—perhaps by cooperative
means—of sufficlent land o hve in
comfort and dignity, Ultimately land
real solution of the
2 lerma, for those who own the land

“own the sarth’” and determine ihe
conditions under which people mav
Hys,

1 MNegro leaders would rally fheir
peeple to a fuller understanding of
the power of the cooperative move-
meit T this coundry and to an oap-
preciation of the progress belng made
especialiv by cooperaiive housing en-

wiich

terprises, their people would soon
grasp the opportunity to own the
establishments in which they would

want to lve, They can alse own and
operate the stores in which to p%l‘”d]«‘\{’

food, clothing and other pecessities.
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of thelr pﬂl theme m* "‘cﬂ*m f
gation.” }ﬁv aher that
Mfﬂre the O S 0o race
hatred in zige in akes, Tiowas
that war, with ltfs consequent chang-
i p@ﬁ%iif"‘ and economic condi-
tions for the Neogro, that created the
?;;n{m’n as segregailon. Once
vsiem I‘?"E“Z’!i"li’, 13r<>iimt)!€‘ {5
erests, 't nromoted as b
woted, And thig
10us sx’ﬂ:t{*m “'ﬁi continue to thwart
5 s)f the Negro unless either
natary tay laws are

u‘-«-mmfa‘«awo

¢} g,z'% or suthicient Yand is acquired
by Negroes to insure their social free-
dom.

i the of nrutual respect and

economie justice, the white and Negro
racescan Hve in juxtapostiion. Netther
needs impose upon the other. Por it 1s
the right of all people, regardless of
race or oreed, that they sh have
itherty and an untrammeled oppor-
tunity for the parsuit of hanpin
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