o NaTwow, whether o diciator-
shup oc a democracy, is ever

more  prosperous  or sound
than the individual citizens who go to
make up the whole, The financial and
economc mstability of fndusirial cit-
izens I America is centered, net in
the smaller towns or in the agricul-
tural communities, but In cur great
industrial cities where there is little or
no traditivn of economic solveney and
where high  costs of distribution,
taxes, overhead, ete., raise lving costs
io a point where all too often in-
dividual wages are unable to cope
with them,

Take, on the other band, the case of
millions of industrial workers in such
a country as France. 1 have koown
many of them and know their cases
at first hand, There are i France
fewer great industrial cities in propor-
tion to the popuiation than in America.
The average Frenchman dislikes life
n tenemenls and overcrowded areas.

RIS

A Lovis Bromsiene has been named &
A b, his sixth book, brought bim 5 Pulb

The cure of the fundamentol sickness of Do-
maocracy Hes partly in the dispersal of both pop-
slattons and feclories dufo rural are
wrban developments
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Loais Bromfiold

w5 i smmalf

He is by
ey of what

He is tradijionally
nature a landholder, an 4
he and his family po: Since the
cities are smabler, 1t is possible fov
him, even in the largest cities, to live
with “one foot on the soil” becanse
transporiation is easier and quicker
into areas where the tax values of land
are nol prohibitive to his ownership,
One paralvzing {actor in the concen-
tration of workers —beih industrial
and white-collar workers—in the
crowded areas of our vast cities, lieg
in the fact that, becanse real estate
values for miles outside the urban
core of the city are so high, the worker
cannol escape into more decent areas
without geing so far thal transporta-
tion and the element of time make an
escape from overcrowded areas an im-
possthility.

Let uws call our French workman
Jean Bosquet. He owns & house and
a few acres of land within reasonable
distance of his daily job. He pwns the
house and perhaps an attomobile, If
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not, he is one of the countless pas-
sengers on those omnibus trains which
each evening feed out from a city like
Paris thousands of industrial and
white-collar workers bound for the re-
mots suburbs or even purely agricul-
tural areas. All of them, like Jean
Bosquet, are going to the hitle pieces
of land which they own, and upnn
which their children ave rised. There
is fresh air, elbow room, better educa-
tional factlities, and security. Oneach
‘hittle piece of land there arve chickens,
ducks, a pig or lwo, a couple of goais
and perhaps even a cow. On il Bos-
quet produces all the vegetables and
iruits, the eges and milk, end ai least
some of the meat, that his lamily con-
sumes. Thereisaneighborhood cinema
and a cafe here and there, hut not
a poci-room or saloon on every cormer,

When Bosquet is Iaid off at his fac-
tory, he can dig in and aveid the
huniliation of public relief or “make-
work” jobs. There is plenty of fond,
a roof over his head. He owns his
home, his land, his avtemobile. Very
likely he bas a htile cash faid by, He
does not become, overnight, a public
charge. He does not immediately con-
tribute the weight of his personal
disastzr to the sum total of the
nation’s depression. He does not hur-
den the economy of the nation with
iaxes 1o provide him and his family,
miscrably, with food and shelier
Baost of all, he does not lose his buman
dignity and self-respect and independ-
ence, and fall mto that perilous state
of mind where he expects the govern-
ment or the rest of the community te
support him.
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Jean Bosguet and his kind are re-
sponsible for the fact that France hag
been able to survive disaster after
disaster, of enemy Invasion, inflation,
dedation, internatinonal sconomic de-
pression, far worse than anything we
have ever known in this country. Jean
Baosquet 15 always there walting, eco-
nomically secure as & tny unit. Mul-
Liphy these Jean Bosquets by hundreds
of thousands and it will help cur
understanding of the toughpess and
resilience of France as 2 nation. Mul-
tiply the case of our Joe Smith, Yving
m crowded cities ip a constantly
economically precarious state even i
time of prosperity, and it is possible
to understand why ours depressions
grow increasingly sudden and disas-
trous, and why there are so many
demunds for guaranteed employment,
sotial security, doles, make-work pro-
jects, industrial insaranee aond other
measures, good and bad, which are all
too often destructive to democracy
and lead further and further inte the
philosophy of paternalism-—of sup-
port by government of its citizens.

FRETURN to the point that the securi-
ty, economic or otherwise, of any
nation Is only as geeat as thai of its
individual citizens, I malke the further
point that, as individual security de-
clines, and national economic sta-
bility decrenses, there is only one solu-
tion, and thai s the gradual decline
into complete paternalism and a
condition in which all property and
enterprise are owned by the State and
administered by it. We have already
reached the point of diminishing re-




turns in taxation and as 2 nation live
in a psychopathic terrer of unemploy-

ment, We are already well along &
path where more and more of our
econonnt substance, much of the

capital which should be employed 1o
})T(.J‘Jid(: new enlerprisgs and support
established ones, is being absorbed
inte the process of fao’!mg, clothing
and s!:wla(,mng large segments of our
pepulation which are without in-
dividual security.

The great bulk of this economic -
security 8 1o be found i our great -
dastrial cities, the greater, the more
the insecurity. The proportion is
much less in rural and small town
areas. The only way out, the only
solution under existing conditio
the one popularily accepted, is that we
mmust have guaranteed yearly wages
(which solve nothing of the funds-
mental problem of insecurity in con-
gested areas), more social security, a
“cradle to the grave” security plan,
muke-work  projects, food  tickeis,
worker's transportation pay from ity
i city, and countless other plans and
nostrums.  All ol these lead deeper
and deeper into buresucratic and pa-
ternadistic government, and the prad-
ual and consequent loss of the most
precious of all homan commodities,
the freedom of the individual 1o work
where and when he pleases, at what
ok he Hkes, and the right to build his
own life as he sees &

Much bitter controversy has arisen
over economic conditions of the na-
tion during the past few years and
much bitter controversy over the eco-
nomic and socia! measures taken o

ONE FOOT ON THE

SO roy
correct or ameliorate these conditions.
Bui too much of it has been on a polit-
ieal level, aseribing.an impeius to the
political metives of individuals, groups
arl p(ﬂ%tcaf parties wlich are, in fact,
merely the symptoms or manifesta-
oons of a situation which is funda-
menially economic and partly social
i ifs origin, arising out of the in-
creasing econommg mstability of our
industrial and, consequently, our ur-
ban population. The lundamental con-
dition, oui of whick arises our psyvcho-
pathic fear as a nat iem né:' ;nwmril“
and unemployment
the (Zi)l!ti’ﬂ‘ff,i.".‘achE meastires, g
bad, which have iu:é:;; us.mcr%:zz ken o
mest and correct it We shoudd have
had the same or similar me
dey any political party or d{immhi

tion because the o sily for &ufiz
measures was imperative,

The fate Frankhn 1. Hoosevelt did
ot bring ahout the New 13&;‘1E,

vi'i}".s-"r its grwd or bad manifestaiions;

& New Deal was horn of conditions
wl'%;ch already existed and was the in-
evitable result of the economic, and
consequently the social abuses, of the
fifty vears or more which preceded his
administration. These were very often
closely enmeshed with the §)T(Bl)l-’"”i of
unplanned and overgrown wndustrial
and metropolitan areas and the moral
and economic insecurity bred of theny.
The error of the New Deal and the
causeof its failures, where 14 has faied,
arose from the superficiality and the
improvised quality of the measures i
took Lo meet and ameliomate a funda-
mental lness. Its policy and practice
all too often have been to convert into




68

a permanett plan emergency and tem-
porary measures, undoubiedly neces-
sary atb the thme, which were not con-
ceived o correct the fundamental ills
and never touched them. These fun-
damental ilis were largely the growing
insecurity of individuals and the con-
sequent economic Inscourity of the
nation itself.

FThere were two wavs of meeting and
solving these tweo insecuritics —one hy
providing greater security for the in-
dividual through his own efforts and
initiative {the democratic fashion):
the other by providing security for the
mdividual through 2  government
planned and executed security (the
spcialist-communisi-totalitarian
method). Of ihe two, the second was
by far the sasier, the quicker and, po-
litically, the more flashy and profit-
able. Xt was that course which was
followed by many of the New Deal
“thinkers” and which arcused resent-
ment ared rebellion among a large seg-
ment of our population accustomed (o
the blessings of free enterprise and fib-
erty assotiated with happler days
when the whole country, incredibly
rich in natural resources and indus-
trnally underdeveloped, was not yet
face to face with the problem of a
growing individual and national -
security.

I RETURN to the point that our nation-
al insecurity is largely to be identified
with our great cities and the industrial
population which inhabits them, and
that the cure of the fundamental sick-
ness, in terms of democracy, lies part-
Ay at least in the decentrabzation of
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these great industrial concenirations
of population and human enterprise
and the dispersal of hoth pepulations
and factories into rursl areas and small
uthan developments, i we are not Lo
go all the way along the road to pa-
iernalism and complete government
ownership and contrel,

Many influences are working spon-
taneously and without much human
guidance or purpose toward this de-
centralization and dispersal. As has
been potnted out, both industry and
organized tabor are becoming aware of
the evils of great industrial concen-
trations as iegards income, living
costs, efficiency, health, labor unresi
and individual and eollective eco-
aomic security. The Ford-Ferguson
agricultural machinery corporation in
Yretrotl, which bas plans for o great
expapsion aiter the war, will manufac-
ture only iis tractor at the Dearborn-
Dretroit plant. Allthe 150 agricultural
implements which are a part of “the
Ferguson System” will be manufac-
tured in 150 small towns scattered
over the United States. The rubber
ndustey, crowded senselessly into a
single city, has long had ander con-
sideration plans for decentralization.

Outside the high-value areas of our
middle-sized and  small  industrial
citieg there 13 a rapidly growing band
of small houses and small landhold-
ings, like those bands which surround
Paris and other French cities. These
represent the spontanecus search of
individual workers, both industrial
and white-collar, for a security which
they found tragically absent in the
great Depression of the Thirties.
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Much agrienltural land has changed
hands daring the present war, bui the
pasis of purchase and sale has not
been either speculative or expunsive,
as in the last war, but represenis the
search for the security to be found by
the “one foot on the soll” p hiiwm;;h&

Many family trust funds and some
corporations have placed o part of
their liguid capital in agricubiural land
in the knowledge that in time of ex-
treme inflation, agriculturil land rep-
resents almost the only stable nvest-
ment and security for capital.

The figures of the latest census
show a decling in population of many
middle-sized  industrinl towns and
even some lurge cities, Very ofien
these figures were misleading in that
they did not represent an aciual loss
through migration of population into
another metropolitan-urban area bu
only a shift of a pari of the exis
population into the areas eufside Uxe
existing city limits, into that growing
band of small semi-agricultural hold-
ings which surreunds more and more
of our large cities.

The growih and development of
modern farm machinery has made it
more and more possible for ndustrial
and white-collar people to operate
proftably, under & five-day, foriy-
hour-a-week work schedule, five 1o
ten acre tracts and even fair-sized
farms. With such projects go not only
material security but better diet,

health, morality, and very often bet-
ter educational facilities.

The development of the Tennessee
Valiey Authority has shown the way
toward one important kind of decen-
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tralization, by taking eover an area
larger than the British Isles and de-
veloping it along both agricultural and
mndustrial Hnes, under a plan by which
enterprises in both fields exist side by
side without the disadvantages that
exist i our crowded industrial areas,
The plan has tuken inie consideration
the fact that an industrial wage i
come can guarantee a small agrical-
tural project and that a small agricul-
tural project can getaranfec securily
for o man and his family even under
the most severe of cconomic depres-
sions, and that the two enterprises go
hand in hand and together spell in-
dividual liberty, security and inde-
pendence.

Anvone in contact with the Avmed
Forces is aware of the groat impulse
among the men toward setting up a
small business of thelr own or zequr-
ing a small farm aflter the war, The
wnpulse of countless soldiers is 1o re-
i“ii;il‘ﬁ sh themselves, after the war,
net in the great industrial cities but in

smaller towns and In agricultural
argas. At the zsame Ume, some care-

less thinkers have scen the whelessle
regstablishment of returning veterans
on the land as at least a partial solu-
tion to the problems of readjustmeni.
This i3 a dangerous theory and if
trauslated into a policy can enly bring
about great confusion, & growing bur-
SAUCEACY And c()umlws personal trage
dies and Iailures and much bitter dis-
Musionment.

Agnculture 35 2 difficeli art and
profession and business. A successful
farmer must combat the economic
ragaries of the market and the natural
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vagaties of the weather. He must
kaow more about morve things than
any other member of society, He
must be 2 mechanic, & bolanisi, a
horticuliurist, & veterinarian, a chem-
st and many other things, and, mo
of all, he must have a natural inclina-
tion toward his ocoupation. The ades
of placing great numbers ol our return-
g soldiers or transferring elements
of our urban ;"ﬁwmizit‘i(m whelessle on
to the land is both wpractcal and
illed with ominous possibilities, How-
ever, the idea of helping the returned
soldier or the dissatisfied city dweller
Lo establish bimself and his famaly
upen a small holding which can be
worked in (’(u’ijuuﬁiini‘s with & small
busitess or an u%dam rial job is a sound
one. The one act v coordinates and
guarantees the security of the other.
It is, however, a plan which 13 um-
practical for ith’ whe work in great
industrial areas which involve trans-
poriation awd time to go great dis-
tapcss 1o and from work.

A Missouri Vallev Authority s now
in the process of formation on a seale
even larger than that of the Tennesse
YValley, Tt opens up the prospect o
whole new decentralized ndustrial-
agricultural area, with towns estal
lished where there ks abundant hydro-
electric power with available agricul-
tural land sod the possibility of ssvall
holdings near at hand, of a whole
region in which & new America can be
developed 1o the muoteal advantage of

&
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industry, labor and agriculture, fres
from the ovils which are inevitably

concentrated in vast industrial citd
)]ﬁ and, wndeed, probable
VA and 1iz\“ 1315;;)03@(! MVA
are showing the way toward a New
Amertca in which smh"h foal sfswm
will be a

rather than
upoit hasty emergency s which
in the end do not cure bot only age
., through taxes, doles and relief,
A \m:,(.mzad eeoROmIL situation.

The whele impuoise toward “one
font en the soll”” toward decentrali-
sation of vast induserial clties, is s
spontanecus one. It may well point
the way toward & seund solution of
many of our social and economic prob-
lems—a solution not founded upon
makestult  or mprovised  measures
which lead vs nearer and nearer {o-
ward a state of sconomy in which
liberty and the fundamental saiistac-
tiens of life are sharply curtailed. It
iz not the whole solution to our prob-
lems, but it contributes much toward
the individual security upon which the
stability of any nation and, mndeed,
of democracy itself 35 dependent.
Great cities mevitably produce popu-
ftions whach 1o the ond can only l‘}e

appeased by the “bread and circuses”
which are perilous o the secarity amd
welfare of any nation. It is, T think,
time to consider dolng away with
them, suoply on a l.)&‘;ej.b of common
sense and socind and economic security,
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