s fo the  seduien
- and sopied profiems

Procness Guioe’s sontri
of soono

Are There
Too Many People?

THIRD OF A4 SERIES—POPULATION AND SURSIST

that, in normal times,
i people in

AN 1 he

there is an exce
America and that over-population 13
the of widespread unemplov-
ment and conzequent iow wages?  To

cause

it oseems more than
a coincidence that the onemployment

aily ohserve

of the depression should come to an
hen TGHGEH) are in the
armed  for When Johnny comes
hing home, will he step into a
job only
wWho now

end only

by disemploying some ong
las a job? After all, the
present worker neads & job, too,
Hitler’s ery for Lebensramwm—Iiving
space——ior the German people, Muos-
Fihiopia  and
rure of Manchuria received
a degree of moral sanction from a
large part of the world becanse it
seenmied that Germany, Ttaly and Japan

solint’s aggression in

Japan's se

were gver-crowded,

Are there, In fact, too many peopls
in these conntries and in fhe world?

Reverend Thoma
right when, in 3789, he publis
opulation, proclauning the

s the

wel his

Fesay on F

lendency of  population {0 morease
er than the means of subsistence?

s he jqustified in helieving  that
famine, disease and war arve divinely

prdained checks on excess popalation,

HNCE

to which the only alternative is a re-

duced birth rate? Does density of

population accomnt  for the

fzstering in every civilized nation?
What are the facts?

MIGCHTY

INHERITANCE

Geographers and other scientists agres
that approamately 30 per cent of the
landt area of the world, or a little over
10 Billion acres, is culilivabled  This
i an average of five acres for each
of the two hillion inhahitants
carth.  Thas, for every {am
in the world theve ave 25 acres of

the

v ot Ave
arable land for the production
foodstuffs and mater
apparel.  An additional 30 per
of the fand area of the world is poor
grazing land, marsh, forest and high
mountain land—res e of
raw materialy for indastry,  IDven ihe
which comprize 40 per cont

tals ior

cent

valusble

deser

of the fand swiace of the globe, are
rich in potential s
needs of mankind.

tions {or »
Binerals under the

deserts, the harnessing of desert sun-

Light, and the possibilitics of iroigation
stggest the untapped opportunities in
The

these sand-swept wastes, hasks
and oceans, too, yield man food and
raw  matermals, as o owall as farosh
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of transportation
ranice for the human

him with avein

A mighty inhe
race !

Consider the potentialities of one

: Flanted m cab-

carth.

acre of good

hage, One sprout 1o ench Tour S rAre
age, ¢ _

feet, an acre will yield more than
10,008 heads. Only one-fifth of each

individual's sh of  the cuoltivable
oi the planct would provide
27 heads of cab-

portion
him with more than

bage a duy What woan, woman or
child could eat n a day 27 heads of
cabbage—or even the equivalent in
other foods, such as fruits and grains,

or meat from ammals fed by these

products of the soill Civiental peaples

fnd that epnough  sovbosng can be
grown o one-sixth of ;-1:“21 EiC!‘t‘.‘ 15
farnish tHhe major portion of a famils

nutritive dwet
Viewing the earth as
ng against the Timits

of the

a whale, man

is far from pre
of land for the production
necessaries of Hie.

Equally distant iz the prospect of
over-crowding the sarth’s surface for
living space. I the whele population
of the earth were gathered
State of Fexans, each fzmily
counld have #s own home site,

o the

of five
100 feet

by 150 {set, twice the size of the
ordinary city lot, with enough space

o

laft for oz All the peonls of
the Umited States, housed oo
densely than the ve
govermment ]il'iltiﬁ-%i'};{ project, would re-
quire an area less than seven times the
size of Chicago?

more
exidents of a spacious

3

ln fact, 65 pes
of the United

cent of the population
States Hwes and works

GUTDE

Muay'aq

(1 threo-fifths of one per comt of ihe
total grea and 35 per cent of the peo-
Plo hove pli dhe rest of the coustry—
over 99 por cent of d—fo Wve inoand
From swehich 1o produce e 1S
food and row wmuderiefs?

Think of the
room in the L
depression, 1310
voluntarily sdbe.
been less, would there

#gef

Living and working
AL Vet dunog the
KEL(HEY men
Had our population
have been fewer
with only

were  in-

211 Cannda,

c per sguare mile of a wast

Hd: m o paiural  resource
had mo anemplovyment
dide—one-third of
poputation was idle, just
nited States. The problem
of unemployvment was hitile e
than in England and Wales,
density of 742 people per square mile,
th 2 density of 369

oty ',-
shauld

i

have
problem, But she

her warking

as in the U

3 ntense

with a

or i Germany, wi

per square e,

Taking inte account ouly the cul-
trvable land of Cevmany, the densitv
in 1938, was 81! p
per square mi { this seems crowded,
remember Switzerland with 2111
squars mile of 'nzﬂalv
higher standard ¢

of popatation SO

per-
RTTi S
n

50015 {wr
‘.:.H{! ing
1938 Eh(: popidation of Germany was
16 times that of Switzerland, and vet
Germany produced 35 times as much
times as nch barley, 279
times as much oats, and 278 times asg
Germany had 24 tmes as
26 times as many sheep,
s as many cattle, 25 times as
amwl 12 times as many
in the rarest

k3

wheat, 515

much rye.
many horses,
12 time
many s

e,

Ciermany is rich
of essential plant foods, potash and

roati.



TOOG MANY PEOFLE?

aitrate.  While Switzerland iz de-
pendent almost entirely on importation
of her rals, Germany pro-
duces coal, lignite, coke, iron ore and
, sulficient to form

FASERe

TRW

pig from in quantit
a solid base on which to build o modern
cconomy, 1t 1s chvicus thaf in propor-
tion fo natwral resources and capacity
for production of foodsiuffs, Germany
, over
Switzerland, drom which the world
has heard no plea for Lebensraum,

has, il anvthing, an advantage

Apparently there are considerations
other  than
give rise to the idea of “pressure of
population.” The funker lond wmon-
spoly, and public expewditires that took
one-half of the courfry's frcone ix
1937-1938, wninly for war frefara-
tions, suggest why Germany apped

in meed of “Hutug spure?  Within
her Dorders, given an economy based

natural resources which

on production for exchange, Germany,
with her natural resources, lier tech-
nical and indastrial gidll, her intellec-

tnal energy, could hestow wpon her
people  a  cormucopia of £COnNEIe
goods #

Tast fall, headlines told anew the
story of famine 1w India “The in
streets of Caloutta as huager sialks”
“Report Dengal lamine; cost of rice
India hunger

Too

soars,”  “Higures on
deaths ealled too low” Why?
many people in fertile Hindostag—
with a density of only 247 people per
square mile compared to 742 for Eug-
fand and Wales, 367 for Germany, and
271 for New York State!
Hereditary tax-gatherers sifll rack-
rent the toiling, long-suffering serf,

vst viciim of famine, plague,
malaria, and influenza, A single daily
meal, thin grucl, and a loin cloth aie
his reward in years of plenty. What
he might put into improvement of bis
living conditions or the purchase of
fiveestock  is  eeguiarly diverted in
clandestine fashion, in spite of tenant
protective Jegislation, inte the hamls
of landlords who tower above him on
the economic ladder and in whose
hands the Tand has long been Co
trating.?

fa a0

The great spur to industey,
ihat of security, is taken away. Hence
the cultivator raises ng more
than is Dbarely sufficient o get Hiiz
year, and an uifavorable season pro-
duces famine.

WNe, Mother Tndis, s loeng as vour
rack-rent system reduaces your eulti-
vators fo. starvation, deprives them of
incentive and hope while others of
vour sons are amang the world's rich-

Lrr ALl

est; so long as your fertile soil and
rich tespurces are not fully utilized,
veu cannot blawme your troubles o the
size of vour population.  The real
cause of your want and famine. today
as in the past, is the capaeity of your
net the niggardliness

‘55

man-made Jas
of nature,
Japan proper has a density of popu-
lation of 490 people per sguare mile,
in an arca about the size of MMentana.
O this, about two-thirds is mountain-
ous and not arable.  The remaining
area, equal in size fo New York State
and four times as densely populated,
supports 73 million people.  As an
outgrowth of the faudal
land is in the hands of a comparatively

stem, the

confinued on poge 317




By

we coNgve” said the prophei,
“ave n feeble Tolk, hut they malke

their houses in the rocks”  The seer
referred to the aphaa,”
badeer, translated in the King James
edition of Holy Writ as “oomey,” or
Dt ‘t‘}“ wouddun't
he could see the King

0r rock-

rabbit. believe his
eyes today if
Comneys of 1944
Four sodid economic rocks of Amer-
ican industry are bl more or less,
upon the humble rabbit
sketchy picture of how rabbits do thelr
bit these war davs, we'll disregard fig-
ures in the lower brack
trate with nothing less than :
running ings st digits—into the mif-
And these fguves will serve 1o
feehle though
af wwltiplication,

0 gV b

and ks
stati

Hons.
show that i
he may be,

1

In the

2 Rabbi

is tops

> fur trade, they don't use the

Ve Pe S e T
ttere s coney,

nae “i‘zthl}ii
But, «ived and processed into scores of
wmtaiions of more valuable pelis, rab-
Bt fur stands n fotr feet
as the most of the fur

FAVINSi

™

frade, Maoiropolitan  Now
York us i 40,000 08 vabbin skins
vearly in the of about
50000 fuor zarments, amployvs
aroandg 20060 over 350
manafactaring establishiments

manuiaciure
and
workers in

O ESHIC
Do Their Bir

Marceliusg I,

E55

abbits

Meek, LL B

Recently Joseph Brickner, president
ol the American Rabbit Dealers As-
sociation, stated, in Howen's 1§
“The rabbit cont again proved itscHf
to be one of the most economical and
serviceable garmenis to Le produced
by the industry, and it has dope much

Tear !

mdusiry from
£ wt

to keep the entive fur
clagsed as a
ahbit couts are now being

being Iy, In

Government agencics

ential  uithty  produoct

i
one of the (-:ﬁzn;mm'lt

living

SR

agencres, ‘a cost of

Tn 1265
thereabausts, good St Louis,

That's the picture in 1944,
AL D, or

King of Trance, ingisted that his
Crpeen wear rabbit furs instead of the

of that day,
nok

costly furs rensoning

kingly fashion “thai only would

the use of rabbit fur console the poor,
: better would it instruct the vich,”

because ol s
price,

from  then on,

warmith, beaoty, relatively Jow
and adaptability to unitation of seal,
nutria, leopard, sable

vabbit four hag gone glam-

heaver, nole,

atud erimine,

arous i oa blg way m Awmerica and




PEOPLLE conttnurd from page 203
few large owners: descendants of
former feudal chiefs, religious organ-
izations, and medern mdusteialists whoe
were astate encugh to acquire large
holdings, The ITwasaki family, for ex-
ample, owners of the great Mitsubishn
Company, acquived, for $2000 an
acre, a tract of land In what is pow
the heart of Tokve, The value of the
tract has risen to six wmilbon dollars
an acre, making the Iwasaki fanuly
cne of the two mest powerful {amilies
in Japan.

According to one estimale,
than 50 per cent of the zonual income
of Japan goes to 12 per cont of Japa's
famities.®  Ordinary  farm land on
which the Japanese farmer sirives to
make a2 living would cost bim about
$2000 an acre il he could afford 10
buy it. The average farm is 1 than
and almost every flarmer
is hopclessly in debi. He has done
after payvment of rent, he
$100 annually with which o
and educate hig
one

MGTE

twa acres,

well if,

STOSECE
feed, cothe, house,
famity,®  Jupan's problem is
of resources but of distribution.

Wherever the searchlight of inquiry
and misery attribated
iact, be

ot

turng, the vice
to over-population can, in
traced to oppression, tyramny, or war.
These social and economic evils pre-
vent the koowledge of science from
being fully utilized in peaceiul pursuits
and deprive the individual of incentive
for efficient production by confiscating
the product of his labor.

Aranrrh!w te the Brookings Institute fquyt
Awmerica’s ('aﬁa;. v te Produce, 1934, p.
one-half of cur nativnal income went 1o 12
of the population, The r)thcr half was shared
by the remaining S7.3% Economics Fditor.

AN iy

Ultimately, will not man press
against the limits of subsistence asz do
amimal and plant life?

The wvery profligucy of
the animal and vegetable kingdoms is
man’s salvation. A single
salmon smight, 1f preserved from wa-
tural enemies for a few vears, fill the
ocean. 5o what does maa do?  De-
siring salmon, he places their spawn
under favorable conditions, the
result that ne maiter how many peo-
ple the world should ever have, there
would be no lack of salmon! This
15 but one illustration among thousands

DIFFERENT

thongh,

nature it

pair of

with

of how man puts 4o his own service

the more powerful reproductive forces

of animal and vegetable life—7iorces

which then go forward at a pace his
own powers of reproduction cannot
rival.

It is net the increase of food that
makes possible the increase of man,
as Malihus assumed, but the nerease
of man that brings the increase of
food. Until all the natural materials
and forces on and in the carth are
exhausted, man need never he In want.
And these materials and forces can-
not finally be destroyed by man, Tach

generation of men can but harness and

use them.
San Francisco was built on an amin-
viting sandy waste, Manhattan Fsland,

the most densely populated borough of

New York City, was a barren vock.
St. Petershurg, now Leningrad, was
built on marsh land. The food and
raiment oi the people of these cities
are drawn Ifrom the world,  Their
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subsistence s limited only by the Limnt
of the globe to furmsh them food and
raw materials in exchange [or their
and finished products,

hat animad and vegetable Iife tend

SETVICES
to press agamst the lmits of space
does not prove the same tendency in
fife.  Unlike those of the
apimal, man’s desives increase as they

hygnan

are atiained, and are never satished,
The wants of 21l other living things
are ugiform and fxed. The only mse
animals and plants can make of addi-
tional supplies or opportunities iz o
puiltiply, Mot so with man.  As his
animal wants are safished, new wants
arize, Dlesires he has i conunon with
the beast hecome exteaded, refined,
exalied. With the elevation of his in-
teflect, a check to population comes
into play, as though in obedience to a
natural  law.  Exhaustive rescarch
shows a marked tendency to a lower
birth-rate among people whose  im-
proved economic condition places them
above mere animal existence? There-
fore, any danger that human beings
may be brought imte a world where
they cannat be provided for arises, not
but
{rom the social maladjustments that, in
the midst of
want,

from the insufficiencies of nature,

wealth, condenm men §o

POPULATION AND

i
PRODUCTION

“& greater sumber of people cannot,
i oany given state of civilization, be
collectively so well provided for as
a smaller number,” wrote Tohn Stuart
support of  the

Mil, in 1848, I

PEOGRESS GUIDE Mey'#
Malthusian theary2® The vears that
have elapsed sinee the lime of Malthus

ared MUl tell 5 different storv,

Petween 1870 and 1936, the popu-
lation of the United States more than
iripled. increasing from 38,558,371 fo
122775046, Inthat sixty vear period,
the output of

b nedividual worker,
fture and in industry,
ed at least twen and & half times;
the productive pawer of the mation -
creased 734 times.  To illustrate, in
I870, Iet us say, 10 workers produced
1) wnits,  In 1930, roughty speaking,
M) workers were producing, not 30
N g—ar 1

both in agric
incres

than 30 units, as Mal-
thus  would have expected—dut 735
wnits,  This accounts, for instance, for
our output of radios and avtomobiles
without the sacrifice of per capita pro-
duction of fond. In fact, during this
pericd, despite & 60 per cent reduction
in the proportion of workers on the
iarm, the

rm outpit per capita of
population increased 122 per cent; and
the shift of labor {rom agricuiture to
wdestry increased factory cutput per
capita of population by 45 per cent.’?

in the same period, the population
of Japan dowbled, and its average real
income  per persen alse  doubled 32
Indin’s Census Report of 1921, ob-
serving the growth of population in
that couniry from 100 millien in 1600
to more than 300 millien. concluded
that “it seems unquestionable that up
to the present time the number of peo-
ple and the average standard of living
g together.”?
confirmed by the head of the Depart-
ment of Foonomics at Lucknow Uni-

have heen ris This is
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FUNDAMENT AL FOONOMICS AND SOCIAL PHILGSOPHY
LESSON IV

The Laws of Distribution

Regding Assignmeni

Progress and Poverty by Henry

George, Book TIE

Pages 153-226

Ouestions for Discussion

I What are the three factors in the

production  of swealth?  Define.

(15G)

What are the three avenues of

the distribution of wealth?  Dg-

fine. {162

5 I the user of the Iand is aiso the
owner, is there reat? (165}

4 When docs rent arise? {166)

[

of rent? (1713}

If 2 aan can employ himseii what
will be the lowest wages for
which he will work for others?
(205

What may happon to wages when
fand is alf morwpﬂlu( A (213)
‘Wln. 15 tha margin of prmiuc—
tion? {207 and 212)

5 ¥ we learn what share of pro- 11 “What i the daw of wages? (207
duction goes for the use of land, and ’1'3}
how will cur vy be advanced? 12 Why is it that in spite of the in-

(167}
What determines rent?  (168)
What is the corellary of the law

1O

erease of productive power, wages
do  not rise pi’og{)rtimlately?
{216-2225

MNumbers refer fo pages in Pregress and Poverty
* % %

Specially printed copies of this and previous lesson assige-
ments, with space for inserting answers, may be had free on
request o the Economics Tditor, Procmess Guome, Pontiac
Bldg., Chicago &, Tilinois. (Answers to questons from reader-
students on the subject of this lesson will be published in the
next issue. }

M—Egelkicl, Mordecai, “The dwmericon
Peaple, Studies in Population,” An-
sigls of Awmericon Acadewmy of FPolit-
cal and Social Science, Phila., 1936:
pp. 238-239.

12—Corr-Saunders, A. M., “tWorld Fopu-

&—Maoss, . F. Robert Schalkenback
Foundation, N.Y., Address, Sept. 2743,
QW atestein, Frank W. “The American
People, Siudies in Populafion”; An-
nals of American Acedemy of Politi-
cal ond Social Science, Fhila, 1936;

b, 26-36, Tation, Past and Present Trends,”
10-ATilE, Tahn Stuart, ¥ Principles of Fo- glion, ast and LVesei 1 renad,
litical Fcomamy” Book 1, Chap. Ouxford, Clarendon Press, 1936:5.263.

X, Sec, 2. 13—Ibid.: pp. 273-274,




TO0 M4AeNY PEOPLE?

in 1939,

stated
“in India the wealth per capita

versity in India, whe,
that
has  nereased «uring  the last 50
vears,”"

That increased population increases
productive power is clear.  Twenty
working  together will produce
than twenty times the wealth
thai one nun working alone can pro-
duce, The denser the population, the
more minuie can become the division
of labor and the greater the economies
thronghout the prodociive
Thus any reduction in the power of the
more than offset

e
are

Process,

natural resources s
by the increased power oi the human
factor.

A nuation that borg
with war and prﬁpa.i.-ltmnb for war
cannot  attribute the
people to the fack of narural resources
at 1ig disposal.  And 2 country that
saddles wpon its producers a ooterie
must not be
famines

cns it people

poverty of ifs

drones
recurring

of  economic
shocked  at and
lingering malnutrition,

The fact that the gverage well-being
of o nation has improved does not
imply that the well-being of all the
people in it has improved.  Production
per prodocer, and even per inhabitant,
can increase and suill leave the great
mass of people at the same low level
of comiort as before, while, as in
Japan, vastly eariching =
small namber of families

relatively

“In the modern mechanized world,”
says Lowis [ Dublin, president of the
America,
does not

Population Association of
“population growth certamly
outstrip the expanding means of sub-

sisterice, Productivity has increased at
a far greater rate than has population
this destroys the fundamental thesis
upon  which the whole Malthusian
theory rests. . . Far more  mporiant
than finding ways to keep down the
population is the discovery of some
method to distribute more equitably
the goods that are being produced i
such mass volume. We have ar our dis-
posal the use of tools which have im-
mensely iner
nature ;

5

sed man’s power over
it 1 for us to atilize them to
better advantage 1t

When Johnny comes marching home
to the TWS.A; when Heinrich returns
te his Fatherland: when Tony gets
back to his yillage in sunny Ttaly;
when Tom is again in Piccadiily, ves,
andd when Yukio finds himsed§ at home
in the land of cherry blossoms. and
Lec Ho in a peaceful China, each one,
i he Tooks beneath the econonic super-
stitions of the past, will find, in his own
cowitry, a wealth of opportunity for
himself and ali his {ellows.
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