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Fames Cossels

7 & high bluf overlosking beay-
tiful Mobile Bay, popularized
in song, stovy, and  rravel
brochures, lies one of the strangest
commanitios in the world. Flere 1,500
peuple own 4,000 acves of land—and
vet pone of them owns any of it, Here
roveree 8 raised but without taxa-
tion. Here men carn what th keep
and keep what they zarn. Here the

tand speculator is a dead duck, A man
doesn’t

may build & house but he
smend hig v i
summers in Wisconsin waiting for a
rise in value so he can profit by sefling
it. When he sells the building, he wil
sell 3t at cost—or else! {The “or a
will become clear as the
folds.) All this is happening in 5 city of
dizzy paradoxes—Faj Alabarna.

Filly years ago, in January of végs,
a score of people trudged up the blufs
io what is now Fairhope, in 2 venture
that was (o make social histery. They
came from states as widely separaied
as fowa, Pennsybvania, and Califor-
nia. They brought with them an ideal
of economic equality and $771 in cash.
Purchasing 135 acres of land, tiey
established the village that was later
to become the Fairhope Corporation.

*Oh.” vou zay, “another socialistic

xperiment?” Wo, not at all!

These pioncers Leid a theory that

“the earth is the Losd's” and that the
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A eiry where oivi afficials bave
w0 frnancial  werries and  the
Citizens peav no foves

Creatorintended 21l i childeen shonld
cepual opportunity to il this
good earth, They believed with equal
conviction that, while it was intended
man should earn his bread by the
sweat of his brow, he had every right
to keep that bread afier he earned it

These “vistonaries” also promulgat-
ed this upsetting iden: Since the Crea-
torintended that ali Hig children should
have equal access 1o land, why should
ong man have to pay a profit te an-
other when purchasing a vacant lot or
an wnieproved farm? Furthermore,
they presented a distorbing srsument
thai ran something like this, We fine s
mwan once lor committing a bo rickary,
i & man builds 2 house, we fine him
ORCE @ yeur a5 long as the house sionds,
and we senew the fing against subse-
duent owners, We call it a “tax,” but
a change of words neither aliers the
economic coffect nor minimizes the
penalty. According to the Fairhopers,
tax practices outside Fairhope make
it a greaier offense 1o build 2 house
than it i3 to commit a burglary.

BUT to dake the story out of the ab-
stract, fet’s get down fto hread and
butter, s winning bread for the family
harder or easicr in Fairhope or in out-
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sidie territories? That
portant and czn be
ihi%:
oy person-—he need not be a mem-
r of the Fabrhope Corporation-—-
Ay z—ipph“ for 2 plot of ground. Bid-
Lrw iz resorted to only whaen ¢ al
people want the same plece ol Lmd at
the same {ime. L he is successiud, he
secures a lease {or ninely-nine years.
Title for the land dows net reside
hirg: i rermaing forever in the Corpo-
ration, Hewill pay reatal according to
the value of the location, its topozma-
phy, and the fertility of ihe ground.
Tie pays ne taxes. Taxes due
comnty, school and  other govern-
menial bodies are pald by the Corpo-
ratisn out of the funds created h‘ thf‘
collection of rents. A ]
walues only does the trick-—and there
in no need for & tax that penaliz
man for his productivity,

Whe decides wh
he? The Exec

guestion is
answered

TO5

tax o i d,:.

rent
tive Council elec
the democratio way by the members
of the coleny! They are men of long
experience in this work and cen there-
fore make very accarate estimates of
[ al wvalnes. '?‘Q-T'Ctr(‘};m!item
veaders s rask, “How do
they keep ‘om E‘lr@i’ only
men of strong belied In (his new way of
Life become members of the Corpora-
fion. Second, their Constitution,
adopted i rors, has teeth in i For
example: “Upon petition of 1o per
cent of the qualiied membership, any
act of the Executive Council, legisla-
five or administrative, or aoy meas-
ure proposed by the petiiioners, shall
be subroitied te the voie of that
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membership at the time set in said
petition. |

And Bisten to this: “Upon petition
of 2o per cent of the membership en-
ction of of-

afficer, howe aid or appointed,

must be submitted to 2 popolar voie
Wonde
and how

s about private franchises,
they do it in Faurhope?

goain from the Constifution

of the € arporation:

private franchise for the sup-

Fa x)f its mt*mbem wssi! qwh T

v.
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the € .)}"*pgratiﬂﬂ, but it *:eirzallj 48 s000
racicable, evect and maintain the

and perform sach
sevvices, converting all revenue there
from inio the general iressury of the
Corporation.”

Fere another gquote from the same
source 18 apropes: “No bonds or
morkgages or interest-bearnng smh v~
edness of any kind shall ever be g
ar assumned by the Corporation.

[t sounds gocd—almost too good
ta ke true! Eut how well has the idea
worked out in practice? What hap-
pened in ¥ ;.urha;p@,

OO A, Gaston, son of E. B Gaston,
ane of the founders. can speak authos-
itatively on this guestion, He is the
;‘yref;»mt secretary of the Corporation,
its only full-time emproyee, and be has
this to say: “By 1910 the Corporation
owned 4,000 acres of land. The addi-
tional land was purchased throug!
the sale of new membership certificates
st %100 each, and by proftis irom

; plants,
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property management, such as {im-
ber tracts. All of the rent Income not
needed for expenses of operation and
taxes (sfaie pnd county) has been ex-
pended for public improvemenis and
public services.” They were achicving
the noble purpose prefacing their Con-
stitution: “To establish and conduct &
social communily or colony free from
all forms of private monopoly, and to
secure to its members thereln equal-
ity of opportunity, the full reward of
individual eflorts, and the benefits of
cooperation in matters of general con-

cern,”

BUT THERE were many discourage-
ments. Neighboring cities grew envi-
pus when Fairhope became the fastest
growing community 1 Baldwin Coun-
ty. Ouiside Jand speculators, always
alert to take any possible advantage
of such developments, purchased large
areas of adjoining Tand. But nine sei-
tlers oui of ten didn’t buy the specyly-
tors” holdings; they preferred the ool
ony lands to private lands, and the
speculators went into high dudgeon,

In spite of some unioreseen difficyl-
ties, airhope prospered from the be-
ginning. You cannot now rent agrical-
torgl dand in the colony—it’s all
under lease. You would have to wait
watil the Corporation purchases its
next fract of land. This is in prospect,
and assurance of its final accomplish-
ment comes from the fact that oty
operations each year earn surpluses—
surpluses which burgeon up from the
soil as falthfully and as regularty as
water in a nafnral spring,

Strangely, the colony comprises anly

FIFTURE
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e tof the land within the cor-
porate ity of Fairhope, vet 8o per
cennt of the population of the city
chooses to live on colony rather than
on privaie laysl. The same ratio holds
for the value of inprovements on the
two types of land—the people have
seen fit to put Zo per cent of all tm-
provements on colony lands,
Fairhope is now the largesi town in
Baldwin County, having a population
of almest 1,000, with a large transient
nflux dae o the fuct that the city is
both o sunmmer and o winter ie-
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sort. Many religions, fraternal and
cluls organizations are represented.

The town has the vsual stores, a brick
and tile plant, 5 19000-voloms libia-
ry, vecreation [ncilities, munloipally
owned waterworks and eleciric light
plant, and one of the two banks in
Baldwin County which did not close
itz doors during the bank failures of
1932,
he mast valuable block of land §
i

Faithope, spproximately two and on

1
H

wll wores, whick originally cost $5.5%
an zove, W oro4q paid s orenial of
3,212.04-which means that theoret-
ically it would have z sale value of
about $32,000. This increase in value
is due entirely to the growth of ihe
community—and that s why the
Corporation collects the Bl ground
rentals from all colony land for sup-
port of the cliv government. Howev
the collection of renis by ow

homes, stores or olher Iprovements

is not interfered with, In Fairhope
there is no such thing as a municipal,
county, or siate tax either on personsl
property or on storss, stocks of mer-
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chamlize, homies o farm Improve-  terizis are not inflated by tuze
ments, bvestock or @qi';pmmi alwsys the case in other areas.

For these reasons there i every in- After £ty vears, Fairhope, Als-
ducement to build, and the cost of  bama, a model city, contim:es to pros-
building s low in comparison with per. Tts suecess gives impetus to the
costs in other fowns and districts.  ewrnesihopeol pwpk all over America
Firsi of all, the site on which a build- —that they can enjoy the advaniages
ing is to be erected does not bave to of Wving in o modarn and frosperous
be purchased—it is mer ely rented,  comtmanily and gl retain in full the
Moreover, the prices of bu;ldmg ma-  fruits of their labors,
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Musical Scoves Radivphoted

B e prrst port of Dmitd Shostakovich’s latest musical score—
% mp()?&iii{m for plano, violin and celle entitled Twip—has been
ed to New Vork divectly from Moscow by radiophoto over the
cirenit of RCA Comemunications, Inc, prior to ii’: %mer%cem 1}%”8»
riere, Hurdling wartime communication ohsta
sign is the first of ity kind mvolving a major mnnwiﬂ work and
presages the speeding of corapoesitions by the world's great rmusicians
fram one continent to another by radio-photo as soon as wmpiet@dn
1 ACTUAL fransimission fime, it fook tweniy-four minutes §
the first page of the latest score to come from Moscow over the
RCA receiving radiophoto machine, To facilitate handling, the
photograph of the compesition was sent In four sections of six by
eight nches each, and the sre ol Into & mosaic of standard
mustcal page size for the positive print. The microfilm aie-mail
transit of the L@rsmgm{i Symphony took nearly three days, and
musics] scores carried by orvdinary mail often require several we
to travel that distance.
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Tﬁw hard rock of consiifuiional lags is nol tn @
g, guarded doy and night. It is o the
éfzsr j}m g t;j .a‘izr fi.fu.rz,s f}j t]f{. U mia.z:' States, svery lost men of them, in every
cily, tows sndd Jarm, FEis in the keeping of those millions of Americons over-

i w vour keepring,



