exists, but it is by far the greatest of  ave pot
niouopolies—it perpetupl mo-  are positively detrimental to the gen-
nopoly, and it
other forms of monopely, It 15 quite Tand, which is a nscessity of human
existence, which is the original source
of all wealth, which is strictly limited

true fhat unearned increments in land
are not the ouly form of unesrned or
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CHURCHILL ON

Dur Mother Monopoly

Iutroduction by 1. Rupert Mason

Baszny is a seasoned politician fufly frank with neople,  Supposedly
Famart” poli s are accustomed to sound ocwr public opinion, to keep
abreast of it @s nearly as party leaders will pervit, bat aever o lead
the thoneht parade or 40 declare thomselves on rveally rovolutionary
fundamenta] issnes,

Winslon Churchill, Prime Minister of Great Dritain, appears o be
an exeeption to this rule. While still on the lower rungs of the ladder
of pnl;m'a! success and struggling for an opportunity to nfluence the
vnst the social

course of the natinn, Charchili vopeatedly Jashed out ag
and economic njustices of his fime. And he warned bis constituents
' were In store fop the nation

no uneertain language, that great
unless the trend io monopol
Churchill boldly predicted
would follow continued disregar
comditions. e declared that ne i
resources are expioited omly for the benefit of a favored few and access
o these rescurces is dented fo the many,
i {?1]}&[)3 ne greater fribute can be paid to the genius of this great
ader, and no more po estion given to our own political
iqum.m es, than fo guote from a h by Mr, Churchill which
appeared i the June, 194G, issuc of Lend and Liberty {London},

mad domestic onlanity
ial

nend for improvement in 5o

m can long endure if its natural

e 18 quite iroe that the land mo-  dpsl form of wnenrned  Ibcrement
nopoly s not the oaly monopely which  which is devived from proces

merely not bonek

mother of alf  eral public.
andeserved profit which individumls  in extent, which i3 fizced in ;sf rgrapli-
are able to secare; but it is the prin-  cal posttion—and, I say, diifers from
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all other forms of property in these
primiary and fandamental conditions.
Nothing is more amusihg than to
watch the efforts of our menopolist
oppousnts to prove that other forms
of property aad inecrement are ex-
actly the same and are similar all
respects to the unearned increment in
fand. They talk to us of the increased
profits of a doctor or a lawyer from
the growth of population in the towns
in which they live. They talk 1o us
of the profits of a railway through a
greater degree of wealth and activity
in the districts through which it runs.
They tell us of the profits which are
derived from a rise in stocks and
shares, and even of those which are
sometimes derived from the sale of
pictures and works of art, and they
ask us—as if it were the only com-

plaint—"Qught not afl these other
forms to be taxed, too?"

But see how misleading and false
all these analogies are. The windfalls
which people with artistic gifts are
able from time fo Hme to derive from
the sale of a picture—irom a Vandyke
or 8 Holbein—uay here and there be
very considerable. But pictures do
not get in aavhedy’s way. They de
aot lay 2 toll on anybody’s labour;
they do not touch enterprise and pro-
duction at anv points; they do not
affect any of those creative processes
ypon which the muaterial well-being
of millions depends; and if a rise in
stocks and shares confers profits on
the fortunate holders far bevond what
they expected or indeed deserved,
nevertheless, that profit has not been

Can Churchill rasist the pressure
of privilege at the Peace fabla?

reaped by withholding from the com-
munity the land which it needs, but
on the contrary, apart irom mere
gambling, it has been reaped by sup-
plying industry with ihe capital with-
out which it could not be carried on

if the railway makes greater profits,
i 15 usuelly becanse it carries more
woods and more passengers. 1f o doc-
tor or a lwyer enjovs a better prac-
tice, it ig beeause the dector attends
more patients and more cxacting pa-
tients, and “weanse the lawyer pleads
more suits in the couris and more
important swits. At every stage the
doctor or the lawyer i givi
in return for his fees, and if the serv-
jce 1s too poor or the fees are too high,
other doctors and other lawyers can

ng service
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come freely inte competition,

Fancy comparing  these  thealthy
processes with the enriclunent whick
comes to the landiord whe happens to
own a plot of dand on the outsiaris
or at the cenier of one of cur great
cities, who watches the busy popula-
tion around making  the oty
targer, richer, more convenient, wmore
famous every day, and all the while
sits still and does nothing,  Road
made, sirects are made, raifway sery-
ices are improved, elecirie light turns
night imlo day, eclectrie trams glide
swillly to and fro, water is brought
trom reservoirs a humdred miles off
in the mountains—and all the while
the landlord sits still,

To not one of those improvements
does the land mouopolist as a land
monopolist  contribute, and vet by
every cne of them the value of his
land iz sensibly enhanced. e ven-
dors no service to the community, he
contributes noihing to the gensral
wellare; he contributes nothing even
to the process from which Dis own
enrichment iz derived,

It is monopely which is the keynoie,
and  where monopoly prevails, the
greater  the injury 9 society the
greater the reward of the monopolist
will be. Sce how all this evil pracess
strikes ot every form of industrial
aciivity. The municipality, wishing

hin
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for Hroader streets, betier houses,
more healthy, decent, scientifically
planned towns, is made to pay, and
is made {0 pay in exact proportion
or o g very great extent in propor-
tion ag it has rted iself in the past
The more it
the more it
Bas mwereased the land  value, the
more it will have to pay for any land
it may wish to acquire. The many-
facturer proposing start & new in.
dustry, proposing  io ercet a great
factory, cfering emplovment to thou-
sands of hands, 1z made to pay such
a price for his fand that the purchase
price hangs round the neck of his
whole busing hampering iz com-
petitive power in every market, clog-
ging him dar mere thag any foreign
tariff i his expori competition, and
the Jand values strike down through
the profits of the mandiacturer on to
the wages of the workman,

Tt i3 not the individual I attack,
it is the system, Tt iz not fhe man
who is bad, it is the law which is bad,

t is not the man whe is blameworthy
for doing whai the law allows and
what other men do; it is the State
which would be blameworthy were it
not to endeavor to reform the law and
correct the practice,  We do not want
to panish the landlord, We want to
alter the law.

to make improvement
has improved the town,

» A teachier told one of her pupils to read a sentence and tell her what
the mark was at the end. ([t was a question mark)
Uhis i what he read: “Where are you going, little buttonhook P
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