¥ ®aME ain't Jones, hut il d

P'm z union-man, paid up and,
to date, in goodestanding. 1 lear a
lot aboul the sins of Capital,
yet workeit with 2 guy who had any
Lis boss. [ don’t love mine,

[ never

Tove for
neitler.

Tl cut corners; U beat the clock,
and Il work just hard enocugh to keep

from gettin’ fired.  I'm human, The
only diffevence between the boss and
me is jobs. Making the same thing !

Oy the boss is
g0t no iderest
about
e

Surel A living.
making more of it B
in peak production. AN T care

A

is what my wages can buy

and the missns and the kids,

Anvway, cutbing corners ain’t hard
m a closedshop, so T got plenty of
time on the job some thinking
o imy Oowh.  If got me inio frouble
with myeelf, though, and Tm not sure
I oughta

o do

fangh or get mad ot what
my thinking turned up. Bai it cughta

Gag

capital e iz los  motnber of 4 New
York upion, whose o wn lang
fotrs zad Gard  work, for @.hf.‘

pare joy uf it, cvening of 1tal
Beonomios,

Editor of

Fhe Freemsa,

0149

An Open Letter
To Capitalists

George B. Dringmann

be interesting to vou capitalists, so TH
give with it

You capitalists aint quite bright
Sure! You own machinery, the planis
and the factories, but you don't know
nothin® about how fo protect your in-
I.abor’s  grganized
You just think vou are!  Sure, there’s
a dozen orgamizations of merchanis
and manufacturers, and maybe you
belong to a couple.  Sure, these groups
pass themselves off to the public as
representing Capital,  But ibat's plain
mullarkey. You owners of capital are
kiddin” yourselves, goes along
on the same sleigh ride, any Labor
knows enough to be aggressive. [k
agitates for hetter wages—Dbetter com-
ditions. It ain't often on the defensive,
You capitalists just sit and wait for

i - .
teresis, strong,

Labor

something to happen and then vou
handie th sit ation with kid—gfﬂves.
Or mavbe with tear-gas and bullets,

if you got to, when the chips are down.

something awlully rotten
mmatter how much more a
laborer produces, because of new skills
and inventions, he always gels a pay
envelope that’y got hardly enough in it
to keep him and his family alive till

There's
when no
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Fspecially when you
it the epvelope of an

the next one®
look at what
askilled stiff,
I'd 1ike to blame it on you guys
Put [ can’t because I know it ain't
Capital’s fault or the goys who own
it. neither, Bt i labor ain’t gethind
t!”;c increased produciion in wages and
vou capitzalists ain't gettin’ i in profits
;ihen somehody else is, Decause every-
thing's goi to prove up io a total

H

now LETs see what vou owners of
capital really own,  IU's wealth—what's
made by labor—and it ain’t money, Ne
writh

one  ever produced  anvihing
money—-uot even a diaper-pm. But

folks have used their dough to buy
mayhe a duilding, tools,
and supplies—all products of Iabor—
to make more wealth and - make it
easier and faster. That kind of wealth,
then, is copital, Ithe seeds, tools, build-
tngs, plants, anyihing wade by labor
ar used by i until whel's being made

machinery

veaciies the last guy 0 the line—ihe
consumicr. Decadse you guys own these
things and o worker generaily don't,
you've been koocked around by Labor
and von've knocked right back, DBut
that don't make sense.

Labor produsts spoils sooner or later,
arxt even Duildings and machines wear
out. With no labor on the job to repair
or repiace your holdings, they go right
tack into the ground from where laber
ook e in the frst place. And lots of
fdmes, too, vour capital ain't worth a
dime becanse some new machine some-

*See chart, Procress Guise, July, 1544:
e 10, Eronersics Editer,
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hody else owns turns out the same
gonds as yours and his s so good that
it puts you out of business. Obsolete,
you call it Even Labor can’t stop
that, and besides Labor made the other
machines, anyway.

Coming right down to the point, you
owners of capital got to depend apon
fabor o preserve your values. Which
rerinds me this iden of Labor depend-
ing upon Capital for employment, this
figuring how much # take in capital
to give cach service man a job after
the war, is hog-wash. Mavbe it's nice
for you capitalists to feel that Labor’s
dependent om you for Jobs, but I
wonder who Adam, or the Pilgrim
Fathers, or the "49ers deponded on for
their jobs,

When Labor uses vour capital to make
the same amount of goods with less
work or a bigger amount with ihe same
wark, the increased production would
mostly be eplit between the wages of
fahor and the return on your capiml
But it don’t work that wav, Labor
knows it don’t, and yon owners of
capital oughta koow it don’t.  Sure!
Onee in a while wages and interest go
up—most people call 1t profiis—but
they gef back in a hurry to nearly the
same level, judged by what money
will buy,

The other day my boss comes down
the aisle between the machines. He's
readin” something.  Fle grunis and
chucks the stulf away, I'm noesey, I
vead it myself, {ils a chart of interest

rates since 1868, yvear by wear. T stuff
ik i my shirt and when ¥ get home,
T dig out some wage lgures and com-
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pare them with the chart on interest
rates. Lvery tnoe wages are pp inter-
est is up. Every firse wages are down
interest is down, 1 aosey more, T
scraped personally through a couple of
depressions so I check on interest rates
ghen. Duving them times, when svery
chicken in the country was runnin’
like hell from every pot in the couniry,
interest on government bonds wag so
fow it cost money to profect your
money ! Maving heaved a brickbat
now and ther at company cops and
city bulls in them days, this new dis-
COVET) s e, Wages and
interest goes up and down together, on
the same siving! I give odds my boss
don't know it Ull give bigger odds
that i he does know it the chump
don't know where what he don't got

Iy poes,

 sort of excite

o d
Tedt

as 1 sarn belore, vou capitalists aint
quite brighl. You owners of capital
are called monopolists.  Not that there
ain’t monopolists, mind you, but you
ai’t. You there can’t be g
mongpoly in goods or anything made
by iahor.

know

Just as soon as one owner of capital
finds a good line that gives him a high
return, you otfher owners of eapital,
Iecking for the same good soft spots,
start makin® what the first guv makes,
That makes competition; the supply in-
creases; the price drops, and it ain%t
1in fo

long before wou're all bark
bed-rock returns.
this 30 well vou gof control of the
source of the raw materials you need.
(O you ger something just as good

Some of you koow

PROGRESS GUIDE

through franchises or patents or tariffs
which keep all others off your grass

Bat you guys who do that ain't only
capitalists.  You got monopoly as welk.
And you processors and manufacturers
who are in a high competitive line, you
guys who form the bulk of your “rapi-

talist”  associations, you' pleniy
stupd!  You let these monopoly guys

be the spokesmen for your association.
For while yow've got plenty of social
and economiic power to rub out the bad
name tied to capitalists, and to better
your own  posificn, you dont do
nothing about it. Instead, vou stick
tight with the monopslists of ane sert
or another—an’ they're your cconomic
headaches !

I guess some of vou great minds by
now are ready for some eluc-i-daiion
You oughta know if what vou own
is m labor products or if it's monopoly
privileges. Tt doa’t make much differ
ence what T call it

All sconomists, even the friends in
Washington working for us, agres that
before any production can begin there's
got to be two things: Land and Labor.
I¥'s a natural law that can’t be repeated
or declared “anconstitutional” by "nine
old men,”

As T was sayin', wealth can® be
produced 1f land and Inbor don’s got
together at the same place at the same
time,

Now hoid up your hand.  We'll
call the index finger lond, and we'll
give it a wvalue of one. The middle
finrer we'll call labor, and give it o
value of two, The third finger we'll




| wealth (production). Land plus
shor, OF On¢ plus two, adriv- up t_u
ath, or three.  Get i? ’l’hl'cf'f is
the value of your third finger. Y(}I-,!.r
index finger is gleoays 1, or fand. It
can’'t be the third finger, 3, or wealth,
et you'll find socme singularly power-
Ful members i your organizations of
“capitalisis”  whose main  claim 1o
drinking the club’s whiskey lies in the
fact that they own index finger valoes
of one, or land (natural resources).
How come they sneaked in on you?
a0 you can work ouf equa-
tions, here's how it looks:

Land == 1
Labor o 2
Wenlth e 3

Mow if vou've foilowed me so fur,
then vou can see thai labor or land
can't be wealth, any more than well-
water or hops, by themselves, can be
Bock Beer. You got te combine em,
To those of vou whoe went to school
{"m only saying a part of a thing can’t
he the whole thing. And I guess you
know that the different parts of a thing
can'’t excesd the whele of a thing—it's
ot to come out even.

When there’s omnly three general
rlasses of things in the world—ithe
natural universe (land), man (labor},
and man’s products (wealth), then
possession can only be in these thres
things, and it's crystal clear that capi-
tal must be classed with the last. I
qot, then we'd be helieving that capital
existed before the fivst wan rustled his
first meal; or that the Creator had a
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coupte of angel capitalists handing out
hoes and bows and arrows, and stone
azes from a tool crib He Himself
made |

Dion't get to thinkin” that Um givin’
this fundamental stufl for exercise, 1
aln'i. read this siow. There
can't be production unless Labor can
get al land (nwtural resources), and
there can’t be employment of capits]
unti]l Labor does. 5o monopolistic ex-
clusion of Labor by owners of natural
resourees (land} cugs down you capi-
falists’ opportanities to invest o the
extent Labor is kept off land  And
i} bet vou guys leamed the hard way
that when opportunities to invest are
timited, there’s always a lot of capital
woin’ around beggin’ to be used, which
means lower inferest rates.

N ow

17 Looks like it was high time for you
owners of capital to start organizin’ a
Srst-clase union of capitalists who are
the veal “MoeCoy™ and break off asso-
ciatin’ with them who are all or part
monopolists, Alse you who got a com-
hination of investments in capital and
monopoly privileges (land, franchises,
patents, tariffs}, might begin to make
1up vour minds just where vour great-
est good s,

ot let’s be simple.  Astorbili owos
all the Jand, the natural resoarces. You
own all the capital. Tm Jones, the
worker, WNow which one of us can

take from the sther two everything
produced over enough to keep us pro-
ducing, and can even call on govern-
You guessed
You and me will have to pay

Contiunued on Poge 350

meni to back him wp?
right]




nied from poge Iog
rorbilt because the momopoly's his.
ﬂat’s the law—a man-made law! And

makes no difference if there’s a
wousand  Astorbilt’s sharin’ the mo-
nopoly, 2 hundred thousand vou's owni-
jng the capital, and one hundred and
thirty million me’s doin’ the work, The
system of distributing wealth after it’s
been produced would be the same.

s it any wonder a working stiff like
me thinks vou capitalists ain't quite
bright? Um all for free enterprise and
a capitalistic systemn, but this ain’t it.
You capitalists ought to get around to
tryin’ real capitalism. We ain’t had
it yet.

When are vou goin’ te quit pullin’
hot chestnuts cut of the fire for monop-
olists—all in the sweet name of what
they call “free enterprise”?  When are
you goin’ to quit runnin’ around with
them monopelists in your clubs like
they were on your side of the fence?
And it won't be enough to see on
which sule your bread’s buttered.
You've got to count monopoely out !

Sure, a lot of you are afraid to come
out flat-footed for a really free econ-
omy because you think that separation
from monopolists would wealeen your
position, comparad with Labor's. To
which, wuvrs! Laborers organize
pressure gronps of thetr own as a sort
of counterforce. Eliminate menopo-
fies, and there won't he any force to
counter. 1 know labor unions are
monopalies themselves. T'm a union-
man in a closed ship. If I didn’t have
# hunk of monopoly In a union, some
hungry guy who can't get a job or
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make one for himself would bid under
me and take my job away. Like all
menopolies, Labor’d rather negotiate,
but when that fails, vou pick vp a brick
to make the organization effective.
Scabs, strike breakers, personnel direc-
tors—you capitalists only got o fes!
their lumps 1o check on this.

In a really free economy thers won't
be no need for Labor to organize.
Guys like me don’t fike 1o pay dues or
give wp our sight to independent ac-
tion. And we won't, etther, if we get
an even break at unlimited opportuni-
ties 1o earn wagss, S0 long as there
ain't monopoly, wages will be better for
all of us—whether we heave a pick or
rin a derrick.

THE parers tell me, mot in so many
words, that sooner or later Statism and
free enterprise are going to slug it out.
You owners ol capital pack a lot
of economic and social weight, and
vou cughta start throwing it around
mn favor of free enterprise.  Mavbe
you can make our national economy
something where monopoly don't in-
teriere with Labor geiting at natwral
resources and where Capital can be
competitive under the most favorable
conditions. Instead you go along with
the few windbag monopolists n your
association who sloganeer their so-
called “free euterprise.”

Yes, the time's rumnin® short
Whether Tweediedum or Tweedledes
bosses the next administration,. there's
goi’ to be millions of tough voung
veterans all over the world looking for
jobs. 5o lomg as they ain’t got no
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chance to employ themselves except at
a manopoly price set by owners of
natural resources {land—Number F—
remember 7}, therell be no FREE en-
terprise for their labor, and no free
and wnlimited opportunity for vou o
use your capital

Whether you like it or nof,
guys are goin’ to decide.  Either Capi-
tal and Labor will share the prosperity
of a free society or they will bow o
the fyranny of a system of government
which upholds monopelies by force,
Maybe well get 2 system which by
force will take over all the production
and distribution of wealth, incuding
your job of supplying capital.

That kind of government will carry
Labor around in a bag, too—so I won't

rou

like it.  I've got some “enlightened
self-interest” of my own, What about
vout

The Show Must Go O

% Claire Loce once persmaded Florenz
Ziegleld to secure a live ostrich"for her
toy n(ic in 4 “Follies” parade, “The bird
was shipped from a Florida' zoo; then
some one discovered, the dav hefore the
promiere, that the molting geason had he-
gun. The astrick be:fran to shed s
ieathers one by one; on the day of the
opening, it was stark paked,

Excitement backstage was intense until
one of the stage managers got the idea of
rushing down fo 2 Jcustomer and buving
his_entire stock of ostrich fans. Thi’ai‘
fluffy ormaments "were torn apart, then
glued plume by plume onto the brmy of
the bewildered bird.

Bevnord Sobel in
Taz Saturpay Revipw oF LITeRATURR
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NEXT MONTH
# HOW TO AVOID DIVORCE—(Ime mar-
viage in six engs in divorce. A fa-
mous  jurist who has heard 50,000
divoree cases avalyzes one of the
greal menaces 1@ the American Way
of Life. '

# HARLEM, THE LANDLORD'S BLACK
MARKET—A candid discussion of ihe
absurdities and dangers of undemo-
cratic attitudes. Constructive sugges-
tions are made for better racial rela-
tionship in America.

HF pasiwg Ty mey aUsE——A helpful
discussion of the menopavse. Explains
how proper diet can axd nature during
this period.

# KERFING FOODS WITHOUT CaNWING
~& review of spectacular results oh-
tnined by a practical horticulturist in
winter storage of fonds in the home
# THE ocrosEm sk will coniain
many other feature articles based on
el research on the various
subjects included in the ten clasai-
fications represented in the Classified
index, beginning on pas 7 of this
Due to paper restrigtions, dis-
tribution will be limited. ‘Ask vour
newsdealer to veserve a cdpy of the
Oetober issue of Prosess Guipe

austive

ssye,




