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Chairman’s Address.
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PEOGRESS TOWARDS UNITY,

That God, which over jives and loves,
One Uod, one faw, e clement,
Al one fur-oll Divine event,

To which the whele wreation moves.”

TRy,
ME. CHAFRMAN AND CHRIETIAN BRETHRE

BL was with a good dead of trepidation thai | accepted the
position of Chalrman, to which you olecied me Lwelve months ag, the
apparent urasinity with which your wish was expressed being the only
Justification for wry accepting o position whish se many of my brethren
Were  moie qlld:]i_fieti. to filh. Che duly  which § am - expected  to
discharge this evening s one which might well make any laymasn pause
cpting  ofiic bixt o sddvessing you tonight ©of aganyad
of & brathesly, sympathetic recoption for angything of wourth that 1 iy
speak, and {hat ‘nnpl{ ailowance will be made for all failings and short-
comings, on aceount of the difffenities which & b voman of business
Bt ;ai\a.. encounter when he atbonmpts Lo produce from the office or
the shop lhar which B the watural produet of the stedy.  One thing
Foae bbanklul fov L ospeal for myself adone o my  ulleranes has no
olficaal signitication: [ am free (o speak as § think, without committing
yun e unihnur I m iy, words wan nnl\' mfuense you i

¥ they
apper]l 1o your reason or conscience. 1 you ne authoritative
irderpre

tion of dogmea, and the Laws of the Churel will remain
uvatiered when | f]!llsh

Une of the G Seaves of oifiee T that falks on the chairman-clect
(48 least 1 speak from expericnee) i the choies of a subject for his
addiess. Chureh Jinance cerurred fo e as a suitable subj
tnvman, bulb that s vl te : suve, ST Fortun
ded. b osay imrn;mie‘l\ beoatse we are Lo have some i ~h inrh
wwa apon i by one of our ininisterial bretheen ducing the ]uva(*ni
SELOTL. Then {he question arose, shoald 1 deal with some of
the modern developments  of  Theolagicsl  Thoughi. or  the Higher
Criticism, from the standpoint of the pew? Bat discretion seemed the
better part of valo Firally the diveetion in which my remarks should
seemied Lo indicate itself almost naconscicns and {o-night T shabl
avour fo present o your minds something of what appears fo me a
al movement towsrds noitye-coity of thovght, word, apd deed,

L requived o text for my address | would take those beauwtifol Hnes
by Tennyson, wlich we use as one of owr byions ¢

e thi

“hur hittle sysiems have their day
They have thelr day and cense 1o he -
They are but broken lights of Thee,

And Thon 3 Lord art orore than the

We have hut faith @ we eannot know
Wor hunowlad: o bhines we see,
And yeb we frast it comes from Thee

A beam in darkuess, let ib orow,

Lot knowledos orow from maore to more,
But more of reverenee in nx dwell :
That meind and Seul, according well
May make one masie as hefore.
' Bt vaster, ™
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b wou oare aware, doonediaiely alier my election |
cotony abd Lraveled vight round e warld, Almost everywhere i
evidinees of growing unity lorced themselves upon me 8o prominenddy,
that nothing hort of an amalgamation of all the religious denominadiions
of this eolony into one Mational Churelh of Christi Belie s could
have sarprised wmie on mwy retuen, while the continued oppusition of
Eaplain Husselt and Me Baddon in politics seemed almost unmataral.
et me mention o few instances by way of As oa
coincidence 1 commenced amy travels in 2 Union Companys boat, and
owhicd in the United States of  Awmesien. Theve, where o dew years
before | had found the bitterest bostility to England and all her ways,
T found on my actival the fickering flame of friendship and uniky,
which grew aml grow during the two months | was p,tssmg throngh,
ha conmtey, 1336 fairly blazed by the iime ) veack Now York, where
the combination of the @ Upion Jack 7 and “ 1 k] ;.a.nd Hteipes ¥ i
places of amusement almest drove the people frantic with enthus
One of the most  plesaat memories of wmy eip i derived  from
the faed that 1 was there o aee, and to partieipate in. the develapment
of this grest teapsiormaiion, which iz franght with such wonderfud
prssibilitios fov the fature of the Anglo-Celtie waee, nnd, indeed, for the
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While passing through ihe States 1 had wy abiention divecied o
soree marvellous vesults obtained by seientific teseareh in bridging the
guli hetween matter and mind, which gives promise of woifying resulis
in the firtwre, and which I hope to vefer to later on. There also I came
in tontact with the Christian Seientists, who elgim to have diseoversd
the wost complete oneness of matter, wind, and spivit, while in the
Gomaip of ecomwmics, the prowing resognition of the close cownection
between fand temures amd social conditions suguars well for unily of
wetion in the future. Tn the religions sphere, one of my fivsk duties
a day oy two after Janding in Seatl: and was bo visit.as vour representative,
thie O alsgregational Umrm of that counlry, where, for the first time abnea
the final campletiom af Union, the Eva 1 Ummn-\és and the
cegationalists were sitiing fogether

also found that wevs {
ihe mrnslgamation of (he ¥y

¢ lasid. while across the
Tord al its head. was
uniiving the Free Chuve ;

I the vealm of pohitics.  wonderful manifesio issusd by the
Tsar of all the Bussias for the disarmament of Jurope almest stirtled
the civiliced workl, and should prove » valtahle assirance to those who
are tooking for n speedy adveni of the millennium, and. however mnch
sudwequent nts may indicate the tmprobabitity of an early atiain-
ment of Thig tdeal of Umiv the Christine world will pot readily permik
to fadl inde ublivion a proposal so far-reaching towards the time when
there \.hl]l be Peace on Earth amongst men of Goodwill,

b then, and swhither tendeth. this greal movement
towards Ly, which promizes not only fo prodoce wnity of fhooght
in the different branches of human Inewledge, bt Lo co-relate them all
inko one complete and harmonions whole?  The Rev, Alfred Fowhand,
in his address from the chair of the English nion bud May, veferring
tor the deeay of the denominational sendiment. as we hove known it
which he predicied would net lous onthive ihe dying century. gave as
oie of the veasoms for ils dissppearsnee the fact ¥ that Chyistinns
sencrally know each other far better tham they formerly did” and it
s dn this erowing kKnowled af v fellosemen, and of the Lows of {he
pniverse in which we dwell, th;_[‘[ is cnabling men everywhere, pmd on
1y eonecivable subject. to see Lhings “eve lo eve ™ completaly
thian they hive ever devne bf\ism‘ Dnperfect knsm]é-dwv invariahly bhegels
diversity ol opindon, and fwc[uemii} strife and dissens fubler knaw-
fedpe brings grealer emandmity of thought, asd perfeet koowledge, as

1 for
Wy

torder “The Free Churelr Connedl,” witih
ing on a noble work in the way of




unity.
kil it k2 setiled ¢ on of a
spirituad troih.

of the marvellous discoveries in the domain
wto cloger toueh with
aan bardly be

Fhe humanitarian eifee
of physical science, in brivging the whole race
one anather, by suwch eneies ag steam apd electric
stimated, and  the peace proposals of the ) may well he
comsidered s only an indieation of greater movements in the futuve,
waking for the solidarity of the race, as the result of a growing intimaey.

If we ceutd elearly comprehend the st aud agencies by which
we have arrived af onr present position, it wonld probably help 1o
indicate the divection in which we nay expect to make further Progress,
and o elesr convietion of where and how we ought to go will make our
efforts more Grnitfol in results.

Let me indicate bhriefly some of the probable stages and
methods by which homan kaowledge has been evelved in times past,
with the hope that it may throw seme Hghi on  the path of febure
progress. 1 was a good deal impressed with & beok I read
recently, entithed, “The Theory of Fluman  Progression,”
about  ifty  wears age by Patrie Edward  Dove.  This  writer
while helieving that the * Greatest staddy of manking iz man” mainta
that this i% free only when man reaches a cortain stage of development,
that before he o jentitionll; e 56 have made
considerable  progr with  the observation and classificotion of the
phenomena of Nature sround him.  He claims that there has been a
natuial and ne ry order or sequence governing the progression or
developaent of man's knowledge in tines past, and shat carciul analysis
will enable us with acevracy 1o determine what that order has been, and
to predicate with a good deal of assurence the direction and steps ib
Etake in the fature

Begluning with logic as the first of the selences, the power to think,
preceding the act of thinking, he fraces maw Progy as he emerges
from the jungle of physical evolution : his first thoughts would e

of numbers, the number of puts on the tree, the nmmber of beas
of prey, becanse it is ahsolutely necossary o know something of
the  scence of  numbers  before the mind ean  comprehend  the
vithmetie belore  algebra. I like juanner

seience  of  quantities,
& Rnowledge of quantitie
dimensions, or geometry
of

irolved in the lawe

entind toa proper undesstaiding of
all in turn being necessury as being
which is necessary to n knowledge of
chemistry, and so on, fr morganic to organic.  Chemistry  Dbeing
necessaly te a proper understanding of botany or plant life, o knowledge
of which is necessary to waderstand biology, or animal Jife, which latter
is esrentinl to the sciemee of physiology. or heman life.

It 15 pet contended that it was necessary for man to have veducod
ench of these bravehes of knowledge, or fhe many sobdivisions w
might be made, to the position of an exact seience, before he could begin
i think of the next in order, bhut rather thal il was necessary for kim
in thinking in the order named, snd impassible for him to syslem-
afise with acenraey bis knowledge of ome sueeceding branch until he had
dome 1t with the preceding one.

The wetbods emploved by man for the attainmmeni of knowledge
avied In every age, s with ap upward tendercy, and 1 think
it s an undoubted faei that the murvellouns advances of discovery and
cention in the past fifby vears have beer huvgely due o the supevior
mitific weibods which huve been wmdopied in the invesligation of
naivral phenomena during  that peried. The fest essentinl to the
acquitement of knowledge s the corvest shservation of fucls or pheno-
wrema, the next dg the proper elassification of the facts . :ma} the
third the deduction of the laws governing the ditferent groups of Taets
The application of these methods to the inve af  apiritual
phenomena s likely to produes the most benefic

I vesults,



1o all ages man haz been found theovising on the natuve of the
vniverse, and of fife, getti his  Hheos tegted by ail the kmpown
fnets anel by other : they come under observation. History proves
that fxlse theortes are not usually lomg Hved: s school of seeptics
isvariably comes aleny whose destruetive criticism compels them to
erumble away, and, on the whole, the vace has heen elpod yather than
bt by their premulgation, so that if 1 ovefer 1o seme modern theories
whick appear o you wild and fanfastie, you wil calmly rvest on the
assiuranee thaf treth alope possesses that mighty power which must
finally prevail, The e attitude of the Christian heing one of cautions
receptivity, * Prove all things, hold that which is pood.”  We st not
he afraid the lighi, or reject truth sbmply beeasse iL i new to s,
Bt should be willing to veceive amb welcome it, however WnpEGINising
ihe guarier frein which it may come.

A new theory frequestly stimuletes thought and investigation
along  fresh lines, which vesnlis either in domonstrating it %o e
sornd. amd establishing it as o law of Nature, or disproving and demelish-
ing it. The danger bes in the tempiation to make facts fit in with
the iheory, instead of getfing a theory which will include and explain
all the Tascts

{ want now fo drw vour ablention v
evicences of pro i made towards ity of (honght by the
g to some of the madern Leor fi
may possibly lead men to sEll greater unification of thought heve-
afler.  Laok. thes, at the domsin of physical seience. Ever sinee
Galileo got inlo trouble with the anthorities of his time fov propounding
a new theory of the motions of the heavenly bodies, men have heen
gaining knowledge of the laws controlling our solur syaten, @l to-day
even the Pope of Rome would confess to a beliel that 1 arth vevolves
on ity axiz, ing the phenomenon of might and day. The same process

i Nowton's theory

ml acceptance took place with reference io
of pravitatios, while, coming to our owi time, nwny hore are ofd enongh
o rementher the storm of deruneintion wud abtse which raged round 1he
Bead of poor eld Darwin when he launched his then hevetieal notions of
evolution, scientists vying with religionists in the venom and bitterness
of their eondemuation. Further investigation hus commpelled an almost
universal acceptanee by scientific men of his doe ringes, and the appliea-
tion of them to a much wider range of phenomena than was originally
comtemplated by him, while u leader of religions thought like Professor
Prummond, convineed of the operalion of evolutionary fuw in the
wtural workd, holdly set forth the prounds of his helief that it operated
also in the spirituzl world. The later discovery of a co-ordinafe Iaw
of self-sacrifice onby explaing and removes sone of the ditficultios in the
way of aceepting the law of the apvival of the fittest, by showing that
altruisin is a condition of filness,

A wmwrvey of the past Afty years revenls the mosi mavvellous
sirides made in the development of the physical s s, and the con-
sequent  progress towards unity of opimon amongst sefentific investi-
eators, bt no opo wonkd elaun that the smme radamientad sdvanee had
hoen made in the soeial seiences. or in the development of spi ritial
knesleden, and the explanastion will probably he fonnd in Dove’s pre-
position regarding the necessary arder or sequence in the Progression
of human knowledee, L seems Lo have been necessary that the know-
ledae of physical science should be wel  developed  and stematised
betore it w ssible to make mush progress with esonomic science, the

: application of which T conceive to he the speeial seork
of thiz geeerabion.

Followine Dove's theory of progression, when we leave the purely
cand come to deal with man as social being, we find
him planming and scheming, producing and disposing, jostling swith his
follows, filled with great aspirations, not only for this wovld, but for that
which is to corae. and so we have to find laws for his nidanee, wol only

shorily to some of the

o g
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sa wn Idividoal, but
terin seciety ; but ihe
man in the acquisil
he k

ax o wember of a greater

: taken,

b be determined un a scien-
ve of the laws whish shali
sfations with his fellows
political knowled

fifie hasis, before he ean get aceurate knowle
determiine the extent and Hmitations of his
L other wonds, economie knowles nast pre
aael the Iatter in its twrn must widergo further development before he
can get the fullest possible light on the rel: ationship hetween himself
and [,r;sl av spiritual kaow [enir-o

T have-alvesdve stated that T believe the development and application
of economic knowledge 1o be the special work of this peneration, and
hore let me say that [ fully believe the law has heen observed anmd for-
rmrulated which will give onity of thought in this divection, and ouiy

aits the development of men’ for it coptance. 1t
g law anmalogons io the law of g tation, raling in the seonomis
world with the ssme fnvariability and uriversality as that law rules
ir the physien! world, performing similar funetions
s dow mizht be expressed i shese words: Phot the grewih of
wl  d mwEmibers opg onpdetty ekibils  wtself in dnereased losd

This 1 huhl good :"h(lht*’l‘ the wmw%h i.u capacity be of
sical, meni .z! 8 o oohild of God has
& lwht Lo oan sy u},us:nzm. RS wi’ participating in t growth and ithe
value which it creates. To me the facis which demonstrate this law
are ag clesr a to 2s those which support the law of gravitation,
and with th believing in the Fatherhood of God, to whon
sech one of His fren is equally deay, I cannor oelieve that He
APPLOT systemy which epables o very few of Hizs children to
mioncpolise the advanta tame goime  from an incvesse of their
maber, amd  from o and  pow over the pro-
duetive forces of Nat thai  advancement as a whip
fo the backs of the reg fellows., Of eourse, the guestion
wheiber the present lices wanlt, and  whether any
proposed change vovenent, one on which many
of you would i profoundly impressed with
the helief that h all the sin and suffering
attached fo it i : by roof Go
benevoleni eternal . that the
methad of f:zm"ph"'ng W]Hl ] lnv« zmd thase evils has
been demonstrated; believing this, [ say fo vefrain from speaking of it
would be moral cowardice in me, the betraval of a sacred fimst, and in
the Muasfer's name [ now demand of you to at loas amine the evidence
able vegarding the possibility of securing for child of God
reasomable human e ence in thiz beantiful worid of His, which 1Te has
frrnzehed so abundantly with all things necessary {o man's comfort and
happiness

Ty ps some of you may object that this iz pot a subjeet for a
religious gathering like this, but I know of sothing marking ocut one
:pbew of maw's interest, or ]\ﬂm*'lvdw{i as sacred and another as secular,
and [ am thankizl, as an evidence of progress towards unity, for the
vapid disappearance of the striking contrast that used to be drawn
botween material, as secular we on the ong hand, and ritnal,
red kanowledge on the other, and believe it must ultimately pass
entively.

The laws whick covern i the shvateal world and in the econony’s
world are no less Dhvine, awd, therefore, sacred, than th \le}‘*}
prevail dn the spiritusl world, and 2 kniwledge of them is equally
necessary to man’s highest <1He>iapma\nf A justification is
required for asking you o enguire with diligence how far present day
soeial conditions are in conformity with the Divine Will as expressead
f the laws of the universe, and, having arrived at a conviction ihat

prd  to use
of (i
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oyou will
and chary

if &
'.hv;-m‘

bul most  religious
o guestion woa

: guestion, anmd so i
i e('ummm guestion  a guestion, and the
mmmi that awaiis discnssion and settlement
e relationship that shall exist Letween man and the
lts‘n on which he must 1 ard move, and have earthly being, and
when the churches come to resbive, what | believe to be n fa t, that the
highest development of spirifbual tnowledge and gpiviinal Bfe s bein
and must be, vetarded, until swr econowie conditions are brought move
mto harmony with the Divine Will, then they will bend their energies
more effestiy to the solotion and settlement ut the y [N
Furiher confivmadion of this theory of i will be found if
we look at the chaos in .a}nz'-,, political guestions are nvolved to-day,
and when I us tiw WUl([ D ma"sl in Tli"w‘ O ('t'icm E Fff‘t“ i'(’r fhe
relationship exist

B mnh(] which soe [ l;w State hfzu @y fﬂls {m m.;n}-v B3
shividuals of 1 F 1Ny Om Lhese aquestior yow o
bardly fim} Uweo people who will be (lfinui ag to where the fanetions
of the individual shoeuld heenme m d mte these of the Stwis, On
tiie cme hamdl, we have those wha alaim that not ms!y 5] m_i}{l men
have equel avcess to all the opporfnnities of Natwre, hut that all the
implements of production and exchange should be owned and rr'rnum]m
by the Btate-—in fact, that every intevest and activiiy of the individual,
m the eradle o the v, :w‘l'x::w.ﬁ(‘l i}t: controlied by socety fo its
ollective capncity in the inter
rnd extent of the daily task. i ave those who
befieve that the State hos ne ?mm except ypreventing
s incividn t] s liberty of his fellows, and
an sndless varieiy fwe extn That »
fnw will be discovered whirh will bringumity oot of this chaos T verlly
believe, but I alse think that farther progress must be made in ihe
adjustment of economic relationships hefore anything like agreement
can he atiaimed in fhe Hement of political m?ﬂtmn'khm-.
Coming pow 1o the domain of spiriteal knowledge—although we
see evidences on every hand of movement {owards unity coming with
the falier hght which aceompanies incrense of knowledge, still it seems
o me progr made in this divection hag been slow and halting, and
furgely of a negailve characte Still. owr  losses  often prove  onx
rentest gabes, and the loss of the old confiict beiween L and
ence has been a preat gain to both. The season of severely
e eriticlsn through which theological thonght has heen passing for
& good namber of yen ey to be closing for the present, and am era
of reconstruction taking its place, and in that veconstructice the results
earch will play an important part.

The striking tendency of the present ime towards waity of material
and spiritual krowledge has come about by the extension of seientific

homte the rvealms of fthe cecunlt, and the broadening of man

comeeptions of the spivitual, LI they almost seems on the verge of
menting.

LS
&

andenined
[ : confining
their at to the fhwe mmhhnn« of anllrb Ih;md« and gages, and
prepared to deny the {4 fourth condition. The obserration
of eertain phenomena not controdled ov aceounted for by the laws of
ihe fivst three conditions pece ated the admisston—aoay, compelled the




acknowledgerent--of a fourth oo iz al the Hoe of this
elheric, or fourth eondition, that some startling modern theovies pron
developments  In the diveetion of hmnan knowlsdge
yroviding a meeting place for material and ritnal seienes, the s
with the unseen.

Az an illnstration of sclentific progress adong this line, 1 night
'um:m; the phenomencn of nduction i our telegraph and tetephone
B cerfain afmospheric conditions it has been observed that,
without contact at sny point, a e smssing along ome wive geis
ndaected into oiber parallel wives, ;qni_ g be baken off fhem by the
wmstruments at the end.  This h been diseovered to be s nde of
mation in the ether 3 ing throngh the atoms of the wive,
on which the message . takes up the vibeations mtm]mu
there, carries them thmlwh the irtervening atmosphere, and repm udm‘em
them in the other ;mml}v[ wirves

Iurther, we are told that many of the phenoinena which we see
areuml as are similarly  eans vy vilvations, some of them in the
probably in the ciber, or it may be even in some ver
condition  or pooof  subsi For example, take
Acertain munber  of vilbse in the atmosphere to e
¢ will produce a il andible to the human eav: inerease the
rate (:i ﬂmxe vilrations, sund vou get hig ey oy sonnds, uniil at
i i s oreeeiver, that p(*mf stk
¢ people hearing lower
limit,  Inereasing largely
riain combitions, heat i develaped, furthe
=-Tn'= mehn;zn' electric light.  This mavks
; . and we then cote to dest with
this subtler form of substan A high rate of vibration
in this interstatinl element ns the .&*muh-)'u e}: the Honigen v
by whaose aid we can Nterally look through our own bodies, and perform
many fe that would have secured me - owitcheraft nol so
fong ago. In this same region we can ],ﬂfnﬂn ihe marvels of wirel
aphy; sel wp disturbanees in the ether with one machine, whi
another machine, properly A(E[‘{I\f[d or attuned, will take up and repeai,
thongh situated nmiles apart, and using noe medium bat the ether. Now,
some of you must be thinking that “this s highly extraneous maiter.
What 1 have been tyving to lead up to 1s this, that with these wonder-
ful examples of man's knowledge of thiz invicible substance, and his
suecess in utilising s power. it dees not take such a greal stretch
of the imagination to seriously consider a itheory like this: Thot e
hnan mind e the operatien of Eh L7 wpe 0 giwmvider, or  sEl
hdgher, range of vibraiio i the ethor, widich, possing Lheough the
!PZ-:»GT”E/'STH:??/_(J’ etmosphicre,  similarly Hoates ofher winds, powstiey thein
Lo {4 it thauglite, and i thix were hew many of the strange
phencmenz of life around v would be ex]al ained ? Thought transference.
the ceenrrence of which requives some other explanation Tthin mere coin-
cidence, would appear in ihe naturad ovler of things, and the awful
potency of even unspoken thoughts would compel a d&opom?d sense of
responsibility.

This brings me {0 speak of the Chreistian Sdentisfs, whe ave very
rumercus in America, and have adbevents new in every pwrt of the
weorld,  You will have ohaevved that some of their number have been
receiving unenviable notoriety in the Loudon esbies of late, In eon-
weetion  with the death of Havold Frederic.  OF course, it i3 nof
necessary to actept e doctrine of any ool of thought, neither
would it be wise to wlect every precepl of any school beeause of the
vagaries of some of ite followers.  Judged By this method west sections
of Christianity would have been out of couwrt long age. Personally, T
am a good deal vepetled by the idea of selling a O hristian scientific cure
for headache fur 50 cents or wpwards, according fo the nafure of the
mse or the depth of a pafient’s poeket.
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alike in every indi
s highey than the ay
ations, under «
: pr(‘a(iuc-izzg Beght, as
s Hinit of ouy power fo




Gui. fortunately, there
demands a more 1 i
whose books, sach ag © God's In
of beautiful and elevating thong
exponent of Christisn  Seience.
bebief this bypotnesic: Thet ee
e empressed i a physh

anoiher phase of thiy new schood which
pony tion. sty Wood, of Bos

: taken us the sophie
take =as the basis their
y thosght takes on o physteal form, o
el eondition, with the neturel corollery, fhef
crary physieal form or eondifion &s the direct vesult or produst of thouglt,
and v nocessarily conodle of being eondrolled ov madifisd by thowaht,

This appears at fisst sight a very startting theory, as all new and
fundamental theories fnvariably do, but, after all, iz it not ouly a
generalisation in accordance with phenomena of evervday obsérvation?
Almost everybody would admit that mind sometimes aifects or modifie
matier, What mother that bas bad the rearing of chilklren but knows
how strong mental emotioms have so affected matter as o seriously inter-
fore with the digestive organs of her child?  This idea that wind trans
forms maiter is mot by any mesus a new ane: bow often have we heavd
people remarking about the fender, loving spirit being reflected in the
saintly face of their friemd ' )

[f. then. in ecertain o
prodiees
rence i3 ¥
i part of a ot nmderstood by oy
with the extensive hypothesis of the Christian 8

Onr the authority of Mr. Hen
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it eann be shown that mental theought

bat guite in aces
entists ¥

Weod, whom § met in Boston, 1L
understand that at the Swithsonizn  Institute, Washington, a hvee
nimber of experiments have been made which give support to. this
theory. For example, samples of perspivation have been taken from a
great many persons, whose mental condition at the thne was known, and
ihese submitted to chensdeal analy vesulting im the working out of a
forrmmla which enables them now to take similar samples without
knowing the mentsl condifion of the subject, and give from analysiz a
pretty accurate deseription of their mental condition. The Christien
Seientigts, believing mind to be the predominant partrer in man, capable
of controiting and modifying the material pari of his organizm, look
upon health amd dizsease as the vesult of mental rather than material
and by means of right thinking believe they can evadicate

conditions, and hi
andd avedd disease, amd elaim to bave periormed some remarkable enres
vpon themselves amd others. They quote the words of Christ, when
referring to His own wonderful works of healing, He told His disciples,
“That greater things than He did wounid they do,” and believe He spoke
in a lieral semse. And when we come to think of it, bave not some
sections of the Christian Chireh been claiming all through the ages to
have worked miraeulous bodily cures, and is it not just possible that
bave been operating uncomseicusly a great matural law? 1
essed with this faet, that among the rank and file of the
wd with, their faith in the
Divine chsracter of their religion was based move on the miraculons
works of theiy present leaders than on the supernatural revelation
gecorded 1o the founders of their faith.

i further imvestigation should coufirmn and establish their 1
%, think what an immense field it will open up, and what a v

sas iy
Mormon people. whom I met and conv

thesis,
Fange of mysterious phenomens it will tend to explain.

Many of the diffferdt mysteries of spiritualism will disappear, the
Cunnipresence of God will then be understood in n very real sens if
Lok on ourselves and af) the visible world around us as the conder
of His great thought of love, while the means of communication between
His Spiit and our spivits will come within the range of our compre-
hepsion, and surely constrain us to a more complete and  consclous
swrrender of ourselves to Him,

s ap evidence that these ideas ave not merely the empirical magin-
of a set of ignorant people, but have some basis of selentific truth,

IE
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i might vou to thet wonderful uttoran Wilham Crooke's, at
Bristol, n few months age, where, as President of the Dritish Assoctation,
after discussing some of the comditions of telepaiby and spiritualism,
arel posmarking that bo theught he saw sometiing of order evoiving from
the chaos in which the mass of strange phenomena connected with these
subjests had been invelvid, be conelnded ax follows o

“Quienee has trained and fashioned the sverage mind into habits
of exnetitude and diseiplined perception. and in so doing haus fortified
itself for tasks higher, wider, and incomperably move wonderful than
sven the wisest of our anwestors immgined.  Lile the souls in Plato’s
mivth, that follawed the chariot of Zeus, if has ascended {0 a point of
vision far above the earéh.  1E is henceforth open fo science to transeend
W] we now think we know of malter, and fo gain new glimpses of
a profounder sehewe of Losmic law, An eminent predecessor 1n this
chair declared that ‘by an b setunt necessity he vrossed the boundary
o experimental scienes, and discerned in that matfer which we, in ouy
ignorance of s Intent powers and notwithstapding oug professed rever-
enee for its Creator, have hitherto covered with opprobrivm, th potency
and promize of all terrestrial life. 1 should prefer to reverse the
apophthegm, and to say that in Kfe I see the promise and potency of all
formie of matter. In old Bgyptian days a well-known inscr plion was
the povial of the temple of lsis 2 Fam whatever hath been,

veil mo man ath yet Bited” HNot thus do
peethe word that stands for
the haflling mysteries of the universe mdily, nnllinghingly, we strive
to pierce the inmost heart of Nature, from which she is to reconstruct
what she has been and Lo prophesy what vet she shall be. Veil after
veil we have Jlifted, and her face grows more beantifal, august, and
wondertul with every barrier thaf is withdrawn”
Awid this may faivly be taken as illustrating the changing attitnde
cientifie men generally to spivitnal phenomena: leaving the materisl-
iwm of the past, they are coming so elosely inte touch with the unseen
worll. that the fulnve promises to find in them the highest switnesses
and contribotors ie veligions iruth, avd finally bring ns io a cleaver
consepiion of the essential unity of all crveated things
Mow. what lessons ean we learn from all this, which will help ws
more effectively and intelligently fo discharge the duty that lies to ouv
hand to-day, and work out in the future life of ouwr Congregational
Churches the very highest kind of service for our common Lovd and
Master? 1 think it ought to guard us against wrrogance of thought
and speech, keep us from thinking that we have captured the only
benutiful bird of fruth and enelosed it in our tiny eage. That while wa
undenbtedly have become possessed of & small piece of that priceless
gem of Divine knowledge, and should valtantly hold it on high, so that
1t may reflect the rays of Divine love om all aveund us, we should
vemember thal, sfter all, it is only a broken fragment, which will shine
all the more vesplendently when united with the other fragpments Jying
around s,

Te this end we cught to signafise the birth of the coming century
by some wove towards eloser Christion wnity in this colony. What
shonld stand in the way of a loser unien with our Baptist Friends¥
Wwe conbd each Iring to such a upion elements of strength, and our
united forces could make a move gallamt and suecesstml fight for sowme
of those cherished principles we botk hold dear.  And is iE not pessible
for sowething to he ddone in the way of aniting fov aggressive work
all {hose Chyistian Church which, in England, ave kpown
as the Free Chusches-Hbe what has besn dase by the Free Chureh
Couneil at Home? Smely o conditions in these new lands ave such
{hat we might fead the wan in thiz unilying movement. We have no
State Chuveh hanging round our necks like s millstone, ouwr children
cle in the poblie schooly, forming  friendships  unfetterad by the
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navrowing influetee of sests or ereeds, while cur mearver approach o
equality wf aocial mmlzilzm» shoutd help us in a move united worship of
the one God,

Fn oy travels vound the world I eame into brotherdy relations with
rien of atl shades of veligirus belief, fratermising with ministers of the
Free Charches, and aninisters of the Angliean Church, with Roman
Cathalie priest, and Jewish rabli, and everywhere found we eould meet
on sonmen ground around the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood
of wan, sy that forms and aovganisations, of church government,
and even speculative beliefs, wemv(l to secondary place, and
charecier seemed all in all. Charseter which has power te transform
the world, to Bind man morve closely Lo his brotker man, and establish
{he miast filial relations with his God. Chavacter which is easential in the
fonely student yprying into Nalure's deepest

[ covets, as well as in the
wan of public life, buffeted about in the turmoil of contending factions,
and the produet of thiz charactor s the greaf wosk of the Church
universal.

The forsmtion and develepment of character is like the attunement
of 1he soul of wman to the great soul of the universe, forming the link
which unites man's life to the Life of God, and just as the receiving
instrvsnent. of the Mareoni ray must be adjusted or attuned to the
generator hefore i receive amd repent the message, sn
haart andd Tife be ent with Geod bofore we can
the message of His elernal, all-embiacing Tove to man.

In thus advoeating unity, do not think [ am desirous of seeing our
individuahity lost, thvowgh absorption inte some of the larger bodies,
and our distinctive principles cast aside.  No, we must noi throw aw
the fragment of the jewel we possess, beeause the whole would be
incenplete without ifs part. Bven amidst the evidences of wnity of
which I have spoken, there are Instances of retrograde movemsnt
ases of veversal to type, as it weve—which demand our most dili

v

attention.  You know it is frequently necessary fo take a step o ¢
bacloward to gain momentum for overcoming some physical obstacle that

lies between us and owr goal: and so it is in woral movements. We have
had several backward movements of this kind in England doring the
past, few 1.

First, we had the Hdueation Aci, where a greai political party
sacrificed the nuational welfare to the bigotry of o sect, handing over
lakge monetary grants te schools admittedly inferior, over which the
ratepayers had no control, amd where doctrines were tanght in which
many of them did noi believe. This ruthless destroetion of the compro-
mise of 1870 kas reopened the whele gquestion of education, which will not
be closed again until an advance far ahead of all previous arvangements
has been made. '

Next, we had  the Landlords RelicE i), where a2 vliament of
landlords. in emmlation of the brigandage of their fatbers, who vobbed
the people of England of their p: z.hmmnv by the Enclosuve Acts, pussed
a Bill to farther enslave the pesple by adiating the oblications
which formed parxt of the eomditions under which they held their vast
possessions of land. This lss reopened the whole ques stion of Tandlerdinm,
s bhe recent census taken by the Doily Mel 1a London, as to “}mf
shonld constitune the prosramme of the Liberal party. when the taxation
of land valones came ont. second on the list, chows pre elenrly how the
final settloment of this question must go. )

Then we have the t Hih ©
have kbeen eating M} canker worm
Chureb in England for a good many
ta a head, and, by drawing p*lb!lf atténdi
breaches of the law within the Establishment, are nising inoan acuie
form the whole question of the celationship of hurch and State. and
thie finad settlement of thal qnestion can ondy ean cmandpation.

det 1‘5 mevements, which
aof the Established
seent to have come
and Hagrant

E
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With these fostances of relvcgression before our @ wenld
never do for ws to Uhink of relinguishing the fighi for freedom: we ave
the inhevitors of a poble recovd, and we are ealled 1o deeds of valoar
which shall prove a vich inheritanse to sur ehildrem. Our past work
in tibs eolony has contributed a good deal o robustness of life and
character; ifs influence is vellected n owr magnificent systemn of free,
secular, and compulsory education, and the demoeratic c¢havacter of our
mstitutions generally.  The grand heroie struggle of owr fovefathers in
the couse of freedom, for Hberiy of eonscience, must imspire us to add
fresh lawvels to owr mume, by taking a wise buf valiant part in the
greater strnggle vet to come, fwr lhe larger freedom, for mdustrial
liberty, and so hasten on the Gme when the whole world shall Te
joined togelher in the umity of the spivit aml the bonds of pexce, when
Soann b rnzn, Ghe world ofer, shall Brithers be and a” that.”

L Brry, Geneval Prioter, Shovilapd aml Fork Sires Ancklvad.







