Adexico bas come o fong woy I the pas
three decudes, She bas fc(mo:"mxzfzuzz&
seriven fo give the penpls their rig hiful
share in tha H’f)?dfﬁ;ia”

Adios to the Hactenda

Alberi Kreinheder

N MEEICO the haclenda’s kst court-
Iy howisa i.@d;lu)m for s pomp-
-ous oty has In s place

Miso: t}‘sg; \ii, :mﬁ; zﬂﬂriﬁaé
fseii

l)}- Hw fand
belon srked it To

own g‘nu‘:, <>£ fand meant merely 1o
find an idie plot, myémﬁ your furrows
and plant vour corn. But the Mexi
can ow zlé:é ‘the we of the fand, not the
land fzelf.
Absolaute ownership of land is an
Anglo-Saxon concepd : urd io the
old-time Blexinan as ownership of the
air or the sunshine, Land was God's
free gift, n ol 1o he aold, exchangsd, or
m(}f“zmwcei Corn, heans, catile—these
muid be bought and sold, but not
Lmd Land was bread and bread was
To have no land wus to die.
nother wholesome principle rooted
f_‘s@@p in Me “'E(*'w i'i*'zaiii.i{m 15 that of
The
g*‘ﬂr called
o moders
jlda vl
ad family uni,
,with common lands and
11;15 ?k"»m with joint ownership
of cattle and equipment, & commu-
mity where, in theory at least, all work-
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ed and shared and got an sven break.

Bat the ;:;luum was not io remain
so wlyllie, A rapacious Aztec royalty
tearned ah nt private ownership of
tand, Then Corter and bis conguerors
sliced inte the cjidos. Pinally Por-
firiy Diaz invited absentee capitabisig
1o fatien their purses on the labor of
the peasant,

Under Diaz, Mexico became a
country of huge hoclendas vangiog
from several thousand acres fo wvast
estates, some larger than the siates of
Massachusetis and Rhode Island com-
bined. By ro1o, 6.9 per cent of the
rural families had no land whatever.
Maoreover, three-filths of the popula-
tion, in addition to losing their com-
munal lands, had become serfs Bving
in mortal fear of a Ascendodo whoss
word was Jaw,

The ric
PoOGTET. it yors iLL 15;{"§7§tc§.§)1ﬁ1
wrath descended upon Porfirio Diaz,

The rov o!z was led by Bmillano gia-
pata,a man “who had known 211;%?{4{
who had been forced to Ystep into the
diteh™ when the master passed. I
Zapata who charged through the
haciendas and aroused the seris to the
oy of “land and liberty.” I was
pata who announced to the woedd
“we shall not uy down our arme
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ADIGE

wntil the eiidos of our villages are re-
stored o us, und 11 we are given b
the lands wihi
from us duyi
Porfirio E}m,f,, ﬁ]l{*f‘ justice was Sube
ject 1o his caprice

Zapata’s prod \i.z.ug fnally produced
the Constitution of 1917, which prom-
ised land, Ftflatly stated that the na-
tion must “impose on private property
such Hmitations as the pu!}!‘ic Trterest
way demand”; ikat the lands of the
great hackendas must be restore E to
thelr rightiul owners,

Today one-filth of the population
has regained its l(mé‘i; $2,000,000 &0
have heen distributed, and v4,:
giido villages, numb{érgng £52,000 Taim
ilies, have b-m created. bince many
of these vitlages imas: d% eloped Tittle
or no comemunal life, they are not all
true ejide vil i' wes, The ejido most
interesting fo us i3 the commanal

""‘b
eiido and il iz that we shull discuss,

wrransl elide follows a
old as recorded history,
- as modern as the most
progressive tendencies in the Unred
States. In the effort to adapt & tradi-
fional cultural form to an ever-<chang-
ing eavironment, Me
m'}f}p«:ﬁraiiw commuunities w
iy adhere (o the Rochdale
Ji Consumer Cooperation,

The ejide worker |

i wagy it

i’iz&‘i:

THIS WEW
patier
with &

also in community pr coording
to the number of horrs he has worked,
witheut regard for his daily waze,

Foremen, stovekzepers, all rospon-

TC THE

HACTEND A s,
sible villag
cally f:lr&{.tn_ ’ai{now*l im BOVETD
mf:ut has an overall agy ral plm
to which the m:..liv.é.duzl.. o must
conform, thore stiil remaing 4 large
domain for democratic community da
Thus is forming In embryo the
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political and secial consclousness that
Mexico sadly nesds for her continued

development.

Vi o the eiido is the Nationsl

Bank of Ejido C rt‘f’li‘g, WE‘;E-’"{} i due
time will he
the worl

advancos me
«?tfr- mﬁthen ,md

ey for the g"aurc,mgf‘: (}f

150 wr(} rements,

{_af ionai
3 mijj} bL 1ying and
; 3@(%10 of nmclsm%.
t( k and seeels; conducts agrt-
al schonls; chooses ;}m SERIY R w
be wni to the Untted States for ag
cudtural stady.

Between the move successiul ejido
ages and the surviving haciendas

contrast as slriking as thai be-
twaen the medieval and the modermn,
Where before was monotony and
gnation thers now exists an excit-
*wr O The ejido pro-
pla schools and hospi-
!»;? and in B0 1 Lhe hacenda-
do’s formids shif mansion has been <on-
w! inio an agy ol

ultural schodl, a
w8 2 hotel to
There 1z a

, OF g.{’?!h
}z“ m;sua tyade,

sirit—the  respo E%um cours-
SUS ’wuﬁt of men who are fres.

i@izzzt economic penelts has the
sht? Poverty is stll the

ejido brong
condition of the majority of Mexicans,




_‘u_i

and the cjiri() worker shares this pov-
erty, The sleddiog has been tough.
But the reasons are thar The 'lz]dch.,.
and his ancesiors have been serls; |
takes time io walk again ke free men.
Vast diglocations accompany the tvan-
sition toa new economy; and the World
War has further complicated the agri-
cultural picture.

Critics, and there have heen many,
stress that fmportations of beans s and
corn have Increased under the gjido
system. They fzil o note, however,
that while the preduction ol these
items fell slightly, national production
of 13 other crops increased in the same
perind by 51 per cent and that com-
munal production increased more thaa
private. Likewise, the e]him have
culitvated more of their lawd than
have the haciendas and have graduo-
ally increased the amount of produc-
tion per acre.

This growth in productive efficiency
s the i(}g;ca.l promize of the eiido sys-
tem. It comes slowly, but certain fea-
tures of an enlighiened government
volicy insure its coming. One balwark
of this policy is the manifest atisude
that power should rightfulty rest
those who produce the wealth of the
world, Another is the government's
honest effort to educate the peasantry
—by furmishing technical advisors to
the ejidos, by gjide schools, and by &
national campaign agalnst illiteracy,
Mexico is poor and the job is ex-
pensive and will therefore take time.
But Meaxico is not so poor as she once
was. She has today the third largest
gold reserve in Latin America.  As
soom as the United States agamn makes
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them available, Mexico can pay cash
{or modern {arm implements. She can
extend frrigation projeciz and farm
crodits, And these things ghe infends
to do.

'[7*’»5

5uT reactionary elements still block
the smooth working of the ¢jido sys-

tem. The hacendados who lost their
lands are not happy, Their number Is

but they are influential and
sometimes cunning. They regard the
land distribution program as extrems-
Iy highhanded. In liguidating ihe ha-
ciendas, builldings, cattle, frui frees,
all improvements were pald for, butin
many cases #af g peso was given for
the Yand iese

In justice, in const
in the decpest Mexican t“;‘wziiii{m the
fand belonged 1o the peasant who la-
bored upon it But g){:z"haps direct

neglhigible,

tutional law, and

seizire was not the most praciical

3

way Lo restore it to him. A land-value
tax, as used in Denmark, would have

ac(famp!hhed the same end with less

havd feeling.

A graduated land-value tax which
1axes according to what and can pro-
duce rather than what it aciually doees
produce would have made it exceed-
ingly unprofiiable for o hacienda to
retain land it did not use. The peasant,
in twrn, could have taken any av vail-
able land for his own use merely by
paying the az mzai tax or dus. Given
such opportunity, he need not stiffer
under the w t:z.lghanf! of 5 hacendado,
And the hacendado, finding fewer and
fewer peasanls to work his acres,
would be forced to give up more and
more of his bloated .!;.t.,!(llilgb.
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ADIGE
Thfore is, IMOTEOVER,  OnE BeTIOUs
*w‘ ni mﬁ
; ah{? .i‘ga.(:imc. 3
varied {u
to the
ﬁuz{!
nour
Ti iz a z)umm. » heritage, born |
siraple, changeless society and cannol
readily t‘.o].}_a withy shifting world de-
mands or adjust o rapid mprove-
menis in agricaltural technioue,

The fized nature of the commumal
village limits the kind 4*1{1 extent of
cooperalion pos village
community s not ety the
most advantageous unil for all forms
of cooperalive caterprise. In s
mark cooperatives cul across bou
daries (o develop along Hnes of woutuad
advantage. Thus, a farmer may have
membershin in 2 mitk prodacers’ co-
operative and belor also to o truck
farming cooperative that is composed
of entirely different members.

In Mexico today there is a growing
sendency toward individusl rather
than communal granis. About ope-

Warn Is o

3

When Lt &.ﬁﬁ ¥
ihe
remarked é,hz)
The waliter ?jﬁiz
other capr of cofiee, *

« Man's capacifics hawe ¢
he can do by any frecedents,

s preasurad.

TO THE HACIENDA 467

Tourth of the ojide families have asked

for their own privaie lands. Those
rhio do go ot on thels

will have ¢ froma th

f..z&g)éﬁ
conperaliy
the ejido sy
Blevicn today can he
throush the eve of the tourist or, more
ﬁ:'x:.éz}m.tz.w!'-', fromn ihe atiitude of the
historian. The tourist will compars
Mexico™s shabby countenance with
the grandeur of the United Siates
But the histovian will rew
deplovable misery of rgro, H
that Mexico has come a long w
¥ siriven
the gg{:o;‘}!a: their righiduol 5.«;!'141@ in l.m
E*Ic mll 868 an :rwﬁtlc.{mm,%

imd t '11 iE 2 ejido, drawing on the
accumulated tradiion of ages, s per-
haps & necessary step toward 2 more
perfect economy.

Ié.?’rfﬂigi e ﬁlﬁ"iﬁf

r;m!\ Blevers sat down Lo dinner at the Officers” ﬁl'iﬂ}y
1 {ork but no spoon. “This coffes

,Ltg,_, hot to stir w

urned 4 short time later wi

t a0 hot, si
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Wy smsg{efs.”
P e beamed,

fo judge of whai
THOREAU

Nay are

Fas been Iried.




