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break my 5017S going to got when
the war is over, You seg, Harry
Wwas piuml; discouraged hefore he en-
listed in the Navy, right after Pearl
Harbor, He had heen doing clerical
work and taking a course in acoount-
ancy at pight. Then the company in-
stalled some new hooklkesping machin-
ery. Well, they let Harry and mxu*
others out. baoked for a dob f(‘;z‘
over a year, hwl !w i\ws L0 109
aroarnd, dise ) !zv W
ke shouldn’t
did.”
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SOCIETY’S

Mildred Baldwin

= Our potional icome has soored

o the grealest figure in Bistory w

But the white collar worker is get-
“f’g Huyg a wmeager shave of i,

ment and ezl destitution unless an
open-handed government literally -
5 him on the dole via o make-work

program, or via tazation schemes that

makize his ass, as well as all other
tasees in this land of fabled plenty.
While optimists speak of the strearmn-
ined manuiacturing plants of the posts
war period, of the oreatest backlog of
arders i the history of the world, and -
of the vast possibilities for greater ex-
sansion, there s actually lttle con-
fidence in these guarters that prosper=
ity can long e maintained oz a devas:
i sion lemg avoided,
#5 the publicity depart:
great companies pam‘f these
'iaﬁ,z1a:§s<:z;§ﬁéf:s of the future in ‘Lhe bes_i_,

ige st a p’Lrtwnhrh hdp
o today, nor was he during the last
forld War, Living costs have rigeh
more than 2o per cent In the last tw
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years but his wages have remained
practically staticnary or, for a large
percentage, frozen. The white collar
worker isn’t regarded ag indispensable
in our wartime economy, like the
welder and toolmaker, nor has he the
support of powerful political pressure
groups,

A GREAT BEAL of ballyboo centers
about the fact that our national in-
come is nearly $1355,000,000,000, but
the white collar man is getting the
thinnest possible slice of this national
melor. The National Industrial
Board, in a survey of the wages of
35,611 white collar workers in 2o cit-
ies, says: “The mode or rate of pay
occurring most frequently ranged
from %18 for file clerks to $38 for sen-
ior dictating machine operators. Bill-
ing and bookkeeping machine opera-
tors ranged from $z22 to §30, caleulat-
ing machine operators from $z24 to
$32, key punch operators from $23 to
653 O'PJ

Senator Claude Pepper, speaking
hefore the recent election, stated that
emplovers should be “required” to
give ralses to the limit of the 135 per
cent Little Steel formula. Some few
so-called radical periodicals then he-
gan to sponsor the cause of the under-
paid white collar worker, but to date
the resulis have been almost nil
Moreover, business men generally
have not acted to give raises, even
where certain relazed confrels in the
War Stabilization program permitted
increases.

The fact is that even the application
ol the Little Steel formula would
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scarcely benefit these people, who, i
is estimated, would require much more
than 4 13 per cont gam to bring their
salaries up to the level of the cost of
Living,

Among those who are hardest hit
are the 3,000,000 07 MOTE federal, state
and local government workers, school
teachers, librarians and clerks whose
wages are comnpletely outside the juris-
diction of the WLB, More than 250,
ooo school teachers have sought better
jobs in industry, er have gone into the
armed forces, thereby imperiling our
educational standards.

During the last World War, the pur-
chasing power of white collar workers
declined 24 per cent. While figures on
the present rate of decline are not con-
sidered reliable, it can be truthfally
stated that millions of our white collar
population are close to the subsistence
level, They constitute our “new pro-
letariat,” and they are a force to be
reckoned with.

This class has done more than any
other to foster education and civic
hetterment, to patronize the arts and
sciences, and to develop fine home
standards. Tn wartime it has made
sacrifices commensurate with those
made by groups in the more favored
industrial brackets. Tt has sent iis
sons to the battlefields of Furope,
bought war bonds, and supported war
charities. To do this, it hag had to
scrimp and save almost beyond endur-
ance. And so, as Lee Cherne, promi-
nent political economist, suggests, it
constitutes fertile ground today fov
social unrest and bitterness; in ity
vanks may he found the political dy-




SQCIETY'S STEPCHILDREN

pnit, it was found that over 70,000
acres of land were idle in this sup-
posediy congested area. Allowin g two
actes to a family, at least 30,000 lamu-
Hes-—-perhaps 120,000 pe{:‘pienmcou}d
fnd opportunities for greater freedom
and better Hving conditions in outhy-
ing territory.

Admittedly, two acres of almost
any kind of land, if reasonably proper
gardening methods were emploved,
would furnish a large portion of the
family’s food needs. And with intelli-
gent application of agricultural knowl-
edge, many such gardens would pro-
duce enpugh surplus fo warrant regu-
tar marketing of crops to downtown
homes and stores. Thus a substantial
amount conld be added to the family
income, and thers would be a mini-
mam of suffering in times of business
depression,

Assuring that, as far as land usage

1ry

isconcerned, Cuvahoga County is typ-
ical of thousands of other counties
scattered throughout the nation, 1t is
apparent that there are opportunities
for apwards of gooooon people to
mave Lo suburban and rural areas
where they can enjoy the security
that land possession gives.

Recognition of these opporfunities
ig particularly important now because
the white collar worker 7s still in de-
mand. While his #ity work wages are
not what they should be, they may he
steady Tor some time. This situation
gives kim the chance to esiablish him-
self in a homesteading area and to
make the investment necessary for
buildings and other improvements. He
will be fortunate thus to secure Ios
family on the land befere unemploy-
ment of millions of his kind agaio
threatens the wvery survival of the
American way of life.

A Whiff's Lnough

€ The distinguished editor, the late George Horace Lorimer, was obliged,
as ave all editors, to reject by far the greater number of storjes sent to hin.

In the early days of his career, when a great burden of editorial reading
fell to him, he received a letter from an indignant woman, who said:
“Tast week vou rejected my story, T know that vou did not read it for,
as o test, T pasted Legether pages 13, 16 and 17, and the ranuscript came
back with the pages still pasted. You are a {raud and vou turn down

stories without even reading them.”
Ewr

Mr. Lorimer replied: “Madam, at breakfast when I open an egg, 1

don’t have to eat ihe whole egg to discover 1t Is bad

g o

Thesauris of Anccdofes, edited by spwowe vvirzr {Crown Publishers)
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e that may threaten our derma-

o fristit ntions.
This class will not come ¢ .
4 as soiveni as many 0k §;1,
d when, a real crash comes, it will
o Jess able to with: tand it, as past

ﬁpenmmu has shown, At the worst of
the great de oression that Began In
Tgag, one- thnd of ail clerical workers
were unemy Stoved. Tn Mew ¥ sk {f_il}:-"
4n 1933, 40 per cent of those seeking

dhief were white collar workers, and
“one-fifth of all the charity patients in
- the Lospitals were of this class.

It has been suggested that white
collar workers fovswear thew seeming

vt of the

attitude of hostility to labor unions
more strengly,  Many

and organize
tepreseniative
ganized for 50 &
retail clerks. Teachers o
1916, federal employs
union the following vear, and the ac-
tors’ onion was organized o igig.
Many office workers belong to the
Bookkecper’s, Stenographer’s and Ac-
countant’s uoion, iuim,&d with the
AFL, with representation i more than
20 cities. The CIG has raany strong
office workers’ unions, connenied v i.th
the poweriul Tra dc Union Unity
Leagus.

But of what avail are unions when
a real depression starts? When busi-
nesses iail, »cier% ol workers are just as
vilnerable to layadl a5 machinists —
and if b condinue Lo oporats,
they draw their "‘123 Tyom a cheap and
glufted labor m

As for social s
afford the prote
% presently fran

groups have b{ze‘az ot
s, Tor example, the
inized in
formed a

hiz may not
emight expect.
«d, social secority

laws specify that an empleyee mu
have sarned a minjmum of $50 p
quarter for at least half of the cal h-
dar months from the time the law be
came active (January gy, 1937} 1 il
retirement, to receive ils henefit
Thus any oide” person who was une
emploved pricr to the war VEars, or 1§
mempdoved for any considerable tima
therealter, may find himsell excluded’
frizm these benefits, .

Analysis of all these measores -
u;uommmm government subsidy,
make-work programs, social SECUTIY
and the tike — leads to the conclusion -
that none actually begins to scratch
the swrfacr of the problem, Most
Americans prefer self-respect to sub-
#idy, the kind of securtiy that is earnad
by sweat rather than the kind that is -
proﬁ ered grats through political chan-
nels “h government assistance s
based on further and more iniguitons
iazation, & mode of relief which, far -
from correcting the problem, eventu-
ally intensifies It. The numerous tax-
atlon programs whose aim s to spare .
the corporation and spank the middle
class are 1o this category.

FTATISTICS show that, since the very
Tiest davs of owr country, depres-
sions have come af coer closer mtemals
and wuwith
i they hase r.omrtef:’d with the repoval -
é f Gy ;;opg&mwa fnwz the land. In
fact, every authority in the social sei-
ences has regarded the separation of
people from ﬂw tand as the beginning
of social decay, of class cleavages, 1)0V—
erty and unrest. :
It becomes apparent that if indus«-_

incy 5(1‘)"1'#?5 maa‘mfmde and .
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try cannot continuously absorh 4 pos-
sible surplus of workers—and expe-
rience has shown that it cannot—in
this age of improved technology, then
the land must absork the people. There
18 no alternative. {nless there I5 a
greater movement to the land, a larg-
er proportion of our population will
suffer from inadequate diets, a sub-
standard of living, physical break-
downs, and finally various forms of in-
sanity. The family of the low income
white collar worker is especially the
victim of these conditions.

The federal government has made
endless surveys on the possibilitics in-
Lerent in land use for Yarge numbers of
our underprivileged. A report from
the American Society of Planning Of-
ficiais, headed by Mr, Walter Blucher,
is ilumineting: “The federal govern-
ment now oWNS 195,000,000 acres of
land —or more than 2o per cent of the
total ares of the country. In addition,
millions of acres have reverted to own-
ership by the states, counties and mu-
nicipalities through tax delinquency
and foreclozure.”

There is land aplenty for every con-
celvable human requirement, but it is
bevond the reach of the millions of
people who have dire need of it. Tax
delinquent and tax abandoned lands—
whether state, county ¢ municipal
properties-—are usually not available
except on prohibitive terms. True,
these lands are offered for sale to any-
one who wants them, provided the ac-
cumulation of back taxes is paid. But
the idea is not that of satisfying the
need of our people lor land it is rath-
era step in securing all possible income
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for government treasuries. Both the
speculative evaluation of the land and
the excessive taxes are the stumbling
blocks—the taxes often exceeding the
actual worth of the Jand.

Breaking this bottleneck in the proc-
pszes of acquiring land will not, 4s
many believe, require special leg
tion. There already exist, in all states,
legal procedures whereby title to tax
delinquent lands can be made to re-
vert to the goveroment, Anthorities,
therefore, have cvery right to tske
title and rent the lands—cither city
lots or country acreage-—at the going
rate and for short or long time lease.
The advantages both to the govern-
mental bodies and to the renter are
obvious. The governments concerned
supplement their income in a manner
and to the extent justified by funda-
mental economic law. And the renter
gets access to the land without pro-
hibitive investment, at a figure com-
mensurate with the pessible produc-
tivensss of the property.

Short-term tenants should have the
privilege of transfer to long-term con-
tracts at the end of the original con-
tract, so they may properly secure
their interest in whatever improve-
ments they make on the land. And it
should be specifieally stated in every
such lease that title to the property
can rever again pass from the govern-
ment to any private pasty.

THAT THERE i5 need for some such
g% % - 3 Tz , .,
colonization” of suburhan and rural
lands is indicated by a2 sorvey made
by the business interests of Cleveland,
Ohio. Taking Cuyahoga County as a




