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Jonesy on Wage Protection

® There's no "full dinner pail”
in tariff-profected industries

George B. Bringmann

1's a great feeling I've got, with
Junior put in the Pacific knocking

otf Japs and me heve at home building
jeeps.  Yes sic! Jones Semior and
Jupior ain't a bad team in this fight
for freedom, if 1 do say so myself.
Yes sir] Freedom is a wonderinl
thing to be fightin’ for. Only the other
day I read about this Bretton Woods
conference. When it was all over, I
find out the owners ol the hotel
charged the government, meaning all
af us, for the couple of weeks’ use
about as much as they paid for the
roost when they bought if a couple of
manths before the conference. Which
proves, if anything, that this is a land
of oppertunity, and anyone knows a
suy can't have opportunity unless hie's
got frecdom. Ves sir! Feeding the
Fames of freedom with taxes and
bonds gives a guy a grand and glorious
feeling when he reads of successes
like the conference and the Bretton

It dossn’t take 'z Phil ia |

: adelphia
lawyer to see that if we tfade :
"wh%t we can best produce and o
dop’t need for what we cant
produce and do need, we're bet-
ter off,

Woods landlord. The rest of the world
ought to be glad we offer them wmure
of the same for free

Mayhe I oughtn't to think too much
about freedom. Maybe it ain't good
for me and 1 ought to leave it to big-
ger people than me to take care of.
Just the other day I was at a company
meeting which the union told s we
could go to. The boss and a union
delegate told us how free trade whs
bad for us American working men and
that protective tariffs were the ‘only
weapon labor and capital had against
the unfair competition of underpaid
Furopean workers and coolie laboy
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irom Asia. They said i the protective
tariff was taken away, a lot of Ameri-
cans would lose their jobs because
manuafacturers couldn’t make things as
cheap because Americans get higher
wages. Bestdes, the cheap goods am't
as good as American-made stuff, Then
they said that our high wages were
because of protection.

They convinced a lot of guys, toc
Maybe I was the only one who wasn't
convinced. 1 denne about that “cause
I ain't that careless to argue against
3 boss and a union delegate at one and
the same time. It ain’t healthy, eco-
nomically and otherwise speaking.

One of the reasons I was suspicious
was that once ! was workiw’ for 2
hoss that dide't have no protective
tarift on his stuff, and then I worked
for one thai had. Boih places, T got
the same raie of pay doing the same
job. In the frst place, T maintained
and repaired machines making watch
parts. In the second place, T done the
same on the same kind of machines
making works for time clocks, My first
boss made staff that had a tariff of 86
ad valorem but he didn't pay me more
because of it

So one night when I get done with
my supper 1 hike down to the Tihrary,
T want to see who's right and who's
wrong. Also, T want to know for my-
self if freedom is something that’s for
everyhody and works right for every-
biody, or just something that works
one way and for Americans only. And
while T was at the Tibrary I got some
of the facts and fgures to smack the
boss and the delegate with at the next
meeting, I figured if my Junior is

fightin’ for freedom out m some
banana and cocoangt pavadizse full of
malaria and bugs, 1 just got to shoot
my mouth off and take a chance of a
pasting for the sake of freedom right
here at home. l'm telling vou this
‘cause I want your company and be.
cause [ think it's vour job, too.

Naturally T read what the experts
have to say about wages in protected
industries and those that ain’t pro-
tected® I find that in about Hifty pro-
tected indusiries the wage averages
1,100 bucks per vear, the lowest being
around 700 bucks and the highest less
than 1.400. In fifty industries that
ain't protected, but hire the same type
of habor, the average is over 1,700
bucks per year, the lowest areund 1,300
and the highest 4,300,

That don't look like protection is
protecting the working man. Put [
suppose that the argument of the tariff
experts 18 that i it wasa't for protec-
tion even the smaller wages in the
protected industries couldn’t be carned
because cheap labor from Furope and
Asia would just throw good honest
American workmen out of jobs. But
they ain't proved that idea, and all the
figures prove so far fo me is that

wiages ain't higher in protecied indus-

tries by comparison,
So T ook for more ammunition in
what 1 calls my fight for frecdom.

FUNNY, but the Japs—of all people b
give me my first hinis, with lamps and
toothhrushes.

Onee upom a time s Americans had

*Cohn, David L., "Picking America’s Pocket™:
N, Y., Harper's, 1934,
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to put up 35 to 50 cents for a electric
lamp bullb. The Japs send a couple of
cargoes of lumps here to sell for &
dime. They were louwsy bulbs. In a
couple of hours they go “Pewt” but
people bought ‘em anyway. Lreity
soon Five-and-Dimes were selling ‘em
bv the carload and the market began
to float away from the Americas
manufacturers, Dut did they let that
happen long? They did not! They
came oy with a cheap lamp selling for
19 pents that was twenty iimes hetter
than the Jap lamp—and “Plewt” the
Jap lmmps went out—of the market
People had plenty of Jamps soon and
didn't have to carry one from roon
io room like before. And soon Amen-
can-madde lamps dropped to a dime.

{ dunne if it was new machines that
made tamps cheap, but I et whatever
it was it wouldn’t have happened ex-
eept for foretgn competition,

Maost all toothbrashes used to sell at
sixty cents apicee. So, being so much,
not everybndy bought "em. Then the
Japs borged in with a dime brush made
of bambon or bone, or bristles that got
tike silk when wetted, Bat a lot of
peaple nsed ‘em. Did that chuck men
ont of work? It did not. A ot of
Americans were put o work making
ten-cent toothbrushes that really id
the job. Iong before the war, Jap
brushes faded out of the market or
were dumped onte State insane asy-
lmms for the guys that don't know ne
hetter,

There ain't a2 single instatice that 1
can find where machine-made goods
produced  on a  mass  production
nle can be wade cheaper any-

where than here. For example, tea
conld be grown right here in South
“arolina and other moist Sonthern
states, bat we can buy 1 chenper irom
Cevlon, {ndia and China. And thosg
countries buy big and bhttle gadgets
which we can make fastest here,

And T aint discovered any foreign-
ers crazy enough to send their siudf
here without getting some other stalf
back, And the funny thing is what
they get back has got to be made by
Aumericans, And there’s lots of stuf
foreigners can make cheaper than us.
Don't forget it! Maybe it's their
climate: maxbe it's because they got
raw materials in the ground what we
ain't; maybe they got time to waste
doing a lot of hand work, or maybe
they got special skills.

So what? Wages aint 1o be mea-
sured in meney hut in what money can
buy. If a lot of dumb Luropeans and
Orientals want to make lace by hand
and get paid in radics, that ought to be
all right with ws—so long as we make
the radios and it takes less time and
effort than what they use

As the artist said to the pretty gal
in the picture, “TN draw you a long
heaw” PBut if South Americans can
raise bananas better than we can, we'd
be idigte to try to raise ‘em under
glass, which we can. But we'd be
gmart if we made machetes and sewing
machines and automobiles—a carload
of which is worth a shipload of green

hananas,

Seems to me people ought o re-
member that they ain't workin® just to
sweat. They don’t want jobs for the

sake of having ey, but for getiin’
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satisfactions out of wages. The less
work and the more satisiactions, the
better.

And why not be consistent? This
protection busis don't prevent cour
petition for the market.  The
public and  the don't
worry who goes out of business so
fong as he's pot oui of business hy
Americans,

We'd have been in a swell fix if
tce men had got fudl protection againg
the makers of mechanical reirigera
tors—ior the horseshoers against the
antommobile makers—or player piano
and wictrola makers against the radio

home
governnent

makers.

And there’s lots of stuff on the
protected {ist that we don't cven make
or grow in sufficient gquantity : Man-

ganese ore, foreign cheeses, green

olives, Sumatra cigar wrappers, long
staple cotton, linen, Turkish and other

Oriental rugs, French lace, Chinese
lace, and on and on. All fhat protec-
tion does is give to the manufacturers
of these articles the privilege of soak-
ing wus poor guvs with prices that
miraculously hover just on the rim of
the tariff protection.

For instance: Article (¢ can be
made in France and shipped to the
{7, 5, and sold here at a profit for §3.
Maybe it’s an ounce of swell perfume.
Something of equal quality can be
produced here profitably 1f it could be
sold for $6. The protectionist patriot
grabs a lobbyist and quicker than you
can say Djer Kiss, there’s a tariff of
200 per cent on French perfumes!
Now French perfumes can’t be sold
at a profit for less than $9. Does vonr
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danghter or mine smell swell on $6
an cunce? Tsk, tske-don't be naive!
Remember the same quality French
per fume now costs nine hucks ! No sir,
your daughicr and mine will pay 885
for American stuff ad break one an-
olher’s sweet hitfle dispositions at a
bargain counter puitting it out For 250,

And vou know how far a woman
will go to get and hold her man—but
you alse know how far your wages
will go to load the table and make it
nice for the Hitle woman. AN right,
maybe your Missas don't use perfime
by the quart. Mavbe it ain't s0 often
that she spends B.85 for the stuff in-
stead of three bucks, Bavhe once in
2 while that exira 583 don't burt, Dut,
brother, 1t ain’t just periume and it
aibt't just ence in a while! 1t's prac-
tically on half the stuff both of vou and
me buy all the time!

Freedom—my hat?  Faguality—ny
gye! Protpction—my foot!

ME—I'm getiin’ tired payin’ guvs sit-
tin’ comiy behind a toriff wall, sippin’
whiskey sours from wages I got
sweat for. I bhelieve enoush in free-
dom to fet it inclade evervhody, and 1
believe enough in America and the
skill of her workmen and the efficiency
of her wmachines to out-prodoce any
and all of ‘em, man for man, And 1
know enough o remember that high
wages come {rom high production and
not from high tariff walls. And don't
the record we workin’ stiffs made on
the production line in this war prove
it?

Yes sir? Me and my Junior got a
fight on our hands ‘cause we both be-
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Heve in freedom--—starting at home. them foreigpers, they can’t ship us so
And this freedom includes the right  much, and they can’t take so much of
to buy sowmething from some for-  our goods.
eigner—1f he’s got what we want— This idea of free trade ain't philan-
and sell something back to him. Takes thropy. It's just plzin common horse
two to make a trade, and we've gotia  semse, It dont take no Philadelphia
have foreign markets—whether it's fawyer o see that if we trade what we
four per cent or ten per cent of our can best produce and dow't meed for
national production—it all adds up o what we can't produce and do aeed,
better living for evervbody in the good  we're hetter off, In fact, evervbody
old US.A, canr understand that except the pro-
1 as plain as Uncle Sam’s Adam’s  tected manufacturers and their loblry.
apple that if we boost the tariff on  boys.

Reciaiming Synthetic Rubber

» Syathetle rubber, heretofore considered totally expenduble be-
cavse every known method of reclamation ised upon it had failed,
is now being salvaged for re-wse in manufacture as a re sult of
sclentific research and effort.

Laboratory z‘csc:—u'ch was started shordy after the national syn-
thetic rubber program L{‘q’ara Early estimates of the sCrap situa-
tion showsd ths v:umu’ds of pounds of scrap, accamuiated d':rmv

manufacture of synthetic rubber ttems and mammfactarin g dofer

made from syithetic, would be uscless unless new 1f=thods WEre
found to reclaim it. Formulas applied io natiral rabber for re-
elaim purposes failed to make the material plastic encigh o start
reclaiming processes.

New formulas were compounded, and test after test conducted,
until processes were developed which have now made possitle the
reclaiming of this scrap material. Thus far mere than 1,000,060
pounds have boen reclaimed, emploving the same machinery that
has for wears been wsed for natural rubber reclaim.

The research and laboratory work whick made possible this
synthetic pubber reclaim prosram were conducted at the Naueu-
tuck Chemsical Division, U, 5. Rubber Company’s laboratories in
Connecticut.

p
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% A southerner, after attending a hanguet, was asked who was
present. With 2 veminiscent smile, he replied: “An elegant gentis-
man from Virginia, a gentleman from Kentucky, a man from Ohia,

g bounder from Chlca(ro, 2 feliow from New York, and a galoot
from Maine”



