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of millions of people whe find
there neither economic stability nor
moral standards, nor decent housing.

Our pwn great cities have grown up
acd by plan or design, guided by any
wizdors or understanding, but wholly
by accident in the immense scramble
for economic and mdustrial develop-
ment which has made the record of
Asnerican development a  fanisstic
chapter W the history of the world.
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of all BEurope. Tt must net be over-
looked that the bulk of these were
encouraged to come here in order to
keep down labor costs.

For nearly half a centary these un-
fortunate people found they had
merely exchanged one kind of oppres-
sion in the old world for another kind
in the new. They were no hetter
housed ; indeed, ali too often the tene-
ments and shacks inte which they
were moved were worse than the
buildings which had sheltered them
i Europe. They were paid starvalion
wages and acquired the name of
“Hunkies,” *liagoees™ and YPol-
Iacks™ among the native American
population. They were crowded to-
gether in dismal areas where their
ordy social life ranged from the church
on Sunday to the pocl-reom and sa-
loon during the rest of the week.
Many of them never learned to speak
any English, and for at least a genera-
tion or two ne precess of asstmilation
whatever took place in these ram-
shackle built cities, where skyscrap-
ers, handsome bank Dbuildings and
museums existed side by side with
slums as dreary as could be found in
Liverpool or Warsaw or Bombay and
Calcutta.  And presently, speaking
their own language or dislect, reading
their own pative language newspa-
pers, they achieved a disrepute which,
if not entirely undeserved, had been
produced, not out of the elements of
the stock which they represented but
much more out of the abominable
conditions in which they were forced

to Hve from birth to death. The
Irishman, politically inclined by na-
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ture, got the name for corruption in
politics, the Jew and the Ttaliam for
Leing the source of most of our gang-
stevs, bootleggers and bBlack market
operaiors. “Lhe truth is that all of
them huddied logether under abom-
mable Hving mnd;tl(ms, with perms-
nent  poverty and  the periodical
threat of starvation hanging over
them, with only the street corner, the
saloom and the poolroom as a social
background, never had a chance, A
few  individuals emerged as active,
good crlizens and leaders, but lhe
greater namber were never able io
overcome the shominable handicap of
ther environment,

This may appear a harsh statement
Butitis, Ih«‘lwvc G moere of less than
truth. Respr_.}ns;b;lny for the situa-
tion must be placed targely upon our
great disorgenized, unplanned cities,

It was incvitable that one day the
nation should have to pay for . the
curse of her ramsghackle cities in terms
of crime, of social unrest, of class bii-
terness, of bossism, of a decline in the
standards of health, intelligence and
maorality. I have never vet found that
Emerson was wromg in his philosophy
of compensation, and under that law
we are paying off now, and will con-
tinue to pay off in the vears to come,
tor the greed, the recklessness, the
economic distortion of our exploiia-
tion of the fabulovs natural and hu-
man resources <f America. The greed
for cheap labor cowded more and
more people mto already congested
areas; the greed of individuals and
corporations brought inevitably inig
existence not enly crime and ill-health
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but the growth of vielent political and
seppomic ideas mported in essence
from areas in Burope where they were
born of both politicel and cconon
{3

depres

11 45 alveady apparent that the great
development of indusicy during the
past century and @ hall has been
made at a heavy cost to the human
race—in over-production in certain
fields and at cerialn iimes, in faul ¥
distribution, in living conditions, but
moest of all in the economic instability
of larger and larges segments of our
population. Ouatside of the areas with
shipping faciliies for world com-
rerce, ndusiry alone has beon re
sponsible for the growth of that mon-
steosity, the modern city, for which
thers is no explanation save that of
greed, haste aud a lack of sl planning
and common Sense or Conscience.

T think it can be said with justice
that the onlv element of the popula-
tlon which has made any real gain
through the concentration of ndus
fries into v cities bike Detroit or
Piteshurgh is that minute segment of
the population which cwned the sarth
upen which such cities were buil,
And in oany decentralization of such
cities, that i the only element of our
population which wowld not gain in
every possible sense.  Consequently
the single taxers would assert they
have no right io il comsideraiion
or protection. Eollowers of Henry
George would bold that most of these
owners of real estate are not entitled
to the vast fortanes which they have
acauired, not through their own initia-

tive, hrains or enterprise, bui simply
through the fact that they happensd
to own the land or purchased it, spec-
ulating wpon the results of the braing,
imitimtive and bonest hoed work of
more worthy citizens. In any process
of decentratization this tiny element
of our wation, the arban speculators,
will be the only ones 1o protest, and
their catery is scarcely worth consid-
eralion in face of the mmmense gains
io be achieved by a more reasonable
distribution of population.

T have not overlooked the fact that
the problems implicit in any sudden
process of decentralization are net
quite so simple az they might appear
at first glance., They volve redue-
Tion in lax income to the city itsel:,
reduction of income from the shares
of vertain real cstate corporatinns and
the disiocation of certain hanking en-
teiprises. But all of these are adjust-
able over a long period of time, and
the rewards o the nation as a whole
in derms of health, living conditions,
citizenship and individual economic
urity far outweigh them.

The idea of decentralization of cities’
5 by no means new,  Economists,
saciologists and  philesophers have
thought and writien upon decentrali-
zation for more than thirty vears in
America, and in European countries
for an even longer period; but in the
past the discussion has been Hmite
largely o the realm of theory rather
than of practical application and fact.
The plans, the purposes, the resulis
have been largely the concern of the
theorists rather than the dogrs, of the
prolessor rather than the working-
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man, the industrialist and the white
'-_cai_ldr and professional citizen who
are the ones directly affected. Bui
recently the whoele idea of decentrali-
zation has come Torward upon a new
basis, galning its support from the
practical rather than the theoretical
planners. That this movement has
heen spontaneous and over a wide
feld makes it the more important and
the prospect of final achievement far
more likely and immediate.

Henry Ford, himsel partly respon-
sible for the insane concentration of
the wast automobile industry in De-
trodt, was one of the first to under
stand the perils and disadvantages of
huge industrial urban concentrations.
For years past he has heen an active
supporter of the “one foot on the
s6il” plan of industrial development,
and the experiments he has made with
establishing factories in small towns
and agricultural areas have been emi-
nently successiul on the score of eco-
nomic stability, security, better health
and less social restlessness. Recently
other industrialists have come to be-

“lieve that in factories established in
uncrowded areas, where better hous-
ing, living and educational conditions
and more individoal econemic secur-
ity were possible, there is certain to
be greater working efficiency, both in
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quantity and quality, and a good deal
less trouble from strikes and labor dis-
putes.  Not the least evil effect of
cities s the tension provoked by the
noise, the congestion and ithe constant
petiy annovances of daily life in over-
crowded and unhealthy areas.

It has long been Ford’s idea that
every working man should have a
house and fve acres or more of land
which he owwed. Ford, like many
other thinkers, sees such an establish-
ment hoth as an‘economic anchor and
& cure for the migratory, hand-to-
month, Av-by-night character of much
of our industrial labor. The land hold-
ings of the Ford employees in rural
areas are not limited to five acres,
Manyv of his employees operats aver-
age-size Tarms succegsiully, an enter-
prise which teday is possible with the
gight-hour, five-day week and im-
proved agricultural machinery. Many
of the workingmen lock upom their
agricultural activities not as work but
as exercise and recreation.

vRoM the point of view of econemic
security, the BEuropean workingman,
with his ancient tradition of “one foot
on the soil,” is in a far better situation
than his more highly paid American
brother. It is not only that in normal
times his living costs are less, and very
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often in exact ratio o his wages on a
different level from that of the Ameri-
can workingman, but that he has that
individual econcmic security which
comes of owning land and a home, the
kind of econsmic securily which i
and must always be the bulwark of
democracy. In this country large seg-
ments of our industial population,
crowded Into the great cities, or mi-
grating from city to city in search of
seasonal emplovment, have arrived at
a point of ultimate economic insecur-
ity in which the worker has no indi-
vidual savings, owns nothing, and the
moment he is laid off bods himsell
upon the public relief or the equive-
lent of some hali-dole, hali-made-work
program. LThe evils of the Instalment
plan, which in normsal times keeps a
high percentage of this nation con-
stantly in debt, flourish in the big
metropolitan industrisl arcas.

Let us take the case of the fairly
typical industrial worker in America.
For the sake of making a point, T shall
take an extreme case. Let us call the
man Joe Smith.

Likely as not, and especially in
boom times with high wages, he and
his family live in a rented house and
buy absolutely everything they con-
sume. Much of this—furniture, auto-
mobiies, even clothing—is bought
apon the instalment plan or upon
some form of credit. Nearly alwavs
Joe Smith is in debt for his wages at
least & month, perhaps many months
shead. Suppose that suddenly, per-
haps for some minor reason, produc-
tivn in the faciory where he works is
cut and he 1g laid offi. The verv next

”

5
day he and his family are virtually in
the steeet, their cradit cut off, the fur-
piture and automobile oniy partly
paid for. The furniture and anioro-
hile can, by law, be taken back by the
dealer because payvinenis are uncom-
pleted.

A man and his farily can live with-
out an automehbile, They can live in a
wreiched fashion without furniture,
but they cannot live without shelter,
without clothing, without fog he

d. T
articles partly paid for can be re-
claimed by the dealer, who does not
want them and, if there 1s an economic
decline in progress, can find no market
for them as secomdhand commodities.
Jne Smith loses the meney hie has paid
on instalments and the dealer or man-
ufacturer loses what has not been
paid.

The case of Joe Smith multiplied a
few times begins starting a small de-
pression or accelerating one which has
already begun, cuiting down  mar-
kets and consequently production,
thereby causing more men in the same
precarious state as Joe to be laid off.
Too many of these citv-dwelling men
represent the dame problem as Joe
Smith and contribute to the growing
sum total, and presently what at fust
is only a small hele in the dike be-
comes 2 flood of economic disaster
and depression.

But the story does not end there.
Joc Smith and his iellow workers,
with their families, perhaps hundreds
of thonsands or a few millions of them,
have to be taken care of, either by
outright relief or by some expensive

W
make-work program,  And this bur-
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den can be paid foronly in higher and  sions, each in its essence equally de-
higher taxes, further depressing enter- structive, sach beginning with the
prise, markets and production, affect-  economic instability of the individual
ing not only industry bul bzm'ka, agri~  and pyramiding on the one hand inie
culture, distribution servite a specuiaiive economy based on credit
money and the whole of the cconomic  or the instalment plan (which pro-
structure. duces only a fictitious and unstable

Sinee the Civil War we have never  prosperity}, or on the other pyratoard-
had any real prosperity in America  ing into a colossal and catastrophic
but only a series of boosss and depres-  depression,

S
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MosT of us regard the automatic vendivg machine as a comparatively
new invenilon, Mot so. The first machine of this type of record was in- {
vented two hupdred years before the birth of Christ, by Ciesibius, also
the imventar of 2 siphon and engine operated by steam.

These vending machines were placed at the entrances 1o Egypiian
temples and dispensed purifying waters to the worshippers. {

The machine was a verv clever arrangement, havisg a smali opening in
the top through which five drachmae were dropped onto a flat dise. The
weight of the coins opened a valve, allowing a small amount of hqmd 16
flow into a container held at the bottom of the dispenser. The coins then
shid off the disc Inte a bank, thus closing the valve and cutting off the
How of water.

Conlrituted by J. W, IRVING

pa il

»1 hold i the Almighty had ever made a set of men that should do all the
eating, and none of the work, He would bave made them with mouths
only and 6o ha nds, and if H’e had ever made another class that He had
intended should do all the work and none of the eating, He would have
made thern without mouths and with only hands,

ABRAHAM LINCUOLN




