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SPEBCH

(Frome the Auckiond Ster,

Last evening Mr Geoorge Fowlds addressed
a fairly large mesting in the City Hall on
political fSoples, in connection with his
candidature for the Auckland eity seat in
the House of Hepresentabives at the ap-
pr’ ching peneral eleetion. Mr W, H.
Smith presided, and smoungst he citizens
who aoccupied seats on the platform ware
the Heov. {r. Burgess, Mesers B, Tromain,
B. N. Warner, A Withy, Mitchetl, B.
Twdehope, Uregory, Higpins, Cleghors,
feadamos  Deidy Potitical
Leagus), Jordas {Women's Libaral Lasgus),
Mr W, H. Lyon, and obhers,

The Chalrman, in  iotrodoeiog  the
spesker, sald that he was sovry the bad
weather had prevented a larger attendance.
He apoks warmly of Mrp Fowlds social
gualitiss, and deweribied him ne an honest,
whole-sonlad, lavel headed Seotehman, M
Fowlds had hia heartiosé sympathies in his
candidaturs for the Auchiand Gi*sr sank,
and hs had the advantage of belng the
fret in the fisid, ¥le had nc dombi
My Fowlde would wske 3 Isvourable
impression, anc he hoped 5o sse him re-
tarned to the Howss of Representntives.
My Fowids came into the political arena as
an iodependent Liberalcandidata, Ha was
a man of sterling gualities, snd tha colony
noeded wany sach men.  Mr Fowlide wae s
warm-hearbed sud libsral-mninded man with
nn oarnest desire fo benefit the eommenity,
He {(Mr Smish) did not kaow what all Mr
Howlds’ political and socisl opinioas wers,
bet as & Liberal, and almost a Radical as
well, be kad the greatest plessurs in giving
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what help he cosld to that gentleman’z
candidature. (Applanse).
ME FOWLDE ADDRESS.

Mr Fowlda, whe, on rising, was rscoived
with applavse, said Shab some time ago he
veceived & reyuizsition sigued by 640 of the
slecbors asking him to become a candidate
fer Parliamentary honours, and in response
50 bhab re:-quisihion be iotimated he wae
witiing bo do so.  With that in view he.bad
aalked them to meeb him there "hat‘;%
s that be might explain the pringt
which he ahould be guided if slec

position, and  express  his B OB
soms  of  those  great  po and
sosial guestions which were ought
to be agitating the public wind, He
pegpetted  that  the mighd wae  so
ingiement, hot he was thankfel so mony

had braved she alements to come oud and
hmar hire thak picht. In lccking around
the world io-day they saw & grest deal of
discontent and unrest.  Humso socieby was
aver in astate of trapsition, Wherever there
wag bHfs lzhem was growbh and movemenb,
ang to-day thers wae more life jn socisl
matbors !h!m perbaps there had beew at
awy previcus skage in the worid’e bistory.
In the !life of communitiss, as of in-
dividuale, thers cames timoes of crises, times
whan iF was pogessary 30 have  olsar
raiding princigdes. Ak these times they
laft the hesken track o trv fresh prounds
&b present seolery here and elsewhevo was
shawing sipns of one of those times of crises,
and stherefors it was all the more neces-

sary, in deciding what course to take, that
thev should go baek snd wrace their
way from  first  principles, but  he

thonght they would agree with him
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of some of the messures which had
bsen passed and proposed in vhie coamtry
to say that they wara not included in
the Charsies demands. They knew Sir
Robert was one of thoss men whao
claimed to be the only tras Liberals,
and, therefore, everytbing which did nes
meet with his approeal must of necos-
vity be bad Liberalism. Wow, it seemed
2o him that (o zagpsat to the peopte
af  this country, that having secursed
free education, soiversa! eufrage, shors
Parlisments, paymens  of membore
and no proverty qualification, and woting
by ballot, they should ssk for nothing
oaora, or to hind that those greed and good
man who fought and died in sccuring some
of there raforins wouid, if they lived to-day,
ask for nobhing mors was G0 write them
down ae s paek of fools,  (* Hesr, hear.™;
What was the use of edusating the people,
giving ithem o wobe which they conid
axereize withont coercion, securing to them
short partiements, paid wmembers {30 that
svoryone of sability might represent his
fatlows), if shev wers nob $o uss thoss
powers when once they had been secared ¥
“as nob the demand for eguml political
ks intended s 2 stepping-sionz o
rg sgual social and econowmie rights?
‘wase.} The same apirit which uni
i the Chartizhe of old in their fgbt for
4ieal Liberty and Political Justce
3 animats the poople to-day im
sbhting  for wsocisl lhberty snd  sosigl
justice. {Applavse.; I the laws ab that
time weors vighs, what, he ashed, wonld
be the 28use in asking for a change of
lawmakera?
THE FNOLOSTRE ACTS
They had only to rend ihe history of

Eoglish lawwmakiog to realise how far
thess laws wers from being just. Was io
fust or right when & parlisment of

Iand owners passed the infameons Bnclosure
Aets, and thus robbed the people of Hng-
land of millions upon millicss of aoves of
fand, which had been thelr haribage, with-
ont ever cncs belking of compensation?
Wae i vight or just when a Parliament of
land ownere by & majorivy of two shraw off
vheir own shoulders the burden of taxation,
which constiteted the conditions under
which they held their land from the Crown,
and pluced it on the backe of the common
people by Excize and Costems duties
PRECKDRENCE FOR 4 LANWD 4K,

Thers seemed te him &0 be so much

veglecied knowledze of the svil contained

in the passing of thoss acte, and the onor.
mity of she aftence which those men did,

ke wounld read a short extract from g sub-
leader which appeared in the Swrar some
five or six ysars sgo. This, he szplainad,
was in reply to & corvespondent who had
wribten on the guestion of taxing,
URIMPROVED LAKD VALE
The extract was as follows ;. The
writer of this sentence iIn avidently not
awars that aneil the thme of Charles 1. of
Enpgland, the [and of Britain provided the
pational revenue woguired for sil  pur-
poser, it wae Charles I, who persasded
hiz  Parlisment to impose Ouwstoms sod
Breiss doties.  The dabate which toek
viace in the Mowmse of Commons on the
imporition of these duties, proved thab the
Houmee was by no means unanimous wpon
this propused changs of fawxation, and,
after all, it was decided oo by a bare
majority of two. Even many of the land-
swoers in the Honse were orestly spposed
to the chango, saying that it was distinetly
the land of & country that shouid provide
the national revenus, and to take it ond of
the poekets of the wage-earner was & crusd
robbery. {Applanse) Cromwell, who ba-
came prawector  of the kinedom  aiter
Charles, did away with the CUustoms
and Ezcise duler, and re-imposed ghe
tand fax. During this protectorate the
revenus frowy this sowres asveraged fo
million anoealiy.  Charles 1L re-im
the Customs and Exeise duiies, and p
the land tax, Hach Governmon
land sivce that time har followe
nicivus exsmple, and shus a oy
soil of England war wade to Its présent
seasors, Lest vear the land tax for the whols
of (dreat Britain reslived only £1,500,000,
whersas had the Inndowners of that souon-
ery prid according to vhe Act providing for
the tax, which has never heen repealed,
shey would have to stump ap to the tnoe
of £36,000,000.  This s sorely a precedens

of a ratber remarkable character.  The tax
deorivest  from  the lasd  in  [edis i

£22 500,000, and had i nod been for the
asrrangeinent mads with the Indian chiefs
by Lord Cornwallis in 1796, wherghy the
future rise in land valuwes wont te bhem,
#£88,000,060 woeld now be pald,”

A GOVERNMESTE TUNOPIONL

Now they were to sea if they could arrive
at » clearer dofinition zs to what werg the
true famctions of Govertment, remember-
ingr that the smme law of MNecassity,
which bad controlied and guided in the
past, wonld operate in the fobare; now,
what had beewn the sssential epirit of human
progress hitheyto ? It secmeod tobim to have
heen in the dirgction of secoring to every



individua! free and squal opportunivies of
living his gwn full life untrammieled and un-
controlled by his feilows, except whers his
setions  infringe the like freedoma and
sguzlity on  their parts, thersfore his
soneeption  of  the faanctions of G-
vernment was bthet i6  shouwld  alm
at securing to svery member of the
State fnl! and agual frsedom, freedom of
shaught, freedom of spesch, freedom of
action, with fres sud egual access to all the
natural opportonities of the sarth, (Ap-
plavse.} In this view of the case Govern-
ment becawws mors of a nagative than a
posifive charscter. lte epmmands mast be
“ Thow shalt not " rather than *° Thow
shalk do this or that.” Itk primazy daty was
zo see that Hberty did nob degensrate into
licemee (applavsa), that e one in the
exorcias of his owa liberty infringed the Jiks
liberty of hia neighbour. Indischarpingthat
duty the Governmené of the future mash do
many things whick hxd »ot been reguisite
in the past, and with the indastrisl de
volopmant  which lies  before ws, the
Government will of neoces be called
upan 6o taks wp duties which are nob
BECASEATY 8Ven BOwW. Lhe greatesh monace
bo individual liberty to-dav was to ba found
in the wrowth of monopoliss, and these, a2
time provesds, must sither be abolished or
over by ths Stats and ren in the
bs of all the peopie. {Appleuse}
ey congider how best thoss funo-
i be discharged,  In doing this,
Erat consider the machinery of the
15, lepialative proposals, and,
he adminissration of she Govern-

GOVERNMENT MACHINERY,

in considering the machinery of the
igvgramend the firsh guestion was thei of
Barty, or raSher cabinst ayatem of govern-
ment. The system ssewed to be prefby
generaliy condemsed. Bverywhers thers
was & growing opinion that ¢ had sarved
ite day and generation and must Dass away
intc the lumber room of forgotten things,
Parsy  governmeit failed o mest the
formula of a true democracy. Iastead of
being goverpment of the people fer the
paopls by the pecple, i had  beoome
government of the people by the Premier
for the Pramier snd 2 few friends. {Ap-
planes.)  They regnired %o reverse their
whole ides of povernment., Instead of the
Promier being the centre of power and
authority, it must be the people who hald
the power. (Applavse.} Iustead of the
zovetoment being frowm the top downwards,
it musk be from ths bottom wpwards, (Ap-
plasse.) They heard s good des! about the

asutocratic Seddon—and ke was and muosb bhe
antooratic under the prezent system unless
e meant to po bo the wall. ({Applavee. §
No wan could saccessfully carry on govern-
ment under the prosent system wishant a
gond deal of cosrcivn. To hear some people
ralle, they wonld think that Me Seddon
had been the first Premier in New Zea'znd
who had besn dietatoris! with hiatollowers,
What about the hob-mail boots of Sir
Harry Atkineon ? (Lasghter and applause, }
That geobleman bad often o vound
up his {ollowers by threats of disssclu-
tion. The fact waz that £ was nob
bhe mao but the system which was at {anin
{Applavse.y They wanted a complets
reverzal of the preeent sysbemr of govern.
ment. Et should originate from the bottom
and wob froms the top. The individual
shooid s the anic of Government, pa=-
sing onwsrds through the wards or loecal
boarde, then to  district coununcils, and
fuaily 50 the Partiament, whose ante, anises
sracticaily suanimows, shoold eome baek o
the people for aske by means of the
referendam before finsily becoming law.
Moantime, if thoy should choose to slect
him he would suppors Major Sesward’s per
poeal for an elective BExeontive, {Applaws
He did not think shas wonld be the last w

on the guastion.  In thelebure some sy:

of pommitbees must control deparbmer
Ztate and supplant the present indivic
systers of mansgement. He need
dwsll npon the advantuges te be derive
from the siective Exscuiive, and wonld
zontens himeelf with poioting out ens ad-
vaniage that every proposal would be
considered upon itz merite, without refor-
suee Lo the standisg of ite proposer or
invelving the fate of & Government. There
world be much more likelibood of petiing
the will of ths people expressed in the
legislntion of the country, and the prevent-
ing the puesing of laws which had not the
approval of the people would be perhaps as
great » wain as the getting of those lnws
passed which had thelr approval. (Ap-
plaves.t

THE HEFERENDUM.

¥oliowiag this reform and really com-
plementary of 6 wonld be the instivotion
ot the referendum and iniclative, to sccure
for the peovle az a whole the opportunity of
depiding more definitely than at presend
what they wanied and what thay did neg
want, Tobime it seemed most aksord to
hear Ministers spsgerting that thelr measures
kad the appreval of the cowntry becsuse
tbey happen te  have besn meniionsd
hefore 2 general slection. He did ack be-
liave thatb a single candidate ab the coming




slection would gt clected without gebsing

the votas of meny who disapresd enbirely

with ki on mapy pointe of bis programme;
he cersainly should nob feel shat all those
who voted for him sndorsed everybhing
that be belisvad, angd heid, therefore, thab
the pressnt was a very crude and imperfect
forem of gewbing the mind of the people ex-
pressed, and sbould be supplemented by
the  addiion of the referendum  and
inttiative.

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNUIL.

The next machinery point he wished so
touch on wae the guestion of & second
Chamber, and hero aygain we had an effste
survival of medieval times, with a fow
modern: vices added ; what an sbaardity to
have an irresponsible nominated bhouss o
shwart the will of the peopls, and the
Jply meane of bringiog it into bouch being
for the Government of the day to send a
few more members thers ¥o becoms
fogsilised. b they must have a second
Chamber anyibing st all on the ilnes
of the present House, les it be slectad.
{Applanss.} What he shonld iike so ses
~would ba an  advisory Council of ex-
prarts withous the power o vebo & mes-
a0res shat had been sent up by the repre-
seti¥atives of the peopls, {Applavse). They
at, perhape, be invested with the powsr
of Biying whether any particular measure
miast be referved to the peopie for assent
befors bocoming law. This Council would
examine svery proposal before it became
law, giving clear and convincing reasons for
svery objection raised. Soch a Council
might well become the Now Zealand Legion
3f Honorr, slection to which would bs a
highly prized reward for eminent services
rendered $o the Btate in all its branches,
heing compeeed of clergymen, dootovs, law-
yers, capiains of indosiry oF commerce.

SYATEM OF BLBOTION.

With regara to the system of elsction of
mambers of the House of Kepresenitatives,
they wers sappesed to have one man and
one woman one vobe, bnt in the large
centree they had ooe man three votes,
Thie was entirely wrong, and cught to be
remadiod as soon as poesibia,  Thoy most
sither bave single elactarates or adopt soms
modification of the Have system., The
latber might eliminate some of the parochial
charactsr from politics, but against that
shey woold loee  the personal conbach
hetweoen the poople and their represents-
tivee. Ot ope thing he war convinead, and
that wae that the svoner thev divoresd the
comatruckion of ronds and bridges from the

enlopial Lapislatare, the ssoner they would
ooy scund legislation and howmest adminie.
tration. (Applaves.)

LOCAY, GOVERNMENE.

This brooght him 1o the question of Jocal
governmenb, which wae ove of the mosh
important questions the next Government
wonld have to desi with, and if they
sgooeed i redocing 36 to simplieity and
securing eficiency they would have done &
waork which would eatitle them to the yo-
spaet and estesm of the communivy for all
sime. But he did not sxpect che milien
ovipm a2l &t omes, or in oOme session of
Parliament, ased sc they must be con-
tens $o move slowly, buat bo suve they
moved on scund lines,  Before, how.
aver, they got an ideal state of
governmant where the people should
really  goveran, they would wanbt to
reversa their whole conveption of govern-
ment, and instead of the Premier for the
time being, and those who with him con-
stituted what they called the Government,
teing the sentre of power and anbhority
issuing thelr commands which the sovereign
people had toohey, the people, the citizens,
would iseue their commands, and the Go-
varnment should bave to obey. On those
livee shoy muat attempt o reform their
system of loeal government. Hs believed in
the wards or focsil boards which shonld be
the frst political mnit for all purpol
government, belug small, to securs g
personal conbact hetween the localglentors
and bheir repreeentatives. To
cominitiess or local boards he wi
perfect antonomy in all purely local affairs,
with a free and simple metbod of amalea.
mation wisth other wards or local boards
for speeial and joint enterprisss,

ONIFICATION 0F LOCAL BODEES.

They often heard of the multiplicity of
loeal nubhoritiss—school committess, road
boards, connty councils, charitable aid
hosrds, and eo forth. He bad had s liktle
experience of the workiog of some of these
boards, and he did not hesitate g say that
greater officiency snd econemy could be
obtained by a unilicatiom of those local
anthorities. Moresvar—what fo him was
very itnportant—erenter interest would be
taken in thees bodiss, and public spirib
would be developad. In the towus the
svolntion of lecal povernment was nuturally
more eomplete than in the country dis-

fricts. Bat he would like to see muoch
more orgaunic life in the wards than
there was ab presens, abd In coures
of time he hoped to see lsrosr and

larwsr asifijiations of these ward onife




for district works, usntil 2% lsst the
Halional Government would simply contrsl
thoss things which wers of s nationsl or
interproviocial character, such as  the
raflwaye, the selegraphs, postal and
marine serviess. The National Legis.
latare weould thew be in & much bobier
position be repister the wiches of the
people as fhey came bto them, carefal
considered and cowmended by the wa
committess, shrongh the distriet conwcils,
He wonld give to the loea! bodies gom-
piete zelf-povernment in all porely local
mabtors.  He would alse give shewm
more  freedeom bo  regelate  their own
congfitations  and  methads of  trame-
soting  business.  lostead of layiny is
doewn that shey shonld consist of ve many
members, and meet at cortain specified
sigmoe, and when oooe slectad, ehonid con-
tinue in office for one or two yoars, he
would allow sach place %o decids for irealf,
and the best system was sure to be finally
zdopted. Heconsidersd thiss very importaut
point in evolving the best system of loosl
government, to give free play fo naturs!
selschion, One of the main reasona. ko his
mind, why the organisstion of government
generaily was so far behind the crganien-
tion of indusbry and commerce, was the
want of this freedom of sction. {4p-
rlacss.}

A LOCAL EXAMPLE,

ould illustrate wha$ he meant by

vhe fre
focal b e to unite for specisl purposse
whilet rifgining thelr autonomy for loeal
purposes.  They hed cloge to Awckland
four local bodies adjoining meur & eommon
sentre, He mesnt Arch Hill, Hdan Ter
vace, Mount Albert and Point Chevalier,
Bunning throvgh shose districts thore was
a large wolly, which carried the drainace of
& goed pard of each districs, and the proper
sncloring of whichk would be s benefit to
thent &ll. T waa hizs fem comviction that
spmething wounld be done to thet pestilon-
sinl fover bed if they had move freedom of
action in desling with joint interssze.  Of
course, ib would be srped thab the Hnancial
aijustment was the grestest difficalry ap
preeent, and that would be in no way im-
rroved by the chapge indicated. He would
eleal with the financial guastion later on.
WATER SUPPLY,

The speaker nobed another illustration
of the larger district unions to which be
bad referred, with regard to Auckland and
surrounding toval acehorities, in the matbers
of water supply, lighting and strest loco-
mation.  With regard o each of these the

m which he wosld give to thase

|

]}_

presant position was very wunsabiefactory.
They would very soon be vompelled o go
further afield for thelr water supply, and
in thi= matter all the surrounding districts
should be anited, sharing slike the burden
of the first cosk, and feture profite. Witk
such an arrangemsent they conid goin for
a gravitation supply, sefficient for the proat
expansion which Iay belore them, sne
withont endely taxing sheir prevent ra-
sonvees.  The finaacial adiustment of thie
st other items of local! government he
parposed freaking veparataly.
HEEOTRIC TRAMWAYS.

The same arrangemente which would bs
beneficial in & water supply scheme wonid
spply to the guestions of lighting and ren.
ning the tramways. I5 seemed to Bim
most absurd that alargs city like Adckland
should at the close of the 19th consury be
dependent on a privats wonopoly for s
lighting, and should be debating and juss
ow the polnb of banding over ifs tramways
for B years tiv o foreign syndicate, Theas
branches of the pablic service had been de-
veloped so far in other sountries as to be
altiogether beyond bhe sxperimental stage.
Did shey supposs for « momend thab » body'
of anpitalists would undertake & work 6!
whis kind withous a pretiy strong cerial By
of making money ot of L7 Tt was 2o
philanthropy for the city which animdbed
those wmen, and what was possible abd
veasanably cersain for them, war possible
for the commuriby rud voght o be in the
haede of she communisy. {Applauss.}
What wounld they suppses or expect to he
the firsy effect of the starting of & highelass
slectric etrest car aystem ! Why, & largs
increass {n land values, and in the hands of
she eoity thab incresse, created by their
srpenditure, ahould be ooliected by thewm
and ecredited te the cosb of tramway con-
stroction,  He made an emphatic protest
againsh the banding over of this monopely
ta o fareign syndicate, sepscisily in view of
the coming large incrense of population
and a gorvesponding incvease in she valee
of the street tram system.  {Applavse.

GRAHTS FOR PARTY PURPORES

e more poink he wished to sinphasise
in sonnection with local povernment was
that ail moneys for pursly locel worke
should be raised and expendad by the local
aobhoritios. Iie conld wot too atrowply
condeme the practics, which wer increasing,
of meaking grante from the Colonial Trea-
sory for district works. It was open to
grave shbuses, and lesds 1o groes cxbrava-
gance. He wounld be a very bold man who
wouid assers that auch pranks had et been




made ireqoently for party puarposes, in
other worde for correpsion and bribery,
and eg zuch had tended te demoraliss the
country. Bribery oot of & man's private
pocket was bad, and nob Jong ago they
heard &he preeent Promier dsnownce the
Nationnl Arsoeintion for bribieg the people
of the country wish free literatare, buot to
18e the nation’s funds for this purpose wae
tramessureably wores. He did wnot blame
any party iv the Stabe for this more thaa
angther; it was the system which wes ab
fanlt,  Ef i% was deomed advizable to assist
in any way, it should be done by means of
the Loans to Loesl Bodiew Act, and i
necessary the re-payment of thoss loans
conid be made easier. This would ot only
prevent partiality, bab sacurs loeal responesi-
bilicy for ail workes undertaken.

REVENTNS OF LOCAL BOLIES

The revenuss of these local bodies
spemed bo him the grex of the whele
question, He believed that the ad-
minietyations of local Government was,

takenw as & whole, fsirly effective, though
exponsive, and he wonld not favour bhe
aremtion of larper districse, sxcept for
~gific purpnses and debrict works., Witk
wany Boards, the collection of their owe
wmenta was natarailly expensive—the
bosrds on un average spend 20 per
of their incomwe in adminiatration,
s thought, wikth soime experiencs of the
work, that 13 per cent of this could be
saved if the boards wers velieved from the
colisction,  Of course, he did neot measn
that it cost this amoant for eeollection, but
with that cut of the way & pood deal of
honorsry  work would be dome. Far
example, the secretary of 2 achool com-
mitbee was never paid in the country, and
poople would be found willing to de the
elevical work of a rosd board in the same
way, if the ardwous duty of coliecting the
ratos wore not abtached to ihe eacrebary-
ship, How was this to be done ? '

RATING ON UNIMPROVED VALDES,

It seemsd to bs simplicity itself, since
Parliament bad passed the Bating on
Unimproved Valees  Hill largely in
regpones to the demsntds of the loeal
authorities. He comeidered this the most
beneficial plece of legislation whick the
prasent Parliament had passed, both for
the cities znd the country districts. If all
the local autherisiee throughout the colony
would adopt that Act, the whole of their
rgventeas could be collected by the general
rovernmenb, alonp with the present land
tax, with shmast no additiona! cosb.

prescet sxsmptions under the fand tax
would firet reguirs to be sholished, and
that point be porposed deslivg with undey
the head of weteral taxation.

FESPLIFICATION OF LOCAL  SOVERNMENT.

Wore this system of erxabion gewerslly
sdopted a grest siwmplification of local
goverpment would st once fake place
They would ses how much mors
susily the foawmcial adjostment of jolac
works besween the several boards could
shen b effscted. The constructivn of the
large sewer between the Arch HUl and
oiher districts would very largely incresse
the wvalme of adjacent lamde, and the
saveral local gobthorivies, levying the rates
oo chat inereesed velvation, would receive
from the lznds benefited the cost of the
works whick had producel the beoefit,
and the aflocation of the share of
each districk wouwld be &  compars-
tively cmsy mafter., The relative ip-
erepse o she  walue  of  adjacenmt
lznd wouid bs a pretty reliable guide
Wow, shis identicsl principle would apply
in the same way o the larger districk
unions he refsrred to, for she purpose of
procoving & water supply, lighting, or
ronping tramways, He had deslt thus
fully wish the guestion of local government,
ag & veform of the mathinery of govern-
ment, boesuse he considered it of the
utmozt bmporfance, pob only ler whas i
conld socomplish in the several localities,
but because be was of opinion thab a proper
solution  of this guoestion weudd efiect
henaficinlly the whole tons sadcharacter
of onr colonial government and legislation.
They would observe that in dealing with
the mackinery of government, By
enpeociaily with local government, bs had
endeaveursd to keep sterdily in view the
pervading spirit  which he thought hs
caught from the historiesl svelafion of
sogiety, reeerving to bhese political units
tho same rights and the same cosditions
as he clsimed for she individesal, thas
was fracdom to do a8 Be pleased as long as
he did not infringe the like {reedom and
libertion of others, The esame principls
and formels spplied to comwunities. He
thought. zlong this line, they eould put
omr eyebern of local governmenbt o &
vory much better footing than at present.

LEGISLATIVE PROFGSALS.

Wew, keaping this thought still in view,
It shem turn their attention to seme of
the legislative propossls which had been
from time to time before the country
(hosr, hear), bub here they would find

The | thet society had wandered so woefslly




away [rom first priociple thad it woeuld
be almost bmpossible to apply thad prin-
ciple becauss of the conditione into which
vhey bad drifted. [t would be necessary to
apply pallisgives until they ecould get
conditions whers » radical remedy could
be appliad, Lev bim illestrate what
he meant by these palliatives, for condi
heing out of order. Supposing, for example,
one of our most azbie wmedical men was
going inko the country for g holiday with &
friend, sud she friend met with & serione
aeeident, say gob his leg badly emashad, 2o
badly indeed thatb the =kilful and practised
eye of the physician fold him the only
thing to =ave hiz friend’s life waz to have
ihe injured limb amputsted a8 scon &8
possible, bub he bad not the necessary in-
girnments to do this, in other words the
conditicns were not suitable. Wenld the
doctor say %o bis friend, ** Gld man you
want that lmb ampotabed, that ks the only
shing whichk van save your fifs, snd shat is
not possible here, therefore thers Is nothing
lafe bue for you to prepare to din ¥ No, he
would adops soms pallistive, bind up the
injured limb as best he could, tale his
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friend on his back, snd maks Tor she
nearest place where ihe amputation conid
rake placs. And that was what they muab

do with bhe body polivie. Now ho wanted
them to kesp that clearly in mind, betause
he should be compeiled o approve of some
propesals sz palifasives, whish he con-
sidered gquits incapable of sffecting s
radieal cure,

e TAXATEDN.

And firsb amongst the proposed veforme
be meant to deal with was the geestion of
taxation. The filacal guestion was baing
increasingly recogmised ae of the vtmoss
immportancs, and here ab the outest they
found & damaped limb which required am-
pubtation, bot any atbewpt to perform tha
opsration would resalt in the desth of sha
eperator. The people of this covutey Bad
become so infatuated with she febish of pro-
tection, vhat so donbt fi divine virtuss was
L be guilty in the eyes of macy of some-
thing akin to blasphemy, still he hopoed the
sxample of New South Walss having re-
turned from her wallowisg in the mire, and
the bénsficial rosulte which wars sven sow
zeeruing from the change, would lsed sor
own peaple 6 sen theat they ars not sach a
dangercus and desperate lot of beings
as  to  meed protectiom  from  deing
that which $hey desite te do.  Buap
ts dealing with the gueetion of taxs.
tion, thers v considerable seope for
improvement and chenge, without touch-
ing the principls of protectios, snd az he

still desired o live he shoeld deal with it
for the present within those Hmite, There
was the monstrous breakfast-table duties,
and she atill more ihignitous duby ou kero-
sans, the latter of which would indicate
shat we desired the poor country settiers
to live in darkness, in cars they should take
te & abady of : find nut whare
their shoes pinched them. 1t was one of
she most inignitows taxes he konew of, and
one which he thomght shounlid be the very
first ko be abolishad.

SOONRGH

THE TRUE PRENCIPLES OF TAXATION,

A greas derl has been said and written
sbouy tha true principles of tazatino.
Maoy yoars ago, Adam Smith laid down
gerkain canons of baxzation, which contained
# good deal of philosophie and scencmic
trubth, bat thase bad never received very
much attention, principaliy, ke thought, be-
cause they did not suid the constitstions of
shozs who in the past bhad controllad the
lovying of tazstion, More recently o frash
doctrine had besk enunciated, viz. - *“Thas
suxation should be impossd according bto
the ability to pay ;" this iz what Mr Vaile
wonld  call ¢ charging  according e
what the traffic won!ld bear,” and on f
blugh ssemed to have a good deal fo or
mend it, and i it conld be rigoronsly
foreed woald be a pread improvement
the present system, but oven that wo. .
viclate sound principles, and In many cases
aperabs anjustiy. He soppossd a cass
where two men atarted with fairly egual
opportunities ; the one was sobsr and In-
dostrions, the other s drunkard and a
loafer. By and bye bhe sober and indus-
srion? man cogld bear = great deai more
paxation than the other, bat would it be
just or right that he showld be sompelied to
do so? ie thought not, His jder of
an ethically jost aystems of taxasion was
this, that everyone should pay in propov-
tice Go the benslit ke received. {Applauze.}
Apd then they mizhé ask the question,
what should be tawed s0 a2 to secure thab
reault 7 Well, he knew of only two things
which counld be taxed., wviz., lsboer and
privilege, and ae the privilege fund was
axtracted from the peopls in sny cass, thay,
in hiz opinion, was the only true source of
bexation, Is this country, aboud £270,000
por appum  was  collected by a  tax
on land values, which was in  reality
s tex on  privilege, and  the only
ane which the peneral government
loviad, The loeal bpodies  derived
zome of shelr revenuves from thiz source,
stich as public house and other licensas,
gas and tramway services. The demand




hag pone forth for z lonz $ims in Great
Britain tor & free breaklast tabls, and that
was what he thooght they shoold aim st
here, for various reasons, The inecidsace of
Cuetenn doties, and especially the duty on
wuch things as tea sad supar, was so atro-
cicus, that he sever cesssd wendering that
& civilised nation, making anv profession of
honesty or wmoralivy, shoald allow them to
continue for a dav. [t meant thaba man
bringing up s family on 30s per week wonld
consume nearly as much tes and sazar as
a man with £30 per weak, andd would, there-
fore, pay as wiuch to the revenue of the
connbry, and in reslity these Shings had
become part of the necessaries of life. In
addition to the anfairness of the incidencs
of saisinp the revemne in this way, ib
violated every sound canon of taxation ae
luid down by the economiste. It wns ex-
peneive of collecsion. It took more out of
the pockeis of the peepls than the Govern-
menb received, as the wholesale and rotail
profits had o e added. He believed
it was under the mark o say  that
for every pound tha Government received
fram Customs duties, the actual consemer
paid 30z Therefore, hia practical propoas!
on the guest!  of taxation wae that &
penny in the ; 1 be added o Lhe pre-
sgnb tax oo I e - and the amouut 8o
raiged be appt & . azbolision of the
dety en kerof & & setdnction of the
breakfast table & s, and part in provid-
ing an old age persiom fund, and, ss this
disposition of it would benefit every
member of the commuenity, be would pro-
pose to abolish all $he prerent ezemptions,
which conatitated it more or less a clase tax
at proesent.  This wx on land  values
aould be collected withowt any extra
cost. 2d in the £ ecould be colleeted as
cheaply as 1d. It all went into the ooffors
of the Government, and was in reality not a
sax at all, but simply s collecting of part
of the unsarnsd incremend which every
sane person admitbed atbached b lend,
sspecizily ip ths cities or where papulation
wae dense,  The present land tax brought
in aboas £270,000, of whishk £70,000 cams
from the gradaated part of the tax, The
preposed  additional Id  wounld not be
graduated, bot by abeiishing all exemptions

it would prodoce shont  the same
AMGHTE, £160L0006  of the AN
would  be  reqguired fer the old

aga pension fond, and the balance of
£170,000 would suifice to abolish the duty
on kerosene, snc considerably redies the
dufies on tea and supar. This remission of
Customs duties wonld be an immensa relief
i industry in every form, and with the

11

duty on kLercesne included would sepeniatly
relieve the small farmers, and be doubtsd
not weunld pave the way for further instal-
menis of privilepe taxation, uatil trade and
industry would be entirely freed from the
present robber rates and taxes. [Applause.}
Haviog told sthem whoere he would got the
money from for au old age pension fund,
he would now teil thew how he wounld
digburse b, and hers he wounld state
that the figures from which he worked
had been esupplied by the Chriatcharch
Progressive Liberal Association, an Asso-
cintion which had given a very extencive
study to the whole question, and whose
figurss might be taken ae fairly acearate.
Tre number of peeple in the colony aver
65 yesrs of age was 15,000, 12,000 of whom
had beon 20 yearz im the eolony, and that
wee the qualifiention which he would sup-
port as entiuding anyone be 2 pession,
They should provide that every person
who bad been thas time in the nonniry
wounld receive such a pension whether rich
ar poor. {Applagse.) Any other scheme
would bhe to bring in another pernigions
systern of charitable aid. He consideved
ths House was guite righs in resisting any
schieme that nacessitated poverty as a
gualification for a pension. (Applause)
He would sherefore propose thet every per-
son over §5 vears of age who had resided
20 years in the colony, should bo entitled
o 2 pension of €s per week, It was nob
an extravagant sum, bud it was as much 1%
the colony would cave bo face at presend,
sot might perhaps be increased later on.
Small as the sum was, it wouold assuage
an  immenee amouni of distress and
misery and secure a resnlt worth twiee
she cost outailed To pey thab pen-
sion wonld take £163,000 per appum, buot

it wonld save from £40,000 o £50,000

a6 presens paid each year under the

existing charitable aid system. {A
voiea :  ‘* Oh 7 Wall, that was
the sum esiimated by the Christcbarch
Vropressive Idiberal Astocistion. The

amount thus saved awnd fuiure additions
could then be devobed to still further
augmenting the Old Age Pension Fund
in the direction of sncoutering a Rpirit of
shriit in the people. It sheuld take the
form of ap sunnity system purchased by
the savings of the poopls, and wight be in
the form of a subsidy ef £ pur £ paid by
the Government. This might be worked
through the existing frisndly socisties ab
very Mitls exponse, withoat creating
another Government department.
crse it wap neecessary Ghat they should
do something in the diregtion of re-

In sny




forming their preseng charitable aid
syatem, - which was sapping the masheood
and womanhood of the colony. He gon-
gidersd  that the present system was
daily adding to the clase of sturdy begpars.
He had ap eympathy with those who would
not work, but hed every sympathy with
those who were able and willing te work
and could nod get work to do.  {Applause.}
Public sympathy was, however, baing im-

posed opon by people whe were guite able .

o work but who wounld not.  This class of
sturdy beggare exizted by theindizeriminnte
oiving of charity. 1f the old sge ponsion
aystern was adopbed it would be sasier to
deal with these etordy beggers, snd there
would still be nmple scope for the sxereiso
of private bensvolence in abtending to she
pressing wants of deserving neighboars,
{4nplause.} He hed slways advocated vhe
establishment of municipal farms, and it
kad been shown by the Balvation Army
that these, like sheir Prison Gate Bripade
bomer, cousld be made self-supperbing.
Bimilar institetions should alsc ba started
for the women of the eolony, but of courss
in mp employmenb suited to their sex.
thongh fo do the women justice he did
not think they were so inclined o sponge
on society =s seme of the men were.
tApplanss.] This master of charitabls aid
weae a pressing guestion, and woless it was
reformed they musk reap a terrible harvest
by aod by. (Applavse.}

TEMPERANCE REFORM.

The great temperance reform guesiion
followed suitably uvpon shis problem of
charitable aid. Many peopls believed that
i they conld bub abolish algohslic drink
freme the Jand, muoch of the poverty wonld
e & natural comsequence disappear with
it. (Applasse.} No ohes would deny that
& great amounnb of poverty and undeserved
misery originated from the drinking habits
of the people, snd if this conid be
abolished they would be enabled to 1t
thems  om  te & higher plene He
might sa¥ st once that this movement
to  raizss  bumaniby  had Bz cordisl
gupport and approval.  {Applause.) The
progress made during the past few yesrs in
this direction made the need for logisia
tion lesz premsing. Tha work shat lay
before them was rather educational than
legislative., Bl thers were, bowever,
a few snomeiles thet required rectification.
First of all there wus the guestion of the
bare majority ss apainst one of three-
fitthe.
libefal principle of government bv the
majority. A5 the ssme time, He
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He did not like to go from the |

thought that if the  three - fifthe
majority wes wussd thefe  was  lese
Likelihood of the wvote tuken a% one
election being reversed at the nexb

Thay fosnd s similar principle working
well in joint stock compawnies, whers cer-
tain motions frenuently reguired more than
o hare majority to secure their Dbeing
pessed. It was therefvre possible that the
three.fifehs wajority mighb be retained with
zdvantage. He belioved the adopsion of
commercial methods in $he management of
tiovernment aflairs would be sn Improve-
ment, He had found thsb many bemper-
anse people thonght the thres - fiithe
majority wae the best eyetem for the
reason he had alresdy stated. On that
guestion he was prepared to  aet in sceor.
danece with what seemed %o be the
clearly expreessd wishes of the peaple
{Applaose.) Im  conooction  with  this
guestion, there ware alss cther matbters
shat reguired smendment. The demand
for the inclusion of alnbs in ths local ophion
vgte was & veasonable one, and would have
hie suppors if he wers elected.  (Applasse.}
He dit nob see why 3 pluce being a private
cleb should exclude it from the local option
vote, He remembered when he was living
g the diamond flelde in South Africa some
cate feilows discovered that the Colonisi
HSecretary was bound @0 izens a club license
if arked for by some 20 or 25 persons, and
they boegan orgenising nlubs for the natives.
Hoon every third or fowrth houes was &
cinbk, and the whole place a pandemonium.
The Sunday-schools had bo bs closed, and
it wae unsafe for ludies and children to be
abont, and Iife gensrvally was nob worth
many days’ porchase until the Caps Parlis.
ment met and repealed the Aot So be had
evary aympethy with the remperance party
on thia peint.  (Applasss.)

THE WOMBENS FRANCHRISE.

The tempsranse gquestion wes sopposed
te have a special interest for the women,
and  certsinly thoy snd  the innoeent
children have to besr a larpe portion of the
andeserved missty which it entails. Fol
lowing therelore the temperavce, ib was
natarzl that ha shoeid speak of the greal
woman's guestion. ln this copniry the
women have got a long way abead of their
sisters in many parts of ths world, bat
mneh vot remainoed to be done to secare o
them political, secial, and sconomic
squality  with their brothers. Having
securad the franehive, rno pood resson
had been shown why they shounld be
denisd repressntative rights (spplagss),
and he should sapport that, thongh hs did




nob expect to ses she privilege larpely

taken advantage of. (Applasse.y 1f only
ops  woman desired io exercise her fal
rightas of citizenship, and the elecbors

thoogbt ker a fit and proper person to
represent them ie Parllament, ke did now
see why she should bs debarred on account
of her rex.

Many esid ° What do women
ut politioe ¥ and the sams
oo mig !:E‘. he ssked about 8 greab many
et i‘m% be wae wlad o ses the acrivity
of women in endesvouring ke make
themesalves acgquninted with the righte and
wrongs of political guestions, (Applause.)
Still, they coold oot be serprised Gf the
women wers nob vet fully sduocated in
political matbers, sepecialiy i they soa-
sidered some of the vesunlbs of the actions of
the male vobters, who had possessed the
franchise o long.  {(Appiause.) He would
hie to sugeess a short platform of three
planks which the wowmen, as a whole,
shounld alm ab securing by the sxercise of
sheir political righbs. The first is fo sss
that only men of goed moral charaster and
aober babits got elected o reprosend them.
The sscond, & secvre the amentmens of
svery law which denies them sguaal civil
righbs with men ; and she third, to eecurs
egusl pay for egoal service in ail depart-
monts of the Brabte, {Applavse.] That was,
he thonght, 5 good fphting platform, and its
sttainmont woald be & booo o the women
ithemenives and a bleasing o the State.

e s

Guas

RATIONAL DEFENCE.

This he considered a very biz guestion.
He was not by any means a bellicose man,
and believed the warlike spirit of past ages
had retarded the development of man to a
hichar piane, 26l he did nos belisve in
going with an smbrells to fight 8 map who
nad come armad with a rifle.  Bome tims
ago he advooated the formation of rifls clubs,
and with & little enconragement from the Go-
vernment they wounld bave been a sacceas,
but his inguoirvies then had revealsd o him e
deplorabls state of sfinles in shis eslonw,
and ons that wae absolutely dangerons, the
outlook being = sericua ons when they con.
riderad how nesr thin colosy wae to Meow
Caledonia. In the event of & war with
Fraees, 2 pood many bhossands of the bip.
zest onbtthroate in the world sonld be
landed oo ooy shoves in o few days, and o
mesat them they had uader 5000 Martini
Henry rifles, and about 30,000 of the oid
Boiders, but there was no ammunition
for the latter, and it was donbtfel if they
bad enough skilled men to use the former.
He was bold by the voluntesrs thay good
shooting wse at a fow ebb in this colony.
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Any attzok on New Zezland would bemeds
by amall forcss, and, with an cilicient body
of  volunteers, and rifle cinbs  whoes
wembers were able to ehoot like the
Burghers of the Transvasl, they shoald be
able to keep themselves free from in-
vadsrs,
LABGUR MEASURES,

¥With respoct to Lhe large claes of fegisla-
tion kmnown as Labour Bills, they must
oxercise & good deal of caution, and see
that they did not creale greater evils than
those they tried to cure. He belisved bhat
with proper conditions labour regaired no
epecial legiziation, but anfortunately shey
did not poszess thase proper conditions and
they wmast apply speeial paliiatives to
the apecial evils which exisfed. Seweral of
thess Bills, sech, for example, as theFactory
Acts and the Shep Houars Bill, were work-
ing withoot friction, whers the administra.
tion of them was in the hande of careful
and competent men Hkeo the local inspector
Mr Farguson. As for the the Bighs Hours
Bill, if ohia were passed, makmg elgha hours
Y atmumry dsy's work in sll trades, with
Signe and half for overtime, it wonld
aoperate nil right in the oreanised trades,
but in maky oracches of labour the rate of
pay woubd simply be fizxed in accordance
with the wpow conditions of labour., Thas
might, however, be gok over by fixiop a
minimum rate of pay for s overtime, either
for adults or wminors.  The Arbitration and
Conciliavion Bl which had been passed,
might do mach io the future in the way of
proventing industrisl ware.  As for the
Masters and Apprentices Bill, there were
seme glaring apomalies in  the meazure,
and it wonld reqguire greab ocare o
frame it so thab it wounld not do harm,
It was very serions te shat cub from the
possibility of learning a trade boys and
givie growing ap. 1t woeld regueice radical
smendment before the Bl coold safely
be passad.  With regard to sll thess
measures  he would bes guided by she
prineiples he bad slready laid down, snd
judga every proposal by the neceesity of
the circnmetances, treabing avory case with
dus regard to the righte of isdividusl
litbarty.

STATH FIRE INSURANCE.

In the future, no doabt, State Hve aseny.
ance could be pavried into effect, but as
prosent thore wers move prereing reforms,
and it could well wait. He was a belisvar in
iocal option in all things, and it a Bill were
aver drafted Lo give local bediss power to
introduce the priveiple of Stabe Gre insur.
ance in any partionlar district, it wonld, he



conslderad, be & good bhing bo give 1t &
trial, it would be an sxperiment, anyhow,
and could do ne harm, and the colomy
generally would be a gainer by the experi.
ence of the districh in guestion.

LANDS FOR SETTLEMENT,

Me laid stress on the importance and
Grgensy of oot selling sny wmore Crown
lands, and he said be could not suppoert the
Lands for Bebtlement Bill, The practice
of the Government buying uwp lsrge im-
proved estates in various parts of the
tzland, then sslling them, was & peruicicas
one, Ae for the Loans to Seitlers Act it
was unwisg, to asy the lsast, to borrow
monoy 0. lend to farmera or anyone else,
But it was the result he chiefly objected bo.
Every addition to the amount of capital
invested in land values fended to enhance
ita eapital valus, aud if this measure had
succesded in reducing the rate of interast,
that also increased land values, and made
it more difficuls for the landless worker to
web a plece of land either for sgricultural
or reaidensial purposes. Bat tbhe rase of
interesb being lower in Australia withews
snch a measars than i was here, disproved
the sssevtion bhat it bhad lowered the
interest ehargs,

CONCLUSION.

o his concludisg remasrks Mr Fowlds
said thab admidistrafion must be juet and
pure, and #ithowe regard so  potitical
goloar. Favouritism in the public service
he dencanced as wrong, and bhe comeidsred
shat having once pessed the civil service
sxamiogtions, priority  of applicabion
should recure priorisy of appointmens. He
reforced to the baskinp inguiry now pro-
ceeding, which he said was a buge mistake
for the ccuntryv. If somecwns’s namse had
besn blackened {8 was no gain, and it had
been the means of bringing cat & very an-
worthy propoesal in the direction of revesl-

imr the contents of privake papers in
connection  with  the Bank’s  busincss,
a proposai which if it had been given

aflset o would have been a violation of
all the ruifes of private confidence and of
honour, It was monstrous bo proposze thab
private papers should be thus examined.

Finally, Mr PFowlde szid btbat he was
parfactly  willing wo leavs himself in
the hands of 6he electora, If they

thought he could effectually serve rhem in
Parliament they would no doubt slect him,
ane if not he shouid probably be in as good
s financial position at the end of next vearss
if they had, and his wife and family would
certainly commend bheir decizion. He
roiterated what he said wher he fret
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received the requisition %o stand, thas his
opinions on political guestions had nos
been picked wup from the man iz the
street, and whils he coald not say tha:
they were unalterabls, liks the laws of the
Medes and Persians, it wonld be mors
tight rather than - the exigencies of &
political contesh thak wonld compel him to
alter tham. fle woanld llke thoss whe
would support bim to rally rownd hio,
and he informed them that he did wot
intend te spend money im paid canvas-

sing. If he sheuld enter Parliswmaat,
he intsnded to take as his mobto the
galden  ryle, Do unie  obhers &g
ye wonld they shonld do unte you”

He would support this or any {overnment
in 3o far 2z their poliey coincided with the
policy he bad Jaid dewn, but he belisved
the irue policy for the foture was grandly
spated in the words of Dr. Norman
Meoleod ;—

Trust oo parky, side or faciion,
Trust no leader iv the fight |
Hut is every word and zation,
Trest in God and do the night,
i Prolonged applanse.)

QUESTIONS.

Idr Fowlds vhen answered a mumber of
guestions pull by members of the sudisace,
Ho said he would be in favoor of bringing
the hotels under the provisions of the Shop
Hours Act. He thought houssholders
should have voves abé wmunicipal electione
because they paid the rabes ip the rents
He was in favour of the single $ax ae a
principle, and had isdicated in hi address
tha exbent he was prepared te go in a pre-
sent application of the principle. Heo woald
sappert & measure for tha abolition of zrand
juries, as ha believed they were crosmental
without being wseful, He did not thisk
thers showld be & law o prevent shop-
keepars from hanging np gosds in the
rtiaet oubelds their deors {laughbser), as he
thomght zuch & practive was *° a boon zod
2 blessing e men.”” (Langhterl, Iun reply
o Mr W, G, Garrard ba did not thisk
ParHament shouid be abolished altepsther
(fanrhter) though be had set forth in his
spesch his reasons for wishing o reform ik
tle would ba in favour of bringicy in the
old ape pensions ss  Boan as possible.
He would vote for the repesi of the G 1N
Aet, bab balteved that sotwme mensure would
have te be passed in the [uture for dealing
with the matter, the provisions of which
should apply equally to both men and
women. {Applanse.) In reply to a guestion
ag b0 whether he was in favour of vhe sward
being pald in $he cass of the lats J. H.



Field in coanechion with the contract for
printing the rolls which had been recom-
mended by the Pesitions Committes, bus
not carrisd out by the Government, Mr
Fowlds said, withoub knowing the meribs
of the case, he considered thai as a
peneral principle when a Parlismentasy
Committes made a  recommendation
that payment be made Bubis-
fagbion of any olalnr oF griev phmb
recomimendation ocaght o be givem
sfiece o by the Ooveramenb. Mr
Fowlds expressed himssif swongly in
favour of the weekly balf-holiday,

in
W

He
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aould tell thems thet when he once kepba
litele shop iz Vietoria-streeh, and when
helf holiday was uoknown, the
monotony of the reubine of getiing ap HY
the morwing, romaining in the shop all duy
and going to bed again when the work was
fipizhed, made Hife hardly worth living.
Phe benefit of the hali-koliday could nob be
valued oo highly.

af Mr J, Bollard o hearty

{n the mo

e e

wote of thanks was aceorded by acclamation
tc Mr Fowlds for his address, and after the
customary vobe of thanks to the Chairman
the gathering dispersed.

T Bewrr, GENERAL PRINTEER, BUORTLAND AND oy STREET







